
 

April 4, 2019 – Lakeland, FL – Sun N’ Fun Aerospace 
Expo 
On April 4th Vice Chairman Bruce Landsberg spoke at The Central Florida Aerospace 
Academy’s 2019 Aerospace Expo.  The event, known as Sun n’ Fun, is the second 
most attended event in aviation globally and is Florida’s largest 
annual convention. 

Pilots from all over the world attend with skill levels ranging 
from Airline Pilots to students and those just interested in 
aviation. 

The Vice Chairman’s remarks addressed medical fitness, fatigue and distraction 
pertaining to the NTSB’s Most Wanted List, which identifies the top safety 
improvements that can be made to enhance transportation safety. He also discussed 
the persistent problem of mechanical failures in piston engines. There are nearly 100 
engine failure-related accidents annually in the United States, doesn’t begin to count 
close calls and “almost - Incidences” that were caught by technicians or pilots before 
any damage occurred. 

We have entered the era of big data which means that the 
ability to monitor and analyze engines before a catastrophic 
even occurs has never been better. Engine data monitors, 
borescopes and oil analysis are some of the many ways that 
engine health can be reviewed on a proactive basis.  

Although accident studies do give insight into why an accident 
occurred, they don’t have the ability to predict failures.  Encouraging pilots to adopt this 
technology and to keep better records will ultimately lead to safer piston aircraft 
operations. 

 

 


