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M 1". Alfred E. Perlman
President
Penn Central Company
230 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Perlman:

The Nationa1 Transportation Safety Board has been con
ducting an investigation of the derailment accidcll~ to Penn
C0li,ral 'b-ain Second 115, which occurred at Glenn D8.1C-,
Ni.Ctryland on June 28, 1969. The investigation is continuing;
however, some facts have been sufficiently determined to
p!'(J\'ide the basis for an aCCident prevention recommendation
by the Safety Board to the Penn Central Company.

1t has been determined that under conditions of high. tempcr
atlll'C, a sectio;, of track neal' the grad2 crossing at GleIm Dale
moved l?teriil.lly, producing a misalignment of the track. The
ballast section in this area was less than that. required under
the Mc:nual of Standard Practice for Construction and Main
tenancc of Track of the Pcnn Central Company, in that ballast
at the ends of ties was not bl'ought up to the level of the ties.
ThiE omission tends to reduce the degree of :-estl'aint against
movement of tics in the 1ateral di recti on, and thus reduces
the l·~strair.t against track buckling in high temperatu)'es
h~lo\'! that wh~ch \'.'ould normally be provided by a full ballast
seclion.

Since June ~8. Safety Hoard p'cl'sonnel have inspected
tl'ar.k in the vicinity of Gkrln Dale and have found other
in~lc.."!cCS in which a full ballast section at the ends of ties
WnS not pl'esent.
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Because high summer tempel"atut'es tend to increase thermal
expansion sh'esses in track, and because we are now in the midst
of the highest temperature season, the safety Board recommends
that the Penn Central Company immediately inspect all of its R {P ~ f 7
track in the Washington-New York Corridor and in other areas ~-
where welded rail is installed to insure that a full ballast section,
as described in Penn Central Plan 70003 is present, and that a
full ballast section be provided where deficiencies are found.
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Our staff is av~ilable to discuss this matter and to o:fcr any
assistance desired.

Sincerely yours,

~,h?i?j{~John Ii, }{eed
. Chairman

cc: Honorable John A. Volpe
Secreta!',)' of Transportation

Mr. Reginald N. \Vhitm2.n
Federal Railroad Administrator
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