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Overview
• School bus fire characteristics
• Incident timeline
• Occupants and injuries
• School bus

- Emergency egress
- Onboard radio system

• Training
- Drivers, students
- Manual door release for front loading door

3



School Bus Fire Characteristics
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Lapsed time 0:55 Source: Clio Fire Dept



School Bus Live Fire Demonstration
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Lapsed time 1:27 Source: Clio Fire Dept



School Bus Live Fire Demonstration
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Lapsed time 3:30 Source: Clio Fire Dept



School Bus Live Fire Demonstration
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Lapsed time 4:00 Source: Clio Fire Dept



Incident Timeline
• 6:50 a.m.  School bus arrives at residence and 

picks up child
• 6:55 a.m.  Driver of school bus radios bus barn for 

assistance
• 6:59 a.m.  Uncle calls child’s mother and asks her 

to check outside
• 7:02 a.m.  Elementary school secretary calls 911 
• 7:08 a.m.  Transportation supervisor arrives on 

scene - bus fully engulfed in flames
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Occupants and Injuries

• School bus driver
- History of mobility issues
- Fatal fire-related injuries

• Student passenger
- No previous medical history
- Fatal fire-related injuries
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Points of Egress on School Bus
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Source: IC Bus



Onboard Radio 911 Emergency Button
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Emergency Evacuation Training
• Bus drivers

- Provide training to students twice a year
- Training not standardized
- No training on operation of manual release for front 

loading door
• Students

- Training only for elementary, middle school students
- No training for high school students
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Manual Door Release
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Summary
• Inadequate training of bus drivers on use of 

911 button
• Emergency evacuation training provided by 

drivers not standardized or documented
• No emergency evacuation training for high 

school students
• No training on operation of manual release 

for front loading door 
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