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US Transportation Fatalities in 20181 – by Mode Total: 38,5152

Aviation data is sourced from the NTSB’s 1999–2018 Preliminary Aviation Statistics. For other transportation modes, 
the NTSB used data from the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Transportation Fatalities by Mode. 
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Footnotes
1 Numbers for 2018 are preliminary estimates. Aviation data are from the NTSB. 

Marine data are reported by the US Department of Homeland Security. All other 
data are reported by the US Department of Transportation.

2 To reduce double counting, BTS excludes railroad fatalities involving motor 
vehicles at public highway-rail grade crossings and transit fatalities involving 
non-rail modes from the overall total fatalities.

3 Pedalcycles include bicycles and other cycles.
4 Other refers to occupants of other vehicle types and other non-motorists.
5 Grade crossing fatalities are reported as a separate category but should not be 

added to the total because they are included in highway and rail fatalities, as 
appropriate.

6 Freight, passenger, and commuter rail data are reported by the Federal Railroad 
Administration and do not include suicides.

7 Trespassing fatalities are reported as a separate category but should not be 
added to the total because they are included in freight, passenger, and commuter 
rail fatalities. Trespassing fatalities are not included for rail transit.

8 Rail transit data are reported by the Federal Transit Administration and count 
fatalities (including suicides) involving heavy rail, light rail, cable car, inclined 
plane, monorail/automated guideway, streetcar rail, and hybrid rail.

9 Total fatalities may not equal the sum of all categories because some accidents  
may be counted in multiple categories.

10 Foreign/unregistered includes non-US-registered aircraft involved in accidents 
in the United States.
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https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/data-and-statistics/pipeline/data-and-statistics-overview
https://ntsb.gov/investigations/data/Pages/Data_Stats.aspx
https://www.bts.gov/content/transportation-fatalities-mode
https://safetydata.fra.dot.gov/OfficeofSafety/default.aspx
https://www.transit.dot.gov/ntd/data-product/safety-security-major-only-time-series-data
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/roadway-fatalities-2018-fars
https://cgmix.uscg.mil/IIR/IIRSearch.aspx
https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/data/Pages/Data_Stats.aspx
https://ntsb.gov/news/press-releases/Pages/NR20191114.aspx
https://www.bts.gov/content/transportation-fatalities-mode

