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EAA Loss of Control Initiatives 



Organizational LOC Focus 

1. EAA Member Safety Pledge 

2. EAA Founder’s Innovation Prize 

3. Additional Pilot Program 

4. EAA Flight Advisor Program 

5. Sport Aviation Magazine Monthly 
Flight Test Column – Charlie Precourt 
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EAA Member Safety Pledge 
Strength through Culture 

I hereby promise and commit to do the following: 
 
•  I will install and test my fuel system and document its performance in accordance with 
best amateur-built practices and procedures. 
 

•  I will evaluate Angle of Attack/Lift Information systems, and associated visual, audible, and 
tactile alerting systems as they relate to enhancing the performance and action of the pilot. I 
will give serious consideration to installing these on my aircraft, and learn to operate them 
properly. 
 

I pledge to take these actions in order to protect myself, passengers, and the 
good name of the Association. 
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Founder’s Innovation Prize 
Low Cost Safety Enhancement Competition 

The annual prize will 
have a specific safety 
focus each year, with 
the upcoming year’s 
goal emphasizing the 
design and 
development of a low-
cost solution that 
recognizes imminent 
loss of control (LOC) in 
aircraft and provides 
an innovative way of 
increasing situational 
awareness or 
automation to the 
pilot. 
 

Current Status & Rationale 

• 44% of E-AB fatal accidents involve Loss-of-Control 

• EAA legacy is to inspire innovation through freedoms of 
E-AB 

• Education verses new regulation is charter concept of 
EAA 

 
Outcomes 

• Decrease in fatal LOC E-AB accidents by 25% in 5 years 
and then 50% in 10 years (approx 12 less accidents 
annually) 

• Entrants will focus on cost, ease of 
installation/implementation, simplicity, wide 
applicability, and effectiveness in reducing loss-of-
control occurrences. 

• Judges:  Burt Rutan (Chief Judge), Dick VanGrunsven, 
Charlie Precourt, Dave Morss, and Rod Machado 

• 25K First prize, 10k Second Prize, and 5K Third Prize 
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Additional Pilot Program 
Putting the Most Qualified Individual in the Cockpit 

•EAA/FAA developed policy – AC 90-116 
 

•Allows for a qualified second pilot to participate in the critical 
phases of flight testing  
 

•Builder/GA pilot participates and learns as part of the process 
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The first known issuance of operating limitations 
that included provisions of the FAA’s new Additional 
Pilot Program took place on October 5, 2014, for a 
Van’s RV-7 built by a Plymouth, MA builder. 
Designated Airworthiness Representative (DAR) Jon 
Ross inspected John Sannizzaro’s airplane and 
included the APP in the operating limitations. 

 



EAA Flight Advisors 
Members Helping Members – Phase I Flight 

•EAA member program designed to assist with the flight test 
process and prepare the pilot to execute a safe and successful 
flight test program 
 

•Over 500 designations nation-wide 
 

•EAA Video and EAA Chapter centric support structure 
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Sport Aviation Flight Test 
Column 

A new monthly column by Charlie Precourt 
*, “Flight Test”, is targeted to inspire a 
deeper understanding of critical phase of 
flight problems and the best solutions 
coming from the flight test world.  Each 
article is written to attract all GA pilots to 
consider challenges they can face for each 
and every flight they take.   
 
*Charlie Precourt is a former NASA Shuttle Commander, 
test pilot, and currently builds/fly’s both E-AB and GA 
aircraft.  Charlie is the Chairman of the EAA Safety 
Committee and a member of the EAA Board of 
Directors.  
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NTSB LOC Forum - October 14, 2015 

EAA Helping it’s Members to:  Straighten 
Up and Fly Right! 
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