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DEPARTRMENT OF TRANSFORTATION

NATIONAL TRANZFORTATION SAFETY BOA R‘D
WASHINGTOR, D.C. 20501 FlLE CGPY

July 18, 1969 -

OFFICE OF
THES CHAILSMIN

Mr. Alfred E. Perlman
President

Penn Central Company : .
230 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Perlman:

The National Transporiation Safely Board has been con-
ducting an investigation of the derailment accident to Penn
Central Train Second 115, which occurred at Glenn Dalc,
Maryland on June 28, 1969. The investigation is continuing;
however, some facts have been sufficiently determined to
provide the basis for an accident prevention recommendation
by the Safety Board to the Penn Central Company.

It has been determined that under conditions of high temper-
ature, a section of track near the grade crossing at Glenn Dale
moved laterally, producing a misalignment of the track. The
ballast section in this area was less than thal required under
the Manual of Standard Practice for Construction and Main-
tenance of Track of the Penn Central Company, in that ballast
at the ends of ties was not brought up to the level of the ties.
This omission tends to reduce the degree of restraint against
movement of ties in the lateral direction, and thus reduces
the restraint against track buckling in high temperatures
below that which would normally be provided by a full ballast
sectiion. '

Since June 28, Safety Board personnel have inspected
track in the vicinity of Glenn Dale and have found other
instences in which a full ballast section at the ends of ties
was not present.
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Because high summer temperatures tend {o increase thermal
expansion stresses in track, and because we are now in the midst
of the highest temperature season, the Safety Board recommends
that the Penn Central Company immediately inspect all of its @“GQ'IV
track in the Washington-New York Corridor and in other areas
where welded rail is installed to insure that a full ballasi section,
as described in Penn Central Plan 70003 is present, and that a
full ballast section be provided where deficiencies are found.

QOur staff is available to discuss this matter aild to offer any
assistance desired.

Sincerely yours,

‘John H. Reed
Chairman

cc: Honorable John A. Volpe
Secretary of Transportation

Mr. Reginald N. Whitman
Federal Railroad Administrator



