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Safer People, Safer Streets 

 Increasing trend of pedestrian and bicycle deaths 
in the U.S. 
 

September 2014 at Pro Walk / Pro Bike / Pro Place 
in Pittsburgh 
 

Safer People, Safer Streets initiative: design, 
education, policy 
 



  Safer People 
 Partner with advocacy 

groups, local officials, and 
safety organizations  
 

 Publicize existing and new 
safety resources from USDOT 
related to infrastructure 
design and promoting safer 
behaviors and bicycling and 
walking practices 
 

 Local implementation 
through the Mayor’s 
Challenge 



Safer Streets 
 Identify and close gaps in 

pedestrian and bicycle 
networks 

 Provide engineers and 
planners with tools and 
innovative strategies to 
create safer streets 

 Bike Walk Assessments 
• 51 assessments completed by June  2015 
• field offices convened or supported 

walking and/or bicycling road safety 
assessment in each state. 

• Final report to be released soon 
 



Assessments in Every State 



Physical: 

 roadway design 
 pedestrian safety and 

accessibility  
 bike safety  
 transit access 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy & coordination:  

 planning and project 
development 

 public engagement 
 changing community 

context 
 intergovernmental 

coordination 
 funding 
 data 
 enforcement & education  

Report: Common Barriers 



Mayors’ 
Challenge:  
 
7 Challenge Areas: 
 
1. Complete Streets 
2. Fix Barriers 
3. Gather Data 
4. Design Right 
5. Create Networks 
6. Improve Laws 
7. Educate and Enforce 
 
   245 Jurisdictions:   
Awards this Fall  



Safer Policies 
 Identify practices, rules, 

standards, and policies 
that serve as obstacles or 
barriers to addressing 
pedestrian and bicycle 
needs 

 Research solutions 

 Identify and implement 
policy changes 



 
 
 
 



FAST Act 
 Five year bill 

 
 Transportation Alternatives program funding steady; non-

profits are eligible recipients 
 
 Ped-bike remains eligible in CMAQ, Highway Safety 

Improvement Program, (renamed) Surface Transportation 
Block Grant Program 

 
 NHTSA National Priority Safety Program enforcement and 

education grants available for states with high ped-bike 
fatalities 

 

 



FAST Act 
 NHS design criteria shall consider access for other modes 

of transportation;  
 adds NACTO and AASHTO safety guides 

 
 “The Secretary shall encourage each State and metropolitan 

planning organization to adopt standards for the design of 
Federal surface transportation projects that provide for the 
safe and adequate accommodation (as determined by the 
State) of all users of the surface transportation network, 
including motorized and nonmotorized users, in all phases 
of project planning, development, and operation.” 

 Best Practices report required 

 



www.transportation.gov/mayors-challenge 
 
Email address: pedbikesafety@dot.gov 

Thank you 

http://www.transportation.gov/mayors-challenge
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