
Oakland, Iowa
December 12, 2017

Pete Kotowski, IIC



The Scene

• 2004 International 
school bus

• Riverside Community 
School District 

• 74-year old driver
• First pickup of day
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480th Street
• 2-lane gravel roadway 26.5 ft 

wide
- 2.5-ft-wide earthen & 

gravel shoulders
- 3-ft-deep drainage ditches

• Speed limit: 55 mph
• Average daily traffic: 10 

vehicles
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On-Scene Staff
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• Pete Kotowski IIC
• Brian Bragonier Vehicle Factors
• Sheryl Harley Survival Factors 
• Dennis Collins Human Performance 
• Steven Prouty, PE Highway Factors
• Michael LaPonte Motor Carrier Factors
• Nancy McAtee Fire Factors



On-Scene Staff
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• Dr. Ensar Becic Project Manager
• Dr. Julie Kang Project Manager
• Andrew Bucklin Computer Specialist
• Keith Holloway Media Relations
• Dr. Nicholas Webster* Medical Officer
• Jane Foster* Vehicle Recorders

(* has since left the NTSB)



Report Development Staff
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• Michele Beckjord Project Manager
• Charlotte Cox Report Editor
• Julie Perrot Safety Recommendations
• Christy Spangler Digital Services
• Dr. Eric Emery Chief, Safety Research Division
• Dr. Mary Pat McKay           Chief Medical Officer



Parties to Investigation
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• Pottawattamie County Sheriff’s Office
• Pottawattamie County Secondary Roads 

Department
• Iowa Department of Education
• Riverside Community School District 
• Navistar, Inc.



Safety Issues

• School bus driver fitness for duty
• School bus emergency training
• School bus fire safety
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