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2017 Activity 

ALJ Office

• 237 new cases received  

• 33 hearings

• 44 ALJ decisions 

- 121 emergency cases

Decisions Appealed to the Board

• Issued 17 Opinion & Orders

- 12 affirmed 

- 0 reversed 

- 2 modified 

- 3 remanded



• 1298 domestic accidents 

investigated 

• Accredited Representative to 

164 foreign accident 

investigations 

Office of 

Aviation Safety - 2017
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• Multiple arrests, convictions, and 

imprisonment for drugs possession and 

distribution, and driving while impaired. 

• Diagnosed with “major depression”

• ADHD

Pilot History



16

• Prescribed 13 medications 

Many likely not impairing

• Toxicology: 5 likely impairing medications

Three prescription

Cyclobenzaprine, diazepam, oxycodone 

Two over-the-counter

Dextromethorphan, diphenhydramine

Pilot’s Medications



These air tour operations … 

SECOND

require this. 

FAA Medical Certificate 



But, for commercial air tour balloon operations…





The pilot’s pattern of poor decision-making that led to the 
initial launch, continued flight in fog and above clouds, and 
descent near or through clouds that decreased the pilot’s 
ability to see and avoid obstacles. 

Contributing to the accident were: 

(1) the pilot’s impairing medical conditions and medications, 
and; 

(2) (2) the Federal Aviation Administration’s policy to not 
require a medical certificate for commercial balloon 
pilots.

Probable Cause 



• Require medical certificates for commercial 

balloon operators

• Better surveillance and oversight for 

commercial balloon operators

NTSB recommendations to FAA: 



March 11 March 19 March 23 




