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FOREWORD

The Nstional Transportation Safety Board fs an independant
Federal agency that serves as the overseer of safety in railroad,
Lighway, pipeline, marine, and civil aviation transportation.

The Safety Board was created by the Transportation Act of 1966 at
which time it functioned as an autonomous agency under the
Department of Tranportation., In 1974, Congress enacted the
Independent Safety Board Act which established the Safety Board
as a totally independent agency of the Federal Government and
broadened the Board“s investigative role in the surface modes of
transportation,

{iInder the Independent Safety Board Act, the Board has the
suthorfty to investigate, determine the facts, conditions,
circumstances, and probable cause(s) of accidents, issue safety
recommendatione, conduct special studies on transportation
safety, assess techniques of accident investigation, evaluate
effectiveness of other governmaent agencies with respect to
transportation safety, and evaluate the adequacy of safeguards
and procedures for transporting hazardous materials.

In accordance with the provisions of the Independent Safety
Board Act of 1974, the NTSB has determined the probable cause of
the accidents reported herein.

This publication contains the reports of 358 U.S. railroad
accidents arranged in alphabetical order by railroad company nane
and tabulations of selected accident information including (1)
types of accidents by carrier, (2) types of accidents by state,
(3) casualties by types of accident and classes of persons, and
(4) cavusal factors arranged by categories, types and numbers of
accidents. These brief format reports are published quarterly on
e calendar year basis and mostly include summaries of field
investigations conducted by the Board“s six railroad field
offices. (See figure 1.,) The briefs also contain data extracted
from reports of investigations of major accidents which may be
distinguished from the field investigations by the reference to
the published National Transportation Safety Board major accident
report under the probable cause section.

Care should be taken in interpreting the data contained in
the four tables as they reflect only a three-month period and
thus do not reflect an accurate long-term statistical
distribution, At the end of each calendar year, an annual review
of railroad accident data is published which contains tables and
graphs compiled from that year“s accident data.

These Briefs are summaries of reports of the National
Transportation Safety Board and ar¢ thereby subject to the
linitation of 49 USC 1903(c):

No part of aay report or reports of the Board,
relating to any accident or the investigation
thereof, shall be adnitted as evidence or used in
any suit or esction for damages growing out of any

matter mentioned fn such report or reports.,
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For those readers who wish more detailed information, the original factual reports for
both field and major accidents are on file in the Washington, D.C., office of the National
Transportation Safety Board and may be examined. These reports will be reproduced for a
fee covering reproduction cost and postage. Orders for material also are subject to a user
charge by the Board for specigl services, and such charge will be included in the bill.

Requests for reproduction should be forwarded to:
National Transportation Safety Board

Public Inquiries Section
Washington, D.C. 20594
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Scope

The accidents included herein are those occurrences incidental to railroad operations
which fall within the scope of Section 304 of the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974,
As provided in that Section, the Board investigates and determines facts, conditions,
circumstances, and probable cause of any railroad accident in which there is a fatality or
substantial property damage, or which involves a passenger train. The following
definitions, as set forth in Part 840 of the National Transportation Safety Board's
regulations (49 CFR 840), effective April 1, 1976, and as emended August 14, 1980, are
applicable,

Railroad ~ 840.2(s)

"Railroad" means any system of surface transportation of persons or property over rails.
It includes, but is not limited to, line-haul freight and passenger-carrying rallroads, and
rapid transit, commuter, scenic, subway and elevated railways.

Accident - 840.2(b)

"Accident" means any collision, derailment, or explosion involving railroad trains,
locomotives, and cars; or any other loss-causing event involving the operation of such
railroad equipment that results in a fatality or the emergency evacuation of persons,

Joint Operations - 840.2(c)

"Joint Operations” means rail operations conducted on a track used jointly or in common
by two or more rajlroads subjzet to this part, or operation of a train, locomotive, or car
by one railroad over the track of another railroad.

Fatality 840.2(d)

"Fatality" means the death of a person either at the time an accident occurs or within
24 hours thereafter.

Substantial Damage - 840.3

"Substantial Damage" in nonfatal railroad accidents is defined as follows:

1. Damage of $150,000 or more to railroad and nonrailroad
property; or

2. All accidents involving passenger trains.




ACCIDENTS

REPORTING RAILROAD

AXTRAK

ATCHISON TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RY CO.
BALTIMORE & OHIO RR CO.

BURLINGTON NORTHERN INC.

CENTRAL VERMONT RY INC.

CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO RY CO. (THE)
CHICAGD MILWAUKEE ST PAUL & PACLFIC RR
CONSOLIDATED RALL CORP.

DEQUEEN AND EASTERN RR CO.

GREATER CLEVELAND REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTH,
INDIANA HARBOR BELT RR

ILLINOIS CENTRAL GULF RR

KANSAS CLITY SOQUTMERN RY CO.

LONG ISLAND RR (THE)

MASSACHUSETTS BAY TRANSPORTATION AUTH.
METRO NORTM COMMUTER RR

MISSOURI PACIFIC RR €O.

NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTH,

NORFOLK AND WESTERN RY CO.

SE PENNSYLVANIA TRANSPORTYAYION AUTH.
SEABOARD COASTY LINE RR

SO0 LINE RR CO.

SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSP. (O.

ST. LOUIS SOUTHWESTERN RY CO.

TEXAS OKLAMOMA & EASTERN, RR CO.

UNEON PACLFIC

TOTAL

(1) NOT INCLUDED tN TOTAL RAILROAD ACCIDERTS

(2) TWO INVOLVED FiRE ONLY
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TABLE 2:

8Y STATE AND TYPE

ACCIDENTS

: EMPLOYEE PERSONAL GRADE HAZ. MAT. {1)
B STATE COLLISION DERAILMENT FATALITY FATALITY CROSSING TOTAL INVOLVED
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NEW JERSEY
NEW MEXICO
NEW YORK
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WISCONSIN
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TABLE: 3

CASUALITIES BY CLASS OF PERSOM AND ACCIODENT TYPE

COLLISION 1 DERAILFENT | PERSCNAL CASUALITY |  GRADE CROSSING
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LIMITED TO PERSONS ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS ON TKE RAILRCAD, EMERGENCY FORCES, AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC NOT ON RAILROAD PROPERTY
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NATIONAL TRANSPCSTATION SAFETY BOARD
wWashington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Amtrak Brief of Pailroad No,: NYC-85-FROO4
Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:
_Plainsbora, New Jersey 0008 EST 11/16/84 Clear Dark/1,000 ft.

‘frain: Class: Opcrating Phase: Track NO.:
1 elzansnart of Ney Jersey Passenger Commuter Enroute 1
2

3

Mocident Description: Passenger commurer train No. 3864, consisting of 6 self-propelled cars, had one truck

of the 6h car derall when it struck a broken coupler while the train was moving 100 mph. A Conrail freight train

on track 2 had the coupler break out of the 24th car and land on track 1. The freight train c¢rew could not locate

the coupler in the dark. They did not provide flag protection for adjacent tracke, as rcequired by Amtrak Operating
Rule 102. Rule 102 also requires Operators or Train Dispatcliers to notify passing trains to proceed at restricied

speed past the first traia, and this was not done. Exrtensive damage was done to undercar equinment. There were

14 passengers on the train.

Failure of freight train crew to protect adjacent tracks (Rule 102)

Failure of train director to warn train 3864 to travel at restricted speed (Rule 102)

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1.

2.
3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY DOARD

8422

Washington, D.C. 20594
Reported by: Atchison Topeka & Sanra Fe Ry Co Brier of Railroad No.: FTW84PR007
Location: Tire: Date: weather : Visibility:
Belen, New Mexico 0245 _MST 11/17/8% Clear Dark/1900 fr.
Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
Ea route 1

X Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Ry _Co..
2
3

Accident Description:
moving downgrade at a apeed of 49 mph.
26zh car.
at the droken knuckle, but 5 times in less
and the train brakes went iato emergency.
and they went on,

brakes at that time.

Train No, Extra 308-01,
Previous to the accidenc, a coupler knuckle had broken off one end of the
In the dark, the train crew did not notice it.

e —

Eredghr . _esr

consisting of 4 lacomotive units and 78 cars, had 56 cars derail while

Moving dowagrade, the train had a tendency to stay together

than 8 miles, the 26th and 27th cars moved apart, the air hose separated,

The conductor told the brakemen to cut out the air in the last 52 cars
The train came apart again. unknown to the crew, and finally the rear portion of the train caught
up with the front of the train on the long downgrade,

resulting in the derailment. The rear 52 cars had no operable

Probable
Cause: 1. Operating train with insufficient operable braxes,
2.
3. .
Other
Factors: 1. Broken coupler knuckle
2,
Fatalities: Nasnber: Description: Injuries: Number: Description:
-0 - -0 -
Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
l. Railroad: $7,224,000
2, Non-Railroad: -0 -
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION
washington, D.C.

Atchison, Topka & Santa Fe Railroad Co.

Feported by:
Location:
Stephenville, Texas

Time:
0610 CST

SAFETY BOARD 8448

20594

FTW-84=-FROL6
visibility:
Dark/2,000 ft.

Brief of Railroad No.:

Date: Weatiner:
01=25=84 Clear

Class:
Freight

Train:

1  Atchison. Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Co.

Track MNo.:
1

Operating Phase:
Enroute

Direction:
West

2

k |
Accident Description: Freignc train No. 508 Y-1, c
25 cars derail. The locomotive units became discounecte

feet with emergency braking applicd before stopping.
had a speed restriction of 30 mph. An NTSB investigator

50 mph when a brake applicatior was nade.

Failure to control speed of train

The derailment
estimated the train was moving through the curve at about

onsiscing of 4 locomotive units and 34 cars, had the first
d from the first derailed car and they travelled 2,350

was in a S~degree 58-minute curve which

Fxcessive buff forces in_sharp curve.
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84-87
NATIONAL TRANSTORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, 0.C. 20594

Reported by:  Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Brief of Railrcad No.: CHI-83-FRP2]

Location: Time: Date: Weather Visikility:
Lacon, [1linois 1905 CST 04.23-84 Rain Dark/300 feet

-

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No,:
1 Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway  Freight West En_Royte 1 —
2
3

Accident Description:
Truck carrying heavy equipment drove onto crossing grade crossing and stryck side of train, resulting

in derailment an¢ fatality. Truck driver drove past flashing light signals and around ¢rossing gates.
18 cars derailed. Speed of train was 40 mph.

Probable 7
Cause: 1. Failure of persen to stop at gqrade crossing due to willful act of individual

2.
3.

Other

oescription:
Truck driver

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Insses:
L. Truck struck train i $138,000
2. 50,000

3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, L.C. 20594

Reported by: Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company Brief of Railrcasd No.: DENSSFRO09

Location: Time: Date: Weather® Vieibility:

Clorieta, New Mexico 2034 MST 12/21/85 Clear vark/1000 FT

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1  Atehison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Co. Freight Unit West West 1
Train

2

Accident Description: Unit coal train No. CYC~NCI21, consisting of eight locomotive units and 103 loaded coal
cazrs, had 2 units and 43 cars derail while moving 54 wph. Four of the locomotive units were remcte control
units in the rear portion of the train. The train had separated because of a broken knuckle between the 5lst
and 62nd cars. While the crew was replacing the kouckle, the front portion of the train began to roll freely
dewn the descending grade. The engineer leaped from the train when it reached a speed of about 30 mph. The
train rolled on down the hill and derailed in aan 8 degree curve.

Probable 1. Failure to properly control the train brakes
Cause:

2. Failure to set sufficient handbrakes

Other
Factors: 1.

Fatalities: Description Injuries: Number: Description:

-0 =

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Loscas:

*

1. Railroad: $2,011 000

2. Non~Railroed: -0 -
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BCARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company Brief of Railroad No.: ATL8SFR002

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Vieidilicy:

Marcinsburg, Weat Virginia 1848 EST 10/31/84 Cloudy Dark/800 FT

Train: Railroad: Clase: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 Baltimore and Chio Railroad Company Loco East En route 1

2

Accident Description: The fireman of the 4:00 p.m. Pearson Yard Drill had completed the storing of Amtrak Train
No. 701 and she was attempcing to join the rest of her crew located across the main tracks. Approaching

ot the No. 2 main track was a two-unit helper locomotive moving at a recorded speed of 15 mph. The helper
headlight vas dimmed. The fireman was caught on Che rerailer hanger hook of the trailing unit of the ecastoound
helper. She was dragged for 39 feet. She sustained fatal injuries.

Probadle i. Failure of person to detect approaching train

Cause:
2.

Qcher
Pactors: l.

Fatalities: Description Injuries: Number: Ues-ription:

Employee on duty -0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:

1. Struck by locomotive Railroad:

2. Non-Railroad:




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-1€7
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Baltimore & Ohio RR Brief of Railroad No.: CHI8SFROO4
Locaticn: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:
Zaleski, Ohio 2025 FST . 11218284 Clear Dark/500 ft.
Train: Rai. =oad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No,:
1 _Baltimore & Ohio RR Fraight - Hest En_route 1
2 —_
3

Accident Description: Freight train Extrs No. 4349, consisting of 3 locomotive un'ts and 74 cars, had cars 15
through 39 derail while moving at a speed of 42 mph. An empty flat car in the tiafn had tiedown chains that came
loo§e and dragged on the ground. The chains caught on a switch stand, tore it loose and threw the switch under the
train,

Loosely secured tiedown equipment.

Property Losses:
Railsoad: $14%,000

Non—-Railroad: -0 -




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 83-33
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _ Burlington Northern Inc. Brief of Railroad Nc.: DENS3IFROIO
Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:
Beardstown, Illirais 1425 5T 01/18/83 CLoudy Day/S6800 £+
Train: Railroad: Class: Directien: Oporating Phase: Track No.:

1 Burlington Nerthern Inc, Yard/switching South Switzhing 4

2
3

Accident Description: The conductor of a yard switching operation was fatally injured when he stepped in front of

the movi ard train. h A - g
anphysm:? Y The conductor was 56 years old and hsd Giabetes, atherosclerotic heart disease. and severe

Probable
Cause: 1. Fatfque due to iliness.

2.
3.

Factors: 1.
2.

Description:
Swpioyee on duty

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Struck by train

2.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFTTY BOARD 83-36
washington, D.C. 20594

Brief of Railroad No.: DENS4FRO12

Revorted by: Burlington Northern Inc,
Location: Time:

Datc: Weather: Visibility:

Sndattay  Miecqur] w.. 01/22/83 Snow DEMMO ft.

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

En route 1

1 Burlingtan Norrhern Inc Freight Init Train UWest
2
3

Accident Description: Train Extra 7152 West, consisting of 4 locomotive units and 111 cars, had 24 cars derail in
the middle of the train. Some cars ended up near Route 111, but traffic was not blocked. Some power lines were
broken, disrupting power in Nodaway for a short period. The rail was 112 1b. rail that had been laid in 1957 and
carried frequent, heavy unit coal trains.

Broken 4oint bar

Improperly maintained rail foint

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Railroad: $270,000

2, Non-Railread: _ 10,000




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _ purlingran Northern Tac brief of Railroad No.: _ (HT-84-F~-R009
Location: Date: Weather: Visibality:
Lleax Lake ,Minoesata 08/15/86 =  Cleax .. Lay/9.000 fg.
Train: Railroad: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No,:
1 Burlington Northern Inc. Freight unit Srain _ " East Earoyte 1
2
3

Accident Description: Freight train No. Extra 7084 East, consisting of 3 locomotive units and 11l cars, had the
49th through 8lst cars (33 cars) derail while moving 40 mph at a grade crossing. Track work had been going on
there for 2 days preceding the accident and the temperature for 2 days was over 90°. The traincrew stated they
saw a "ripple"” in the welded rails as they approached the site.

Failure of alinement due to previous repair

Failure to properiy comply with Maintenance of Way Circular f# 1
Inadequage training in maintenance of wav p;ocedures

Extreme heat

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property lLosses:
1. Railroad $815,000

BTt Oy R by

2. Non=Railroad: =0~
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NATTONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFTTY BOARD
washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Burlington Northern Inc. Briof of Railrowd No.: _ CHISAFROLD
location: i Date: Weather: Visibility:

Cicero, I114a0ds 09/21/84 _flear Dark/500 ft.

Train: Railroad: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 ELurlington Northern Inc. En route I A

2
3

Accident Descripticn: Commutar train No. 2 struck a box car door that was lying on the track and had 2 passenger
coaches derali while moving at a speed of 58 mph. The train consisted of 3 coaches being pushed by orc locomntive
unit. There were nc fatalities, but 2 crewmembers and 10 passengers were treated for minor injuries. The lead coach
was totally destroyed. Prior to the accident, a yard train had made switching moves in the area for several hours.
Vandals had opened a box car door on the yard trzin. The door then fell off of the box car during the switching

movements in an area known for vandalism.

.Vandalism of box car.

Description:
Emnloyees on duty
Passengers

(A11 miaor injuries)

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. Striking injurious environment Railroad: $800,000

Non-Railroad: -0 -

2.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _Burlingtoa Northern Inc. Brief of Railroad No.: DENBSFROO1

Location: i Date: Weather: Visibility:

Comuerce City, Colorado 10/03/84 Rain Dark/6000 FT

Train: Railroad: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 Burlington Northern Inc. Freight East En route 1

2

Aczident Description: A 4~door Pontiac sedan carrying five occupanta was traveling eauwtbouud on Colorado Highway

2 and turned oanto East 80th Ave., headed north in Commerce City approaching a signal-protected railroad/highway
grade crossing. The vehicle wae driven onto the crossing and was struck broadside by the lead locomotive of Extra
5483 east. Four of the vehicle occupants were killed aand one received minor injuries. The train speed was 40 mph,
The engineer placed the automatic brake valve in emergency about the time of impact. A wvitness noticed the crossing
lights were un bstructed. Aa analysis of the drivers BAC disclosed a level of 0.085 percent. Train crew members
tested negative for alcohol or drugs. The locomotive whistle was sounded for the crossing.

Probable l. _Failure to stop at protected grade crossing due to use of drugs or intoxicants
Cause:

2.

Other
Factors: l.

Fatalities: Number: Description jurei Description:

4 Public on RR Property Public on RR Property

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:

1. Struck by train Railroad:

2. Non-Railroad:
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
washington, D.C. 2059%

Reported by: Burlington Northern Brief of Railroad No.: DENSSFROO3

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:

Wellaberg, North Dakota 2030 CDT 10/06/84 Cloudy Dark /8200

Train: Railrvad: Class: Dirzection: Operating Phase: Track

! Burlingtoa Northera Inc. Freight East En route l

2

Accideat Descriprion: Thirty-four cars of an eastbound freight Zfrain Extra 5498 east dcrailed at mile post 115,
There were no injuries or hazardous materizls involved. First marks indicated a wheel truck side had marked
the cross tis eads 20r nearly 3168 feet before striking the switch at Wellsderg siding. The left No. &4 journal
bearing (Brenco 6xl! inch) in the trailing truck of the 13th head car, SSW 37819 failed at mp 155.6.

Probable l. Failure of axle hub due to an overheated journal bearing
Cause:

2,

Qther
Factors: 1.

[

Fatalities: Description Injuries: Number: Description:

-0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses!

1. Railroad: $723,000

2. Non=-Railroad: -0 -




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20394

Reported by: Burlington Northera Inc. Brief of Railroad No.: DENSSFROOS

Location: Time: Pate: Weather: Visibility:

Holbrook, Nebraska 1125 CDT 10/30/84 Cloudy Day/8000 FT

Train: Railrcad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Teack No.-

1 Burlington Northe#n Inc. Freight East En route 1

2

Accident Description: Eight locomotives and 36 cars in traic Extra 8018 east derailed near mile posr 254.6 while
moving through a 1 degree 30 minute curve at a speed of 60 mph. The R~1 wheel on the fourth locomotive (6340)
derailed in about the middle ¢f the curve. The track for about two miles approsching the accident site

d4id not weet the minimum standards of the FRA Track SafeCy Standards for Class 4 track. Carrier peraonnel
repaired the defects before any rraffic was allowed over the track.

Probable 1. Failure of & rail due to head/web separation.

Cause:
2.

Other
Factors:

FPatalities: Daecription Iujuries: Number: Description:

-0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:

1. Railroad: $1,161,000

2. Non=Railroad: - 0 m
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATIOn SAFETY SOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

" ed by: Burlington Northern Railroad Brief of Railroad No.: DEN85FRO10

Location: Time: Date: Weather : Visibility:
Commerce City, Colorade 2015 MST 12/24/84 Cloudy _ . Daxk/2500 FT.
Train: Class: " Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 Burlingcton Northern Railroad Unit freighe West Ea route i

2
3

Accident Deseription: 27 hopper cars loaded with coal in a westbound Burlington Northern Railroad Company unit ceal
train, No. 94708, deralled at Mile Post 534.6. This location was at the point of a switch that coanects the
main track to the Rocky Mountain Arsenal track. The accldent occurred near Commerce City, Colorado.

Falled roller bearing due to excessive heat.

2.
3.
Fatalities:

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property lLosses:
X Railrvad: $937,000

2. Non-Railroad: -0 -

3.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFFTY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Central Vermont Raflway Brief of Railroad No.: NYC84FROlS

Location: Time: Date: Weather - Visibility:
Vernon, Vermont 0215 kST 02/13/84 Fog Dark/«~0- fr.

Train: i Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 —Antrak . -Passenger South. En roure 3
2
3

Accident Description: Amtrax train No. 61 (The Montrealer), consisting of 2 locomotive units, 1 baggage car, 4
sleeping cars, 1 cafe car and 3 coaches, derailed while moving 46 mph. The locumotive units and all but the last 4
cars derailed in a % degree that had = gpeed restricliing of 40 mph. Nona of the care uncoupled or turned over;
however, the first car broke loose from the locomotive,

Failure to operate train in compliance with spced restrietion.

Lallure of encineer to recognize speed restricrion area dua ra. foq

Description: Injuries: Number ¢
- 0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property losses:

2. -2 -
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-85
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by:  Chesapeake and Ohio Ry Brief of Railroad No.: _ NYC84FR0Z3
Location: Time: Date: weather: Visibility:
1305 EST 04/19/84 _Rain____ Day/1.000 ft.

dartmont, West Virgqinia
Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No,:

1 _Chesapeake amd Ohia By Freight West En_raute. 1
2
3

Accident Description: Freight train No., Extra 8204 West, consisting of 2 Jocomotive units and 139 cars, had the
second locomotive unit and the following 24 cars derail., The train was moving through a 5 degree curve at a speed

of 22 mph., A defective piece of welded rail had been cut vut of the outside rafl and replaced with a single piece
?f iointe? rail that was 9'11" long. The short rail was not anchored and showed evidence of swinging outward under
oad conditions.

Failure of track alinement due to lack of rail anchors,

Property Losses:
Railread: $161,000

Non-Railroad: -0 -
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NATIONAYL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 203594

Reported dy: Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Raiircad Brief of Railroad No.: _ DENB5PR002

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Vieibilicty:

Bettendor?, Iowa 2330 COT 10/05/84 Cloudy Dark/600 FPT

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track Mo,

1 _Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific RR Preight South En route [

2 Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific RR Freight North En route 4

Accident Description: Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific (MILW) train Exzra 1838 south struck the froat of MILW
traian Extra 2066 north in a yard. Both trains were operating under the same train order, which instructed one to
go into a siding and the other one to enter yard limits at restricted speed. Both train crews failed to properly
ocbserve the train order. Train 2066 remalned on the main track and 188 entered yard limits at a speed of 17 wph
sud was unable to stop before the collision. Both ¢rews safely jumped from their trains.

Probabdle 1. _Failuve of crew of train 2066 to ¢comply with train order
Cauie:

2. _Failure of crew of train 188 to comply with Rule 93 {yard limits)

Other
Factors: 1.

Fatalirties: Descripcion Injuries: Number: Description:

-0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property lLosses:

*

ie Railroad:

2. ' Nen—-Railroad:




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
washington, D.C. 20594
Brief of Railrved No.: DCA BA=FR=001
Time: Date: Weather . Villbil.ity:

Location:
Millbury, Ohio 1122 ST 11/11/83 Snow Day/500 FT

failroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

Train: s
1 Concail MAIL~-8 Preighe Eaat En route 2

Freight West En route 2581

Reported by: Consolidated Rail Corporation

2 Conrail OIEL~9
3

Aocidere Description: Train No. MAIL-8 en route eastbound on track No. 2 collided into side of westbound train No.
Olfl~9 which was crossing over from track No. Z onto track No. 1, rcsulting in 3 injuries and 1 fatality. The speed
The engineer of train Mo. MAIL-8 was sware

of train No. MAIL~8 was 64 mph, the speed of train No. OIEL-9 was )0 mph.
of the impending accident; brakes were applied. The engineer of train No. OIFL-9 vas not swvare of the impending

asccident. The accident also resulted in derailment of 4 locosotive units and 30 cars.

Probable
Cause: 1. Engineer of train No. MAIL-8 failed to operate according to signal indications

2.

3.
Other
factors: 1. Vieibilicy of signals obscured by freezing rain and smow.

2.
3.

Injuries:

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Collapse of structure (locomotive cab)

2.
3.

;
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Roported by:  Comsolidated Rail Corporation Brief of Railroad No.: _ NYCB4FRO29
Location: i Date: Weather: Visibility:
Enola, Pennsylvania . 06/30/84 Cloudy
Train: Railroad: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 _Consolidated Pait Corporation Cut of cars Wess Makeun/breakun 34

2 _Consolidated Rail Corporation Cut of cars West Makeup/breakup 34
3 _Consolidated Rail Corporation Cut of cars West Makeup/breakun 35

Accident Description: A brakeman, age 56, was walking alongside a yard train moving on track 25 4n the Enola Yard.
A cut of 11 cars came from the hump track into track 34 and struck a cut of 16 cars, derailing one of the 16 cars.
The derailed car struck the brakeman and then sideswiped the train on track 35. The brakeman was seriously ¢njured

and died 7 days later. A blood analysis after the accident revealed a blood alcohol content of 0.167% in the
brakeman,

Probable
Cause: 1, Excessive number of cars beina humped caused derailment.

2.

3.

Other -

Factors: 1. Eailure to varare pnsj:jon dug to.use of alconol
2.

Fatalities: Injuries

Probable Cause of Casualty:

1.  Struck by train
2.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAITTY BOARD 84~-65
washington, D.C. 20594

De Quesn and Eastern RR Co. pricf of Railroad No.:  FTWB4FRO22

Time: Date: Visibility:
1300 CST 03/02/84 Day/2.000 Lo

Train: failroad: Class: Direction: Track NO. :
1 De Queen and Eastern RR Co. Local freight Wess :

2 De Queen and Eastern KRR Co. Single car Unattended/storage 3
3

Accident Description: An empty flat car on a siding had been moved ir urder to remove debris from the track. The
car soon s.arted to rcil down the sidetrack toward the main lins where a freight train was moving by. A brakeman

who was flagging at a nearby grade crossing ran pehind cthe car in an attempt TO get on it and set the handbrake, The
car struck the side of the passing train and bounced dackwsrd, striking the brakeman and fatally injuring him.

Failure to set handbrake on unattended car.

Errorin. dudgmant

Emnloyese on duty

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Struck by train

2.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-81
Washington, D.C., 20594

Reported by: Sreater Cleveland Pegional Transit Auth. Brief of Railroad No.: __ NYC84FR020

Locacion: Time: Date: Weathor : Visibility:
Cleveland. Ohio 2125 £ST 04/16/84 Clear Dark/1,000 ft.
Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 _Greater Cleveland Reqional Transit Passenger traneit _West S 3 W, 175 7~ !
Authority

2
3

Accident Description: Two signal maintainers were working on the relay case at tne 39th Street crossovers to correct
a malfunctioning signal. After closing the signal case, thay crossed the 2 tracks %o pick up their tools and return

to headquarters. Commuter trains were approaching on both tracks. The westbound train (%o. 811) made 2 sudden stop
and one signalman saw the other man had been struck and fatally injured. The train ooerator had seen the signalman

on the track but could not stop in time.

Failure to detect approaching train due to distraction of other trsin,

Description:
Employee on duty

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1, Struck by train

2,
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
washington, 0.C. 20594

Reported by: Creater Cleveland Rapid Transit Authority Rrief of Railrocad No.: CHI=-84~F~-RO11
TLocation: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:

0202 E0T ~09.10L84 NLA ——tnanalll00 i
Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
Enroute b

Lleveland, Ohio
‘Train: Railrcad: Class:

-

1 Greagser Cleveland Rapid Tranait Auth. Passenger transit Easr

2 Creater Cleveland Rapid Transit Auth. Passenper transic West Standing in vard A

k!
-

Accident DeSCription: A pighe Rail Vehicle (LRV) passenger train, consisting of 2 melf-propelled passenger cars,
struck the side of a standing LRV train in the underground station at Cleveland Union Terminal. The second train
was waiting to go to the ahop and had no passengers aboard. No onc was injured on the first train, No. 6702. The
operator of No. 6702 had just started up to depart the station and went through a switeh into the side of the standing

train at an estimated speed of 20 mph. The operator was witnessed adjusting the rear view mirror at the cime.
There is no automatic signal system {n the arcs. The maximum allowable apeed is 5 mph,

Fallure to control apeed of train

Qisgrass 12 i f 2m pthar events

Limited sig_hl: distance

Lack ot automslic blogk sienal system

Fatalitiesn: Description: Injuries:
-0~
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NATIONAL TRANSPCRTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 203594

Brief of Railroad XNo.: DENRSFROOL

Reported by: Illinois Central Culf Railroad

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibilicy:

_ 0500 €D 10/25/84 Cloudy Dark/760 PT

Higbee, Misscuri

Traia: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 _Illinois Central Culf Railroad Freight East _En route 1

2 Illinois Central Culf Railroad Freight West En route 1

Accident Description: Illinois Central Gulf Railroad Company eastbound traim, third No. 92, and westbound train,
second No. 31, collided head-on at mile post 367.9 about six miles west of Higbee, Missouri. The crain dispatcher
had elected to operate three sections of No. 92 and two sections of No. 91. He arranged, by trein order iastructions,

for second 92 and second 91 to meet at Cencralia, Missouri. He alsc instructed the crew of second 92 to display

green signals on the front of the lead locomotive to signify a followiag section (third 92). The crew of second 92
failed to display the green signals when second 92 and second 91 met at -‘eatralia. The crew of secoad 22 failed to
sound the proper whistle signal as required by ICC Operating Rule 14K at the meeting point co call the attention of &
of the crew of second 91 that there would be another second of No. 92 to follow. The crev of second 91 proceded |
oa westbound from Centralia withou! any knowledge chat there would be a third 92 operating. The two locomotives

cf rhird 92 and two locomotives and ten head cars of second 91 were derailed.

Probable Failuce of & crew to display proper sipgnals on the locomotive to signify a following train

Pailure of cngineer Lo use proper whistle signal

Patalities: Number: Description Injuries: Number: Description:

-~ - -0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty: Propecty Losses:

l. Railroad: $5%52,000

TR EHRA

Non=Railroad: “ ) -
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY: BONRD
washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad Brief'
Location: Time: Date:
0512 CDT 10/04 /84 Clear Dark/590 Ft.

La Grange, Illinols
Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 _Indiana Harbor Belt Raflread { Freight Easr _Enroute 2
2 _Baleimore & Qhio Chicago Terminal Freight East _Standing 2

o Railroad Company

docident DescTiption: Indiana Harbor Belt (IHB) train No. BP=6 collided with the rear of Baltimore & Ohio Chizago
Terminal (BOCT) train No. 209. Train 209 was stopped due to air hose probleme. The caboose of train 209 was
unoccupied and was Jdestroyed. Two locomotive units and one car of BP=6 derailed and the caboose and one car of 209
derailed. Estimated spced at collision was 5 wph. There were no casualties.

of Railroad No.: CHI-85-F=-RO01
Weather : Visibility:

SR Tk KR A B i D A AR T :’!ﬁi‘?.ﬁfiﬁ@g‘%ﬂiﬁ%%iﬁﬁ ?k?ﬁ%% vy
e A 2 LR

P

Failure to compiy with Raflroad Operating Rule Neo. 93 (restricted spaeed)

Failure of train No. 209 to provide flag protection at rear

BOCT train did not have IHB radio frequency

Number': Description: Injuries:
0
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NATTONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD R334
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported Dy: _ Yoneas City Sourhern Ry Co. Brief of Railroad No.: DENS8SFROL]

Location: Time: Date: Vigibility:

Noel, Missourt 1150 CST 01/21/83 Day/2000 ft.

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Crerating Phase: Track No.:
1 —Sdnsas 4 ty Sourhern Ry Cn Freieht Unit Train  South En_route b
2

3

Accident Description:  Freight unit train No. Extra 661 South had 20 cars derail. The train consisted of 4 locomotive

units, 112 cars, and 3 remote controlled locomotive unite. A Joint bar hroke that was holding together a previcusly
Eioken rail ar the pcoin: of derailment.

Probable

Cause: 1. Broken joint bar at previous rail break.
2.

3.

Other

2.

Fatalities:

Probable Cause of Casualty:

1, $804,000
2. -0 -
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NATIONAL TRARSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
washington, D.C. 20594

Brief of Railroad No.: wycwg4-F703L
Datc: weather Visibility:

Reported by: _ tonp 1sland Railroad (The)
Location:

_Babvlon, New York 1225 EDT DS/ A LR Cloar Dav/1,000 fe.
Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

Long Island Ruilroad (The) Passenger Commuter East Enroute 2

2
3

Aocident Description: Passenger commuter train No, 112 was crossing over from a main track to a station track when
the 6th car derailed and struck a station platform. The train consisted of 10 sclf-propelled passenger cars. Signal

maintaloers were working on nearby rail joints and one of them improperly wired a relay switch so that the train
could ¢ ass over without signal protection. While the train moved through the crossover switch, a block operator

operated the switch, causing the train to derail. The block operator had requested the signal maintainer to
improperly "jump" the protective relay devices.

Failure of block operator and signal maintainer to comply properly with signal procedures.

2.
3.

Othex
Factors: 1.

2.

Fatalities:

Probable Cause of Casualty: s
1. L

2.

$1,248,000

0=




NATTONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-100
washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _ Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority Brief of Raiiroad No.: _ NYCB4FROZ4

Location: Time: Date: weather s visibility:

Boston, Massachusetts 0643 EOT _ 06/11/84 NZA Tunnel/100 ft.

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 _Massachysetts Bay Transit Authority Passenger transit _North En. route S A
2
3

Accident Descriptaon: Subway train No. 1448, consisting of 4 subway cars, s.ruck & displaced third rail in a river
tunnel. A small fire broke out due to electric arcing beltween the train and the third rail. The damaged third rail
resulted in a loss of power. Train 1448 and another train were stalled in the tunnel, resulting in 1600 passengers
being evacuated. Earlier thet morning, a track crew had wamped and realined 500 feet of track in that area. An
imcroperly installed track insulator was discovered at the site ¢cf the arcing and fire., Two trains preceding train
1448 had contact shoes broken off while passing the site.

Cause: 1.  Improper installation of third rail pedestal ipsulator
2.
3.

Other
Factors: 1. Failure to properlv inspect third rail,

2'

fatalities: Number: Description:
-0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty:
ll

2.




NATTONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BUARD 84~51
washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by:  Metro~North Commuter RR Brief of Railroad No.: _ NYC84FRO13

location: Time: Date: Weather: visibility:
New York City, New York 0821 EST 01/30/84 N/A Tunnel/500 ft.

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 uter RR En route 33_(Ladder I}
~Jetrp-North Comm lacemordve . _South .
2
3

Accident Description: Two diesel locomotive units were being moved under Grand Central Terminal when a switch was
thrown as they passed over it. Both units derailed. One struck a column, rupturing a locomotive fuel tank and
starting a fire. The New Y~rk City Fire Department responded within 2 minutes. Dense smoke filled the tunnels. About
2,000 passengers were evacu ted from 4 trains trapped ir the tunnel behind the burning locomotive. The one locomotive
unit was destvoyed by fire. A New York state law prohibits the use of combustion engines under Park Avenue, but
Metro-North runs diesel locomotives there. The New York Cigy Fire Department has expressed theilr concern over this,

Probable
Cause:

el robhac

2-
3-

Other
Factors: 1.

2.

Fatalii:es:

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Smoke {nhalation $870,000

2. Falling -0 -




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BONRD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _ Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Trancit Auzh
Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:
Atlanta, Georgia _0020 EST 12/03/84 Pain Dark/1,000 ft,

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1l NMetro. Atlanta Rapid Trunsit Authority Passenger transit. West Moyement _in yard 2
2

Arief of Railroad No.: ATL85FRO04

3

Accident Description: Rapid transit train No. 103, consisting of 4 multiple-unit cars, ran off the end of the track
about 1,000 feet west of the Hightower Station.

The lead car ran through a sand pile that is a momentum attenuator
to stoo runaway trains, The two lead cars derailed. Speed of the train was estimated to be 25 mph. A1l passengers
had dicembarked at the Hightower Station.

The train operator ha¢ been taking Dimetane, a prescription decongestant
that should not be taken when operating machinery or vehicles.

Human_failyre - gperator not alert due to effents af antihistimine

Lescription:

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property losses:
1. i . $420,000
2.

.0-




NATTONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-180
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Missouri Pag¢ific RR Co. Brief of Railroad No.: CHIBSFRO03

Location: 1 Date: Weather: Visibility:

South Holland, I11ingis 11/03/84 Clear Day/5.000 ft

Train: Railroad: C Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
~ Missouri Pacific RR Co, Sauth Makeun/breakup —_—8

-

e -t oo S
s Fir o e I
e

2
3 —

Accident Description: A carman fell from a yard train and was fatally injured when the train ran over him. He was
attempting to walk from a departing freight train to the yard office when the yard train, consisting of a switch
engine and 47 cars, came by and blocked his path. He climbed onto the moving cut of cars and fell on the track. The
speed of the yard train was about 3 mph,
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—failure to comply with Safaty Rule No. 1075 (Fmployees boarding moving rrains)

o Pt s

ol T gt v g

Description:
Employee on duty

Probable Causs of Casualty:
1. Struck by train

2,




NATIGI\L TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-175
waghington, D.C. 2059%

Reported by: Misxsouri Pacific Railroad Co. Brief of Railroad No.: __ FIW-85-FRO03
Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:
Crtter, Arkansas n29n romv 12/30/84 Cloudy Dark/2,000 f:.

Train: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 _Missouri Pacific Raiiroad Co. Preight Unit Train  South Enroute 1

2

3
Accident Description: Unit coal train No. MP-CN1-28, conmisting of 5 locomocive units and 114 cars, had che

five~unit locomotive and 29 cars derall when the train struck track that was damaged by a rockslide. Some
large boulders had broken le»== from a bluff and rolled down across the track. The speed of the train was

39 mph. ¥ive Inches of rain had fallen in the previcus week.

1. Damaye from natural forces = large boulders rolled acrose track

Couse: 2. Earrh slide, moisryure rolated
3.
Factors: ).
2.
3.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY DOARD 83112
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: New York City Transit Authority Bricf of Railroad No.:  wye2irRo40

Lcation: ‘ Date: Weather : Visibility:
New York Citv, New York 07/20/83 .V 7 N Junnel/«0- ££

Train: Railroad: Direction: Operating Pnase:
1 Nev York City Tranait Authorigy Tassenger transit South En route

2
3

Accident DesCription:  sybway train No. Pelham 62% reported smoke issuing from the t-ain at 125th Street Station. The
passengers were off-loaded and the train went on to 116th Street, then was backed {nto a tuanel spur track. After a
series of problems, the fire got worse under tha train., The tunnels aad the 125 h Street Station started to f1i11 with
thick smoke. The (ire and smoke had been made worae by the continued operation >f the train resulting in continued
tlow of electrical current through the burning motor controls. The New York Citv lire Department was not called until
29 minutes after the firat report of smoke in the train. It took until 0815 for the firemen to starc extinquishing
the f{rc. During this time, trains continued to be operated through the smoke-filled tunmel.

Fallure of primarv circuit controls in motor control proup,

2.
3.

Ocher
Inadequate maintenance of motor control group.

2.

Description: Injuries:
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 83-116
washington, D.C. 20594

Feported by: _New York City Tramsir Aurhoriry Rrief of Railroad No.: NYG83I0ROLS
Date: weather: Visibility:
03/05/83 Clear Day/1.000 fr,

Railroad: ) Class: Diroction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
Sew Xoxk Cicy Transit Anrhority Rassangor . lransi teSouLh En.rouse 2

3

Accident Description: A subway train, consisting of 10 cars, had the 5 rear cars derail while entering the Jacksen
Street Statior or the IRT White Plains Line. At this locatfou. the train is on an elevated structure. Passenpers
were off-loaded cato the platform through the head cars. 350 feet of the west rail was overturned. The track gage
hiad widened due to broken elevation blocks and worn rafls. This condition had been reported on January 1, 1983, in a
"Trackwalker's [mmediate Action Report." The only corrective action taken at that time was to place & turnduckle on
the raila and re~ ~ike them.

Inadequate maintenance condoned by management.,

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1.

2.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-69
Washington, D.C. 20594

Brief of Railroad No.: NYCS4LFROLY
Time: Date: weathor: Visibility:
0213 03/03/84 Cloudy Dark but lighted/500 fc.
Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

New York City Transit Authority

Train: Railroad:
1 New York City Transit Authority Passenger Transit North En_royte <4

2

3

Accident Description: The conductor of an “A" subwvay train was fatally injured when he fell from a station platform
and was struck by the train. The conductor had closed the train doors from outside the train and the operator started
the train out of the station. The conducror apparently tried to board the moving grain between the 4th and Sth cars
and fell under the train, The train was being operated under an unauthorized procedure by the operator and conductor,
using the dood closing as a signal to start. It 1{s not known why the conductor closed the train doors while he was

outside on the platfoinm.

Failure to comnly with NYCTA Rule 39 (nrocedure for atarting a train out of a germinal),

Description:

Emplovee on duty

Probable Cause of Casualty:

1. Struck bv train

2.
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84-106
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, 0.C. 205%4

Reported by: New York City Transit Authority Brief of Railroad No.:  NYCB4FRO26

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:

New York (ity, New York 1536 £0T 06/23/84 N/A Tunnel/700 ft.
Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
New York City Trancit Muthority Passenger Transit __ North En route 2

1
2
k!

Aocident Description: A signal maintainer, working in the subway tunnel north of Times Square Station, calied the
signal department supervisor to say he was g2ing to check a track fire. A train was departing Times Square when the
operator saw the sional maintainer step out from behind a column onto the track in front of the train. The man was
struck and fatally injured.

Failure of employee to detect approaching train

Nurber
1

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Struck by train

2.
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84-109
NATIONAL TRANSTIRTATION SAFTTY BOARD

Washington, D.C. 20594
Reported by: _ New York City Transit Authority Brief of Rajlroad No.: __ NYCR4T0027

Location: Time: Date:

Weather: VISlbiIitY:
Bronx, New York 0234 EOT 06/28/84 NZA Junnel/) 000 £t

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 New Yorx lity Transit Authority Passenqer Transit __ South Fn_raute 2

2

3

Accident Description: A 10-car “D* subway train was moving through the tunnel under the Harlem River on its way
from the Bronx to Manhatten. The train passed a track gang in the tunnel when one of the trackmen fell against “he
6th car and was later found under the 7th car, fatally injured. The speed of the train was 10 mph.

1. _Trackman fell against passing train.
2‘

Description:
Employee on duty

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Struck by train

2.
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84-161

NATIONAL “TRANCPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
washington, D.C. 20594

Repcerted by: New York City Transic Authoricy Brief of Railroad No.: NYC=85~FROO3

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:
New Yori £itv, New York (110th St. Station) 0901 EST 11/07/84 N/A Tuanel/o00 ft.
Train: Class: Direction: Oxrrating Phase: Track No.:
2

South Ea route

1 New York Citv Transit Authority Paapenger Transit

3

Accident Descxipticn: A l4-year-old male was riding between the 9th and 10th car of a 10=car subway train. As Che
train was leaving 110th Strect Station., he leaned over to pick up a bag and fell between the cars. A passenger
pulled the conductor's emergency valve in the 9th car, setting the trains brakes in emergency. Emergency forces
responded promptly, but the person was fatally injured, There are signs on the car end doors warning: Do not use.

More passengers are killed between cars than any other subway accident.”

Fallure of person to recognize unauthorized position on car as hazardous

Wiliful act of individual

Description:

Passenger

AN XL T AL ALY A . 2«
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83-53
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFTTY BOARD

Washington, D.C. 20594

b AR (e T T AR

Reported by: Norfolk and Western Ry Co. Brief of Railrsad No.: ~NYCAJIROLL

Location: ! Date: Weather : Visibility:

nn18/82 . Claondy Raxk/so0 fr
Direction: Cperating Phase: Track No.:

1 Norfolk and Wesrern Ry Co, West Makeup/hroalous e . .19

2

3

- o %

Accident Description: A switchman was struck by his train and fatally injured while swiiching cars in the Netroit
Union Produce Terminal Yard. Nobody witnessed the accident. The conductor found the switchman under a box car during

a switching move. The conductor hal seen him a few minutes earlier walking near the caré being switched. The switching
moves were being conducted by hand signals and lanterns.

Fatlyre cf switchman ro recognize improner pperaricg pracedures.as hazardons

2.

3.
Other
Factors: 1.

2.

Fatalities:

’

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Struck by train

2.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-98
washington, D.C. 20594

Reported By:  Norfolk and Western Railway Co. Brief of Railroad No.: CHI=842E=RO0N
Location: i Date: weather : Visibility:
—Naples. Illinais RELI0L8 e aesr ~Ray[9.000 fr.
Train: Railroad: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 _Norfolk and Western Railway Co. Kreighe . = _Mear ~EozouLe 1
2
3

Accident Descraption: Freight train No. 7/S5C~01, consisting of 3 locomotive units and 101 cars, had the 3 units
and 29 cars derail while moving 40 mph on a f1ill next £o the I[1linoig River. The river was 5 feet above flood
stage at the time and later analysis revealed disturbance to the roadbed duc to water saturation and large root
MARNSCN .

1. Damare to f1l] from nagural forces

GCround water gaturation and erosion

3. Roadbed sertlement

Othex
Facrors: 1.

2.

Description:
~Lmplovees op duny

Vagrants on train

(all minor injuries)

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. i $878,000

2. (e
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-159

Wasl'ulngtm « D.C, 20594

Reported by: _ Norfolk and Western Railway Brief of Railroad No.: _CHI-85-F-R002
Location: Date: wWeather: Visibility:

10731184 —Bain Dark/800 fr.
Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 _Norfolk and Western Railway JFreiche Sourh ~Enraure 1

3

Accident Description: An automobile with 2 occupants missed a grade crossing and the vehicle got hung up on the track.
They were unable to back the car up onto the pavement., Freight train No. 4/DA-0l, consisting of 2 locomotive units
aud 117 cars, struck the vehicle and drug 1t to a nearby switch where the vehicle caught on a facing throwing lever

of a switch stand, derailing the 2 units and 14 cars, plus 4 cars standing on adjacent tracks. The driver of the
automobi le was arrested and charged with driving under the influence of alcohol, illegal transportation of liquor and
leaving the scene of an accident. The train spead at impact was about 20 mph.

Error in judpment (vehicle operator) due to use of alecohol

.o

Switch stand rhrowing lever was facing rather than trailing

Description: Injuries:

Probable Cause of Casualty: ~roperty lLosseg:
lo mm: $69 7 » 000

2. Non-Railroad: _ $10.000
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NATIONAL TRANSPCRTATION SAFETY BOARD
washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: St. Louis Southwestern Railway Company Brief of Railroad No.: FIW-84-FR025
Location: Time: Date: Weather : Visibility:
Malakoft, Texas 1120 CST 03-30-84 Clear Day/3.00Q feet
Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 _St. Louis Southwestern Railway Company Freight “West __Enroute -

2
3

Accident Description: )
Tractor trailer dump truck drove onto grade crossing with railroad crossing signs and was struck by

train, resulting in derailment of 3 locomotives and 24 cars; fire; fatality; relezse of hazardous materials:
evacuation of over 300 persons.

Probable
Cause: 1. Truck driver saw train too late and drove onto tracks in front of train

Fatalities: Description: Injuries:
Public on RR Property
{Truck driver)

Probabie Cause of Casualty:
1 Train struck truc

r
3.
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NATIONAL 1RSSSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
vashimxton, D.C. 20594

Brief of Railroad No.: _FIW-84-F=R0Z7

Reported Dy:  Sr Leuis Sourhwesrern Railuway.Co
Location: Time: Datc: Weather : Visibility:

Bucklin, Kansas 1810 CDT 05/1084 Clear Dax /2,200 fr.
Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phasc: Track No.:

1  St. Louis Southwestern Railway Co, _Freight. ... Easat _Earaute 3
2

3

Mocident Description: Freight train No. 01-BKESP-08, consisting of 7 locomotive units and 92 cars, had 30 cars
derail while moving abcut 60 mph. The train was moving through the bottom of a verti. al curve. The track had
just been raised 2 inches and balilast surfaced the preceding day.

_Damage to alinement du= fo exceasive buff foxcea
Failure of alivement due to previous repair

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. $1,600,000

2. Q
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

Washington, D.C.

Reported by: Louis, Southwestera Railway Company

20594

Brief of Railroad No.: DENSSFRO0G

Location: Time:

White City, Kansas 2050 Cst

Bate: Weather:

11/18/84

Visibility:

Clear Dark/1000 PT

Train: Railcoad: Class:

1 St. Louis, Southwestern Railway Company Freight

Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

West En route 1

2

Accident Description: Fraight Train Extra 8278 west, consisting of 4 locomotive units and 98 cars, had 47 cars

derail while moving 58 mph.

Joint bars had broken under the train as it passed over a joint of 112-pound rails.

Twenty-six of the derailed cars carried trailers/containers that resulted in lading damages in excess of

$1,000,000.

Probadle 1. Broken ‘oiat bars

Cause:
2-

Other
Factors: 1.

Fatalities: Description

Probable Cause of Casualty:

1.

2.

< RN T e R LRI RATHY 7 e B S i o PR g e e »

Injuries: Number: Description:

-0 =

Property Losses:

Railroad: $3,026,000

Nou-Railroad: -0 =
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Seaboard System RR Inc. Brief of Railroad No.: FTWB4FRO24

Location: Time: Date: Weather : Visibility:
Bolen, Georgia 2115 EST 03/12/84 Cloudy Dark/900 ft.

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 Seaboard System RR Inc. Freight South En_route 2
2
3

Accident Description: Freiaht train No. FLOW-11, consisting of 5 locomotive units and 139 cars, had the 5 units and
25 cars derail. The train had split a facing point switch while moving at & speed of 40 mph. Investigation revealed
that 2 missing cotter key in the switch machine prevented the switch motor circuit from completely functioning, which
in turn allowed the switch points to gap open after the switch had been moved to 2 closed position.

PR Ve A o FW SRS S W O et pRL e W e s 4 o

Component malfunction -- missing cotter key in switch circuit controller,




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD Sn132
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by:  Seaboard Systen Brief of Roilroad No.: ATL8SFR001
Location:

Rocky Mount, North Carelina

Time: Date: Weather: Vlsmllit}':
2215 EST_ 10/11/84 Clear Dark/2000 77

Train: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 Seaboard System Yard/switching South Other movement in .
- yard

3
Accident Description:

A hostler was attending switches for a threc unit locomotive movement. While waiting for a yard crew to clear the
switching lead. the hostler walked away from the switch he was ro attand. The hostler was standinrg next to the
east yard switching .eid when the Y205 yard crew with a GP16 type locomotive, with the long hood end forward,
struck the hostler, ciusing fatal injuries. Crew Y209 tried to warn the hostler by blowing the locomotive whistle,
yelling and waving their lamps. BAC analysis of the hostler’s blood and urine samples were negative.

Probable 1. Failiure «f the hostler to properly comply with rarriers operating Rule M wa
Cause: 2.

(being_alert to _moving traing’

3.

Other

2.
3.

Description:
Employee on duiy

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Struck by locometive

2.
3.
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NATTONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Seaboard System RR Inc. Brief of Railrocad No,: ATL83FR003

Locatzon: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:

Allenton, North Carslina 075% EST 11/10/84 Clear Day /9990

Train: Cla~s: Direccion: Operating Phase. Track No.:
1 Seaboard System RR Inc. Freighe West En route ) 1

2
3

Accident Description:  Seaboard System Railroad, Inc. train had 12 cars derail in Allenton, N.C. The derailed cars
involved 4 tank cars containing metharol which were damaged, leaking their coatents which {gnited. The derailed
caras also included a tank car containing fuel oll and another tank car containing sulphuric acid, neither of which
leaked. Several locsil fire departments responded and the fire was extinguisheda. There was no personal injury.
Approximately 123 persons were evacuated,

Probable
Capse: 1. Broken rail.

2.
3.

A OO 5

Other

2.
3.

Fatalities:

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:
1. $440,000

2. ) - () -
3.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFITTY BOARD 83-78
washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Soo Line RR Co. Brief of Railroad No.:  NYCB3FRO22
location: Time: Date:

Armstrong Creek, Wicconsin 1330 LST 06/25/83 Clear Ray/).000 fr

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 Soo Line RR Co. _Freight

2
3

Fast En royte 1

AoCiaont Description: Freight train No, 912, consisting of 2 locomotive units and 100 cars, had the 29th through

The bottom ocutletl

58th car deca!l (30 cars) while moving through & 2-degree right hand curve at a speed of 41 mph.
of a derailed tank vur was domaged and 12,000 gallons of fuel o1l leaked into a nearby creek.

1. _Improper train handling caused severe huff forees.
2.

3.
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Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _Southeastern Pennsvivania Tranap. Auth. Brief of Roilroad No.: _ NYC-84-FRO02
Location: Time: Date: Weathers Visibilicy:
Priladelphia, Pemmaylvania 0611 eOT 10/16/84 Clear Dark/1,000 fc.

Train: Class: Direction: Oporating Pluee: Track No,:
Enroute 1l

1 Southeastern Pennsylvanis Transp. Auth. Passenger
M
rans

2
3 ra

Accident Description:

Trolley Car 0. 2120 was moving north on Cermantown Avenuve vhen it derailed and struck an automobile that was southbound.
The automodile driver was fatally fnjured. Two trelley cars had derailed at the same area in the preceding two weeks.
Prior to that, the street had been rebuilr, During comsiruction, the track geomerry of the trolley line had been disturbded.

The trolley apeed ia uninown.

Damage to track aAligrment from construction activicy,

Description: i Description:

Automobile driver Trolley operator - minor

Patset_\ge‘r ~ minor

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Trolley car collfided with automobdile

2.
3.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOND
Washington, D.C. 20594

Mepocted by: Southeastern Pennsylvania Transp. Imt-‘:_._ Brief of Rai) : No. g NYCw84-FROO6

Location: Time: Date: Neather Visibility:

Train: Class: Direction: Cporating Phase: Track NO.:
1 _Southeastern Pennaylvania Transp. Auth, Panzenger Backing Up 1
11) -

“Commuter
2 Soucheastern Pengavivanis Transp, Auth. Passenger Enroute 1
3

Commuter

L T e LI

Accident Descripeion:
Commuter Train No. 008 was moving eastbound toward Philadelphia when it overshot the Haverford Station in Narberth. The
train then backed toward the station. Ax the train was backing through a curve near the station, Train No. 310 was coming
through the station area and struck the rear of No. 008. No. D708 was bdacking at about 20 mph and No. 310 was moving about
10 mph., The engincer of No. 310 called to No, 008 sn the radio to stop, and both trains made emergercy brake applicationg.
Almost simultanecusly, a passenger attendant riding in the rear of No. 008 saw No. 310 and sipnalled the engineer of No.

008 to make an energency stop, Estimates of how far No. 008 had initially run past the station varied from 400 feer to
over 3.200 feet.
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Probable 1. Falluce of crew trafn No. 008 te provide a flagman while backing.
Caune: 2.

Description:
Emplovecs on duty

Panserﬁern - hgspt talized

Pasunger -~ hinor

Propesty losses: .
collitsion Raflrond: 3150,000

Nor-Railrosd:
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
wWashington, D.C. 205%4

Reported by: Southern Pacific Transportation Company Brief of Railroad No.: FITW-83-FRE32

Location: Time: Date: Weather : visibility:
Houston, Texas 2010 COT 08-11-83 Cloudy Bay/5000 f¢

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 Southern Pacific Transportation Company Yard/switching East Makeup/breakup i

2
3

Accident Description:

Train 1 derailed 17 cars while moving through a yard. A tank car of formaldehyde was punctured.
Over 60 persons were evacuated from nearby residences.

Probable Train separated between 22nd and 23rd cars on grade. Train then ran together, causing
derailment a..d puncture

2.
3.

Fatalities:
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Probable Cause of Casualty:
1.

2‘
3.

L




NATIONAL. TRANSPORTATION SAFTTY BOARD
wWashington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _ Southern Pacific Transportation Co, Brief of Railroad No,: FTWBIFRO3?
Time: Dato: Weather Visibility:
Dark/1,500 ft.

Location:

Sousron, Texa«

Train: Railroad:
1 _Southarn Pac{fic Tramsportation (a.. Yard/switching
2
3 —

Acv:ident Description: The conductor of a yard train was fatally {njured when his train ran over him while making
switching movements in the Deer Park industrial area. He was 57 vear old with 35 years of service. The yard job was
a tregolar night ijob for the crew. Nobody witnessed the accident, but it was believed he fell off the lesad end of a

moving cut of cars while attempting to set a handdrake.

2145 CDT 09/16/81% Clear
Class: Direction: Operatin¢ Phase: Track No.:
West Makeup/breakup 2

Error in judgment

—Lallure ro have praper sasirfen on car

Injuries:

Emplovee on duty

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Fell under train

2.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84=57
waghington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _sourhern Pacific Transportation Co. Brief of Railroad No.: FIW-84=-FRO18
Location: Time: Date: wWeather: Vvisibility:
Schriever, Louisiana 0650 CST 02/02/84 Clear Dawn/2,000 ft.

Train: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track NoO.:

1 _Southern Pacific Transportation Co. Freight En route 2
2

3

Accident Description: Freight train Ne. 01-HOSOY~05, consisting of 6 locomotive units and 145 cars; had & trailing
units and 50 cars derail while moving through a facing point switch at about 45 mph. The first 2 locomotive units went
through the switch wich no problem, but the switch then partly opened under the J3rd unit, starting the general
derailment. The derailing cars knocked down part of an overhead highway bridge. A J6~=foot railroad bridge was

also destroyed. Twenty minutes before the derailment, another train crew lined and locked the switch, and observed

the switch to be properly fitted.

Failure of switch points due to normal deterioration/wear

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property 1Osses:
1. Railroads  $.,336.000

2. Non-Railroad: _$210.000
3.




NATIONAL TRARSPORTATION SAFETY ROARD
Washingcon, D.C. 2059

Reported by: Southern Pacific Transportation Company Brief of Railroed No,: LAXSSFROO!1

Location: Time: Date: Westhar: Viaidbility:

Carpenteris, Californic 1150 PDT 10/04 /84 Clear Day/900 FT

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 _Amtrak Passenger West En route 1

At —————t

2

Accident Description: Amtrak Train No. 13 traveliag westbound on Southern Pacific Transportation Company
Railroad tracks struck a vehicle stopped on the grade croscing on Sand Point Road at Carpenteria, CA.
The two persons riding in the vehicle, mother and daughter ages 40 and 3 respectfully, were injured

during the collision. The weather was clear with o temperature of 75 degrees (F). The train was
traveling at approximately 53 mph when the engineer viewed an automobile on the grade crossing
approxisately 1/4 mile ahead of the train. The train's whistle and engine bell were being sounded for
the crossing.

Probable l. Pailure of motorists £o stop at protected grade crossing.
Cause:

2.

Other
Factors: l.

Fatalizies: Descriprion Injuries: Number: Description:

1 Driver of suto

1 Pasoggggr in auto

Probadle Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:

1. _Train struck car Railroad: $3,000

2. Non=Railroad: : $3%.000
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83-153
NATTONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Iexas, Oklahoma & Eastern RR Co. Brief of Railroad No.: _ FTWBSFROOZ
Location: Tine: Date: Weather: Visibility:
Valliant, Oklahoma 1230 €ST 11/15/84 ~Gloudy Lay/4.000 £,

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 _Texas, Oklahoma & Eastern RR Co. Single car Narth Unloading 4
2

3

Accident Description: A maintenance -of-way employee was crushed between 2 cars in the woodchip car yard at a paper
mi1l while performing his duties as a coupler/oiler. He was supposed to ofl car bearings and couple cars while empty
cars were being rolled into the yard. This is in violation of the “"Blue Flag” rule of the Code of Federal Regulations,
49 CFR 218.27. After the accident, the railroad changed its operations to discontinue car oiling in the chip car yard
and to provide dblue flag protection where cars are being coupled.

Failure to comply with Federal Operating Rule 49 CFR 218.27 {Blue Flag protection).

Failuyre to detect approaching car.

Undertook ricsks condoned Dy management.

2'

Fatalities: Description:
Employee on duty

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1. Struck by train

2.
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84=170

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washingtca, D.C. 20594

Reported by: tUnion Pacific Transporraticn Company Brief of Railroad No.: DENS5PROO8

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visidility:

Oshkosh, Nebraska 1120 MST 12/09/84 Cioudy Day/5000 FT

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 Union Pacific Transportation Company Unit freight East En route 1

2

Accident Description: Train No. BMIKC 255 departed Northport, Nebraska, at 1030 on December 9, 1984, bound
for North Platte, Nebraska. The crewmembers stated that they were unaware of any problems with the train
until an unwanted application of the train's automatic air brakes occurred. The train's speed at this time
was 40 mph. Afcer the train stopped, the head end crew found that the 8th through 44th head cars had
derailad and were in various positions on the track structure. Car UP 34373, the 8th head car, de "xi .ed
when the L~1 axle broke on the journal end, damaging the track structure. The damage inc¢luded & swicches,
and the following 35 cars derailed.

Probable l. Failed roller bcnring due O excesaive heat.
Cauase:

2.

Ocher
Factors: l.

Fatalities: Description Injuries: Number: Description:

-0 -

Probable Cause of Casualcy: Property Losses!

1. Railroad: $861,000

2. Non=Railroad: - 0 -
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RATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20394

Reported by: Union Pacific Railroad Company Brief of Railroad Wo.: LAXB5PR002

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:

LaGrande, Oregon 1120 PST 12/15/84 Snow Day/1000 FT

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 At rak Passenger West Ea route 1

2

Accident Description: One locomotive, one baggage car and two passenger cacs, comprising the eatire consist of
westbound Amtrak passen.er train No. 25, derailed at mile post 283.5. There were 118 passengers and 5 crew membecs
on board at the time of tl.. sccident. There were no injuries. The locomotive recorded a speed of 38 mph. The
maximum authorized speed is 25 mph. The train derailed while attempting to round a 7 degree seven mianute right hand
curve. The outside rail of the curve rolled over to the outside and the wheels of the rear truck of the locomotive
dropped bctween the rails.

Probadle 1. Failure of personnel to recognize improper operating proceduve as hazardous (excessive speed)

Cause:

2. _Ambigous or unclear insteictions given

Lack of complisnce with railroad operating rules

Lack of compliance with timetable special iustruction

Other
Factors:

Fatalities: Description Injuries: Number: Description:

-0 - -0 -

Prodadle Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:

l. Railroad:

2. Non~Railroad:
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NATTONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84=172
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: _ union Pacific Railroad Company Brief of Railroad No.:  LAX-85-F-R003
Location: i Date: weather - Visibility:
Cobbs, Idaho 12/127/84 Fog Dark/S00 _f£r
Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 Union Pacific Railroad Co. Freight Unit Train West Enroute ]
2
3

Accident Description: Tr..in No. 02-W T V=075, consisting of 4 locomotive units and 74 cars, had 18 cars derail
that were loaded with grain. The derailed cars were the 48ch through 65th cars. The speed of the train was 47 mph.,

A wheel on the 48th car had broken about 3 miles before the derailment site, but the crew could not see it due to
darkness and dense fog.

Broken wheel

Prcbable Cause of Casualty:

*

- $864,000
2. i,






