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Honorabtie John H. Bhaffer
Adminigtrator

Tederal Aviation Administration
Department of Trensportation
Washington, D. €., 20590

Dear Mr. Shaffer: “

Tederal Air Regulations do not require medical certification
of glider (sailglane} pilots or student glider pilots. An applicant
for a glider rating needs only to certify that he has no known physical
defects that make him uwable to pilel a glidex.

Althoush most glider operations oceur in isclated areas, the pog-
5ibility does exist that medical incapacitation could produce accldents
involving loss or damage Lo property and injury to innocent people.
Lecidents involving such damage and injury have occurred when there
wag no medical dmplication involved. It is reasonable Lo assume that
such accidents could result from preventable, medical causes.

A user of glider services, vhether he is buying instruction or

< flying as a passenger, should have reasonable assurance that the pilot
he hirves is medically safe. ALl other users of commercial aviation
have this assurance, .

Glider operations do enter the "hostile envirconment” of flight,
Aercbatics are performed. High altitude f£lights, involving the use
of oxygen, are fiown. The glider pilot should be medically it to
cope with stresses imposed in such flying.

In view of the above, the Board recommends thail applicable sec-
tions of Part 61, Tederal Alr Regulations, pertaining to the medical
qualifications of (a) Student Pilots (61.61a(3)), {b) Frivate Pilots
{(61.81(c)), and {¢) Camercial Pilots (61.111(d)), be amended to re-
gulre that:
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(1)

(

)

student pilots and privabe piloig, in the case of
glider (sa:i;lp’lane) operation, hold at least a
third-class medical cerbificate issued under Part 67,
and

commercial pilots in the case of giider (sailplanc)
operation hold at least a sccond-class medical certif-
jcate issued under Parl 67.

Sincerely yours,
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/ John H. Reed
Chairman



