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• Founded in 1989, Advocates is a coalition of public 

health, safety, and consumer organizations, insurers 

and insurance agents that promotes highway and auto 

safety through the adoption of safety laws, policies and 

regulations.  

• Advocates is unique both in its board composition and 

its mission of advancing safer vehicles, safer drivers 

and safer roads. 

Who is Advocates?



What Does Advocates Do?What Does Advocates Do?

Federal Legislative Program State Program

Federal Regulatory Program



Roadmap of State Highway Safety Laws



Earned Media



Highlights of Technology Advocacy 

• Frontal Airbags (ISTEA, 1991)

• Tire Pressure Monitoring Systems (TREAD Act, 2000)

• Rear Outboard 3-Point Seat Belts (Anton’s Law, 2002)

• Electronic Stability Control (SAFETEA-LU, 2005)

• Seat Belt Reminder Systems (SAFETEA-LU, 2005)

• Rear Video Cameras (Gulbransen Safety Act, 2008)

• Brake Transmission Interlock (Gulbransen Act, 2008)

• Seat Belts on Motorcoaches (MAP-21, 2012) 

• Electronic Logging Devices (MAP-21, 2012)



Highlights of Technology Advocacy-Cont.

• Petition for Autonomous Braking in Heavy Trucks (2015)

• Support for Autonomous Braking in Passenger Vehicles

• Support for ADAS in NCAP

• Support for Fatigue Monitoring Systems for All Vehicles

• Functional Safety Requirements

• Ignition Interlock Devices



Adoption of Safety Technologies 

• Research & Development (Suppliers)

• Field Testing (OEMs & Suppliers)

• OEM Selective Model Installation 

• NCAP Adoption by NHTSA

• Standard Equipment:

o Voluntary OEM Action

o NHTSA Initiated Regulation

o Congressional Mandate



Thank You!
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