
Schoharie, New York
October 6, 2018
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Dennis J. Collins
Acting Investigator-in-Charge



Crash Overview

• October 6, 2018
• About 1:55 p.m.
• 2001 Excursion “stretch” 

limousine
• Southbound NY-30
• 53-year-old driver
• 17 passengers
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Limousine Post-Recovery
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Toyota Post-Recovery
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Investigation and Report Development Staff
• Robert Sumwalt
• Bruce Landsberg
• Sean Dalton
• James Anderson
• Cyndi Lake
• Eric Weiss
• Bill English

• Chris Wallace
• Pummy Bawa
• Pete Kotowski (ret.)
• Dennis Collins
• Tom Barth, PhD
• Brian Bragonier
• Mike LaPonte
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• Bob Squire
• Shane Lack
• Gwynne O’Reagan
• Michelle Watters, MD
• Julie Kang, PhD
• Elias Kontanis, PhD



Virtual Board Meeting Production Staff

• James Anderson
• Michael Anthony
• Deidra Esters
• Keith Holloway
• Carl Perkins
• Kelley Romeo
• Van Slovak
• Rahiq Syed
• John Whitener

Audio/Visual Production Specialist
Chief Information Officer (CIO)
Management Support Specialist
Public Affairs Specialist
Management Information Specialist
Coordinator, CIO Programs/Projects
Digital Design Engineer
Chief, CIO-60
Computer Specialist
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Parties to the Investigation

• Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
• New York State Police
• New York State Department of Transportation
• Ford Motor Company
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Safety Issues

• Inadequate brake system maintenance
• Vehicle alteration and FMVSS compliance
• Medical histories in CDL medical exams
• State oversight of intrastate motor carriers
• Occupant protection (not discussed today)
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Today’s Presentations

• Highway Factors Improvements, geometry, & signage
• Vehicle Factors Modification, condition, &

maintenance
• Brake Study Alteration effect on as-designed, 

maintained brake system
• Human Performance Medical histories & toxicology
• Motor Carrier Factors Registration, inspections, & 

operating authority
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