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History of Flight 
• March 22, 2009
• 1432 mountain daylight time
• Butte, Montana
• Pilot and 13 passengers fatally 

injured
• Eagle Cap Leasing
• Planned destination of       

Bozeman, Montana
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Preflight Activities
• Day before accident: pilot had 

airplane fueled to capacity
• Did not add fuel system icing 

inhibitor (FSII)
• Pilatus procedures require FSII for 

all operations below 0º C
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History of Flight 

• First flight: Redlands to 
Vacaville, California
– Airplane refueled
– No FSII added
– Nine passengers 

boarded  

Redlands, CA

Vacaville, CA
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History of Flight 

• Second flight: 
Vacaville to 
Oroville, California
– Four additional 

passengers boarded
– 13 total passengers
– Seating for nine 

passengers 

Vacaville, CA

Oroville, CA
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History of Flight 
• Planned flight: Oroville    

to Bozeman

Oroville, CA

Bozeman, MT

Butte, MT

• Pilot diverted to Butte       
1 hour 52 minutes into 
flight

• Pilot did not specify 
reason

• Accident occurred          
30 minutes after divert 
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I n v e s t i g a t i o n

• Pilot properly certified
• No known medical issues
• Airplane properly certified
• No preimpact structural, engine, or 

system failures
• Weather not a factor 
• Additional passengers not a factor  
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I n v e s t i g a t i o n

• Low fuel pressure state
• Lateral fuel imbalance 
• Lack of FSII
• Delayed diversion to another airport
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Safety Issues
• Fuel system icing prevention
• Crash protection for airplane 

occupants
• Flight recorder systems
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Parties to Investigation 
• Federal Aviation Administration  
• Crane Aerospace
• Hartzell Propeller
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Accredited Representatives
• Aircraft Accident Investigation 

Bureau of Switzerland 
• Transportation Safety Board of 

Canada
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Technical Advisors
• Pilatus Aircraft
• Pratt & Whitney Canada
• European Aviation Safety Agency
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