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We Investigate …



The 

Board

Robert Sumwalt Earl Weener Bella Dinh-Zarr Jennifer HomendyBruce Landsberg





MORGAN TURRELL 
Deputy Director, Office of Marine Safety



The Investigators





June 17, 2017 August 21, 2017



If your pilots are involved in an NTSB 

investigated accident: 

1. Become a party member

2. Make party submission

3. Meet with Board Members before Board Meeting

















• 10 Interim Recommendations

− USCG

− NOAA

− NWS



• 299 pages

• 81 findings

• 53 recommendations

− USCG

− FCC

− NOAA

− IACS

− ABS

− Furuno Electric Services, Ltd.

− TOTE Services



Probable Cause 
• The captain’s insufficient action to avoid Hurricane Joaquin, his failure to use the 

most current weather information, and his late decision to muster the crew. 

Contributing to the sinking: 

• ineffective BRM, which included the captain’s failure to adequately consider 
officers’ suggestions

• the inadequacy of TOTE’s oversight and its SMS 

• flooding in a cargo hold from an undetected open watertight scuttle and damaged 
seawater piping; loss of propulsion due to low lube oil pressure to the main 
engine resulting from a sustained list; and subsequent downflooding through 
unsecured ventilation closures to the cargo holds 

• the lack of an approved damage control plan that would have assisted the crew 
in recognizing the severity of the vessel’s condition 

Contributing to the loss of life:

• the lack of appropriate survival craft for the conditions





Google: NTSB El Faro video 









Asiana flight 214

• July 6, 2013

• San Francisco, California

• 3 Fatalities



Pedestrian Safety 








