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M REPLY
REFER TO:
Wwonorable William F. MeKee
Administrator
rederal Aviatlon Administration
Department of Transportabtlon
yashington, D. C. 20520

Dear General McKee:

During our invesbtigation of the midair collision between Beech
Baron, NG6127, and THA IC-9, W1067%, near Urbena, Ohio, & geries of
photographs were teken for us hy your NAPEC Tacilities Irom ingide
the cockpit of a s DO-G and an FAA peech Barcn. In reviewing the
photographs of the Beech Bayon, it was noted that a considerable
portion of the window ares can be planked out by the sun vigor.

e realize that there arc no ninimum standards depicting
anzular limlte applicable to an plrplane certificated under the
provisions of Part 23 of the rederal Aviation Regulations and thab
the sun visor positioned in 1+g most adverse positlon would not have
hindered the pilot in deteching “he DC-9 in the aforementloned
aceident. However, Gue 4o the ever increasing colligion hazard, we
pelieve that so long as collision avoidance is dependent on vigual
detectlon even those airplanes which provide excellent visibility
should not be aqulpped with objects whatb seriously diminish ‘the
angles of vigion of the pilot. Although it is necessary to provide
probectlon to the pilot from the gireet rays of the sun, ve Lelleve
that & see~through visor should be provided rather than a solld
+igor which cuts out rhe vision entirely.

We recommend, therefore, thalt the Federal Aviation Administration
survey the types of generel aviatlion airplanes equipped with solld
type visors to determine the extent of the‘resultant vision impair-
pent. Where it ls Pound that they severely hinder the pilot's vision,
the solid wisor should be replaced by a see-through type. Additionally,
ge recommend that, 1f this survey shows the solid type vigors adversely
affect the vislbllity from the aireraft, Part 23 be amended to provide



Honoreble William F. McKee (2)

thet when e sun vigor is instaelled on future airplenes, it be a
see-through type if it can he pqaiticmed 5o that it exbends into
the area of vislon necessayy for collision avoldance.

The Poard's stall has discussed these recommendations with
Mr. Herbert H. giaughter of your Flight Stendards gervice. Coples
of the Beech Baron photographs are cncloged For your informacion.

fincerely yours,

Joseph J. O'Commell, Jr.
Chalrman

Enclosures




BECCHERART BARON B-5%
- REVEL

LOHTRCL COLUWN MOVENEY
RETR SN ¥E SORS EXTENDLD

YIRTECAL A BRI fBLTAL
" 41 B
BEECHCALF| BASUN -5 LD
AERERAFT AT7IIU0E © LENEL
CHeERs ATTITO0E - NERNAL
FILBI"S £1F {OLATIN

321 47 REGVE SEAT ALY
! f RECARDST

CUHIRCL EBLUSN WOV ERENT
W1 SN VESGRS ERTINDEE

TERD RETERENCE




