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Coast Guard and NIOSH studies of commercial fishing vessel safety have identified vessel
issues as playing a key role in a majority of vessel losses and fatalities. The purpose of this
panel is to identify vessel related issues that have an impact on safety.

The goal is to have a better understanding of issues affecting the design, modification, and
maintenance of vessels which have shown to be problematic from a safety perspective. Also
problematic is the impact of stability degradation from design, maintenance, and operational
practices within the industry. While naval architects design seaworthy vessels, many vessels
are lost because of easily preventable conditions, including vessel modification that are
improperly accounted for, improper loading, and loss of designed watertight integrity. This
leads to the obvious question, “Why do easily preventable conditions lead to vessel losses and
subsequent fatalities?”

We hope that through this panel and the panels that follow we will have a better idea of the
answer.

Please note that the Coast Guard Authorization Act addresses some of the issues to be
addressed by this panel. First fishing vessels built after July 1, 2012 and that are over 50 feet in
length will be required to be classed. Those over 79 feet in length will be required to obtain
and maintain load lines. Both of these requirements are new to the majority of the commercial
fishing industry and we can imagine the apprehension accompanying these requirements from
all parties involved.

| will now introduce our panel members.

Joe Riva. Mr. Riva is from the American Bureau of Shipping and will discuss the role of
classification societies in promoting safety in the commercial fishing industry.

Tom Guber. Mr. Gruber is also from the American Bureau of Shipping. He is an expert in
stability and load line assignment.

Eric Blumhagen. Mr. Blumhagen is a senior naval architect with Jensen Maritime Consulting
in Seattle. He has been involved in design and stability of commercial fishing vessels for many
years and is considered an expert in these areas.

Alan Davis. Mr. Davis is with American Seafoods in Seattle. American Seafoods operates a
fleet of large fish processing vessels. He represents owners of large fishing vessels. Mr. Davis is
also vice chairman of the Coast Guard’s Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Advisory
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Committee and was involved in the ACSA, the Alternate Compliance and Safety Agreement
Program for the head and gut fleet.

Craig Cross. Mr. Cross is with Aleutian Spray Fisheries in Seattle and he represents owners
of medium size commercial fishing vessels. He was deeply involved with ACSA program as well.

Dick Frenzel. Mr. Frenzel is President of the NAMS, the National Association of Marine
Surveyors. He is also a member of SAMS and has performed numerous safety examinations on
commercial fishing industry vessels as a surveyor and as a volunteer member of the Coast
Guard Auxiliary.

Mr. Riva



