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FORENORD

The National Transportation Safety Board is an Iindependent
Federal agency that serves as the overseer of safety in rafirocad,
highway, pipeline, marine, and civil aviation transportation.

The Safety Board was created by the Transportation Act of 1966 at
which time it functioned as an autonomous agency under the
Department of Tranportation, In 1974, Congress enacted the
Independent Safety Board Act which established the Safety Board
as a totally independent agency of the Federal Goverament and

broadened the Board”s investigative role in the surface modes of
transportation,

Under the Independent Safety Board Act, the Board has the
authority to investigate, determine the facts, conditions,
circumstances, and probable cause(s) of accidents, issue safety
recommendations, conduct speclial studies on transportation
safety, assess techniques of accident fnvestigation, evaluate
effectiveness of other government agencies with respect ko
transportation safety, and evaluate the adequacy of safeguards
and procedures for traansporting hazardous materials.

In accordance with the provisions ¢f the Independent Safety
Board Act of 1974, the NTSB has determined the probable cduse of
the accidents reported herein,

This publication contains the veports of 27 U.S. railroad
accidents arranged in alphabetical order by ratlroad company name
and tabulations of selected accident information including (1)
types of accidents by carrfer, (2) types of accidents by state,
{(3) casualties by types of accident and classes of persong, and
(4) cauvsal factors arranged by categories, types and numbers of
accidents, These brief format reports are published quarterly on
a calendar year basis and wostly include sumzaries of field
investigations conducted by the Board“s six raflroad field
offices, (Sec figure 1.) The briefs also contain data extracted
from reports of fnvestigations of major accidents which nay be
distinguished from the field fnvestigations by the reference to
the published National Traasportation Safety Board major accident
teport under the probable cause section.

Care should be taken In interpreting the data contained in
the four tables as they reflect nnly a three-month period and
thus do not reflect an accurate long-term statistical
distribution. At the end of each calendar year, an annual review
of rallroad accident data is published which contains tables and
graphs compfled from that year”s accident data,

These Briefs are summaries of reports of the National
Transportation Safety Board and are thereby subject to the
limitation of 49 USC 1903¢c):

No part of any report or reports of the Board,
relating to any aceident or the fnvestigation
thereof, shall be admitted as evidence or used in
any suft or action for damages growing out of any
matter mentfioned {n such report or reports.




For those readers who wish more detailed information, the original factual reports for
both field and major accidents are on file in the Washington, D.C., office of the National
Transportation Safety Board and may be examined. These reports will be reproduced for a
fee covering reprocduction cost and postaye. Orders for materiel also are subject to a user
charge by the Board for special services, and such charge will be included in the bill.

Requests for reproduction should be forwarded to:

Nationsl Transportation Safety Board
Public Inquiries Section
Washington, D.C. 20594
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EXPLANATORY ROTES

Scope

The accidents included herein are those occurrences incidental to railroad operations
which fall within the scope of Section 304 of the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974,
As provided in that Section, the Board Investigates and determines facts, conditions,
circumstances, and probable cause of any railroad accident in which there is a fetality or
substantial property damage, or which Iwolves a passenger train. ‘The following
definitions, as set forth in Part 840 of the National Transportation Safety Board's
regulations (49 CFR 840), effective April 1, 1876, and a. amnended August 14, 1980, are
applicable,

- LT X - i . 5
LT - : ; .o . -t

Railroad - 840.2{a)

"Railroad” ineans any system of surface transportation of persons or propertly over rails.
It includes, but is not limited to, line-haul freight und passenger-carrying reilroads, and
rapid transit, commuter, scenic, subway and elevated railways,

Accident - 840,2(b)

; "Accident” means any collision, derailment, or explosicn involving railroed traine,
locomotives, and cars; or any other loss-causing event involving the operation of such
-3 railroad equipment that results in a fatality or the emergency evacuation of persons.

. Joint Operations - 840.2(c)

\ “Joint Operations™ means rail operations conducted on a track used jointly or in common
o by two or more railroads subject to this part, ¢r operation of a train, locomotive, or car
AR by one railroad over the treck of enother railroad.

Fatality 840.2(d)

"Fatality” mesans the death of a person either at the time an uccident occurs or within
24 hours thereafter.

Subctantial Damage - 840.3

"Substantial Damage" in nonfatal railroad accidents is defined as follows:

. Damage of $)50,000 or more to railroad and nonraiiroad
property; or

2. All accidents involving passengar trains,



Causes and Other Factors

In determining probable cause(s) of an accident, all facts, conditicns, and circumstances
are considered. The object is to asceriain those causc-effect relationships in the aceident
sequence sbout which action may be taken to prevent recurrence. Accordingly, for
stetistical purposes, where two or more causes or contributing factors exist in an
accident, each is recorded with no attempt to establish a primary cause or factor.
Therefore, in the causal factor tables, the figures shown may exceed the total number of
accidents,




REPORTIMG RAILROID

ANTRAK

BURLI!NCTON NORTHERN INC.

CHICAGC & MOARTHWESTERN TRANSP, lO0.
COXSOLIDATED PAIL CORP.

FORT WORTH AND DENVER RY (0.
JILLINGLIS CEXTRAL GULF RR

MiSSOURI PATIFIC RR €O,

MORFOLX SCUTHERE RY CO.

SAX FRANCISCO MUNICIPAL RY,
SEABOARD SYSTEM RR INC.

SOUTHEASTERN PEXNSYLVAN!IA TRANSP. AUTH.

SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSP, (0.
UNION PACIFIC RR

TOTAL

ACCIDENTS SY REPORTING RAILROAD AND TYPE

(FIGURES BELOx JEPRESENT A 3 MOKTH PERIOD)

EAPLOYEE

COLLISICN DERAILMENT FATALITY
1 ¢ 0
3 2 0
0 1 0
! 0 0
o ! 0
0 1 0
1 2 0
0 1 i
e ) 0
0 2 0
o 0 0
o ] 2
¢ ! 0
4 15 3

(3) NOT !NMCLULED IN TOTAL RAILROAD ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS INVESTIGATED

{2) AMTRAK PASSENGER TAas!w ACCIDENTS ARE

INCLUDED UNDER REPORTINC RAILROAD

PLRSONAL
FATALITY

OO0~ 0000000000
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GRADE
CROSSING
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TABLE 2: :
ACCIGENTS BY STATE AnD TYPZ é
(FISURES 3€L0a REPPESENT A 3 MONTH PERIZO)
CMPLOYEE PERSONAL GRADE HAZ. MAT. (1) £
STATE COLLISION  OERAILMENT FATALITY FATALITY CROSSING TOTAL INVOLVED f:
AR1ZONA 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1
CALIFORNIA 0 2 2 0 2 6 0 i
GEORGIA 0 3 ¢ 0 0 3 2 1
ILLINOIS o 0 1 o 0 1 0 2
10WA 0 1 C 0 o 1 0 .
KANSAS 0 L 0 0 0 1 0 -
LOUTSTANA o 1 0 0 0 1 0 .
MiISSISSIPPY 0 ! 0 0 0 1 e 3
NEBRASKA 1 1 ¢ 0 0 2 0 -
NEW JERSEY 1 g 0 1 0 2 1 i
NEW YORK ! 0 0 0 0 1 0 .
e SGUTH CAROQLINA 0 0 0 0 2 2 ) E -
TEXAS 1 ! 0 0 0 2 1 b
. UTAH 0 1 0 0 0 i 0 E
3 WASHINGTON 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 E. .
E wWYOMING 0 ! o 0 0 1 0 4
TOTAL 4 15 3 | b 27 5
N~ -
\ .
;ﬁ (1) NOT INCLUDED IN TOTAL RAILROAD ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS INVESTIGATED




TArLE: 3%
CASUALITIZS AY (LASL CF PERSON AND ACCTOFNY YYPE

CFIGURES LELO« RUPRESENT A 3 MONTH PERICH)
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NOTE: *GENEPAL PUBLIC® CONSISTS OF ALL PEASONS WHO ARE NEITHER RAILROAD EMPLCYEELS NOR PASSENGERS, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIAITED IO CERSONS OM OFFICIAL SUSINEST ON ThE RATLROAD, EMERGENCY FCRCES, AND MEMBERS OF THE PUSLIC NOT ON RAILROAD PROPERTY
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TASLE &

CAUSAL TACTORS BY MAJOR CATESORY AWD ACCIDENY TYPE

(FIGURES DELCW REPRESENY A 3 MONTH PERTOD)

EFPLOYEE PERSONAL GRADE HAZ. RMAT. (13
COLLISIOMN DOERAILRENT FATALITY FATALIYTY CROSSING INVOLYED

TRACK AND STRUCTURE DEFECTS

EQUIPNENT FAILURES

OPERATING PRACTICES

OTHER (1)

€1) NOT INCLUDED IN TOTAL RAILROAD ACCIDENTS/ZINCIDENTS INVESTIGATED

€2) *OTMER® INCLUDES MUFAN FAILURE, ODAMAGE FRONM NATUSAL FORCES, VASWALISY, SABNTAGE, SYSTEM DESIGN IRADEQUACIES,

FAILURE OF RADIO AND RADIO CORPONENTS, AND FAILURE CF CARGO AND CARGO TIEDOWN AND/OR GLOCKING




NATICMAL TRANSFORTATION SAFETY BONG
washington, D.C. 20594

Brief o° Railroad No.: DCA-C4-4A-RO14

Time: Date: Weather : Vigibility:
Queens, New York '

1045 ES1 7-25=84 Clear Good

Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 Passenger West Er Route 2 {Main)}

i

2 Passenger East En Route
3

Aocident Descripcion:

2 (Main)

%ational Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amirak) trains Nos. 15. and 168 collided head-on on Amtrak's Hell
Cate Line in the Astoria section of Queens, New York, New York. Train No. 151 was being opcrated westbound
on the No. 2 main track by train order authoricty between Market Interlocking and the east end of Gate
Interlocking. Train No. 168 was supposed to have been stopped and held at the home signal on Mo. 2 track

-

at the west end of Gate Interlocking for the arrival of train No. 121. However, train No. 168 did not

stop at the home signal but continued past Gate interlock.ng. The two trains collided about 1.1 mileg cast
of Gate Interlocking.

Probable 1. Wvman Failure - For Probable Cause See NTSB Publication RAR-85-09

Description: Description:

Passenger Pasasengers

emplovess (Train Crew)

Employecs (Service Persounel)

.
Probable Czuse of Casualty:

Property losses:
i. Crushing - internal injuries Raj lroad: $3,199,000
2.

Nor-#milrosd:
3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washiugton, D.C. 20594

Reported by Burliugtou Northern lac. Brief of Railroad No.: LAXB4FROI0O

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:

Hooper, Washingtou 1445 PDT 07/16/84 Clear Day/600C FT

Traiu: Railroad: Class: Directiou: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 _Burliugtou Northeru Iuc. Freignt Weut Eu_route 1

2

Accident Dercriptiou: Forty-two ciré iu westbouud train %o. 2/197~4 derailed ‘n six segments at mile post 301.4.

Yhe train cousisted of & locomotive uuits, 77 loaded freight cars, 42 empty cars and a caboose. A 2 1/2 tou boulder
fell off a bluff ou the unrth side of the track it a curve at mile post 301.5, disturbinug the track structure ruder
the 16th head car. The remaiuing 5 segueuts of the derailmeut resulted frra the extrem: slack action 23 che air brake
weut into emergeucy.

Prcbable 1. _Damage by natural! forces

Cauase:

2. Rockslide

Other
Pactora: 1.

Fatalities: Tescription Iujuries: Number: Descriptiou:

p Employees on duty

Probable Cause of Casualry: Property Losses:

1. _Thrown frow sest/position iu derailweut Railroad: $979,000

2. Nou-Railroad:
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NATIORAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washiugroesn, D.C. 20594

Reported Ly: Burliugtou Northeru Inc. Brief of Railroad No.: LAXR4YRILIV

Location: Tima: Date: Weather: Visibilicy:

wright, Wyomiug 0035 MDT _09/17/84 Clear Dark/1500 FT

Train: Railroad: Clasns: Direction: Operatiug Phase: Track No.:

1 Burlingtou Northeru Inc. Uuit Preight Last In route 1

n
-

Accident Descriptiou: Eestbouud loaded uuic coal train darailed 26 care ut mile post 52.3. The unit coal
traiu was operatiug as No. 66MR70 with 2 loc.motive umnits, 112 loaded cars, ! caboose, 14,769 tons; speed
of traiu was 4% mph at zime of accideut. The eugineer was not aware of impeudiug accideut. Loose vheel
on first car (WFAX 79009) to decrail was pressed ou axle ou Oct. 5, 1983, at Pavelock, Ned. Check of
pressure records revealed uo reszon wheel worked loose,

Probable 1. Loose wheel
Cause:

2.

Other
Factors: 1.

Paialiciea: Numbazt: Deacription Injuries: Number: Description:

-0 - -0 -

Probable Cause of Casualry: Property Lossea:

. Railvcad: 5496,000

2. Nou-Railroad:




NATIOMAL TRANSPORTATION SAFEYY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Burlington Northern Inc, Brief of Ratlroad No.: DENB4FR022

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:
Omaha, Nebraska 1905 CDT 09/29/84 Clear Day/1000 FT

Train: Raiiroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 Burlington Northern inc. Yard Transfer East En route 1

2 Bur!ington Northern Inc. Freight West En route 2

Accident Description: A Burlington Morthern Railroad Company yard assignment 217 was backing 61 cars and 1 caboose
eastward on the north main track. Yard assignment 217 struck the 19th head car of train Extra 6669 West while at
an end of double track switch. Extra 6669 West was moving westbound on the south mafn track through the end of
double track switch. The accident occurred at the west end of the BN Gibson Yard at Omaha, Nebraska. The

caboose and 2 cars in assignment 217 train and four cars in Extra 6669 West were derailed and damaged.

Probable 1. Fatlure of crew of Yard Transfer to stop at red signal
Cause: )

3.

Other
Factors: 1. Fallure of the crewmembers, the vardmaster, and the dispatcher to provide radio communfcation

Fatalitfes: Number: Description Injurfes: Number: Description.
-C - Y,

Probable Cause of Casuality: Property Losses:

1. Raflroad:

2. Non-Raiiroad:
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFFTY BOARD
Washiugtou, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Chicago and Northwestern Trauapoc-tatiou Compauy Brief of Railroad No.: DENS4FRO

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:

Joice, Tows 1545 CDT 08/03/ Cloudy Day/5000 PT

Train: Railroad: Claes: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 _Chicago sud Northwestern Trausportatiou Co. Freight South En_route 1

2

Accident Description: Train Extra 4603 South with 4 locomotive uuits, 64 loaded cars, 13 empty cares, 1 caboose,

7200 tous, derailed 12 loaded hopper cars coutaining c¢oru. Two of the carys came 0 rest iu the weter of Rice Lake.
Oue piece of drokeu 100 pound rail rolled iu 1922 was fouud after the derailmeut. The rail failure was s bolt

hnie type failure. The derailment occurred at mile post 129 on the Fairmoat subdivision. Speed of traiu was 23 wph,
esugiueer was uot aware of impeuding accident.

Probable 1. _Brokeu rail, fatigue failure

Cause:
2.

Other
Factors:

Fatalities: Description Injuries: Descriptiou:

Probable Couse of Casualry: Property Losses:

Railroad: $262,000

Nou-Railroad:




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFPETY BOARD
Ul.hi.ng:bn, C.C. 20594

Reported by: Cousolidared Rail Corporation Brief of Railvcad No.: NYCB4LFROAC

Locatiou: Time: Date: Weather: Viseidbility:

Newark, New Jerwmevy 1730 EST 08/04 /84 Clear Day/2000 PT

Train: Railroad: Class: Directiou: Operatiug Phase: Track No.:

I _Cousolidated Rail Cerpocaiion Yaré/uwitching West Makaup/breakup 2

Yard/owitchiug West Makeup/breakup 28

2 Cousolidated Rail Corperatiou

-

Accideut Descriptiou: Four tauk cars, of su 88 car striug of cars, containiug liquid petroleum gas (LPC) were
derailed when they were side-struck by a cab-less remote coutrolled locomotive that was coupled to & locomotive.
Exits 14 to 15F ~ 15W of the New Jersey Turupike wers closed to vehicle traffic duriug re-vailiug oprratious.
There vere uo ivjuries. A series of yard movemeuts were made by both crews prior to the accident.

Probable 1. _Pailure of personnel to propsrly align swiich %o No. 2 middle track
Cauge:

Other
Factors:

Fatalizies: Deacription Iujuries: Number: Description:

-0 -

p——y—, __— - i

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:

1. Railroad: Tukaovn

2. Nou-Railroad:




84-140

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY B0ARD
washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Fort Worth & Denver Railway Company grief of Railroad wNo.: FTW84FRO31

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibiitfty:
Clarendon, Texas 0330 COT 09/03/84 Clear Dark/12C0 FT

Train: Railroad: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 _Fort Worth & Denver Raiiway Company Treight West £En route

L]
Y
——————————— .

2

Accident Descriptfon: Freight train No. 01-HPS-02, consisting of 7 locomotive units and 84 cars, deratled while
moving through a facing-point switch at a speed of 40 mph.  The second locomotive unit split the switch ard
derztled. The train went about 300 ft. to & grade crossing where the general deraiiment of 6 loccmotive units and
4 cars occurred. Tnree of the derailed cars were empty HAZMAT tank cars with shelf couplers, and were slightly
demzgad,

Probabie i. _Component failure - badly worr switch pofnt
Cause:

Component faflure - hent stock rafl {n switeh

Other
Factors:

Fatalities: Description Injuries: Number: Dascrintion:
-0 -

Probable Cause of Casualety: Property Losses:

1. Ratliroad:

2. Hon-Raiiroad:




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY DONRD 84129
mﬁhwm‘ D.C. ,2059‘

Reported by:  Tllinois Central Guif Railroad Brief of Railroad No.: ATLB4YRO1S
Location: i Date: Weather - Visibility:
Minter CIty, Mississippl 08/05/84 Cloudy Dark/500 FT

Train: Direction: Cperat.ing Phace: Track No.:
North En route 1

1  T1linoia Central Gulf Railroad

Mcident Description: Freight Train No. 78, consisting ot 3 locomotive units and 69 cere, had the three units and

12 cars derail while moving 40 mph. The cngineer and head brakeman had sighted a tree lying across the track. The
engineer said he thought they rould =sfcly negotlate an impact with the tree. Part of the tree lodged under the
iocomotive, was dragged to a turnout and wedged in the turmout, derailing the locomotive. The enginect put the train
brakes into omergoncy appiicetion. The train went 500 more feet, hit a grade crossing and then the general

derailment occurred. All three loccaotive units turned over on their cide. The engineer was fatally Irjured.

Human fallure = crew believed tree on track 128 not hazardous

Description:

Emplovee on duty

Prohable Cause of Casualty: Proyerty Losses:

Railroad: 5941 ,000
Noo-Railroad:

1. Collapse of astructure (Locomotive)
2.
3.




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washiagton, D.C. 2059

Reported by: Misgouri Pacific Railroad Company Brief of Railroad No.: FIWB4FR030

Location: i Date: Weather: Visibility:

Pt. Worth, 07/10/84 _Cloudy Dsy/5000 TT

Ti~in: wailroad: Direction: Operating Phase: Treck Ro.:

1 Missouri Pacific Railroad Company Yard ewitching East Unsttended storage 1

2

Accident Description: Tank car CATX 50293 that was loaded with 17,300 gallons of liquid ¢hiorine meved down a
descending 2 percent grade on a stub track that served two chemical companies. CGATX 50293 struck car ACFX
B3287 that wae connecred rto two 1 1/4 inch diameter unloading lines. No dersilseant occurred. However, the cars
moved eastward aud the ualoading lines were bdroken. Cas escaped and an evacuation of an 18 square bdlock area
was ordered by police and fire authorities. Approximately 62 gallons of chlorine escaped.

Probable . Improperly secured tank car moved unattended on incline
Cause:

2. _Failure to properly set handbrakes op car

Other
Factors: l.

Fatalities: Deacription Injuries: Number: Description:

-0 -

Probable Cause of Casualcy: Pronerty Loases:

1. . e Railroad: $1,000

2. N« -~Railroad: $5,000




NATIONAT. TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washingion, [ C. 2059

Reported by: Missouri Pacific Railroad Cempany Brief of Railroad No.: DEN84FRO21

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibilicy:

Ottawa, Kansas 151% CDT 08/13/84 Cloudy __Nay/5000 FT

Train: Railroad: Clase: rection: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 Mimsouri Pacific Railroad Company Freight Fast En route 1

2

a— [ S

Accidenc Description: Denver 5 Rio Grande Wastern (DRCW) freight train F150-13 had 1) cara derail while oeprating

on the Missouri Pacific RR (MP) at a speed of 59 mph. The first car to dereil was & box car containing 123,990 pounds
of lumber stacked so that the center of gravity was '0 inches higher than ullowed. The truck side bearings of the
box car were also out of tclerance.

Probable 1. lmproper side bearing cliearance
Cause:

2. _High center of gravity of lading

Other
Factors: H

Patalitiesa: Description Injuries: Number: Description:

.0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:

| Railraad: $153,000

2. Non-Railroad:




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washiugtou, D.C, 20594

Reported by: Missouri Pacific Railroad Compauy Brief of Railroad No.: FTWELFRO32

Locatiou: Tiwme: Date: Weatner: Viaibiligy:

Edgard, lLouisiaua 1550 CpT _09/04/84 Cloudy Day,/ 5000 ®T

Train: Railroad: Class: Divection: Operatiug Phase: Track No.:

1 Missouri Pacific Railroad Company Freiszht South . En route i

z

——

Accident Descriptiou: Oue car iu southbound freight traiu No. ¥MZI~03 derailed at mile post 37. The derailed ca: moved
Uudetected to a swit¢ch at ap 37 pole 21 where 17 followiug cars devsiled. Traiu speed was 57 mph. Four cais iu the
geuers! derailmeut were loaded with hazardous material, however there was uo leakage or fire. The cenfer

pin ou the "A" eund of JTTX 501270 was missing. Recurds indicate the car was shopped for repairs ou April 27, 1983,
Both "A" aud "B" euds were jacked up, ceuter plate shim installed and center plates lubricater,

Probable 1. Failure to iustall ceuter pin
Cause:

2. Missiug ceuter piu

Other
Factors:

Fatalities: Description Iujuriea: Nusber: Descriptiou:

4-0.-

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Loswen:

1. Railroad: $341,000

2. Nou~Railroad:




Reported by:

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

Norfoik Soutnern Ry

Washington, D.C. 20594

Brief of Railroad No.:

Location:

Atlanta, Georgia

Train

1 Seaboard System

" Railroad:

2

Date:
7/4/84

Time:
1640 EOT

Class: Direction:

Freight __ North

Weather:

Clear

Jperating Phase:

ATLL4FROL1

Yisibility:
Day/1000 FT

Track No.:

En route 1

Accident Description: Seaboard northhound trafn FNOHL with 5 locomotive units, 85 lcased cars, 15 empry cars,
8829 tons, derailed one car on Norfolk Southern tracks .t 2 turnout trog, car continued deraiied for one mile

when two additional cars derafled.
which collznsed and aiso struck the World Congress building.
Engineer was not aware of impending accident.

train was 5 mph.

Probable

Excessive 1ocomotive power, train handling, caused wheel ¢limb

The daraiied cars struck concrete piliars which supported an overhead walkway
Heavy damage to nron-railroad facilities.

Speed of

Cause:

Qther
Facters:

Excessive locomotive units on train, violation of Seaboard System S.1. #15

Number:
-0 -

Fatalities:

Description

Injuries: Number:

-0 -

Description:

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1.

Property Losses:
Railroad:

2.

Non-Raflroad:

$ 140,000

$1,000,000




g g j.‘?-n"__"““-n LT TRE AR I LR R D Y wdlenTr w Tt L L e s RSl e 1 LA L SICEPTIRES

#4-139

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Norfolk Southern Ry Co. Briefr of Raflroad No.: CH!32F&(Cio0

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Yisiddlity:

Catlin, I11inois 1347 cDT 08/30/84 Clear Day/S00 FT

Train: Rzilroad: Class: Birection: Operating Phase: Track Ne.:
1 Norfolk Southern Ry C.. Freight East En route 1
2

Accident Description: Train No. DN 78 struck a maintensnce of way Caterpillar-type tractor working along thz side of
the track. The tractor operator was killed and 2 lzborer nearby was ser{ously {njured. The train consisted of

4 locomotive uynits and 64 cars, and was moving about 40 mph. The firesan saw the tractor ard 2lerted the engineer
who made an emergency brake application.

Probabdle 1. _Humsn failure - tractor operator ¢id not secure tiwe to work near track
Cause:
2.

3.

Other
Factors: 1.

Fatalittes: ; Description Injurfes: Number: Description:
Eapliyyee on duty -3 - Esployee on duty

Probadle Cause of Casualty: Property Loszes:
1. Train struck tractor Ratlrcad:

2. Non=Ratiroad:




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20564

%5; Reported by: San Yrencisco Muaicipal Reilway Brief of Railroad Wo.: LAXSAFRO1S5 -
F Location: Time: Date: Weather: Vieibilicy: §
4 San Francisco, California ) 1640 PDT 08/12/84 Clear Day/3280 FT %ir-

Train: Railroad: Clase: Direction: Operating Phaese: Track Ro.: g
fé 1 San Fraacisco Municigai Railw+ys Cable car South outbound En route 1 'f;ﬁ
| Accident Description: A 1977 Chevrolat Camaroc collided head-on with a San Francisco Municinal Railway Cable Car ;Ei:
in the vicinity of Hyde and Franciaco Streets in the City of San Fraacisco, CA. The driver of the sutomodile

wvas the sole occupent; he was pronounced dead at the scene. Twanty-eight pssengers snd both crewmen were treated E
at local hospitals. Twenty—five of che passengers and both crewmen were released; one passenger sustained gerious ;
injuries. Several witnesses sawv the automobile atopped at the intersection of Hyde and Chastaut Streets. The

driver was cbeerved ro peer iatently dowahill in the direction of the cable car. The automobile accelerated

rapidly upon starting, turned northbound and ¢rosmed directly iato the path of the on-coming southbound cable car.

The apeed of the automodile was estimated at between 50 and 60 mph at the point of impact. 7The maximum speed '
limit for automobile traffic is 25 mph in chis area. Acceleration increased up to the point of impact; the e were
no skid or scuff marks to indicate an attempt was made to stop. Post accident inspection of the vehicle fourd '
the braking systems, carburetor, linkage, motor mounts and gas pedal to de in good operation prior to the :
accident. :

Probable 1l Willful act of individual (auto driver)

-4 Cause: p
3 2., Human failure {auto driver) — suicide 4
Other
K Factors: 1
3 Fatalities: Number: Descriptioa Iajuries: Numbex: Descriptior.: ]
:%‘ 1 Auto oparator 28 Cable car passengers ";ff
'i 2 Employees on duty Tég
. frobsble Cause of Casualty: Property Losses: é |
1. Auto struck cable car Railroad: $20,000 é

2. Non—-Railroad: $3,000




NATIONAL, TRANSPORTATION SAFFTY BOARD 84-119
Washungton, D.C. 20594 ’

Reported w: Seaboard System RR Inc, Brief of Railroad No.: ATL-BA-FRQ}2

Locat ion: Time: bDate: Weathor: Visibility:
McBee, South Carolina G709 EDT 07-11-84 Clear Day/100 ft.

Train: i Class: Direction: Operating Thase: Track No.:

1 __ Astrak Passepger ~ _Ngrth £n Route 1
2
3

Accident Description:

Tractor trailer tank truck containing gasoline stopped on grade crossing protected by railroad crossing
signs and was struck by Amtrak train # 82. Engineer and truck driver were killed; fireman serijously

injured; 4 i j . Tr jre. Tra‘ idi
sl tes BRZERLERED VIED SPORIRHFISE:. TERERASHEERLRY B ftapn e SCorched by Fire. Car on'sidings

Cause: 1. System design inadequacy = vehicle <ight digrance restricted at grade crossing
2.

3-
Other
factors: 1. Insudibility caused by truck cab noise

2.

3'

Fatalities: Description: Description:
Engineer Fireuan (Serious)

Truckdriver Passengers {Minor)

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property losses:
1. Train struck gasoline truck. i 3 $441,000

2, i 100,000

3.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washiugtonu, D.C. 20594
[
Reported by: Seaboard System RR Inc. ! Brief of Railroad No.:  ATLB4FROL}

Locatiou: Time: Date: Weather: Visibilicy:

'
Atlanta, Cecrgia 1343 BOT 07/14/84 Clear Day /5000 FT

+

Traiu: Railroad: Class: Directioun: Opsratiug Phase: Track No.:

1 Seaboard Systen RR ine. Yard Tranefer Noreh En route 4

Ead
-

Accideut Descriptiou: Worthbouud yard trauefer traiu with $ losomotive uuits, 73 loaded cars, 45 empty cars,

96383 tous, spevd 9 mph, derailed 6 cars as traiu was enteriug yard track No, R=4 at Tilford Yard. The 6 derailed
cars iucluded 2 taunk cars of hazardous material. lcohol aud actylic acid was apilled from the cara. Thars Las uo
evacustiou necessary. Engiueer was uot avare of injeudiug accideut. Crew mezlire ou the locomotive stated they
felt & ruu~iu slack buff {orce immediarely prior co their fraiu air brakes goiug into undesired emergency mode

due Lo the derailmeut. Efugiueer had applied a 23 pouvud air brake reductiou prior to duff force.

Probable 1. Traiu_handling, arceauive buff force caused rail gauge o widan

Cause:
2. '

Other
Factors: 1.

Fatalicies: Description Iujuries: Number: Descriptiou:

-0 -

Probable figuse of Casuvalty: Property Losses:

1. Railroad: $212,000

2. Wou=Railroad:
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BONKD 86-126
Washungton, D.C. 20594
Reported by:  Seaboard System RR Inc. Brief of Railrosd No.: AILB4IR01S
Stion: Time: Date: weather - Visibility:
Coome Creek, South Carolina 2229 EDT 07/26/84 Clear Dark/1000 ¥T
Train: Class: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:
~ 1 Amtrak Pasenyer North En route 1
4y —_
: Z
Accident Description:
* Northbourd Amtrak train No. 88 struck a 1976 Datwun pickup truck, with driver and passenger, at Mount Holly
-k Road crossing. Mount Holly Road is a dirt road crossing the Seaboard Systems double track main line at
Lo agproximacely 90 degrees. C(rossing was equipped with two standar® croasbuck signs and two standard stop signs.
o
- Truck was westbound. Lngine crew stated truck pulled up on track and stopped, male driver Yumped out and was
1 not injured, female passenger did not get out. Spred of train was 7¢ mph, brakes applied prior ro impact.
+
.—.J:: I
7 ~
3 Probable 1. Faliure to ntop at protected grade crossing =
h t
N Cause: ,  grror in judgement by vehicle operator
i 3.
3 Other
; Factors: 1.
; 2.
3
Fatalities: Muanber: Descr).ption: Injuries: amber : Descrizdacm:
- =

- - Pickup truck passenger

Probable Cause of Casualty:
i. Struck by train

2.
3.

Property losses:
Railroad $1.000

Nor-Railroad: $4,000

]

'

4
oy



MATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 84-136
washington, D.C. 20594

Repocted by:  Seaboard System RR InG, Brief of Railioad No.: ATLB4LFROL16

Location: Date: Weather: Vigibility:
Tucker, Georgia _DR-14-84 Clear dawn/duak

Train: Class: Direction: Opezating Phase: Track NO.:

i Seaboard System RR Inc. Freight fant En route 1

2 __Scaboard Svarem RE Inc, froight East Stending 2

3

Accident Description: Eastbound train No. FMEHR-14 had the 58th through the 63rd head cars derall while woving
through a siding at a reported speed cf 10 mph, The tra.a was passing a local freight train, No. FATGW, that
occupied the main track. The derailed cars atruck the 4th through the 47th cars of train No. PATGW and deratlied
them. One car that was loaded with sodium chlorate partly spilled and caught fire. TFire was quickly extinquished
by DeKalb County Fire Department. Two empty tank cars that last contained phosphoric acfd were not damaged.

There was a change of cross level of 4 inches ir a distance of 51 feet of the point of derallment.

Irregular track ¢ross sevel caused wheel to cltimd over rail

Probable Cause of Casualty:
1-

2.
k




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOAND
Washisgton, D.C. 2059

Moported by: Southesstern Pennsylvania Transp. Auth, Brief of Railrocs No.t NYCB4TFRO32

Location: Time: Date: Meather: visibility:
Trenton, New Jersey 0640 DT 09/06/84 Clear Dawn/Unknown

Train: Directicn: Operating Phase: Track No.:
1 Sowineratern Pennsylvania Transp. Auth, Weat Enrouta ) 3

2

Accident Description:

Commuter Train No. 503 was departing the Trenton Station when a latewarriving passenger ran across the platfora and
attsmpted to board the moving train, A car inspectoxr saw the passenger and called to him not to do At. The passenper
fell and was drazged betveen the train and platform and wns fatally injured. The doors have an automatic mode which
starts to close then vhen the train starts to move.

Humsu failure - passenger fell vhile boarding moviag tretin.

Probable Cause Of Casuslty:
1. Fell from trafn

2.
3.




WATIOMAL TRAKSPORTATION SAVETT BOAKD
Washingtow, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Southere Pecific Trassportation Commpauy Brief of Railroad Wo.: LAXBAYO007
Location: Tiza: Pate: Ueather: Viaibilicy:
Pigeou, Utah 1515 usT 07/01/84 Clear Day/6000 ¥T

Railroed: Claae: Direction: Operstiag Phasae: Track No.:

Train:

1 Southerw Pacific Transportation Company Troisho West Bu route 1

2 —

Accident Deecrintion: Westbownd train Wo. O1-UPSFP-3J with 4 locomotive umits, 75 loaded care, 12 empty cams,
1 cabocse, 7288 tous, speed 43 wph, detaiied 21 care at mile post 685.1. The couductor amd resr drakeman
who were i{n the cabooss received minor inmjuries durine the derailmeut. Ome tank car of hassrdows waterisls
wvae {uvolved iu the dersilment but tank did not rupture. Severs buff forces occurred when the train went
into eu undesirel emergency brake aspplicatiom. Eugiueer was uot aware of impending eccidemi.

- Probable 1. _Derailment from emsrgeucy drake application efter sir hose ssparated. .
Cause; ~
2. »
]
Other
Pactors: 1. _
Yatalicies: Bumbaer: Description Injuries: Fumber : Deacristica:
-0 - 2 Employees ou duty
Probadle Cause of Casualty: Property Lossas:
i. - Railroad: 31,379,000

2. Rou=Railroed:
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BATINMAL TRANSFORTATION S4FETY ACARD
Washiogton, D.C. 20394

Reporied Dy: _Southers Pscific Transportation Compeny Brief of Railroad No.: LAXSAFROOS

Zacesion: Tige: Date: Waather: Vieibilicy:

Willigmes K Califormie 1715 »br 02/02/84 Clear Dav/100 FT

Traio: Rallzoad: Class: Direction: Opersting Phase: Track #o.:

1 Southernm Pacific Treasportation Co. Yard switching Vaast Ra roule 1
2

Accideat Description: Westbound light engine Extra 3403 {Woodland Switcher) at & speed of 46.3 mph collided
wiih & vehicle that wae traveling weetbound ou Mayers Road at mile post 120. Tha wehicle operator, a Colusa
County Deputy Sheriff, wee fatslly injured. Ti; vebicic speed was estimated to de Detweca S and 10 mph. An
Sdveoss warniag eign is located spproximately 544 fe:: ia advence of the crossing. The croesing is protected
by reflectorised croesduck signs on esach side of tha intersection. There wvas no derailment, fire, or
hazardous matarial iavolwved.

Probabl 1. _Yailure of a person to datect spproeching train

Cagen:
2.

Ocher
Pgctocs: )

7stalities: Description: Description:

YeniCie Uperaior

Tiwwaris Sause of Casvalty:

l. Struck bv train

2.




RATIORAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washiugtou, D.C. 2059%

Raported by: Southeru Pecific Traneportatiou Cowpiuy Brief of Reilroed Ko.: LAXBLPRO0S

Locatiou: Time: Date: Weather: Vieidiiicy:

8an Joee, Califoruia 1450 POT 07/10/84 Clesr Day/5280 ¥FT

Treio: Railrossd: Class: Direction: Operatizg Fhase: Track Ko.:

1 Southeru Pucific Traueportation Company Fraight East En route i
2

Accideut Descriptiocii: Zastbuwuwd train 01 EULAY 02, with 3 locomotive uunits, 67 loaded cars, 18 empty cezs, 1 cadooee,
7079 cons, spead 35 wph, derailed l4 care of 2 locaticu vhére a SPTC crack saintenance gaug waa workios an rhe crz:h
iustalliug new crossties. The new crossties that the gang he” lueiaiied were uot fully epiked aud track was ot
protected by auy type of train slow order. Eugiueer not aware of impeundiug accident.

Probable 1. Maiutensuce of Way procedural failure
Cause:

2, loosely secured rail

3. Loosely secured crossties

Orher
Factors: 1.

Yatalities: Description jurzi : Descriptioun:

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Loeses:

1. — Railroed: $260,800

2. Bou-Railroad:




NATIORAI. TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washingtou, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Southeru Pacific Trausportation Cowpany

e -

'
Brief of Railroad No.: LAXE4PRO11
T

Location: Time: Date: Veather: Vieibility:
Tubsc, Arizous 1935 MST ‘ 07/19/84 Clear Dey/2640 FT

Traiu: Raiiroad: Clase: ¢ Directiou: Operatiag l'hne:‘i Track No.:

1 Southery Pacific Trausportation Co. _Local Preight Vest En route 1

2 e

Accideut Descriptiou: Four iocomotive umite sud six loaded frdight cars iu the Nogales Local, Extra 7813 west,

derailed at mile post 1025.95. The traiu was midway tcross a brilge vheu the engiuneer detected & wasi dul of {rack

subgrade and dallast adjacent to Che west abutwent aud extandin£ uuder the track.
track sag sud obdserved the lead uuit uncouple from the asscoud vuit, The general derailment followed.

injuries or bazardous materials iuvolved.

Probadle 1. Roadbed washout

The zugiueer and brakemau felf the
The.e were uo

Cause:
2. Washout from rain and/or erosion
'
Othaer
Pactors: 1.
Patalities: Number: Dascription Injuries. Number: Description:
-0 - -0 -

Prabadle Cauae of Casualty:

1. —

2.

Property Lossas:

Railroad: $522,000

Nou-Railrcad:




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFPETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 205%4

Reported by: Southern Pacific Transportation Compauy Brief of Railroad No.: LAXB4FRO12

Location: Tiwe: Date: Weather: Visibility:

QOakdale, California 1950 DT 07/21/84 Clear Dark/300 »r

Train: Railroad: Claasn: Direction: Operatiag Phase; Track No.:

!  Southern Pacific Transportation Company Local freight Went En route 1

2

Accident Description: Freight Train No. Extra 3825 was westbound through a resideatial area when the enginecr was
ghot in the head. He fell from rhe control area and rhe hemd brakeman stopped the train. Three juveniles #tanding
oa & didehill cut allegedly shot the engineer.

Probable 1. _Locomotive engineer shot by juveaile
Cause:

Other
Factors:

Fatalities: Gegcription Injuries: Nuymber: Description:

Employee on duty -0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Lossea:

1. Cunshot wound to Railroad:

2. Non-Railroad:
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFFTYT BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Reported by: Southera Pacific Transportatioa Company Brief of Reilroad Nao.: LAXB4FRO13

Location: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:

Cuadalupe, California 0345 PDT 08/05/84 Clear Dark /500 PT

Train: Railroad: Claas: Direction: Operating Phase: Track No.:

1 Southern Pacific Transportation Co. Freigzht Tast En route 1

2

Accident Description: Twenty empty freight cars in eastbound train No. O1-WIYUPO4 derailed near mile post 268.73
vhich is located north of Guadalupe. Train speed was between 30 and 35 mph. The body center plate from the "A" end
of the suspected car GATX 93481, exhibited abnormal wear patterns indicative of having besn out of the truck bolster
and riding on the rim. The center plate was broken.

Probable 1. Failure of the center place
Caune:

2,

Ocher
Factors: 1.

Fatalities: Descristion Injuriea: Nuwber: Description:

-Q =

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Losses:

1. Pilivoad:

2. _ Non=Railrocad:
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NATIOV. L TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washingtou, D.C. 20594

Reported dy: Southerwu Pacific Trausportation Compaiy Brief of Rsilroad No. LAX84FRO14

Locatiou: Time: Date: Weather: Visibility:

Grass Lake, Califoruia 1405 PpY 08/08/84 Clear Day/400 FT

Traiu: Railroad: Class: Directiou: Operatiug Phasae: Track ¥o.:

I  Southeru Pacific Trausportatiou Compauy Freight Vest Ba route 2

2

Accident Descriptiou: A roadway machine operator, 55 years old, was struck and fatally injured by train Extra 9375

West which was woviug 36 mph. A track gaug was operatiug several roadway machiues ou & track adjaceut to the

main treck. As the train approached the work area, iu a 3 degree curve, the tamper operator stepped from

behind the tamper aud walked coo close to the &zin track, where he was struck by the trein. The train whistle wvas
lowing and the bell was riogiug.

Probable 1. Failure of roadway machine operator :c astaud in tha clear of the woviag tra‘n
Cause:

2.

Other
Factora: i.

Fatalicies: Descripticrn Injuries: Bumber: Description:

Emplovue ou dury -0 -

Probable Cause of Casualty: Property Loases:

1. Struck by traino Railroad:

2. Nou=Rajilrosd:
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HATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20594

Raported by: Union Pacific Railroad Coapany Brief of Railrosd No.: LAX84PR016

Location: Time: Date: WYeather: Visibilicy:

Perrier, Nevads 1645 MDT 08/19/84 Rain Day/300 PT

Train: Railroad: Clase: Dir’ ction: Operating Phaea: Track No.:

1 Union Pacific Railroad Company Freight Unit West En route 1
Train

2

Accident Description: Ome locomotive and 26 loaded coal cars in westbound unit coal train No. NVPW-78 derailed

at mile post 393.90. Traia speed was 35 mph. There were no injuries. As the locomotive rounded the west end

of che 2 degree 3 minute left hand curve, the enZinecr observe’ water and debrie on the track ahoed. The engineer
initiated sn emergency application of the automstic air brakee. Prior to the accident, a reported ¥ iaches of
rain had fallen ia a 2 hour period.

Probable 1. Failure of earthdiks due to excessive rainfali
Cause:

2.

Other
Factors: 1.

Fatalitiea: Deacription Injuries: Number: Description:

-0 -

Probable Cause of Cascaelty: Property Losses:

1. Railroad:

2. Hon-Railrged:






