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Adopted

Make/Model:
Engine Make/Model:

Aircraft Damage:
Number of Engines:

Operating Certificate(s):

Fatal Serious Minor/None
Crew
Pass

Last Depart. Point:
Destination: 

Airport Proximity:

Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:

Basic Weather:
Lowest Ceiling:

Visibility:
Wind Dir/Speed:

Temperature (°C):
Precip/Obscuration:

Pilot-in-Command Age:

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)

Flight Time (Hours)

Total All Aircraft:
Last 90 Days:

Total Make/Model:
Total Instrument Time:

Printed on : 2/9/2010 11:56:48 PM

Type of Flight Operation:
Reg. Flight Conducted Under:

UnK/Nr
Unk/Nr
Unk/Nr
1405

Airplane

Private; Single-engine Land

43

The  airplane  approached  the  airport  in  night  visual  meteorological  conditions,  with  an  instrument-rated  private  pilot  and a
private-pilot-rated  passenger.  The  pilot  received  clearance  for a practice very-high-omnidirectional-range/global-positioning-system
approach.  At  1,900  feet mean sea level (msl) and prior to the final approach fix (FAF), the pilot was cleared for the practice approach
and  a  frequency  change was approved. There was no further communication with the accident flight. Radar data showed the accident flight
on  a  ground track associated with the approach and in a steady descent from the FAF to 500 feet msl, or 80 feet above ground level (agl)
and  near  the  first  tree  strike. The accident occurred approximately 2/3 mile from the threshold of runway 33. The airplane was on the
correct  ground  track  for  the  approach  when it initially struck trees approximately 80 feet agl. The minimum descent altitude for the
approach  was  980 feet msl, or 539 feet agl. No evidence of any preimpact mechanical discrepancies were found with the airframe or engine
that  would  have  prevented  a  successful  completion  of  the approach. Recorded weather conditions at the airport near the time of the
accident  included  a  broken  cloud  layer at 8,000 feet, surface visibility 10 statute miles, and a surface wind from the northwest at 6
knots.
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                                   No Obscuration; No Precipitation
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Off Airport/Airstrip
Same as Accident/Incident Location
Providence, RI

Part 91: General Aviation
Personal
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Substantial
Lycoming / O-235-L2C
Piper / PA-38-112
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Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The  pilot's  improper  descent below the published minimum descent altitude during the approach, which resulted in controlled flight into
terrain.

Accident (Continued)

OCCURRENCES

Approach-IFR final approach - Altitude deviation
Approach-IFR final approach - Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT)
Post-impact - Explosion (post-impact)

FINDINGS

Personnel issues-Task performance-Use of equip/info-Use of policy/procedure-Pilot - C
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Altitude-Not attained/maintained - C
Personnel issues-Psychological-Attention/monitoring-Monitoring equip/instruments-Pilot 
Personnel issues-Psychological-Perception/orientation/illusio-Situational awareness-Pilot 
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Light condition-Dark-Effect on operation 

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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