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All the safety equipment available in an emergency is useless if it cannot be used properly
and efficiently during an emergency. There are notable stories of how well trained crews were
able to leverage their training to avert sure catastrophe. Unfortunately, there are even more
stories of crews being unable to perform the most rudimentary tasks to prevent vessel loss or
to properly use the equipment available to save themselves.

The difference in these two possibilities is in the training of the crews to respond in an
emergency.

The Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Act of 1988 contained no explicit statutes
addressing qualifications, training, or experience. The new Coast Guard Authorization Act of
2010 does address these issues. This new authority remains significantly less extensive than for
other commercial mariners.

Today we will here from those who have been training commercial fishermen in emergency
preparedness and other areas known to be safety issues within the industry. Each training
program has adapted to serve fishermen in a different manner including in the classroom and
on the vessel.

| will now introduce our panel members.

Leslie Hughes. Mrs. Hughes represents the North Pacific Fishing Vessel Owners’
Association. NPFVOA is the nation’s oldest trainer of commercial fishermen having recently
celebrated their 25" Anniversary. Mrs. Hughes developed then directed those training
programs for over 23 years.

Jerry Dzugan. In addition to serving as the Chairman of the Commercial Fishing Industry
Vessel Safety Advisory Committee, Mr. Dzugan has served as the Executive Director of the
Alaska Marine Safety Education Association since its formation 25 years ago. AMSEA has
developed a nation-wide network of fishing vessel safety trainers for the commercial fishing
industry. Mr. Dzugan has experience as a commercial fisherman.

Gina Johansen. Ms. Johansen is the Director of FishSafe BC, an organization that specializes
in training for commercial fishermen. She has also been a commercial fisherman.

Rodney Avila. Mr. Avila is a fishing vessel owner, a member of the New England Fisheries
Management Council, Member of the Board of Directors of the Point Club, a member of the
CFIVSAC, and a safety trainer for the commercial fishing industry. Mr. Avila has extensive
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experience as a commercial fisherman. Today he represents the Greater New Bedford
Fishermen Safety Collaborative, a community based initiative that provides free training for
commercial fishermen.

John O’Leary. Mr. O’Leary is a commercial fishing vessel owner with extensive experience
as a commercial fisherman. He currently serves as the Director of training at the Chesapeake
Marine Training Institute.

Jack Kemerer. Mr. Kemerer is the Coast Guard’s Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety Program
Manager joining us today from Coast Guard Headquarter. He has extensive experience in the

commercial fishing vessel safety program as a uniformed member of the Coast Guard and
as a civilian employee.



