
Eastern Montgomery High School 
Home of the Mustangs 

Lives Lost:  
Grayson and Steven 
February 13, 2011 

 



Eastern Montgomery High School 
• Great Students! 
• Rural/Farming 

Community 
 
 
 
 

• 295 Students 
• 67% Free and Reduced 

Meals 
• 48% of students attend 

college 
 
 
 

• Many of our parents 
attended High School in 
this community 
 
 
 
 

• Generational Poverty is a 
barrier towards some 
students’ success 
 
 
 





Immediate Response To Crisis 

• Notify Superintendent, Director of Secondary 
Education 

• Ask for assistance – extra counselors 
• New River Valley Community Services 
• Crisis Team Planning Meeting 
• Work with staff 
• Help students, staff and community members 
 

 
 



Short Term Response To Crisis 

• Provide support for family members and 
friends 
 
 

• Planned and held “A Day of Remembrance” 
March 13, 2011 
 



“A Day Of Remembrance” 



Long Term Response To Crisis 

• Provide continued support to relatives and 
friends struggling with loss 
 
 

• Address “they got what they deserved” attitude 
• Manage rumors 



Shawsville-Elliston Communities 

• Very supportive of both families 
• Both families still live in our community 

 
 
 

• Apparent community apathy about injuries and 
deaths associated with the railway 
 



Today 

• Students still cross the river on the 
railroad bridge 

• Very few students remain at EMHS 
who knew Grayson and Steven 

• The Hoops-Robertson Character 
Scholarship acknowledges the lost 
potential 
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