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U.S. Civil Aircraft Population ≈ 

235,000 

(Jetnet LLC, Flight Global, IAOPA World Assembly)

Commercial Airliners ≈ 7,850

Rotorcraft ≈ 10,000

Business Jets ≈ 11,000

Turboprops ≈ 9,000

Certified Piston Airplanes ≈ 163,000

Gliders ≈ 1,900

Lighter Than Air ≈ 3,700

Experimental ≈ 24,000

LSA ≈ 6,800



Spectrum of GA Products
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Active Private Pilot Population
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Type Design Introductions
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Aeronca Sedan – 1948

$2,495

Cessna 170 - 1948

$5,475

Aircraft Bluebook Price Digest Fall 2009 Vol. 08-03
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Cessna 172 - 1956

$8,750

Type Design Introductions

Aircraft Bluebook Price Digest Fall 2009 Vol. 08-03
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Beech Musketeer – 1963

$13,300

Mooney Master – 1963

$13,995

Maule M-4 - 1962

$8,450

Piper Cherokee – 1964

$8,500
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Grumman Cheetah – 1972

$15,873

Beech Sundowner – 1974

$19,350

Grumman Tiger – 1975

$24,137

Type Design Introductions

Aircraft Bluebook Price Digest Fall 2009 Vol. 08-03
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SOCATA Tampico – 1990

$74,700

Cirrus SR-20 – 1999

$179,400

Diamond Star – 2000

$181,900

Type Design Introductions
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Type Design Introductions
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High Cost of Certification Results 

in Lack of Entry Level Products & 

Less Competition/Innovation

Barriers to New Airplanes

Dated Regulations Can’t Keep 

Pace with New Technologies

Overly Prescriptive Regulations 

Don’t Encourage Modern Safety 

Innovations 



Cut Time  Cost of Certification in 

Half & Double Real World Safety

Goals of Part 23 ARC

Enable Investment in Entry-

Level Part 23

Spur Competition Based on 

Cost Effective Safety Innovation

Internationally Harmonized
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Part 23 Reorganization Critical 

to Revitalizing GA & Improving 

Safety

Conclusion

Recommendation to FAA in 

Summer 2013

NTSB Panel on GA Safety 

Couldn’t Come at a Better 

Time…


