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The information in this report is preliminary and will be 

 supplemented or corrected during the course of the investigation. 

On Thursday, December 10, 2020, at 9:39 a.m. (Pacific standard time), a group of 

18 bicyclists were conducting a ride known to area cyclists as the “Nipton Loop,” a 126.1-mile 

route beginning and ending in Henderson, Nevada. A 2019 Subaru Outback (Outback), operated 

by a 74-year-old male, accompanied the group and was intended to be a safety and support vehicle. 

As the cyclists, followed by the car, were southbound in the right lane of US-95 and approaching 

mile marker 34 near Searchlight, Nevada, they encountered a significant headwind and seven of 

them dropped back and took up positions behind the Outback. The car and the seven bicyclists 

continued traveling in the right lane of US-95. 

At the same time, a 2019 Isuzu NPR-HD box truck (truck), owned by Penske Leasing and 

Rental Company, leased to, and operated by Roadrunner Transport AZ Incorporated, driven by a 

45-year-old male, was also southbound in the right lane of US-95 and approaching the Outback 

and cyclists from behind. The truck continued forward and into the group, striking the cyclists and 

colliding with the left rear of the Outback. 

After impact, both the Outback and the truck came to a controlled stop on the right shoulder 

of the roadway. Figure 1 shows the vehicles at rest as well as the damage from the collision. As a 

result of the crash, five cyclists were fatally injured; one cyclist and the driver of the Outback 

sustained serious injuries, and one cyclist sustained minor injuries. The driver of the truck was 

uninjured. A postcrash drug test revealed the presence of methamphetamine in his blood. At the 

time of the crash, the weather was clear and the roadway was dry. Wind conditions were reported 

as south to southwest winds from 17 to 25 mph. 
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Figure 1. The truck (left) and Outback (right) at final rest, showing damage to the front right of 
the truck and rear left of the Outback. Photo of the Outback has been redacted. (Source: Nevada 
Highway Patrol)  

In the area of the crash, US-95 is a paved and divided four-lane highway with two 

northbound and two southbound travel lanes separated by a depressed earthen median. A paved 

shoulder with longitudinal rumble strips borders the southbound lanes on the right. At the crash 

location, the roadway is straight and level and the posted speed limit is 75 mph. 

Roadrunner Transport AZ Inc. employs three drivers and operates three trucks. A postcrash 

vehicle inspection, performed by the Nevada Highway Patrol, found no evidence of any precrash 

conditions of the truck that would have been a factor in the collision.  

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) continues to collect and analyze data 

on the truck driver’s actions, issues related to vulnerable road users and their use of a high-speed 

roadway, and motor carrier operations. All aspects of the crash remain under investigation as the 

NTSB determines the probable cause with the intent of issuing safety recommendations to prevent 

similar crashes. The NTSB is working alongside the Nevada Highway Patrol, which is conducting 

a separate, parallel, criminal investigation. 


