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On October 27, 2015, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) adopted its 

special investigation report on passenger vehicle tire safety, in which we summarize our recent 

investigative efforts concerning tire-related passenger vehicle crashes and make 

recommendations to prevent or mitigate the severity of similar crashes.
1
 Additional information 

about tire safety and our recommendations may be found in the special investigation report, 

which can be accessed at our website, www.ntsb.gov, under report number NTSB/SIR-15/02. 

 

As a result of safety issues uncovered during our investigations and discussions with 

experts during a December 2014 symposium on Passenger Vehicle Tire Safety, we issued 11 new 

recommendations, including 1 to AAA and the Rubber Manufacturers Association; 1 to the tire 

manufacturers (and their subsidiaries) Bridgestone Americas Inc., Continental Tire the 

Americas LLC, Cooper Tire & Rubber Company, The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, 

Hankook Tire America Corporation, Kumho Tire USA Inc., Michelin North America Inc., Pirelli 

Tire North America Inc., Toyo Tire Holdings of Americas Inc., and Yokohama Tire Corporation; 

and the following 9 recommendations to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: 

 

H-15-27 

Seek authority to require all tire dealers to register tires at the point of sale, and 

then require them to do so.  

                                                 
1
 See Selected Issues in Passenger Vehicle Tire Safety, Special Investigation Report NTSB/SIR-15/02 

(Washington, DC: National Transportation Safety Board, 2015).  

http://www.ntsb.gov/
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H-15-28 

Develop voluntary standards, in consultation with tire industry leaders, for a 

computerized method of capturing, storing, and uploading tire registration 

information at the point of sale.  

H-15-29 

Include fields on the tire registration form for the purchaser’s e-mail address, 

telephone number, and vehicle identification number to assist manufacturers in 

locating and notifying owners of recalled tires.  

H-15-30 

Require tire manufacturers to include the complete tire identification number on 

both the inboard and outboard sidewalls of a tire.  

H-15-31 

Require tire manufacturers to put the safety recall information for their tires on 

their websites in a format that is searchable by tire identification number as well 

as by brand and model; if necessary, seek legislative authority to implement this 

recommendation.  

H-15-32 

Modify the tire recall search feature on your website to allow users to search for 

recalls by tire identification number as well as by brand and model.  

H-15-33 

Determine the level of crash risk associated with tire aging since the 

implementation of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard Nos. 138 and 139; if, 

based on this determination, it appears that the aging-related risk should be 

mitigated, develop and implement a plan to promote the tire-aging test protocol to 

reduce the risk.  

H-15-34 

Develop a consensus document with input from the automotive industry, the tire 

industry, and safety advocacy groups that addresses tire aging and service life and 

that also includes best practices for those consumers whose tires are most at risk 

of experiencing an aging-related failure.  
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H-15-35 

Develop, in consultation with automotive and tire industry representatives, a tire 

safety action plan to reduce or mitigate tire-related crashes by promoting 

technological innovation and adapting regulations as necessary.  

Chairman HART, Vice Chairman DINH-ZARR, and Members SUMWALT and 

WEENER concurred in these recommendations. 

 

The NTSB is vitally interested in these recommendations because they are designed to 

prevent accidents and save lives. We would appreciate receiving a response from you within 

90 days detailing the actions you have taken or intend to take to implement them. When replying, 

please refer to the safety recommendations by number. We encourage you to submit your 

response electronically to correspondence@ntsb.gov. 

 

        [Original Signed] 

 

 

By: Christopher A. Hart, 

 Chairman 
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