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1978 NTSB Letter to FRA 

• Noted that nearly 500 pedestrians 
killed annually 

• Analyzed characteristics of fatal 
accidents 
• Trespasser demographics 
• Weather and track conditions 

• Recommended that FRA develop 
criteria for fencing tracks 
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Recent Accident Investigations 

• February 20, 2014: Jesup, GA 
• Film crew on railroad bridge 
• Freight train struck movie prop 
• 1 person killed, 6 injured 

• August 20, 2012: Ellicott City, MD 
• Coal train derailed 21 cars while crossing 

railroad bridge 
• 2 people sitting on bridge killed by spilled 

coal 
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Railroad Trespasser Casualties 
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Collisions Between Persons and 
Rail Transit Vehicles 
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