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	             National Transportation Safety Board
                            Washington, D.C. 20594


Office of Administration
August 29, 2019

THIS IS NOT A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS, AN INVITATION FOR BIDS, OR A REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS. FURTHER, IT DOES NOT REPRESENT A COMMITMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT TO PAY FOR COSTS INCURRED IN PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF DATA OR ANY OTHER COSTS INCURRED IN RESPONSE TO THIS ANNOUNCEMENT.  THIS NOTICE SATISFIES THE REQUIREMENTS OF FAR 5.101(a)(2).

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has a requirement for services to perform a series of field tests on the outer surface of a pipe to detect hard spot defects (isolated brittle areas on the outer surface of the pipe that resulted from a manufacturing process).
  
The NTSB Materials Laboratory is investigating a natural gas transmission pipeline that ruptured in service in Danville, Kentucky.  The pipe is operated by Enbridge.
 
A review of the inline inspections (ILI) tool report revealed suspect hard spot defects in the general area of the fracture origin.  The suspect hard spot defect areas need to be further scrutinized with inspection techniques that can further characterize the suspect hard spot defect areas.  The procedure for detecting hard spot defects require the outer surface to be prepared (polishing and etching) and then followed-up with measuring the hardness of the outer surface with a portable hardness tester to detect elevated hardness areas (an indication of possible hard spot) relative to other areas of the pipe.  Furthermore, the outer surface would also need to be inspected by ultrasonic testing (UT) method to check for indications of mid-wall laminations and by the wet magnetic particle (MT) inspection method to rule out stress corrosion cracking.  Prior to removing coupons from the pipe, the areas to be cut will also need to be inspected by UT and MT method.  

Hard spot defects are difficult to detect.  The NTSB requires services from a company that has hands-on experience with finding hard spots.  After several inquiries to testing laboratories, Mears is a company that has been identified as being available and has unique experience in performing field testing to detect hard spot defects in pipeline.   

In order to satisfy this requirement, the NTSB intends to issue a sole source solicitation to Mears Group, Inc. (Mears) for field-testing services. This procurement is being conducted in accordance with FAR 13.106-1(b)(1) – Soliciting from a single source. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The decision to award a sole source contract is based on the fact that Mears is the only company that has been identified that has the requisite experience to perform field testing for hard spot defects in the pipeline.  Mears has the skill set to perform external tests/inspections to detect hard spot defects.  
Sources capable of fully satisfying the above requirements are invited to submit capability statements/expressions of interest providing the Government the necessary information to determine actual capability. At a minimum, this information, which must be prepared specifically in response to this notice should, must include: (1) identification of company or organization; (2) an assertion of existing, full capability to meet proposed requirements; (3) business/contracts/marketing office point(s) of contact; (4) notification of business size and /or special status; and (5) any additional information that may be useful to the successful procurement of the requirements, if solicited. These expressions of interest shall adhere to a five (5)-page submission limit plus web links and any specialized product descriptions. The statement of qualifications should include only information that clearly demonstrates the respondent's capabilities, expertise, and experience to provide the requirements described in this notice. General marketing material should not be included. The NTSB prefers that companies do not submit proprietary material. However, the Government recognizes that proprietary data may be a part of your submittal. If so, clearly mark such restricted or proprietary data and present it as an addendum to the non-restricted/non-proprietary information. Information received will be considered solely for the purpose of determining whether to conduct a competitive procurement. A determination by the Government not to compete the proposed contract based upon responses to this notice is solely within the discretion of the Government. All responsible sources may submit a capability statement, which shall be considered by NTSB. Parties must submit information within ten (10) days of publication of this notice. NTSB will not return capability statements and the supporting documentation submitted in response to this notice. Telephone responses and inquiries will not be accepted. 


Interested parties may contact Mr. P. Matt Hazlinsky at matt.hazlinsky@ntsb.gov or 202-314-6205.
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