
Office of Aviation Safety

Runway Excursion
Continental 1404
Boeing 737-500
Denver Int’l Airport 
December 20, 2008
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Initial Information

• 5 crew and 110 passengers
• Scheduled flight to Houston
• 6 serious, 41 minor injuries
• Night, visual conditions
• Strong gusty crosswind from west
• Departing to north, runway 34R
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Takeoff Attempt
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Weathervaning (Simplified)
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Weathervaning (Simplified)
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MCAB Video
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MCAB Video
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Postaccident Examination

• No indication of locked brakes
• No rudder system issues
• Nose wheel steering cable
• Performance study:

– winglets, control authority, wind extraction
• No indication of crew impairment
• No history of performance deficiencies
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Safety Issues

• Pilot actions, training, and experience 
• Wind information
• Runway selection
• Crosswind training
• Simulator wind models
• Crosswind guidelines
• Crew seats and galley latches
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Parties and Participants
• Federal Aviation Administration
• Continental Airlines
• Boeing Commercial Airplanes
• Air Line Pilots’ Association
• Denver International Airport
• National Air Traffic Controller’s Association
• GE-SNECMA 
• International Brotherhood of Teamsters
• Aviation Partners Boeing
• BEA-France Accredited Representative
• National Center for Atmospheric Research
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Staff

• Dan Baker
• Dan Bartlett
• Bob Benzon
• David Bowling
• Bill Bramble
• Doug Brazy
• Tim Burtch
• James Cash
• Dennis Crider
• Clint Crookshanks
• Olivia Crosby
• Ken Egge (ret.)
• Don Eick
• Bill English
• Michael Everett

• Mark George
• Erik Grosof
• Mike Hauf
• Adam Huray
• Cassy Johnson
• Don Kramer
• Peter Knudsen
• Jeff Marcus
• Brian Murphy
• Jodi Reeves
• Jennifer Rodi
• Greg Salotollo (ret.)
• Jean-Pierre Scarfo
• Dave Tew
• Terry Williams

Member on scene: Member Sumwalt
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