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We help people confidently choose and 
purchase the right car for their needs.
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“Autonomous Vehicles, Trust, and Driving Alternatives: A survey 
of consumer preferences.” Hillary Abraham, Chaiwoo Lee, 
Samantha Brady, Craig Fitzgerald, Bruce Mehler, Bryan Reimer, 
& Joseph F. Coughlin

http://agelab.mit.edu/files/publications/2016_6_Autonomous_Vehicles_Consumer_Preferences.pdf
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Buying a car is a journey. We help along 
the way.

Just 

dreaming

Starting to 

consider options

Need to choose 

what to buy

It’s time to 

go shopping

I’m buying 

the car

Best New Cars

Best Used Cars

How-To Advice

Car Reviews

Car Rankings

Detailed Research

Head-to-Head 

Comparisons

Buying Advice

Price Insights

Best Deals

Inventory

How-To Advice

Articles, 

Slideshows 

and Pictures
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Deals

Contact Dealers

How-To Advice

Financing
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Who We Are Informs What We Do

We’re consumer advocates.
Not gear heads.

We’re unbiased.  
Our rankings are continually updated and based on the 
consensus opinion of experts + safety, reliability scores.

We focus on quality.  
We use the best practices of journalism to help consumers 
make smart choices

We’re trusted. 
Over three-quarters of users say U.S. News 
recommendations influence their decision on which car to 
buy.

OF USERS INFLUENCED 

BY OUR CAR 

RECOMMENDATIONS

76%

YEAR-OLD BRAND 

TRUSTED FOR MAJOR 

LIFE DECISIONS

83

CAR REVIEWS 

PUBLISHED IN PAST 9 

YEARS

2,000+

5. WHAT WE 

SEE



1. U.S. NEWS 

BEST CARS

2. NEW CARS

3. USED CARS

4. AWARDS

5. ADVICE

New car rankings and reviews
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Our analysis targets clear, actionable takeaways to 
aid decision making.

How Our Car Rankings Work

We rank cars by class based on performance, interior, 
safety, reliability and overall critic ratings.

Meta - reviews

Is this the right car for me?
What do I need to know before buying this car?
How does this car stack up vs. other cars?
What other cars should I consider?
Which trims and options are worth looking at? 
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http://usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/cars-trucks/rankings/suvs/
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Annual Awards
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These awards help consumers find 
great cars that are also great long term 
values.

Winners have the best combination of 
overall scores within the U.S. News 
rankings, price and 5-year TCO in their 
respective classes.

2016 Best Cars for the Money Winners

Best Cars for Families

Our aim is to help shoppers find great 
cars that work for the whole family.

Winning cars have the best ranking 
scores combined with seating and 
cargo volume, as well as the 
availability of family-friendly features.

2016 Best Cars for Family Winners

Best Vehicle Brands

For shoppers beginning their journey, 
we highlight the best brands for Cars, 
SUVs, Trucks and Luxury.

Winning brands have the best average 
overall scores.

2016 Best Vehicle Brand Winners
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http://usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/cars-trucks/Best-Cars-for-the-Money/
http://usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/cars-trucks/Best-Cars-for-Families/
http://usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/cars-trucks/Best_Vehicle_Brand_Awards/
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U.S. News Advice Content
Our focus is on relevance, expert information, 
analysis and advice to explain the current 
automotive market, including technology and 
regulations, so everyday consumers can 
understand.
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Automotive Media:

• Think of the 
buyers

• Explain the larger 
landscape

• Test in the real 
world

• Enforce 
accountability

• Be realists

OEMs:

• Keep promises
• Strive for 

transparency
• Allow for human 

error
• Encourage testing 

for media and 
consumers

Consumers:

• Trust but verify
• Demand education
• Understand limits

The View from U.S. News




