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The  Safety  Board's  full  report  is  avialable  at  http://www.ntsb.gov/publictn/publictn.htm.  The  Aircraft Accident Report number is
NTSB/AAR-06/02.

On  March  23,  2004,  about  1918:34 central standard time, an Era Aviation Sikorsky S-76A++ helicopter, N579EH, crashed into the Gulf of
Mexico  about 70 nautical miles south-southeast of Scholes International Airport (GLS), Galveston, Texas.  The helicopter was transporting
eight  oil  service  personnel  to the Transocean, Inc., drilling ship Discoverer Spirit, which was en route to a location about 180 miles
south-southeast  of  GLS.   The captain, copilot, and eight passengers aboard the helicopter were killed, and the helicopter was destroyed
by  impact  forces.    The  flight  was operating under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 135 on a visual flight rules
flight plan.  Night visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the accident.  
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The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
the  flight  crew's  failure to identify and arrest the helicopter's descent for undetermined reasons, which resulted in controlled flight
into terrain.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE

Findings
     1.  (F) LIGHT CONDITION - DARK NIGHT
     2.  (F) TERRAIN CONDITION - WATER
     3.  (C) ALTITUDE - INATTENTIVE - FLIGHTCREW
     4.  (C) DESCENT - FLIGHTCREW

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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