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SAFETY REC.OMMENDAT ION(S) 

R-7fi-58 

Since June 8, 1976, Amtrak train, James Wkitccmb Riley, 
No. 50 (eastbound) and 51 (westbound) has derailed three 
times on the rails of the Chesapeake and O h i o  Cmpany's NEW 
River suldivision. 

I& June 8, the two l omot ive  units and eight cars of 
t ra in  50 derailed a t  Hinton, West Virginia; two persons were 
injured. On Sept- 29, the two lccanotive units and six 
cars of train 50 derailed a t  East S e e l l ,  West Virginia; four 
persons were injured. 
derailed a t  Sewell, West Virginia. 
trains have derailed recently on the New River StMivision, 
and i n  one accident sane of the derailed cars toppled into 
Mew River. 

On N w e m b e r  29, f ive cars of train 51 
In addition, three freight 

The major part of this subdivision traverses the New 
River Gorge which has extremely rugged bpqraphy. 
locations the track is constructed on z side hill cut, which 
varies between approximately 60 t o  90 feet  abwe New River i n  
the area of the derailments. Iii the l a s t  Amtrak derailment, 
the passenger cars came to r e s t  a t  the outer edge of this 
side hill cut. If  these cars had dropped into New River, 
rescue efforts would have heen w t r e l y  d i f f icu l t  because of 
the topqraphy and the limited access t o  New fiver Gorge. 

In m y  



( 2 )  

R- 76- 58 

aeliminary investigations of the three Amtrak derailments 
on thus sukdivision by the National Transportation Safety 
Board indicate that individual deviations fran the Track 
Safety Standurds of the Federal Railroad Administration, 
while not violations, do in ccanbination constitute safety 
hazards. The Safety Board believes that trains should not be 
opera- over this sddivision a t  speeds W e  30 w h  u n t i l  
the track is thoroughly inspected and appropriate corrections 
made. 

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board 
recamends that the Federal Railroad Administration: 

Restrict t ra in  speeds over New River 
suMivision t o  a inaximum of 30 mph 
unt i l  the track is  safe for higher 
operating speeds. (Class I, Urgent 
F o l b ~ p )  (R-76-58) 

TODD, C h a w ,  B A I W ,  V i c e  Chairman, McADAMS, NXUE, and 
EIALEX, Members, concurred in  the W e  r e c m a t i o n .  
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