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USCG Form 719K
• Required by USCG for mariner 

credentialing (every 5 years)
• Submitted annually to USCG by 

pilots



Form 719K



Form 719K



Medical History (on 719K)

• Most recent: 1/19/07
• Multiple questionable 

conditions/medications
• History of:

– Pancreatitis 1998
– 10 kidney stones (none in 10 yrs)
– Alcohol abuse (current AA attendance)
– Depression
– “Occasional” headaches



Medical History (on 719K) – cont’d

• History of:
– Chronic esophagitis
– Sleep apnea
– “Occasional” abdominal pain
– Glaucoma
– “Occasional” medication “for sleep”

• No other medications noted
• No additional review; “competent”



Medical History (in USCG records)

• DUI offenses – 1971, 1998
• 30-day recovery program 3/99
• 9 months of AA attendance
• USCG e-mail 11/99: “waiver is 

granted”
• License 1/00: no indications



Medical History (on 719K) – cont’d

• Following the allision:
– USCG medical review (of previous 

submissions)
– “not physically competent to maintain 

the license” 



Medical History (clinical records)

• Obtained to evaluate role of medical 
conditions/medications

• Noted conditions listed on 719K, 
including inpatient alcoholism 
treatment

• Regular prescriptions of performance 
degrading/addictive medications

• Primary care physician – limited 
notations



Prescription History
Physical Exam

1/19/07



Medical History (clinical records)

• Tolerance/withdrawal
• June 2005:

– Difficulty achieving anesthesia
– Adequate doses of anti-anxiety and 

pain medications
• August 2005:

– Discontinued lorazepam
– Withdrawal symptoms

• Likely regular use



Medication Effects

• Performance degradation – tracking, 
divided attention, information processing, 
reaction time, etc.

• Medication combination likely worse
• Dependence – withdrawal if discontinued
• Performance degradation not observable
• Performance worse with more complex 

tasks



Medical History (clinical records)

• Medications used as prescribed
• No evaluation for substance 

dependence in 8 years
– Alcohol dependence increases 

likelihood of prescription dependence
– Multiple potentially addictive 

prescriptions



Toxicology

• USCG testing – negative
• Illegal substances
• Pilot’s medications not detectable



Summary

• Performance degraded by 
medications

• Primary physician inappropriately 
prescribed medications

• Physician performing physical 
incorrectly assessed “competent”

• Medical info incomplete, but 
sufficient to require additional 
evaluation
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