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PINA. Contributing to the cause of this accident were the deficiant visibility of
the barge navigation lights and the fsiiure of the operator of the MR. PETE and the
pilot of the PINA to estublish a passing agreement and to take timely action to
slow or stop their vessels after repeated attempts to establish radio
communications were unsuccessful.

RECOMMENDATIONS

As a result of its investigation of this accident, the Nationa! Transportation
Safety Board recominended:

--to the U.S. Coast Guard:

Expand and intensify the vessel boarding program in New
Orleans to enforce the requirements of 46 U.S.C. 405(b) and
the requirements of the Pilot Rules for Inland Walers
regarding navigation lights to be displayed on barges on the
Mississippi River. (Class II, Priority Action) (M-80-99)

--to The American Waterways Operators, Inc.:

Notify member companies of the need {or each company to
establish procedures whereby it can insure that only
properly licensed personnel are employed tc operate
towboals on the inlund waterways and \estern rivers of the
United States. (Class I, Priority Action) (M-80-100)

Notify member companies of the availabilityv of
manufactured portable barge navigation lights accepta.le to
the U.S. Coast Guard as meeting the requirements of the
Rules of the Road and of the need to use only such portatile
lights on their barges. (Class Il, Priority Action) (M-80-101)

BY THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
/s/ JAMNES . KING
Chairiman

/s/  ELWOOD T. DRIVER
Vice Chairman

/s/{ FRANCISH.McADAM:S
Member

/s!/  PATRICIA A. GOLDMAN
Member

G.H. PATRICK BURSLEY, Menber, did not participate.
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