
 

May 9, 2019, Crystal City, VA – 2019 HAI Helicopter Air 
Medical Safety Conference (Aviation) 
Vice Chairman Bruce Landsberg spoke to the safety 
professionals and operators that transport patients from 
accident scenes and between medical facilities at the HAI 
Helicopter Air Medical Safety Conference. 

The wide-ranging discussion covered the challenges of 24/7 flight operations, circadian 
rhythm and the importance of crew scheduling. History shows a disproportionate 
number of accidents occur on the “backside of the clock”. (Ref Rec # A-13-001) For this 
reason, duty times and rest periods have special importance to operators such as Air 
Ambulance companies that on intermittent schedules or through the night. 

In addition, the Vice Chairman discussed the 
importance of crash resistant fuel systems on new 
helicopters. The NTSB has investigated several 
helicopter accidents where occupants survived the 
impact but were fatally injured in the ensuing fire. 
Crash resistant fuel systems are even more critical 
where non-ambulatory individuals are being 

transported. The military has nearly eliminated helicopter post-crash fire injuries by 
requiring crash-resistant fuel systems. (Ref Rec # A-17-013) 

While safety improvements aren’t free, they provide a good investment over the long 
term.  The Vice Chairman also discussed Payload - range issues, regulatory hurdles, 
economics and competitive challenges with the high-level audience. 
 

 


