July 16, 2019
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-3). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
This letter provides information about the National Transportation Safety Board’s (NTSB)
June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the US Department
of Transportation. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Require all in-service school buses to be equipped with fire suppression systems
that at a minimum address engine fires. (H-19-3) (See section 2.4.4.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-3).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
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Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Heidi King
Deputy Administrator
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-4 and -5). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If
your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Heidi King
Deputy Administrator
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Deputy Administrator King:
This letter provides information about the National Transportation Safety Board’s (NTSB)
June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Additional information regarding the
recommendations can be found in the noted sections of the report.
•

Require all new school buses to be equipped with fire suppression systems that
at a minimum address engine fires. (H-19-4) (See section 2.4.4.)

•

Develop standards for newly manufactured school buses, especially those with
engines that extend beyond the firewall, to ensure that no hazardous quantity of
gas or flame can pass through the firewall from the engine compartment to the
passenger compartment. (H-19-5) (See section 2.4.4.)

In addition, the NTSB reiterates the following recommendation to NHTSA:
•
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Revise Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 302 to adopt the more rigorous
performance standards for interior flammability and smoke emissions
characteristics already in use throughout the US Department of Transportation
for commercial aviation and rail passenger transportation. (H-15-12) (See
section 2.4.4.)
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The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this
letter, detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-4 and -5). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If
your reply, including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kay Ivey
Governor of Alabama
State Capitol
600 Dexter Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36130-2751
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 19,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will be
considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Correspondence-crb
Executive Secretariat
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594

Tel: (202) 314-6403
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019

The Honorable Kay Ivey
Governor of Alabama
State Capitol
600 Dexter Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36130-2751
Dear Governor Ivey:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Alabama to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Alabama. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
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•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent accidents
and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter, detailing
the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations. When replying,
please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6). We
encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply, including
attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions on how
to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of the
same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Michael J. Dunleavy
Governor of Alaska
State Capitol, Third Floor
PO Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety
Recommendation H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments,
please e-mail us at the same address for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do
not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will be
considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Correspondence-crb
Executive Secretariat
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594

Tel: (202) 314-6403
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019

The Honorable Michael J. Dunleavy
Governor of Alaska
State Capitol, Third Floor
PO Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001
Dear Governor Dunleavy:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Alaska to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Alaska.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
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•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Asa Hutchinson
Governor of Arkansas
250 State Capitol
500 Woodlane Ave.
Little Rock, AR 72201-3405
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will be
considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Correspondence-crb
Executive Secretariat
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594

Tel: (202) 314-6403
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019

The Honorable Asa Hutchinson
Governor of Arkansas
250 State Capitol
500 Woodlane Ave.
Little Rock, AR 72201-3405
Dear Governor Hutchinson:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Arkansas to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Arkansas. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
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•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Gavin Newsome
Governor of California
1303 10th St., Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814-4910
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019

The Honorable Gavin Newsome
Governor of California
1303 10th St., Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814-4910
Dear Governor Newsome:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge California to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
California. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Jared Polis
Governor of Colorado
136 State Capitol
Denver, CO 80203-1792
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019

The Honorable Jared Polis
Governor of Colorado
136 State Capitol
Denver, CO 80203-1792
Dear Governor Polis:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Colorado to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Colorado. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s

2
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Ned Lamont
Governor of Connecticut
State Capitol
210 Capitol Ave.
Hartford, CT 06106-1535
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019

The Honorable Ned Lamont
Governor of Connecticut
State Capitol
210 Capitol Ave.
Hartford, CT 06106-1535
Dear Governor Lamont:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Connecticut to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Connecticut. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
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•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Muriel Bowser
Mayor of the District of Columbia
John A. Wilson Bldg.
1350 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 316
Washington, DC 20004-3003
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Muriel Bowser
Mayor of the District of Columbia
John A. Wilson Bldg.
1350 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 316
Washington, DC 20004-3003
Dear Mayor Bowser:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge the District of Columbia to act on the
safety recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk
of future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the District of
Columbia. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

58678

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s

2
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable John C. Carney, Jr.
Governor of Delaware
Tatnall Building, Second Floor
150 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. S
Dover, DE 19901-3637
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable John C. Carney, Jr.
Governor of Delaware
Tatnall Building, Second Floor
150 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. S
Dover, DE 19901-3637
Dear Governor Carney, Jr.:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Delaware to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Delaware. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s

2
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Brian P. Kemp
Governor of Georgia
111 State Capitol
206 Washington St.
Atlanta, GA 30334-1600
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Brian P. Kemp
Governor of Georgia
111 State Capitol
206 Washington St.
Atlanta, GA 30334-1600
Dear Governor Kemp:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Georgia to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Georgia. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s

2
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable David Y. Ige
Governor of Hawaii
Executive Chambers, State Capitol
Honolulu, HI 96813-2425
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable David Y. Ige
Governor of Hawaii
Executive Chambers, State Capitol
Honolulu, HI 96813-2425
Dear Governor Ige:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Hawaii to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Hawaii.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Brad Little
Governor of Idaho
State Capitol Bldg.
PO Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0003
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Brad Little
Governor of Idaho
State Capitol Bldg.
PO Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0003
Dear Governor Little:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Idaho to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Idaho.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s

2
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable J. B. Pritzker
Governor of Illinois
207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706-9998
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable J. B. Pritzker
Governor of Illinois
207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706-9998
Dear Governor Pritzker:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Illinois to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Illinois.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kim Reynolds
Governor of Iowa
1007 East Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50319-0001
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by numbers (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6, -7, and -8). We encourage you to submit your response to
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments,
please e-mail us at the same address for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do
not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kim Reynolds
Governor of Iowa
1007 East Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50319-0001
Dear Governor Reynolds:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Iowa to act on the safety
recommendations in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to the state of Iowa.
Additional information regarding the recommendations can be found in the noted sections of the
report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
•

Inform your school districts of the circumstances of the Oakland school bus
crash and fire and the lessons learned from the investigation, and publicize to
your staff the methods available for individually reporting school bus drivers
who have medical conditions that might affect their ability to safely operate a
school bus. (H-19-7) (See section 2.3.5.)

•

Educate your school districts on the circumstances of the Oakland school bus
crash and fire, and provide guidelines to drivers on how to present thorough
evacuation training to students; require twice-yearly documented school bus
evacuation training and drills (including showing students how to open a
manually operated loading door); and verify that training is available to all
potential bus passengers, including students, teachers, and other school district
employees who might act as chaperones or substitute school bus drivers.
(H-19-8) (See section 2.5.3.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6,
-7, and -8). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply, including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Laura Kelly
Governor of Kansas
241S State Capitol
300 SW 10th Ave.
Topeka, KS 66612-1590
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Laura Kelly
Governor of Kansas
241S State Capitol
300 SW 10th Ave.
Topeka, KS 66612-1590
Dear Governor Kelly:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Kansas to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Kansas.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Matt Bevin
Governor of Kentucky
700 Capitol Ave.
Frankfort, KY 40601-3454
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Matt Bevin
Governor of Kentucky
700 Capitol Ave.
Frankfort, KY 40601-3454
Dear Governor Bevin:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Kentucky to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Kentucky. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

58678

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable John Bel Edwards
Governor of Louisiana
PO Box 94004
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9004
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable John Bel Edwards
Governor of Louisiana
PO Box 94004
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9004
Dear Governor Edwards:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Louisiana to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Louisiana. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

58678

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Janet T. Mills
Governor of Maine
1 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0001
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Janet T. Mills
Governor of Maine
1 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0001
Dear Governor Mills:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Maine to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Maine.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•

58678

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Larry Hogan
Governor of Maryland
100 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401-1925
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Larry Hogan
Governor of Maryland
100 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401-1925
Dear Governor Hogan:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Maryland to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Maryland. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

58678

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Charlie Baker
Governor of Massachusetts
280 State House
Boston, MA 02133-1002
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Charlie Baker
Governor of Massachusetts
280 State House
Boston, MA 02133-1002
Dear Governor Baker:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Massachusetts to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Massachusetts. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Gretchen Whitmer
Governor of Michigan
PO Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909-7513
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Gretchen Whitmer
Governor of Michigan
PO Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909-7513
Dear Governor Whitmer:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Michigan to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Michigan. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Tim Walz
Governor of Minnesota
130 State Capitol
St. Paul, MN 55155-1605
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Tim Walz
Governor of Minnesota
130 State Capitol
St. Paul, MN 55155-1605
Dear Governor Walz:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Minnesota to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Minnesota. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Phil Bryant
Governor of Mississippi
PO Box 139
Jackson, MS 39205-0139
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Phil Bryant
Governor of Mississippi
PO Box 139
Jackson, MS 39205-0139
Dear Governor Bryant:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Mississippi to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Mississippi. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Michael L. Parson
Governor of Missouri
PO Box 720
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0720
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Michael L. Parson
Governor of Missouri
PO Box 720
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0720
Dear Governor Parson:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Missouri to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Missouri. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Steve Bullock
Governor of Montana
State Capitol
PO Box 200801
Helena, MT 59620-0801
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Steve Bullock
Governor of Montana
State Capitol
PO Box 200801
Helena, MT 59620-0801
Dear Governor Bullock:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Montana to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Montana. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Pete Ricketts
Governor of Nebraska
PO Box 94848
Lincoln, NE 68509-4848
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Pete Ricketts
Governor of Nebraska
PO Box 94848
Lincoln, NE 68509-4848
Dear Governor Ricketts:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Nebraska to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Nebraska. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
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physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Steve Sisolak
Governor of Nevada
State Capitol
101 N. Carson St.
Carson City, NV 89701-5336
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Steve Sisolak
Governor of Nevada
State Capitol
101 N. Carson St.
Carson City, NV 89701-5336
Dear Governor Sisolak:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Nevada to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Nevada.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Chris Sununu
Governor of New Hampshire
State House
107 N. Main St.
Concord, NH 03301-4951
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Chris Sununu
Governor of New Hampshire
State House
107 N. Main St.
Concord, NH 03301-4951
Dear Governor Sununu:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge New Hampshire to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of New
Hampshire. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Phil Murphy
Governor of New Jersey
PO Box 001
Trenton, NJ 08625-0001
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Phil Murphy
Governor of New Jersey
PO Box 001
Trenton, NJ 08625-0001
Dear Governor Murphy:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge New Jersey to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of New
Jersey. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of
the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
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physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham
Governor of New Mexico
490 Old Santa Fe Trail
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2704
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham
Governor of New Mexico
490 Old Santa Fe Trail
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2704
Dear Governor Lujan Grisham:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge New Mexico to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of New
Mexico. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Roy Cooper
Governor of North Carolina
20301 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Roy Cooper
Governor of North Carolina
20301 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301
Dear Governor Cooper:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge North Carolina to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of North
Carolina. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
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physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Doug Burgum
Governor of North Dakota
State Capitol
600 E. Boulevard Ave.
Bismark, ND 58505-0001
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Doug Burgum
Governor of North Dakota
State Capitol
600 E. Boulevard Ave.
Bismark, ND 58505-0001
Dear Governor Burgum:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge North Dakota to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of North
Dakota. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Mike DeWine
Governor of Ohio
Riffe Center, 30th Floor
77 S. High St.
Columbus, OH 43215-6117
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Mike DeWine
Governor of Ohio
Riffe Center, 30th Floor
77 S. High St.
Columbus, OH 43215-6117
Dear Governor DeWine:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Ohio to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Ohio.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kevin Stitt
Governor of Oklahoma
212 State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4801
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kevin Stitt
Governor of Oklahoma
212 State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4801
Dear Governor Stitt:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Oklahoma to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Oklahoma. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,

[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kate Brown
Governor of Oregon
900 Court St. NE, Suite 254
Salem, OR 97301-4047
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kate Brown
Governor of Oregon
900 Court St. NE, Suite 254
Salem, OR 97301-4047
Dear Governor Brown:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Oregon to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Oregon.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
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physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,

[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Tom Wolf
Governor of Pennsylvania
508 Main Capitol Bldg.
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0062
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Tom Wolf
Governor of Pennsylvania
508 Main Capitol Bldg.
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0062
Dear Governor Wolf:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Pennsylvania to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Pennsylvania. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Ricardo Rosselló
Governor of Puerto Rico
La Fortaleza
PO Box 9020082
San Juan, PR 00902-0082
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Ricardo Rosselló
Governor of Puerto Rico
La Fortaleza
PO Box 9020082
San Juan, PR 00902-0082
Dear Governor Rosselló:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Puerto Rico to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the territory of
Puerto Rico. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Gina M. Raimondo
Governor of Rhode Island
State House
82 Smith St.
Providence, RI 02903-1105
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Gina M. Raimondo
Governor of Rhode Island
State House
82 Smith St.
Providence, RI 02903-1105
Dear Governor Raimondo:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Rhode Island to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Rhode
Island. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of
the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kristi Noem
Governor of South Dakota
500 E. Capitol Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501-5001
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kristi Noem
Governor of South Dakota
500 E. Capitol Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501-5001
Dear Governor Noem:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge South Dakota to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of South
Dakota. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
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physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Bill Lee
Governor of Tennessee
State Capitol, 1st Floor
600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37243-0001
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Bill Lee
Governor of Tennessee
State Capitol, 1st Floor
600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37243-0001
Dear Governor Lee:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Tennessee to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Tennessee. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Greg Abbott
Governor of Texas
PO Box 12428
Austin, TX 78711-2428
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Greg Abbott
Governor of Texas
PO Box 12428
Austin, TX 78711-2428
Dear Governor Abbott:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Texas to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Texas.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
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physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Gary R. Herbert
Governor of Utah
350 N. State St., Suite 200
PO Box 142220
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-2220
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Gary R. Herbert
Governor of Utah
350 N. State St., Suite 200
PO Box 142220
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-2220
Dear Governor Herbert:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Utah to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of Utah.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Phil Scott
Governor of Vermont
109 State St., Pavilion
Montpelier, VT 05609-0101
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Phil Scott
Governor of Vermont
109 State St., Pavilion
Montpelier, VT 05609-0101
Dear Governor Scott:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Vermont to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Vermont. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
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physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Ralph S. Northam
Governor of Virginia
PO Box 1475
Richmond, VA 23218-1475
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Ralph S. Northam
Governor of Virginia
PO Box 1475
Richmond, VA 23218-1475
Dear Governor Northam:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Virginia to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Virginia. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Jay Inslee
Governor of Washington
416 Sid Snyder Ave. SW, Suite 200
PO Box 40002
Olympia, WA 95804-0002
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Jay Inslee
Governor of Washington
416 Sid Snyder Ave. SW, Suite 200
PO Box 40002
Olympia, WA 95804-0002
Dear Governor Inslee:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Washington to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Washington. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s

2
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Tony Evers
Governor of Wisconsin
115 East Capitol
Madison, WI 53702-0100
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Tony Evers
Governor of Wisconsin
115 East Capitol
Madison, WI 53702-0100
Dear Governor Evers:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Wisconsin to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Wisconsin. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted
section of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
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physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gordon
Governor of Wyoming
Idelman Mansion
2323 Carey Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0010
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gordon
Governor of Wyoming
Idelman Mansion
2323 Carey Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0010
Dear Governor Gordon:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Wyoming to act on the safety
recommendation in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the state of
Wyoming. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section
of the report.
•

Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
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physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6).
We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kim Reynolds
Governor of Iowa
1007 East Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50319-0001
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by numbers (Safety Recommendation
H-19-6, -7, and -8). We encourage you to submit your response to
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments,
please e-mail us at the same address for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do
not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
The Honorable Kim Reynolds
Governor of Iowa
1007 East Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50319-0001
Dear Governor Reynolds:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Iowa to act on the safety
recommendations in this letter because we believe your government can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, we identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to the state of Iowa.
Additional information regarding the recommendations can be found in the noted sections of the
report.
•
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Revise your school bus driver requirements so that all drivers must pass a
physical performance test at least annually and also whenever a driver’s
physical condition changes in a manner that could affect his or her ability to

2
physically perform school bus driver duties, including helping passengers
evacuate a bus in an emergency. (H-19-6) (See section 2.3.5.)
•

Inform your school districts of the circumstances of the Oakland school bus
crash and fire and the lessons learned from the investigation, and publicize to
your staff the methods available for individually reporting school bus drivers
who have medical conditions that might affect their ability to safely operate a
school bus. (H-19-7) (See section 2.3.5.)

•

Educate your school districts on the circumstances of the Oakland school bus
crash and fire, and provide guidelines to drivers on how to present thorough
evacuation training to students; require twice-yearly documented school bus
evacuation training and drills (including showing students how to open a
manually operated loading door); and verify that training is available to all
potential bus passengers, including students, teachers, and other school district
employees who might act as chaperones or substitute school bus drivers.
(H-19-8) (See section 2.5.3.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-6,
-7, and -8). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply, including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]

Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Dr. Timothy Mitchell
Superintendent
Riverside Community School District
330 Pleasant Street
Carson, IA 51525
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-9). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Dr. Timothy Mitchell
Superintendent
Riverside Community School District
330 Pleasant Street
Carson, IA 51525
Dear Dr. Mitchell:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge the Riverside Community School
District to act on the safety recommendation in this letter because we believe your organization
can help reduce the risk of future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our
recommendation process, please see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests
and driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant
interior materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and
equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the Riverside
Community School District. Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found
in the noted section of the report.
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•

During your annual school bus driver training, advise drivers on how to use the
onboard 911 button in the event of an emergency. (H-19-9) (See section 2.5.3.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in this recommendation because it is designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter, detailing
the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When replying,
please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-19-9). We
encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply, including
attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions on how
to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of the
same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Mike Martin, Executive Director
National Association for Pupil Transportation
1840 Western Avenue
Albany, NY 12203-4624
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendations
H-19-10). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Mike Martin, Executive Director
National Association for Pupil Transportation
1840 Western Avenue
Albany, NY 12203-4624
Dear Mr. Martin:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge the National Association for Pupil
Transportation (NAPT) to act on the safety recommendation in this letter because we believe your
organization can help reduce the risk of future accidents. For more information about the NTSB
and our recommendation process, please see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the NAPT.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•
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Recommend that your members verify that students are educated on how to
operate the manual release handle for front loading doors on school buses
during evacuation training and drills. (H-19-10) (See section 2.5.3.)
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In the same report, we also classified a previously issued safety recommendation:
•

Inform your members of the circumstances of the Baltimore school bus crash
and lessons learned from the crash investigation to help raise awareness of the
avenues available to report school bus drivers with medical conditions that may
make it unsafe for them to operate a school bus. (H-18-16, classified “Closed—
Acceptable Action” in section 2.3.5.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in our new recommendation because it is designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-1910). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Charlie Hood, Executive Director
National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services
8205 Bristol Ct.
Tallahassee, FL 32311-9406
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendations
H-19-10). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019

Mr. Charlie Hood, Executive Director
National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services
8205 Bristol Ct.
Tallahassee, FL 32311-9406
Dear Mr. Hood:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge the National Association of State
Directors of Pupil Transportation Services (NASDPTS) to act on the safety recommendation in
this letter because we believe your organization can help reduce the risk of future accidents. For
more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please see the attached onepage summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests
and driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant
interior materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and
equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the NASDPTS.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
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•

Recommend that your members verify that students are educated on how to
operate the manual release handle for front loading doors on school buses
during evacuation training and drills. (H-19-10) (See section 2.5.3.)

In the same report, we also classified a previously issued safety recommendation:
•

Inform your members of the circumstances of the Baltimore school bus crash
and lessons learned from the crash investigation to help raise awareness of the
avenues available to report school bus drivers with medical conditions that may
make it unsafe for them to operate a school bus. (H-18-16, classified “Closed—
Acceptable Action” in section 2.3.5.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in our new recommendation because it is designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-1910). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Richard C. Kelly, Esq.
Government Relations
National School Transportation Association
623 North Broad Street
Lansdale, PA 19446-2316
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation
H-19-10). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Richard C. Kelly, Esq.
Government Relations
National School Transportation Association
623 North Broad Street
Lansdale, PA 19446-2316
Dear Mr. Kelly:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge the National School Transportation
Association (NSTA) to act on the safety recommendation in this letter because we believe your
organization can help reduce the risk of future accidents. For more information about the NTSB
and our recommendation process, please see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests
and driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant
interior materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and
equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the NSTA.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
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•

Recommend that your members verify that students are educated on how to
operate the manual release handle for front loading doors on school buses
during evacuation training and drills. (H-19-10) (See section 2.5.3.)

In the same report, we also classified a previously issued safety recommendation:
•

Inform your members of the circumstances of the Baltimore school bus crash
and lessons learned from the crash investigation to help raise awareness of the
avenues available to report school bus drivers with medical conditions that may
make it unsafe for them to operate a school bus. (H-18-16, classified “Closed—
Acceptable Action” in section 2.3.5.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in our new recommendation because it is designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-1910). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Philip Horlock, President and CEO
Blue Bird Corporation
402 Bluebird Blvd.
PO Box 937
Fort Valley, GA 31030-5088
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendations
H-19-11 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov.
If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address
for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy
and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.
Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Philip Horlock, President and CEO
Blue Bird Corporation
402 Bluebird Blvd.
PO Box 937
Fort Valley, GA 31030-5088
Dear Mr. Horlock:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Blue Bird Corporation to act on the
safety recommendations in this letter because we believe your organization can help reduce the
risk of future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.
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Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to Blue Bird
Corporation. Additional information regarding the recommendations can be found in the noted
sections of the report.
•

As standard equipment on all newly manufactured school buses, install fire
suppression systems that at a minimum address engine fires. (H-19-11) (See
section 2.4.4.)

•

Ensure that, for any opening or penetration of the engine firewall, no hazardous
quantity of gas or flame can pass through the firewall from the engine
compartment to the passenger compartment in newly manufactured school
buses. (H-19-12) (See section 2.4.4.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days, detailing the
actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendations. When replying, please
refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendations H-19-11 and -12). We
encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply, including
attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions on how
to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of the
same response.
Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Matt Scheuler, President
Collins Industries, Inc.
15 Compound Drive
Hutchinson, KS 67502-4349
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendations
H-19-11 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov.
If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address
for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy
and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Matt Scheuler, President
Collins Industries, Inc.
15 Compound Drive
Hutchinson, KS 67502-4349
Dear Mr. Scheuler:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Collins Industries, Inc., to act on the
safety recommendations in this letter because we believe your organization can help reduce the
risk of future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to Collins Industries,
Inc. Additional information regarding the recommendations can be found in the noted sections of
the report.
•

58678

As standard equipment on all newly manufactured school buses, install fire
suppression systems that at a minimum address engine fires. (H-19-11) (See
section 2.4.4.)
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•

Ensure that, for any opening or penetration of the engine firewall, no hazardous
quantity of gas or flame can pass through the firewall from the engine
compartment to the passenger compartment in newly manufactured school
buses. (H-19-12) (See section 2.4.4.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendations. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendations H-1911 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply, including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Troy Clarke, President and CEO
IC Bus
2601 Navistar Dr.
Lisle, IL 60532-3579
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendations may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendations
H-19-11 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov.
If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address
for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy
and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Troy Clarke, President and CEO
IC Bus
2601 Navistar Dr.
Lisle, IL 60532-3579
Dear Mr. Clarke:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge IC Bus to act on the safety
recommendations in this letter because we believe your organization can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to IC Bus.
Additional information regarding the recommendations can be found in the noted sections of the
report.
•

58678

As standard equipment on all newly manufactured school buses, install fire
suppression systems that at a minimum address engine fires. (H-19-11) (See
section 2.4.4.)

2
•

Ensure that, for any opening or penetration of the engine firewall, no hazardous
quantity of gas or flame can pass through the firewall from the engine
compartment to the passenger compartment in newly manufactured school
buses. (H-19-12) (See section 2.4.4.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendations. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendations H-1911 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply, including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Mike Martin, Executive Director
National Association for Pupil Transportation
1840 Western Avenue
Albany, NY 12203-4624
Dear Mr. Martin:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge the National Association for Pupil
Transportation (NAPT) to act on the safety recommendation in this letter because we believe your
organization can help reduce the risk of future accidents. For more information about the NTSB
and our recommendation process, please see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendation to the NAPT.
Additional information regarding the recommendation can be found in the noted section of the
report.
•

58678

Recommend that your members verify that students are educated on how to
operate the manual release handle for front loading doors on school buses
during evacuation training and drills. (H-19-10) (See section 2.5.3.)

2
In the same report, we also classified a previously issued safety recommendation:
•

Inform your members of the circumstances of the Baltimore school bus crash
and lessons learned from the crash investigation to help raise awareness of the
avenues available to report school bus drivers with medical conditions that may
make it unsafe for them to operate a school bus. (H-18-16, classified “Closed—
Acceptable Action” in section 2.3.5.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in our new recommendation because it is designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendation. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendation H-1910). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your reply,
including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for instructions
on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a hard copy of
the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. David Wright, President
Starcraft Bus
2367 Century Drive
Goshen, IN 46528-5002
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendations
H-19-11 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov.
If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address
for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy
and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. David Wright, President
Starcraft Bus
2367 Century Drive
Goshen, IN 46528-5002
Dear Mr. Wright:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Starcraft Bus to act on the safety
recommendations in this letter because we believe your organization can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to Starcraft Bus.
Additional information regarding the recommendations can be found in the noted sections of the
report.
•

58678

As standard equipment on all newly manufactured school buses, install fire
suppression systems that at a minimum address engine fires. (H-19-11) (See
section 2.4.4.)
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•

Ensure that, for any opening or penetration of the engine firewall, no hazardous
quantity of gas or flame can pass through the firewall from the engine
compartment to the passenger compartment in newly manufactured school
buses. (H-19-12) (See section 2.4.4.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendations. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendations H-1911 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply, including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Caley Edgerly, President and CEO
Thomas Built Buses
1408 Courtesy Road
High Point, NC 27260-7248
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendations
H-19-11 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov.
If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address
for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy
and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. Caley Edgerly, President and CEO
Thomas Built Buses
1408 Courtesy Road
High Point, NC 27260-7248
Dear Mr. Edgerly:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Thomas Built Buses to act on the safety
recommendations in this letter because we believe your organization can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to Thomas Built
Buses. Additional information regarding the recommendations can be found in the noted sections
of the report.
•

58678

As standard equipment on all newly manufactured school buses, install fire
suppression systems that at a minimum address engine fires. (H-19-11) (See
section 2.4.4.)
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•

Ensure that, for any opening or penetration of the engine firewall, no hazardous
quantity of gas or flame can pass through the firewall from the engine
compartment to the passenger compartment in newly manufactured school
buses. (H-19-12) (See section 2.4.4.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendations. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendations H-1911 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply, including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
John Phraner, President
Trans Tech
7 Lake Station Road
Warwick, NY 10990-3426
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendations
H-19-11 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov.
If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address
for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy
and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
John Phraner, President
Trans Tech
7 Lake Station Road
Warwick, NY 10990-3426
Dear Mr. Phraner:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Trans Tech to act on the safety
recommendations in this letter because we believe your organization can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to Trans Tech.
Additional information regarding the recommendations can be found in the noted sections of the
report.
•

58678

As standard equipment on all newly manufactured school buses, install fire
suppression systems that at a minimum address engine fires. (H-19-11) (See
section 2.4.4.)

2
•

Ensure that, for any opening or penetration of the engine firewall, no hazardous
quantity of gas or flame can pass through the firewall from the engine
compartment to the passenger compartment in newly manufactured school
buses. (H-19-12) (See section 2.4.4.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendations. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendations H-1911 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply, including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. James Anderson, President
Van-Con, Inc.
123 William Street
Middlesex, NJ 08846-2542
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant
accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline. We
determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to provide
assistance to victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
The attached letter from the NTSB Chairman provides information about the NTSB’s June 18,
2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017,
NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of this accident investigation and the resulting safety
recommendation may be found in the attached report, which can also be accessed at
http://www.ntsb.gov. For more information about NTSB and our recommendation process,
please see the attached one-page summary.
The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to prevent
accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of the date of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement these recommendations.
When replying, please refer to the safety recommendation by number (Safety Recommendations
H-19-11 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov.
If your reply exceeds 20 megabytes, including attachments, please e-mail us at the same address
for instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy
and a hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and viewable
by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response to this
recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations) will
be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Executive Secretariat-LRM
Office of the Managing Director
National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20594
Tel: (202)314-6047
Email: ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
Office of the Chairman

July 16, 2019
Mr. James Anderson, President
Van-Con, Inc.
123 William Street
Middlesex, NJ 08846-2542
Dear Mr. Anderson:
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and
significant accidents in other modes of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, and pipeline.
We determine the probable cause of the accidents and issue safety recommendations aimed at
preventing future accidents. In addition, we carry out special studies concerning transportation
safety and coordinate the resources of the federal government and other organizations to assist
victims and their family members affected by major transportation disasters.
We are providing the following information to urge Van-Con, Inc., to act on the safety
recommendations in this letter because we believe your organization can help reduce the risk of
future accidents. For more information about the NTSB and our recommendation process, please
see the attached one-page summary.
This letter provides information about our June 18, 2019, report School Bus Run-Off-Road
and Fire, Oakland, Iowa, December 12, 2017, NTSB/HAR-19/01. The details of the accident
investigation and the resulting safety recommendations may be found in the attached report, which
can also be accessed at http://www.ntsb.gov.
As a result of its investigation, the NTSB identified the following safety issues:
•
•
•

School bus driver fitness for duty, including physical performance tests and
driver oversight by the Riverside Community School District.
School bus fire safety, including fire suppression systems, fire-resistant interior
materials, and federal fire safety performance standards.
School bus emergency training, including evacuation drills and equipment.

Accordingly, the NTSB makes the following safety recommendations to Van-Con, Inc.
Additional information regarding the recommendations can be found in the noted sections of the
report.
•

58678

As standard equipment on all newly manufactured school buses, install fire
suppression systems that at a minimum address engine fires. (H-19-11) (See
section 2.4.4.)

2
•

Ensure that, for any opening or penetration of the engine firewall, no hazardous
quantity of gas or flame can pass through the firewall from the engine
compartment to the passenger compartment in newly manufactured school
buses. (H-19-12) (See section 2.4.4.)

The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to
prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate a response within 90 days of this letter,
detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement the recommendations. When
replying, please refer to the safety recommendations by number (Safety Recommendations H-1911 and -12). We encourage you to submit your response to ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov. If your
reply, including attachments, exceeds 20 megabytes, please e-mail us at the same address for
instructions on how to send larger documents. Please do not submit both an electronic copy and a
hard copy of the same response.
All communications regarding safety recommendations will be stored by the NTSB and
viewable by the public. Please do not send privileged or confidential communications in response
to this recommendation. Responses marked as confidential or privileged (or similar designations)
will be considered nonresponsive. If you have concerns about this protocol, please contact us at
ExecutiveSecretariat@ntsb.gov or call (202) 314-6290 and ask to be directed to the Safety
Recommendations Division.

Sincerely,
[Original Signed]
Robert L. Sumwalt, III
Chairman

NTSB Recommendations and You
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged
with investigating and determining the probable cause of transportation accidents. We do
not make regulations, but we do issue recommendations to organizations such as yours
when we discover shortcomings in the transportation system that increase the risk of
accidents. As a result of our investigative activities, we have issued one or more safety
recommendations that we believe you can act on to improve transportation safety.

Why did the NTSB issue
my organization a safety
recommendation?
We issue safety recommendations
to organizations that can bring about
change to reduce the risk of accidents,
either through their direct role in the
transportation industry, their legislative
or regulatory authority, or the significant
influence they have among others in the
industry. We believe your organization is
able to make or influence such changes.

What does the NTSB expect
of safety recommendation
recipients?
First and foremost, we encourage you to
promptly take the recommended action
to improve safety. Because we’re eager
to see recommendations implemented
before more accidents occur, we
follow recipient’s efforts to implement
each recommendation. We ask that
you update us any time you achieve a
significant milestone in your progress
toward implementing the attached
recommendation(s), or at least annually.
We will provide feedback on your efforts by
classifying each recommendation as open
or closed, acceptable or unacceptable.1
Information about your actions associated
with your recommendation(s) is available at
our website so that the public can see our
combined efforts to improve transportation
safety.
1 F or a full description of our safety recommendation
classifications, see the Status Explanation page on
our website.

What should our response to
the NTSB include?
Please respond to us within 90 days
(30 for urgent recommendations)
explaining the specific actions you have
taken or intend to take in response to
the safety recommendation(s), and
propose a timeline for completion. We
understand organizations today are faced
with competing priorities and limited
resources, which can make implementing
our recommendations a challenge. If, for
any reason, you are not able to take the
recommended action, or if you believe an
alternate action would be more appropriate
for your organization, please explain why.
When you respond, please provide an e-mail
address for future communications. We will
review your response and provide feedback.

What if my organization
doesn’t believe the
recommended action is the
best way to improve safety?
We base our recommendations on the
evidence, facts, and circumstances of
the accidents we investigate. Sometimes
industry leaders identify ways to attain the
same safety objective more efficiently, and
we encourage recipients to share their ideas
with us. In these cases, we will evaluate
the alternate means of achieving the safety
objective and provide feedback. We believe
safety is a collaborative effort, and we’re
happy to work with your organization to set
goals and make improvements.

Why does the NTSB expect us
to take action, even though
our organization wasn’t
responsible for the accident
that resulted in the safety
recommendation?
Our goal is to prevent accidents. Often,
the factors we identify as causing or
contributing to an accident are not unique—
they represent common practices or
situations that may be accidents waiting to
happen. In such instances, we may make
recommendations intended to raise the
minimum standard for safety throughout
the industry.

How do we contact the NTSB
to provide updates or obtain
further information?
Please contact us electronically at
correspondence@ntsb.gov. If you wish to
send us supporting documentation that,
with your response, exceeds 10 megabytes,
please contact us at the same e-mail
address for instructions.
You can also reach our Safety
Recommendations staff at
(202) 314-6290 (please ask to be directed
to the Safety Recommendations Division).

www.ntsb.gov

We look forward to working with you to prevent accidents and save lives!

