Alrcraft Owners and Pilots Association

General Aviation
Search and Rescue



AOPA

* Over 400,000 pilots and aviation enthusiasts
« Largest aviation association in the world

 AOPA represents all aspects of GA
— Pilots
— Airports
— Aircraft
— Safety




1973 ELT MANDATE

« Majority of Aircraft equipped with 121.5 MHz
ELTs

* To date, no requirement to transition to 406 MHz

* February 1, 2009 discontinued satellite
monitoring




MEMBER SURVEY

Before today, were you NO
aware of the termination 4%
of the satellite based
monitoring for the 121.5
MHz emergency
beacons (e.g. ELTs) as
of February 1, 20097




MEMBER SURVEY

Do you currently own YES
any 406 MHz 13%
emergency beacons?




MEMBER SURVEY

Do you plan on carrying
another distress alerting NO
technology (e.g. 264
Personal Locator
Beacon), since the
121.5 MHz frequencies
are no longer satellite
monitored?




ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY

* Personal Locator Beacons
* Improved cell phone coverage
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AOPA POSITION

 AOPA opposes any mandate or requirement
to replace existing units with 406 MHz ELTs

— In the interest of safety, SAR community should
use all available signals, not just one

» Benefits must be balanced against the cost
and needs of the individual aircraft owner

e |nstallation of more advanced ELTs should
be voluntary

* Encourage use of alternative, affordable
technology




AIRCRAFT OWNERS AND PILOTS ASSOCIATION



