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Inside the NTSB: 
 
 

2014 WAS A BUSY YEAR 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 

Asiana 214 investigation: 
Completed 



 

UPS 1354 investigation: 
Completed 



787 battery investigation: 
Completed 



Alaska DPS helicopter 
crash: Completed 



250 + GA accident briefs: 
Completed 



Virgin Galactic Spaceship 2 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other NTSB Products: 
 
 

SAFETY STUDIES 



 



 



NTSB Office of 
Administrative Law Judges 



 

Administrator v. Pirker 
 
 
 
 
 

• FAA alleged that Mr. Pirker: 
 

- Operated UAV “extremely low,” (10 feet 
above ground) 

 

- directly towards an individual on a sidewalk, 
causing the individual to take immediate 
evasive maneuvers 

- Through a tunnel containing moving vehicles 
- Under a crane 
- Below tree top level over a walkway 
- Under an elevated pedestrian walkway 
- Within appx. 100 feet of an active heliport 



 

Administrator v. Pirker 
 
 
 
 
 

• Mr. Pirker argued that FARs did not apply 
to the Ritewing Zephyr. 

 

- It was “model aircraft” and thus, not subject to 
regulatory provisions applicable to aircraft. 

 

- ALJ issued a decisional order (no hearing 
held), essentially agreeing with Pirker. 

 

- ALJ dismissed FAA order requiring Pirker 
to pay a $10,000 civil penalty for careless 
and reckless operaton. 

- FAA appealed the decision. 



 

Administrator v. Pirker 
 
 
 
 
 

• The full Board reversed the ALJ’s 
decision. 

 

• FAA may apply regulation that 
prohibits operation of an aircraft in 
a careless or reckless manner to an 
unmanned aircraft. 

 

• ALJ now needs to hold a hearing to 
determine if aircraft was operated 
in a careless or reckless manner. 



 


