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Organizational Issues 
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Human Performance           

presentation 



PF04 Flight Crew Performance 

ÅChecklists and brief completed 

before release 

ÅCopilot made 0.8 Mach callout 

ÅAt 0.82 Mach, copilot stated 

ñunlockingò and then moved feather 

lock handle to unlocked position 

ÅBoth pilots stated ñpitch upò 
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WK2 release 

Transonic bobble 

1.4 Mach 

0.8 Mach 

PILOT COPILOT 

PF04 Flight Crew Procedures 
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Verbal call: 

ñStabs (degrees)ò 

Action: 

Unlock feather 

Action:  

Trim stabilizer 

Verbal call: 

ñ0.8 Machò 

Action: 
Ignite rocket motor 

Action: Vehicle control 

Verbal command: ñFireò 



PF04 Flight Crew Training 

ÅSS2 simulator 
πNormal and non-normal procedures 

πFull mission rehearsals 

ÅWhiteKnightTwo aircraft 
πSimulated glide through touchdown 

ÅExtra EA-300L aerobatic airplane 
πG tolerance training 

πUpset recovery training 
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PF04 Flight Crew Preparations 

ÅPF04 flight readiness reviews 

ÅTown hall meeting 

ÅNo issues related to pilot 

procedures for feather system 
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Stressors Contributing to    

Copilotôs Error 

ÅMemorization of tasks 

πFlight test data card not referenced 

ÅTime pressure 

πComplete tasks within 26 seconds 

πAbort at 1.8 Mach if feather not unlocked 

ÅOperational environment 

πNo recent experience with SS2 vibration 
and loads 

6 


