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Today’s Presentation:

• Brief introduction to TIGER
• Census Bureau spatial data

– TIGER/Line shapefiles
– TIGERweb

• Accessing statistical data and visualizing data
• Geographic areas

– Urban Areas
– Places
– Census Tracts



TIGER
• Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and 

Referencing System
A digital map of US, Puerto Rico, & Island Areas
Contains

• Roads (Streets), Rail, Hydro
• Geographic Entity Boundaries
• Housing Unit Locations
• Address Ranges and Zip codes
• Key Geographic Locations



MAF/TIGER Accuracy Improvement 
(MTAIP)

• 2002 – 2008

• Emphasis on positional accuracy

• Processed at county level

• Total of 3,233 files processed



Scotland County, NC – Before MTAIP
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Scotland County, NC – After MTAIP

6





TIGER/Line Shapefiles - What

• http://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger-line.html

• Spatial Extracts from the Census Bureau’s 

MAF/TIGER database

• Geographic Boundaries and Features 
• 2007 version first in Shapefile format

– Previously in TIGER/Line format
– Change due to migration to Oracle



2010 Census TIGER/Line Shapefiles 
Pre-Joined with 2010 Census Demographic 

Profile



http://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerwebmain/tigerweb_main.html



On-Line 
Mapping Tools

Census Data 
Mapper and 
Metro/Micro Area 
Data Viewer



Data visualization gallery:  
http://www.census.gov/dataviz/













Census Tracts

• Census tracts are small, relatively 
permanent statistical subdivisions of a 
county.
– Uniquely numbered in each county with a 

numeric code
• Census tracts average about 4,000 

inhabitants
– Minimum Population – 1,200
– Maximum Population – 8,000
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Questions?  Need more information?

Michael Ratcliffe
Michael.r.ratcliffe@census.gov
301-763-8977

Geographic Products Branch
301-763-1128
Geo.geography@census.gov
Geo.tiger@census.gov


