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  Our mission:  
Prevent Accidents 
Reduce Injuries 

Save Lives  
 





2014 NTSB Most Wanted List 

• Distractions in transportation 
• Helicopter safety 
• GA hazardous weather 
• Fire safety 
• Occupant protection 
• Passenger vessel safety 
• Substance-impaired driving 
• Pipeline safety 
• Positive Train Control 
• Rail mass transit 

 
 
 



Eliminate Distraction in 
Transportation 

 



Portable Electronic Devices 



Mount Vernon, WA. May 23, 2013 



 

Mount Vernon, WA. May 23, 2013 



Mount Vernon, WA. May 23, 2013 



Mount Vernon, WA. May 23, 2013 



Rosedale, MD, May 28, 2013 



Mosby, MO. August 26, 2011 
- 4 Fatalities -  



Philadelphia, PA. July 7, 2010 
- 2 Fatalities -  



Chatsworth, CA. Sept 12, 2008 
- 25 fatalities -  



Largo, MD. February 1, 2002 
- 5 Fatalities - 



Largo, MD. February 1, 2003 
- 5 Fatalities - 



Alexandria, VA. Nov. 14, 2004 
- 0 fatalities -  



Munfordville, KY. March 26, 2010 
- 11 Fatalities -  

18 



Truck Driver’s Cell Phone Usage 

Time Incoming/Outgoing Call 
4:28 a.m. Outgoing call 
4:51 a.m. Incoming call 
5:03 a.m.  Outgoing  
5:07 a.m.  Outgoing  
5:14 a.m.  Outgoing  
5:14 a.m.  ACCIDENT 



Munfordville, KY - March 2010 



Munfordville, KY - March 2010 



Munfordville, KY - March 2010 



Gray Summit, MO. Aug 5, 2010 
- 2 Fatalities -  

 



GMC Sierra Pickup Driver 

• Sent and received 11 text 
messages in the 11 minutes prior 
to crash.  

• Messages centered on activities 
from the previous night and on 
their plans for that evening.  

• No braking prior to crash.  



Time Send/Receive Text  
9:58 a.m.  Receives text 
9:58 a.m.  Sends 
10:03 a.m.  Receives 
10:03 a.m.  Sends 
10:04 a.m.  Receives 
10:05 a.m.  Sends 
10:06 a.m. Sends  
10:07 a.m.  Receives 
10:08 a.m.  Sends 
10:08 a.m.  Sends 
10:09 a.m. (10:09.59??) Receives 
10:11 a.m.  ACCIDENT 

GMC Sierra Pickup Driver’s 
Texting Activities  





Recommendation to the states 
to ban the nonemergency use          

of PEDs for all drivers 



COGNITIVE DISTRACTION 
Is this a myth? 



The Hands-Free Myth 
• Many people believe that talking 

hands-free is safer than hand-held 
devices.  

• Overwhelming data show there is no 
significant difference in crash risk. 

• Laws and policies that only prohibit 
hand-held devices are perpetuating 
this myth. 
- Quite simply, they are sending the 

wrong message.   
 
 



What is the right message?  

 



Alexandria, VA. Nov. 14, 2004 
- 0 fatalities -  





 





What is needed 
 

• Enforceable state laws  
• High visibility 

enforcement  
• Education 



Think outside of the bucket 



“Don't be afraid of unpopular 
positions, of driving upstream. All 
progress has resulted from people 
who took unpopular positions.” 
 
- Adlai E. Stevenson   



“And whoever saves a life, it is 
considered as if he saved an  

entire world.” 
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