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Aviation International Investigations

•Significant international workload

Si ifi t f t i t f U S i ti•Significant safety impact for U.S. aviation

•International safety effortInternational safety effort
– Investigative protocols

O trea h– Outreach

– Laboratory and data support

F il i– Family assistance

– Case studies



Major Domestic & Foreign Launches
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International Civil Aviation Organization

• Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation
– Administered by ICAOAdministered by ICAO

– United States is a signatory

• NTSB responsible for fulfilling obligations• NTSB responsible for fulfilling obligations

– In coordination with State Department

• Annex 13: Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation

• Annex 8: Airworthiness of Aircraft• Annex 8: Airworthiness of Aircraft



Annex 13 – General

• Objective of Annex 13 investigations
– Prevention of accidents, not for liability

• Standards and Recommended Practices 

C• Countries that take part in the investigations
– State of Occurrence

– State of Manufacture/Design

– State of Operatorp

– State of Registry



Annex 13 – Investigative Process

•State of Occurrence
– Conducts the Investigation
– Notifies ICAO and appropriate States
– Investigator in Charge (IIC)
– Organize, conduct, and control investigationg g

•State of Registry
– Conducts investigation in international waters



Annex 13 – Investigative Process

• Accredited Representatives Rights
– Appoint technical advisors

– Visit the site and examine the wreckage

– Participate fully in the investigation
• recorder readouts, progress meetings, etc.

– Have full access to all relevant data

• Accredited Representatives Obligations

– Provide IIC all relevant information

– Not release accident information



Annex 13 – Final Report

•Draft Final Report
– Completed by State of Occurrence
– Draft report sent to all States that participated 
– 60 day review period

•State comments on draft report

Must modify report OR– Must modify report OR

– Append comments to the final report if requested



NTSB Annex 13 International Investigations

Significant Launches: 2010 to Oct. 2011Significant Launches: 2000 to Oct. 2011
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NTSB Annex 13 International Safety Results

•Recommendations
H d d i d b S f O– Hundreds issued by State of Occurrence

•NTSB Recommendations issued 
– Since 2008 – 33 NTSB recommendations

Last 10 years 78 NTSB recommendations– Last 10 years – 78 NTSB recommendations

•Total NTSB recommendations issued
–Over 320 recommendations



NTSB Annex 13 Domestic Investigations

2001—Belle Harbor, NY, A3002004 –Florence, KY, Convair 5802004 –Jefferson City, MO, Bombardier, CL‐6002004—Kirksville, MO, Jetstream 322006 –Lexington, KY, CRJ‐1002009—Hudson River, NY, A3202009—Clarence Center, NY, DHC‐82009— Butte, MT, Pilatus PC‐122009—Lubbock, TX, ATR‐42…not a “one‐way street”…
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Annex 13 Investigations

•Critical factor in global aviation safety

•Critical component of U.S. aviation safety

•Identify safety issues from all accidents•Identify safety issues from all accidents

•Required for many domestic accidentsRequired for many domestic accidents




