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DCA04MA030
File No. 20463 03/23/2004 Gulf of Mexico Aircraft Reg No. N579EH Time (Local): 00:01
Make/Model: Sikorsky / S7T6A++ Fatal Serious Minor/None
Engine Make/Model: Turbomeca / Arriel 1S1 Crew 2 0 0
Aircraft Damage: Destroyed Pass 8 0 0
Number of Engines: 2
Operating Certificate(s): Commuter Air Carrier; Flag Carrier/Domestic; Large Helicopter; On-demand Air Taxi; Aircraft External Load
Name of Carrier: ERA Aviation, Inc.
Type of Flight Operation: Non-scheduled; International; Passenger Only
Reg. Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter
Last Depart. Point: Galveston, TX Condition of Light: Night/Dark
Destination: AC738 Weather Info Src: Witness
Airport Proximity: Off Airport/Airstrip Basic Weather: Visual Conditions
Lowest Ceiling:
Visibility: 10.00 SM
Wind Dir/Speed: 120/ 012 Kts
Temperature (°C): 19
Precip/Obscuration:
Pilot-in-Command Age: 50 Flight Time (Hours)

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)
Airline Transport; Helicopter

Instrument Ratings
Helicopter

Total All Aircraft: 7288
Last 90 Days: 64
Total Make/Model: 1489
Total Instrument Time: 843

The Safety Board's full report is avialable at http://www.ntsb.gov/publictn/publictn.htm. The Aircraft Accident Report number is

NTSB/AAR-06/02.

On March 23, 2004, about 1918:34 central standard time, an Era Aviation Sikorsky S-76A++ helicopter, N579EH, crashed into the Gulf of
Mexico about 70 nautical miles south-southeast of Scholes International Airport (GLS), Galveston, Texas. The helicopter was transporting
eight oil service personnel to the Transocean, Inc., drilling ship Discoverer Spirit, which was en route to a location about 180 miles
south-southeast of GLS. The captain, copilot, and eight passengers aboard the helicopter were killed, and the helicopter was destroyed

by impact forces.

The flight was operating under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 135 on a visual flight rules

flight plan. Night visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the accident.
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Brief of Accident (Continued)

DCA04MA030
File No. 20463 03/23/2004 Gulf of Mexico Aircraft Reg No. N579EH Time (Local): 00:01

Occurrence #1: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: CRUISE

Findings

. (F) LIGHT CONDITION - DARK NIGHT

. (F) TERRAIN CONDITION - WATER

. (C) ALTITUDE - INATTENTIVE - FLIGHTCREW
. (C) DESCENT - FLIGHTCREW
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Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
the flight crew's failure to identify and arrest the helicopter's descent for undetermined reasons, which resulted in controlled flight
into terrain.



