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SAVE THE DATE! 
New Most Wanted List On the Way Jan 13

NTSB Establishes Advocacy Communicators
Roundtable and Networking Group

Getting to know others in the business of promoting transportation
safety is critical in order to address the many safety problems in
transportation. That's why the Safety Advocacy Division invited
more than 50 transportation safety communications
professionals from all modes of transportation to its first-ever
NTSB Communicators Roundtable in October. Read our blog
about it.

Training Video for Pilots and Airlines Addresses
Procedural Compliance Issues

Strengthening Procedural Compliance is one of the issues on the
NTSB's Most Wanted List (MWL) of transportation safety
improvements, so we were excited to release this video aimed at
bringing awareness to issues on our top 10 list. Member Earl
Weener debuted the video at the Aviation CAST meeting in early

Attention Transportation Safety Colleagues!
 

Welcome to our third edition of the NTSB Advocacy Spotlight. You are receiving this newsletter because
you have expressed an interest in transportation safety and NTSB happenings.

We look forward to continuing our work with you.

HIGHLIGHTING NTSB ADVOCACY IN ACTION
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Child Passenger Safety Week

The Cranbury Crash Proves
the Need for Better Collision
Avoidance Technologies

Honoring Hispanic
Contributions to
Transportation Safety

December. After one week, it had been viewed more than 3,000
times - and major commercial airlines will use it to help train their
employees. See our blog on the topic. Click here for video

GENERAL ADVOCACY AND OUTREACH

Learning Safety Lessons from
Businesses in Colorado and Kansas

NTSB Chairman Christopher Hart
met with several transportation organizations
from freight, air, rail, and communications in Colorado
and Kansas in mid-September to promote NTSB
views on safety and to learn some of the steps these
businesses are taking to improve their safety culture.
Hart culminated the visits with outreach and a
presentation to the world-famous Tuskegee Airmen.
Read the blog about the visits. 

Addressing Distracted Driving
in Virginia Beach, Virginia

NTSB Vice Chairman Bella Dinh-Zarr
gave the keynote speech Sept. 17 at the
3rd Annual Virginia Beach Distracted
Driving Summit. The event focused on
how Virginia can tackle distracted
driving through laws, education, and

enforcement. Disconnect from Deadly Distractions is on the NTSB's Most Wanted List (MWL). NTSB
Safety Advocate Nicholas Worrell moderated a panel, entitled "Distraction Affects Operators Across
Transportation Modes," in which the NTSB's Bob Beaton and a NASA researcher presented. While
in Virginia Beach, Vice Chairman Dinh-Zarr took the opportunity to visit the Norfolk Southern Railroad and
the Virginia Pilot Association to discuss other safety issues. Click here to learn more about our MWL. 

Highway Investigators Talk Crashes at
Major Truck Events
  
NTSB highway investigators and safety advocates
presented the results of their highway crash
investigations and discussed the Strengthening
Commercial Trucking Safety - a Most Wanted List
issue area - at two major truck events in September:
the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance Annual
Conference in Boise, Idaho, and the National Private
Truck Council Safety Conference in Reston,
Virginia. Fleet managers and commercial
vehicle inspectors received a one-page tip sheet the
NTSB created that highlights some of the most
significant safety recommendations resulting from crash investigations related to fatigue, impairment,
and vehicle technology. To see the tip sheet, click here. 

The Importance of Understanding Car Technologies
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NTSB safety advocates and other staff provided support to the National Safety Council's and University
of Iowa's "My Car Does What?" press event Oct. 7, a consumer education campaign designed to raise
awareness about the various types of technologies, including safety-related, that can be found in
vehicles. In May, the NTSB released its Special Investigation Report and Safety Alert (SA-046) for
consumers promoting forward collision avoidance technologies to reduce rear-end crashes, but many
may not be familiar with how this technology works. 

YOUTH AND TEEN OUTREACH

Teen Driver Safety Week Activities - 
Distraction, Fatigue, Impairment Hot Topics

As part of National Teen Driver Safety Week (Oct. 19-23), the NTSB hosted
two events for teens: a visit from the National Organizations for Youth
Safety (NOYS) and our fifth annual Youth Open House and Transportation
Safety Education Day, co-hosted by DriveSmart Virginia. Teen members
from NOYS, who hailed from throughout the United States, came to the
NTSB headquarters the first part of the week to hear safety-related
presentations from staff and the NTSB's vice chairman, and tour our
laboratories. Later in the week, more than 100 Virginia teens from five public
schools were bused in to participate in hands-on interactive displays,
including a distracted driving simulator; receive a lab tour; and listen to presentations from staff, the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Administrator Mark Rosekind, Virginia Congressman
Don Beyer, and Fletcher Cleaves, a former high school football player paralyzed from a distracted-
driving-related crash. Read our blog on the events. 

Developing Future Safety Advocates

Safety Advocate Nicholas Worrell addressed more
than 200 teens from Los Angeles public
schools during the National Black Caucus of State
Legislators Annual Conference. He warned of
the dangers of distracted, impaired, and fatigued
driving - and offered tips about general good driving
practices. He also partnered with Impact Teen
Drivers to share his safety message with teens at
Yucaipa High School and addressed students at the
Masters College. See blog on the topic.

NTSB Joins Maryland Safety Advocates to Talk Teen Driver Safety

NTSB participated in a meeting of the Maryland Teen Safe Driving Coalition in November, where the
group of advocates discussed the success of New Jersey's graduated driver licensing (GDL) decal law
as it considered proposing a similar law in Maryland. New Jersey implemented the first decal law in
the United States on May 1, 2010, to facilitate police enforcement of GDL restrictions. In the law's first
year, there was a 14 percent increase in GDL citation rates, a 9 percent reduction in the police-reported
crash rate, and an estimated 1,624 young drivers for whom a crash was prevented. The NTSB supports
strong GDL laws for teens. 

Impaired Driving Prevention Month Kick Off

Every year, teens are dying needlessly in crashes involving
impairment, distraction, and fatigue. That's the message Students
Against Destructive Decisions (SADD), the NTSB, the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, and the Governors Highway
Safety Association relayed on Dec. 16 when they kicked off Impaired
Driving Prevention Month at NTSB. The opening event was followed
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by an all-day symposium, called Teen Traffic Safety: Redefining
Impaired Driving, featuring some of the foremost experts in alcohol
and drugged driving, distraction, and fatigue. SADD students from
across the country either participated live or remotely watched
presentations by the event hosts, as well as the International Chiefs
of Police, RADD Research, AAA, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, the
National Institute on Drug Abuse, and the National Safety Council.
See the video of the event. 

Safe Kids Worldwide Child Passenger Safety Town Hall
  
NTSB Vice Chairman Bella Dinh-Zarr joined pediatric doctors and other government officials to provide
Safe Kids coalitions throughout the United States tips on how best to protect children in motor vehicles.
The Safe Kids webinar, called Town Hall on Child Passenger Safety Laws, also was used as a forum to
address needed changes in laws, enforcement challenges, better research, and building coalitions. 

LEGISLATIVE OUTREACH

Board Member Testifies Before MA Legislature on Seat Belt Law

NTSB Board Member Robert Sumwalt (second from left in photo) joined other transportation safety
advocates testifying before the Massachusetts state legislature on Nov. 17 in support of a law (HB
1187) that would authorize primary enforcement of the state's seat belt law. The NTSB recently
investigated an accident near Davis, Oklahoma, involving a bus transporting 15 members of a Texas
college softball team. The bus was struck by a truck-tractor, killing four members of the team who
were not wearing seat belts. Sumwalt reminded members of the legislature that the "single greatest
defense against highway fatalities is the seat belt." For more information, see our blog. 

Talking Transportation Safety with Minority Legislators

NTSB Safety Advocate Nicholas Worrell met with minority legislators during the National Black Caucus
of State Legislators 39th Annual Conference in Los Angeles, California, and the National Hispanic
Caucus of State Legislators 13th Annual Conference in Atlanta, Georgia. He discussed NTSB's safety
priorities and learned from legislators about some of the challenges minorities face when it comes to
transportation safety, especially on the highways. Worrell's primary focus was to promote action on the
NTSB's Most Wanted List. To learn more, read our blog. 

INVESTIGATION UPDATES
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Drug Impairment Issues Surface in Oklahoma Crash
  
The NTSB determined on Nov. 17 that the driver of a truck-tractor that struck a medium-size bus,
killing four members of the North Central Texas College softball team, lost control of his vehicle due
to incapacitation stemming from his use of a synthetic cannabinoid. Synthetic cannabinoids are
chemical compounds that are marketed as legal alternative to marijuana; however, their effects can
be considerably worse, and they have been known to cause psychosis, seizures, and
incapacitation. For more details, read the report.

Special Investigation Report on Tire Safety

The NTSB's special investigation report on tire safety garnered significant media
interest, including on major television networks. Much of the reporting focused on the
investigation's finding that many dangerous recalled tires remain on the road. In 2013,
more than 530 people died in tire-related crashes in passenger vehicles. Read the
report.

Procedural Compliance Issues in Massachusetts Plane Crash
 
The NTSB determined Sept. 9 that the flight crewmembers "failure to perform the flight control check
before takeoff" led to the fatal crash of a Gulfstream G-IV in Bedford, Massachusetts, on May 31, 2014.
The pilots could not take off because they had left a gust lock engaged, immobilizing control surfaces -
which the flight control check would have caught. The airplane overran the runway and crashed in a
ravine, killing both pilots, a flight attendant, and four passengers. For more details, read the report.

MOST WANTED LIST - PROGRESS REPORT (Hits and Misses)

Some Transportation Safety Wins in New Highway Bill

President Obama signed a five-year, $305 billion highway bill into law on Dec. 4, including several
provisions supported by the NTSB that mandate the following:

requires DOT to conduct a study on marijuana-impaired driving, including the feasibility of
establishing an impairment standard;
authorizes the use of hair testing as an alternative to urine testing in pre-employment testing of
commercial motor vehicle operators, once the Department of Health and Human Services
establishes federal standards for hair testing;
requires independent tire dealers to electronically submit tire registration data and maintain a
system of records for tires sold/leased, and requires DOT to establish a publicly available
electronic database of tire recall information that is searchable by the Tire Identification Number; 
authorizes $199 million in grants for the installation of PTC systems; and
requires passenger rail carriers to install inward- and outward-facing image recording devices in all
controlling locomotive cabs and cab car operating compartments in passenger trains within two
years.

Strengthen Commercial Trucking Safety

The NTSB developed a "lessons learned" safety tip sheet for truck fleet owners to highlight the
top findings and recommendations from truck crash investigations. The tip sheet was shared
with trucking associations and their members. See the tip sheet.
The U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
announced Dec. 10 the adoption of its long-awaited Electronic Logging Device Rule, which will
improve roadway safety by employing technology to strengthen commercial truck and bus
drivers' compliance with hours-of-service regulations that prevent fatigue.

Disconnect from Deadly Distractions 

New hands-free technologies can mentally distract drivers even if their eyes are on the road

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nwBo9biFF3W4Gs-w_XIMHyMsnMlr27X1OY6CTQxjiK_EXI4sNwITIJUrbxA7klunJ4OlwCg6_lKforyufFG2tj6_PretZrKnpwq9b4NF29V3vr266ZznCumMAZYl_ci0s1zI6oxY3gU18FmGUnldNvVq8IQpWUWOztjwYDLGdwpVEQAsJAgu15Y5fiaNOGTmCSf0ZCExfi3ZXWlk0_iSnpLkz0NP1cWuTSFP47lTP_s3R2t8Evp2VA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nwBo9biFF3W4Gs-w_XIMHyMsnMlr27X1OY6CTQxjiK_EXI4sNwITIJUrbxA7klun_Lrl4jk3T6rxRve64zKcoeSJKGocXbcgJWL2asJVUFhegigAdA8gICF54M70Ubl0OjiBsZdwU5cu1pvcRWJM1tC3F5MN1iVyWn59M9O9z8DNDLtC61S0UalUJf8cdtyYBFB3mZd6URLgeStK9Ko0HTBI83Adkd-Th70tNWY9NPg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nwBo9biFF3W4Gs-w_XIMHyMsnMlr27X1OY6CTQxjiK_EXI4sNwITIJUrbxA7klunI4FdXxLL3rP5b2_RgVPPwx3Mi6wS4SnPHaFRs1h979UpVM4UL3H1Khw4OMuWuRvARf02S3c-ztgPJte_HOEhN1xZ8FKYruiPK8-AOSJq1veB_VpnnRhTapjviksORjr-HUbpGUXs8i6QkCoPFgvrW9qNtRnanN6tLMyNvS_O05FfsDFDrKPZig==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nwBo9biFF3W4Gs-w_XIMHyMsnMlr27X1OY6CTQxjiK_EXI4sNwITIJUrbxA7klunXCLUt7uoHnYNw2p7zfjBkdHKlCMkCc3GTpmkIIodI4ousnfISm5u2r2orZxRPhZSBu-Qq0yr7u6gGkKVGSEvaPwDV3CaW3Z7TpJpFTZ7xhPRgP0yIXADuFdD4bArtcG9Vsm_7HkvmoYZTMtxRdLPGRILQlnNWT7a&c=&ch=
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and their hands are on the wheel, according to a AAA Foundation report released in October.
This is the third in a series of studies the foundation is conducting on the impacts of cognitive
distraction. Read the report.

Make Mass Transit Safer

In September, the NTSB issued urgent recommendations regarding safety oversight of the
Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority (WMATA) - the Washington, DC, subway. The
recommendations called for the transfer of oversight authority from the Federal Transit
Administration to the Federal Railroad Administration. The NTSB has investigated 11
accidents on the WMATA system in the past 33 years, in which 18 people died. Read the blog
here.

  
Strengthen Procedural Compliance

NTSB Chairman Christopher Hart and Member Earl Weener addressed hundreds of pilots and
aviation operators about the dangers of failing to follow procedures at the National Business
Aviation Association's Annual Conference in September.

  
End Substance Impairment in Transportation

NTSB Vice Chairman Bella Dinh-Zarr participated in a session, entitled Drugs, Alcohol, and
Transportation: A Risky Combination for Public Health, at the American Public Health
Association's Annual Conference. NTSB Chief Medical Officer Mary Pat McKay, MD, MPH,
moderated the session, which addressed how substance impairment in all modes of
transportation is an increasing, but often overlooked, concern for public health. 
NTSB staff met with the Department of Legislative Services, Maryland General Assembly, to
discuss NTSB recommendations related to impaired driving and ignition interlock installation
for all convicted drunk drivers.

  
Implement Positive Train Control in 2015

On Oct. 29, the president signed a bill that extended the PTC implementation deadline to 2018,
with an additional three years of extensions potentially available to railroads on a case-by-case
basis. The Federal Railroad Administration administrator in November urged railroads not to
take advantage of any further deadline extensions. Amtrak has already installed the
technology to its tracks between New York City and Philadelphia, six months after a train
derailed in Philadelphia, killing seven.

Improve Rail Tank Car Safety

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration denied appeals from five parties
to change parts of the agency's enhanced tank car standards and operational controls for high-
hazard flammable trains. The appeals were submitted by the Dangerous Goods Advisory
Council, American Chemistry Council, Association of American Railroads, American Fuel &
Petrochemical Manufacturers, and jointly by several Indian tribes.
In late September, the Department of Transportation announced that federal grants totaling
$5.9 million would be provided for the training of three groups of first responders to handle
railroad incidents involving crude oil, ethanol and other flammable liquids. The grants are
offered in response to an increase in fiery derailments.

  
Prevent Loss of Control in Flight in General Aviation

The NTSB hosted a forum in Washington, DC, to address issues associated with loss of
control in general aviation (GA) and come up with solutions. Some of the most important
players in the GA business, including pilots, joined the discussion. Forum participants
discussed how to prevent or mitigate crashes through enhanced pilot knowledge, situational
awareness, vigilant attention to critical flight parameters, and installation of hardware advances
such as angle of attack indicators. More people die in GA loss of control events than from any
other type of aviation crash scenario. Read the blog here or watch the video.
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Require Medical Fitness for Duty

The NTSB is keeping an eye on a bill, passed by the Senate in December, that would allow
pilots who have held a valid third class medical, either regular or special issuance, to skip
getting another FAA medical exam within 10 years of the legislation's enactment. The Pilot's
Bill of Rights 2, if signed by the president, would apply to pilots flying VFR or IFR in aircraft
weighing up to 6,000 pounds and carrying up to five passengers at altitudes below 18,000 feet
and speeds up to 250 knots. The NTSB has long advocated for stronger medical certification
requirements for operators in all modes of transportation.

 
Enhance Public Helicopter Safety

In a letter sent to the NTSB in late September, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) said
it had begun work on safety rules requiring all newly built helicopters to have rugged fuel tanks
and fuel lines that resist rupture and leaks. The rule would apply to new aircraft. In July, the
NTSB chairman urged the FAA to "require all newly manufactured" helicopters to meet the
latest standards for crashworthy fuel systems, and, in October, at the Rotorcraft Certification
Summit, the NTSB Aviation Safety Director reiterated this recommendation.

UPCOMING DATES OF NOTE
  
Most Wanted List Press Conference 
(New List Announcement) /
Transportation Research Board

January 13 National Sleep Awareness Month March

Super Bowl 50 / Impairment Driving
Awareness 

February 7 Distracted Driving Awareness Month April

St. Patrick's Day / Impaired
Driving Awareness 
  

March 17

 

Alcohol Awareness Month April 
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