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The Legal Fine Print 
THE VIEWS AND OPINIONS EXPRESSED HEREIN ARE THOSE OF THE SPEAKER 
AND OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS, INC.  THEY DO 

NOT REFLECT THOSE OF THE WESTERN GROUP, THE INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE 
OF THEATRICAL STAGE EMPLOYEES, THE INTERNATIONAL CAMERA GUILD, OR 
ANY OF ITS LOCAL UNIONS, OR OF ANY RAIL INDUSTRY TRADE ASSOCIATION.  

ALL PHOTOS USED ARE THE WORK OF THIS PRESENTER  
OR ARE USED WITH PERMISSION.  

THE USE OF NEWSPAPER AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA IMAGES ARE DONE SO WITH 
FULL ON-SCREEN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AS TO THE SOURCE. 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

art.miller@rtms-movietrains.com 
www.rtms-movietrains.com 
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THREE RECENT HIGH-PROFILE  
TRESPASSER FATALITIES 

GREG PLITT SARAH JONES 
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  ACHILLES WILLIAMS  



TWO TYPES OF PRODUCTION TRESPASS 

UNINTENTIONAL   

 ACCIDENTAL INTRUSION 

 SIEZED AN ARTISTIC 
OPPORTUNITY 

INTENTIONAL 
      PRE-PLANNED 

       SURRETITOUS      
PREPARATIONS 

 SUCCESS CREATES 
“BRAGGING RIGHTS” 

 PRIMARY OFFENDERS: 

         STUDENTS 

         MICRO BUDGET 
FILMS 

         SOCIAL MEDIA  
 PRODUCTIONS 
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COMMON CAUSE: 
CRIMINAL TRESPASS IN PURSUIT OF A  

“MONEY SHOT” 

SOME EVENTS MAKE MORE NEWS THAN OTHERS. 
ALL ARE TRAGEDIES, ALL ARE PREVENTABLE. 



THIS PRESENTATION ADDRESSES 
PROBLEMS DIFFERENT THAN 

THE TRADITIONAL 
“RECREATIONAL” RAILROAD 

TRESPASSING 
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THE RAIL INDUSTRY DEALS WITH THESE 
EVENTS ON A DAILY BASIS WORKING WITH 
SCHOOLS, LAW ENFORCEMENT, LOCAL 
MEDIA, AND OPERATION LIFESAVER.  
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OBITUARY 
WITH 
FACEBOOK 
PHOTO 

RAILROAD 
TRESPASS 
IS A POPULAR 
YOUTUBE 
SUBJECT 



IMPACTS? 
LOSS OF LIFE 

PERSONAL INJURIES AND DISABILITIES 

CRIMINAL CONVICTION, INCARCERATION, PROBATION 

CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS, PROBATION & LOSS OF CAREERS 

DIMINISHED RAILROAD ACCESS FOR FILM PRODUCTIONS 

HIGHER PRODUCTION INSURANCE COSTS 

SOLUTIONS? 
ASSOCIATION OF FILM COMMISSIONERS 

INTERNATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF THEATRCIAL STAGE 

EMPLOYEES 
INTERNATIONAL CAMERA GUILD 

AN OFTEN OVER-LOOKED GROUP: 
PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAGE TO WITNESSES INCLUDING  

RAILROAD OPERATING CREWS AND DISPATCHERS 



INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF THEATRICAL STAGE EMPLOYEES 
INTERNATIONAL CAMERA GUILD 
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RAILROAD SAFETY AWARENESS TRAINING CLASSES 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 



THE IATSE AND ICG INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM BRIDGES THE GAP 
BETWEEN TWO INDUSTRIES WITH NEARLY 

POLAR OPPOSITE CORPORATE CULTURES 

STRATEGIC GOAL: 
CREATE A CADRE OF RAIL SAFETY TRAINED FILM INDUSTRY 

PROFESSIONALS WHO CAN HELP ENSURE 

THERE IS NEVER ANOTHER  
M I D N I G H T  R I D E R  
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RAILROADS ARE GREAT TIME MACHINES 
PUBLIC ENEMIES TURNS BACK THE CLOCK  

IN CHICAGO’S UNION STATION TO 1933 
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OCTOBER SKY 

 INACCURATE/FALSE 
DEPICTION OF 
OPERATIONS AND 
SAFETY SYSTEMS 

 PROMOTING UNSAFE 
ACTS THRU DEPICTION  

           Playing chicken 
           Train-hopping/surfing 

 CRIMINAL ACT 
GLAMORIZATION 

           Guerilla Filmmaking  
 

RAILROADS ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT 

INDUSTRY IMAGE  
RAILROADS PORTRAYED AS 

DANGEROUS OR EVIL 
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THE IATSE/ICG COURSE TEACHES: 

THERE ARE NO ABANDONED RAILROADS, EVERY PIECE OF TRACK 
HAS AN OWNER 

RAILROAD SCENES REQUIRE EXTENSIVE ADVANCE PLANNING 

RAILROAD SCENES ARE NOT CHEAP 

SENDING P-As UP THE TRACK WITH RADIOS AS LOOKOUTS IS NOT 
ACCEPTABLE TRAIN CONTROL, IT’S LIKELY A PRELUDE TO 
“STEALING A SHOT” 

HOW TO RECOGNIZE A LEGALLY ACQUIRED RAILROAD LOCATION 

FILM PRODUCTION WORK RULES DON’T WORK ON RAILROAD 
LOCATIONS 

BASIC RAIL SAFETY RULES – THE LAWS OF GRAVITY AND INERTIA 
ARE NOT REPEALED FOR FILM CREWS 

EMPLOYEE SAFETY EMPOWERMENT – “IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, 
SAY SOMETHING” 
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ADDITIONAL 2015 CLASSES: 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 
LOS ANGELES AREA, CALIFORNIA 
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THE END 
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