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Basic Information

• August 20, 2007   10:35 AMg

• China Airlines Flight 120

• 157 passengers, 8 crewmembers (no injuries)p g , ( j )

• Taipei, Taiwan, to Naha, Okinawa

• Investigated by Japan Aviation and Railroad AccidentInvestigated by Japan Aviation and Railroad Accident 
Investigation Committee



Landing Rollout

Leak Begins

Fire Breaks Out



Video of Fire







Slat Track Downstop Assembly

WASHER NOT INSTALLED DURING
EARLIER MAINTENANCEEARLIER MAINTENANCE



Damaged Can



Loose Washer

Nut



Immediate Government Actions

• Japan Civil Aviation Bureau Emergency 
Airworthiness Directive

• Taiwan Civil Aviation Authority Emergency 
Airworthiness Directive

• U.S. Federal Aviation Administration Emergency g y
Airworthiness Directive



Manufacturer Actions

• Rapid Boeing redesign of bolt/nut assembly

• Immediate Boeing cross‐model safety review 
(B707/DC‐9 through B777)



FAA Emergency FAA Emergency AD ResultsAD Results

• 21 missing/loose washers discovered on U S21 missing/loose washers discovered on U.S. 
Boeing 737s

• Any of these anomalies if not discovered could• Any of these anomalies, if not discovered, could 
have led to an in‐flight fuel leak and/or ground fuel 
leak, and subsequent fire.




