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This is a regional map showing a portion of Interstate 5 in California illustrating the sequence of events that led up to the crash site near Orland. 
The Setra motorcoach (exemplar photograph inserted), operated by Silverado Stages, was part of a chartered trip originating at Union Station in 
Los Angeles.  The motorcoach was transporting 42 high school students and three adult chaperones to their intended destination at in Arcata, 
California, for a weekend visit to the Humboldt college campus.  The motorcoach departed Los Angeles after 8:00 a.m. and was traveling 
northbound on I-5 toward Sacramento, California. 
In the meantime, a FedEx truck tractor in combination with double trailers (exemplar photograph inserted) had departed a West Sacramento, 
California FedEx Freight facility about 10:25 a.m. and traveled northbound on I-5 to a location in Weed, California.  About 2:45 p.m., the driver 
dropped off the double trailers and picked up another set of double trailers, to bring back to Sacramento. The truck departed Weed traveling 
southbound about 3:29 p.m. 
During this time the motorcoach made a scheduled stop in Sacramento around 3:37 p.m., where a replacement driver took over operation of the 
motorcoach and continued northbound on Interstate 5 at 4:13 p.m. 
About 5:40 p.m. the truck traveled through the median; entered the northbound lanes of traffic, heading south; and crashed into a Nissan Altima 
four-door passenger car, occupied by the driver and a front seat passenger. The Nissan rotated counterclockwise and departed the highway on 
the east side.  Following the impact with the passenger car, the truck collided with the front of the motorcoach.  Both the truck and the 
motorcoach departed the highway to the east, and a postcrash fire ensued. 
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Animation 



Aerial photograph of the crash scene showing the final rest positions of the motorcoach, the 
truck-tractor, and the two trailers. Source: California Highway Patrol 



In this slide you can see a photograph of an exemplar truck tractor and 
the double trailers on the top left, the other photographs show views 
of the post-crash and fire damage to the accident truck tractor on the 
top right, and the two trailers, trailer #1 on the bottom left and trailer 
#2 on the bottom right. 



This is a photograph of the passenger car showing the post-crash 

damage to the driver side. 
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In this slide you can see a photograph of an exemplar motorcoach on the top left, the other 
photographs show different views of the post-crash and fire damage to the accident 
motorcoach.  The right front view is on the top right, the right rear view is on the bottom left, 
and the left front view is on the bottom right. 
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Injury Information 

Truck 

• Driver ─ fatal 

Motorcoach 
• Driver ─ fatal 

• Passengers 

•  Fatal ─ 8 

•  Serious ─ 10 

•  Minor ─ 27 

Passenger car  
• Driver ─ minor 

• Passenger ─ minor 
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On-Scene Staff 

  Mark R. Rosekind, PhD Then-Board Member 

  Patrick Lally Then-Special Assistant 

  Mike Fox Motor Carrier Factors 

  Steve Prouty Vehicle Factors 

  Ron Kaminski Survival Factors 

  Tom Barth, PhD Survival Factors 

  Dennis Collins Human Performance 

  David Rayburn Highway Factors 
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On-Scene Staff (cont.) 

  Robert Squire Reconstruction 

  Joe Panagiotou Fire Factors 

  Shane Lack Simulation 

  Ben Hsu Recorders 

  Stephanie Matonek TDA Specialist 

  Keith Holloway Public Affairs 

  Teddy Brown Chief, Computer Support 

  Robert Accetta Investigator-in-Charge 



Report Development Staff 

12 

  Michele Beckjord Project Manager 

  Debbie Stocker Report Editor 

  Alice Park Animation 

  Matt Ballon Animation 

  Elisa Braver, PhD Statistics 

  Julie Perrot Recommendations 

  Eric Emery, PhD Mapping Graphics 

  Ensar Becic, PhD Audio/Visual 

  Mary Pat McKay Chief Medical Officer 



Parties to Investigation 
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• California Department of Transportation 

• California Highway Patrol 

• FedEx Freight, Inc. 

• Silverado Stages, Inc. 

• Eaton Corporation LLC 

• TRW Automotive 

• Volvo Group North America LLC 
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• Fire performance standards 

• Pretrip safety briefings  

• Motorcoach emergency evacuation 

• Heavy vehicle event data recorders 

Safety Issues 




