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Date of truscriptior 07/23/96 

On July 21, 1996, 
Rocky Point, New York, tel 

1 were interviewed in regards to their complaintw---- 
placea 6 the Trans World Airline (TWA) Flight 800 hotline on 
July 21, 1996, at 4:20 p.m. (Control Number TWOO546). 

He advised-- 
was the individual who placed the call. 

e and his friend observed what could have been a 
shooting star or a meteorite fall from the $y and explode on the 
night of July 17, 1996. 

During the interview, the first eyewitness, Ipol 
1. advised that they initially saw what they be leve to 

It was not until a couple of hours later, 
that they heard news reports concerning TWA Flight 800. They then concluded what they saw was the airplane falling from the 
sky. 

I p.m. When 
that he and-his friend( 
was very cognizant of t 

mrecalle&\the precise time of his sighting 8:38 - _ : the accuracy of his memory, he said 
- ere on their way to dinner and he 

said that news reports 
memory.. - 

Kplosion\at 8:40 p.m. triggered his 
IAl rc 

near the 
was a passenger. No one 

of the side window and 
window of the ca r. He mentioned it to 

in the sky at a 
stated that it was falling rapidly from high 

(45) degree angle, west to east. He 
recalled the light to be orange in color-and round in shape. He 
saw it for several seconds. Midway through its fall, the light 
appeared to stall in mid-air momentarily before exploding into a 
ball of fire. -said that it was a clear night and the 
flaring light\was clearly visible. 

xnveBti#Btio~ om 07/21/96 l t Rocky Point, New York 
pue I 265A-NY-259024 cc\- 593 

SA MICHAEL S. 
by SA MOON-HUI CR01 V Date dictated 07/21/96 

es77 
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Both interviewees believed that what they saw was TWA 
Flight 800 falling in flames, and they were adamant that this 
event could not have been caused by a m issile, even though they 
offered no factual basis for their conclusion. 

During the phone complaint, stated that the 
plane exploded at about 7,000 feet. m m  ltted during the 
interview that this was a rough guess and he had no way of 
knowing the actual altitude. 

Both agreed that they did not see anything moving from  
the ground, like a m issile, to intercept An aircraft. 
saw a light falling from  high in the sky. 

They only 
being recontracted. 

Both are agreeable to 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dete Of t?BMdptiOO 07/23/96 

July 21, 1996, at 4:20 p.m. (Control Number-TW00546), 

He advisedthhfhW 
was the individual who placed the call. 

e and his friend observed what could have been a 
shooting star or a meteorite fall from the sky and explode on the 
night of July 17, 1996. 

During the interview, the first eyewitness, bol 
1. advised that they initially saw what they be ieve to 

It was not until a couple of hours later, 
that they heard news reports concerning TWA Flight 800. They 
then concluded what they saw was the airplane falling from the 
sky. . &. 

p.m. 
that he and his 
was very cognizant of 
identifying the time 
memory.. 

D recalled\the precise time of his sighting 8:38 
oned about the accuracy of his memory, he said 

ere on their way to dinner and he 
)said that news reports 
l\at 8:40 p.m. triggered his 

G&l bill i @Q &I.+ 
)were travellinul east bound on 25A 

Wwas a passenger. 
9 River Road. 

No one else was i Jmr?~~ 
aw a strange 1 ght of the side window and- 

window of the car. He mentioned it to 
bstated that it was falling rapidly from high 
rty-five (45) degree angle, west to east. He 

recalled &he light to be orange in-color and-round in shape. He 
saw it for several seconds. Midway through its fall, the light 
appeared to stall in mid-air momentarily before exploding into a 
ball of fire. -said that it was a clear night and the 
flaring light\was clearly visible. 

,Ol 

. i 

‘u 
Invatigrtion on 07/21/96 Bt Rocky Point, New York 
File g 265A-NY-259028, cc\ - STfi 

SA MICHAEL S. 
by SA MOON-HUI CHOI Y Detedictrted 07/21/96 
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Flight 800 
Both interviewees believed that what they saw was TWA 

falling in flames, and they were adamant that this 
event could not have been caused by a missile, even though they 
offered no factual basis for their conclusion. 

During the phone complaint, 
plane exploded at about 7,000 feet. "I 

stated that the 
itted during the 

interview that this was a rough guess and he had no way of 
knowing the actual altitude. 

Both agreed that they did not see anything moving from 
the ground, like a missile, to intercept &n aircraft. 
saw a light falling from high in the sky. 

They only 
being recontracted. 

Both are agreeable to 
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Date of transcription 07/25/96 

After being advised of thb identities of the interviewing agents 
and the nature of the interview,‘provided the following 
information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM to 8:45 PM, 
-was on his boat, with his wife, 

I Center I. '-..;.E, New York. docked aiietim 
looking to the south towards the Atlantic Ocean, he observed a 
ball of orange fire arcing upward with a white smoke tail. B 
said the object looked like a "reman candle" firework. 
Approximately ten seconds later, he saw a large reddish-orange 
fireball where the firework-type object disappeared. m  

u 
further stated that the fireball fell at a sixty degree down 
angle and appeared to knife-edge shortly before he lost sight of 
it near the horizon. 

File I 2 !65A-NY-259028 
,& SAMUEIJ ti. 

J-v I . . b BARTHOLOMEW AVERSAbJO, ATF 

lnvestipation on 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB ati is w m  y,,,tr rs#r~; 
*, 8 . . . ,.., . . . ..I . . . . , .I,. Ir.C,..r I I. , I.“., 
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On Monday, July 22, 
Detective JOSEPH BRITTELLI, 

1996, the reporting detective and 
number 918, 

1, 
while assigned to the 

Date of Birth 
During 

That he was at Great Gun Beach, Fire Island, at the 
time of occurrence on the bay side ( 1 . 
out on the ocean in a southeast direction. 

That he was looking 
That he saw what he 

thought was a distress flare, orange in color, that burst. 
it began to drift downwards, slowly. 

That 
That there was a larger, 

secondary burst a little darker in color. That it fell to the 
ocean. That it took about ten-fifteen (lo-151 seconds. 

After realizing it was a plane, base on his ( 
he is an Aerobatics Judge. He feels that the plane was on a 
knife edge starting downward. 
was if the initial "flare" 

If "he body was facing away, it 
was on the right wing and the flames 

traveled downward across the fuselage to'the left wing when the 
second explosion took place. 

He further stated two (2) French Canadians, (one 
white/male and one white/female) witnessed same, seemed 

$ unconcerned, left on boat "MARIE ANTONE" from Montreal. Case 
active with this report. 

Investigation on 07/22/96 at Center Moriches, New York 

Fb# 265A-NY-259028 
Detective GRANT# 

by Detective JOS 
0427 . :: -. , ‘, : . '. t-1 : 4:' 

Thisdocumcttt~tttains neither teco tt3 nor ccmchsiotts of tbc FBI. It is the tvwcrtv of the FBI and i* tmnd m Y-W a---* 



On July 1, 1997, at approximately 3:30 p.m., 
Agents (SA’s) RICHARD S. KARNIKWICZ and H. L. LIEBRR of 

Investigation (FBI) conducted an int#llrt 
at the National Aviation 

e contact. The 
following is information provided by- 

dusk. He advised that he was looking south towards the Atlantic 
Ocean when he observed an object that he described as being a 
parachute flare approximately fifteen (15) degrees southeast (SE) 
of his position at a distance of approxi 
miles away. The object, as described by emanated an 
orange glow and appeared to travel for approximately seven (7) 
seconds (direction unknown) and exploded. The explosion occurred 
at one (1) end of the object and as a result, the object broke 
into two columns that billowed into flames as they descended into 
a free fall state. The two columns, which were positioned next 
to each other, were initially orange in color and turned into a 
wispy black color. 
angle (from vertical 

The columns fell at a forty-five (45) degree 

West (W) direction. 
flames running in an east (E) to 

he witnessed took 
advised that the entire event that 

a ten (10) seconds to unfold. 

He did not observe any object(s) rise/ascend from the 
surface nor did he hear any sounds associated with what he 
observed. 

time - 
had no further information to provide at this , 

. 

‘- Itlvsrtlgrtlon on 7/l/97 at Oakdale, New York *, : 
me Y 265A-NY-259028 cc /- b3 3 

.: ) 

Datrdktrted T/2/97 
SA RICHARD S. KARNIRWICZ and 

,dCZ 
I'¶. L. LIEBKR/RSK:nu 
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This object was a 
was getting bigger as it fell. He also said it 

He did not hear anything. 

ecalled that (Air National Guard 

e what they saw. 
immediately sent to 

reported back to 
reported that when the Aircrew 

sounded very somber. 
mid air collision. 

Investigation on 7/18/96 
aWb 

File I 265A-NY-259028 
at Suffolk County, New York (telephonically) 

by ..$A PAUL D. VALENTINE/MAM 
J 

Date dmated. T/18/96 
-- 
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Date of transcription a/a/96 

te of Birth 
New York, 

Account Number 
e interviewing 
provided tne 

approximately ad.0 pm, 

all around it. Almost simultaneously the fire turned in&- 
trail of fiery blaze and the flames fell down vertically. 
ObservedUlames touch the water and saw fire on top of'Lhe 
water. six to seven nautical m iles away 

.d i-- .-- - _____ -_ ____ 
n of the flames. 

a speedboat speeding away from wher 
This speedboat was heading west but 
any f lan 
feet. .te males with dark hair on +S!T 
boat 

description other th 
did observe two Whi 

descriptions). 

‘b 
.- 

Investigation on 7/28/96 It -East Patchogue, New Ydrk (telephonically) 
dOl'P -- 
File # -265A-NY-259028. 

SAs KIMBERLY S. QUESINBERRY/gg 
by JAMES DiMARIA/BATF/KSQ/pan Date dictated T/28/96 

This document contains netther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI II :s the properry of the FBI and IS loaned to your agent) 
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Date of transcription 7/30/96 

and of the nature of the interview. The interview was conducted 
on board the B/T Susana Duijm which was anchored off shore from 
Punto Fijo, Venezuela. 

Marina, 
B advised that he has been employed by PDV 

the owners of the Susana Duijm, for 13 years. On the 
evening of 7/17/96, he was on the upper deck of the ship 
exercising. He reported seeing a cloud of black smoke moving in 
the direction toward the ship from the direction of a bridge. He 
did not know the name of the bridge from where the smoke was 
moving, but stated that it was the bridge that the ship passed 

' ~r~~:~adnchoring. When asked about any unusual activity, 
advised that he recalled several boats speeding towards 

. He is not sure, but he may have seen one boat 
moving away from the bridge in the opposite direction of the 
other boats. He described the boat that was moving in the 
opposite direction as an open light colored, yellow or white, 
outboard, about 24 foot long, with some men standing, he could 
not describe the occupants or the boat with any more detail. He 
was not sure of the exact time he saw that boat, but he thinks it 
was after seeing the others moving towards the bridge. He heard 
about the TWA explosion the following day from media reports and 
that is when he assumed that the cloud of black smoke may have 
been from TWA 800. 

He is not aware of any other crew men that may have 
seen anything. 

- lnwsngat~on on 7/25/96 at Punto Fijo, Venezuela 
File# 265A-NY-259028 SUB 302 

b? RALPH A. TORRE& LEGAL ATTACHE Date dictated NA 

0480 
lhs document contams neihr recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and IS loaned to your agency: 

tt and tts contents are not to he distributed outside your agency. 
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Lh-iAR #OOOl 2081546 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 2615412 JUL 96 

FM LEGAT CARACAS (265A-NY-259028 SUB B) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

FBI NEW YORK/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //5720:CAR188.208// 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR SIOC; SSA S CURTIS, IRU-2, ROOM 7458. 

SUBJECT: UNSUB (S) ; EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, JULY 17, 

h.J: AOT-IT-EOD; 00: NY. 

RE LEGAT CARACAS TELETYPE 7/24/96; NY LEAD CONTROL 

NUMBERS TW-544, TW-1098; TW-3003. 

ON 7/24/96, LEGAT AND ALAT CARACAS TRAVELLED TO PUNT0 

FIJO, VENEZUELA IN ORDER TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS OF OFFICERS AND 

-.. 
‘( 

CREW OF THE A MEETING WAS HELD ON THE EVENING 

OF 7/24/96 WITH PDV MARINA OFFICIALS, THE OPERATORS OF THE 

265A-NY-259028-SUB cc3 
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TO WORK OUT THE DETAILS OF THE INTERVIEWS TO BE 

L dCTED AND THE ARRIVAL AND LOCATION OF THE SHIP. 

ON 7/25/96, LEGAT PERSONNEL TRAVELLED TO THE 

WHICH WAS ANCHORED OFF SHORE IN AMUAY BAY. THE 25 

OFFICERS AND CREW, AND TWO TECHNICIANS FROM THE SPANISH 

SHIPBUILDING COMPANY WERE INTERVIEWED. -, CA?TAIN 

OF THE SHIP 
II ADVISED THAT SHIP ARRIVED AT 

ITS ANCHORING POINT AT 1:40 A.M. , JULY 17, 1996; THE SHIP 

ANCHORED AT LATITUDE 40 DEGREES, 38 MINUTES, 40 SECONDS NORTH, 

LONGITUDE 74 DEGREES, 03 MINUTES, 03 SECONDS WEST. THAT 

LOCATION IS NEAR THE BAY RIDGE CHANNEL IN AN AREA IDENTIFIED 

AS ANCHORAGE NO 21C 110.155. BASED ON MEDIA INFORMATION THE 

CAPTAIN BELIEVES THE SHIP WAS ANCHORED ABOUT THIRTY MILES FROM r 
'L-l 

LOCATION WHERE TWA FLIGHT EXPLODED. THE SHIP DEPARTED THE 

AREA AT 4:30 A.M. JULY 18, 1996. THE CAPTAIN ADVISED THAT THE 

U.S. COAST GUARD WAS ON BOARD HIS VESSEL FROM 8:00 A.M. TO 

1:00 P.M. JULY 17, 1996. THE CAPTAIN DID NOT SEE NOR HEAR THE 

EXPLOSION, AND EXCEPT FOR ONE SEAMAN WHO REPORTED, ON THE 

MORNING OF 7/18/96 SEEING A CLOUD OF BLACK SMOKE ON THE 

EVENING OF 7/17/96; IS NOT AWARE OF ANYONE ABOARD HIS SHIP 

THAT MAY HAVE SEEN OR HEARD THE EXPLOSION OF TWA 800. THE 

09yz 



PAGE THREE DE CAR 0001 UNCLAS 

C ‘7ER ON DUTY THE EVENING OF 7/17/96, 

h-d A STANT CAPTAIN, DID NOT SEE NOR HEAR ANYTHING UNUSUAL THAT 

EVENING. 

ADVISED THAT HE WAS ON THE UPPER DECK OF THE SHIP EXERCISING 

ON THE EVENING OF 7/17/96. HE REPORTED SEEING A CLOUD OF BLACK 

SMOKE MOVING IN THE DIRECTION TOWARD THE SHIP FROM THE 

DIRECTION OF A BRIDGE. HE DID NOT KNOW THE NAME OF THE BRIDGE 

FROM WHERE HE SAW THE SMOKE, BUT STATED THAT IT WAS THE BRIDGE 

THAT THE SHIP PASSED UNDER PRIOR TO ANCHORING. THROUGH 

INTERVIEW OF THE CAPTAIN IT WAS LATER DETERMINED THAT THE 

BRIDGE WAS THE VERRAZANO NARROWS BRIDGE. WHEN ASKED ABOUT ANY 

Up'- 'TJAL ACTIVITY, ADVISED THAT HE RECALLED SEVERAL 

Bb SPEEDING TOWARDS THE BRIDGE AREA. HE IS NOT SURE, BUT 

HE MAY HAVE SEEN ONE BOAT MOVING AWAY FROM THE BRIDGE IN THE 

OPPOSITE DIRECTION 

THAT WAS MOVING IN 

COLORED, YELLOW OR 

SOME MEN STANDING, 

BOAT WITH ANY MORE 

OF THE OTHER BOATS. HE DESCRIBED THE BOAT 

THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION AS AN OPEN LIGHT 

WHITE, OUTBOARD, ABOUT 24 FOOT LONG, WITH 

HE COULD NOT DESCRIBE THE OCCUPANTS OR THE 

DETAIL. HE WAS NOT SURE OF THE EXACT TIME 



PAGE FOUR DE CAR 0001 UNCLAS 

HE SAW THAT BOAT, BUT HE THINKS IT WAS AFTER SEEING THE OTHERS 

b NG TOWARDS THE BRIDGE. HE HEARD ABOUT THE TWA EXPLOSION 

THE FOLLOWING DAY AND THAT IS WHEN HE ASSUMED THAT THE CLOUD 

OF BLACK SMOKE MAY HAVE BEEN FROM TWA 800. HE IS NOT AWARE OF 

ANY OTHER CREW MAN THAT MAY HAVE SEEN ANYTHING. 

NONE OF THE OTHER OFFICERS, CREW, OR TECHNICIANS ABOARD 

THE m REPORTED SEEING OR HEARING ANYTHING UNUSUAL 

THE EVENING OF 7/17/96. 

LEGAT CARACAS WILL FORWARD FD-302s REGARDING THESE 

INTERVIEWS TO NEW YORK. 

BT 

IO001 

NNNN 
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Date of ttmscription 07/26/96 

advised as follows: 

On July 17, 
called "Manhunt" 

1996,m was playing a tag game 
with her frlen s in the sand dunes at Smith 

Point Park Campgrounds located in Shirley, New York. As dusk was approaching she witnessed a fireball (red/orange in color) drop 
down from the sky. This fireball was out over the ocean near the 
tip of the inlet by the Smith Point Campgrounds, She indicated 
that there was a bright yellow mass in the center of the 
red/orange fireball. She did not see the fireball strike the 
ocean since the sand dune was obstructing her view. 

In\ e\IIgxrlon ,rn 07/20/96 at 
265A-NY -2590’28-SUBCC: 

‘Ll 

Shirley, M&&York _ j 
I __ . , 1:. 

F!!$ z 265A-NY-259028 / .._ -- ~ 3=,.-i;- - A- I;, 0 

-1 5 ‘I JOHN CASSINO:hrg 
/ - 

AUG 2 8 19% 
,. , - \ 1 
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wheel vehicles. 
high. I 

Some of the dunes at the Beach are thirty feet 
ddition, 

The 
there is no electricity on Bar ' 

"+,,a me 0 
MN btn 

their boat-* 

'u including 
Beach that niyht 

8:20 p.m. 
At approximately 

dock look 
standing on the 

to see fireworks. 
this, we're going 

streak/line ascen 
hen'&w a light grayish 
over the ocean. The streak was southeast fro 

from east to west 
and it was moving 

r, 
streak was fine, like a pencil 
The line itself did not grow, 

li&, 
almost vertical angle. The 

and moved for two seconds. 

line then disappeared, 
but remained the same length. The 

"like it stopped in midair for a second." 

w-then observed a bright white light in the 
sky in the area where the streak had disappeared. 
appeared one second after the streak disappeared. 

horizon, 
eared at a thirty degree stated th:k2v 

stated that the light appeared at a 
forty-five degree ang e above the horizon. The light was round 
and it began to slowly descend toward the ground for two to three 
seconds. 

Then, the ball of light became sli htl 
instantly turned bright orange in color. 

s_yamaller 

Investigation on 8/M/97 at Center Moriches, New York 
id 

F&Y 265A-NY-259028-@ 1 4 b55 Dare dictated 
SA CHRISTINA GUST and 

8/20/97 

by SA STEVEN A. BONGARDT (CG:cq) 
0974 

This docunmt contaim ncithcr m111MDdltion.s mf cmclttsion~ of the FBI. It is the pmpcrty of ~JIC FBI aml is loaned to yaw agency; 
it and its contents are not to be disttibutcd outside your agency. 
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attributed the change in color to a second explosion. At arm's 
length, the second explosion appeared to be the size of a 
quarter, and it remained that size. At the same time that the 
ball changed to bright orange, 
into two separate pieces. 

the ball instantaneously broke 
One of the pieces broke off and 

descended from left to 
the east was all on fire.'109 
observed a black color 
had no fire. The distance between where the east and west 
sections fell appeared to 
(During the interviewya 
determine measurements 
two sections when it had descended one quarter of the distance to 
the horizon. 

4wwe ..~_ . . egan observing the streak two to three - 
_ Sever heard an explosion.%J?1 . 

prior to seeing the initial seconQg 
wind that night was southwest at seT 
people in the east may have heard explosionsT 1 
further advised that the speed at which the stl 
two to three times faster than the speed at which the ball of 
white light 
fireworks, the 

When the streatidid not explode like 
that the streak was a flare. 

They never 

the entire event lasted for 
that the event last d ive 

Agent BONGARDI 
visualized the event in twenty seconds and IAn 

After the event, 
Emergency Coast Guard Stat 

ean. The 

listened to the 
hat a plane may have 

then returned home in their 

LMq 

to the crash site. 
lives in Ro 

They went to the eastern debris field to see if there 

‘i-l 

0977 
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were any survivors. When they arrived in the eastern debris 
field, there were many unused life jackets floating in the water. 
The jackets were not inflated, but had little lit flashlights on 
the shoulders. 
twenty foot hea 

These lights could be seen through the fifteen to 
night. The- 

round haze which was over the water that 
survivors. 

remained there for three hours looking for 
w/b[R 

the wat%mze. 
stated that he could also see flames on 

Whey- 
on July 18, 199 , 
house. 

ere;was 
returned home in the early morning 

a news crew waiting for him at his 

llowing is descriptive information for- 

‘i--i 

The following is descriptive information for 

The following is descriptive information for 
and- 
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Due of ttmscripcioa 07/26/96 

s interviewed re 
ght number 800. 

On July 17, 1996, at dusk 

~%?!@!$!ed black smoke. Sh!?!~,,:'I':h:~~~~ 

he area of the sand unes at Smith Point County 
states that she looked up Into the sky over the 

(2) bang sounds after she witnessed the black smoke. - 
could not provide an exac: 
8:50 PM. 

tim>e but believes it was approximately 

lmaigation on 07/20/96 It Shirley, New Yc;k 
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Dar of tnnscripioa 7/26/96 

advised she was 
ground, 

%n the Smith Point camping 
Spot 76, on Wednesday night July 17 1996 sitting around 

a fire when her nine-year-old grandson 
;~:;~e~oc~;6d lllook Grandma~a~?~o%ed 

She stated she saw fireworks going up 
with orange spots and sparkles. She stated she did not see any 
big fire or anything else falling from  the sky. She concluded 
she did not pay much attention to the fireworks because she was 

'- talkingr sister about her son-in-law 
who was involved in a motorcycle accident. 

‘L-l 
Inve*tion on 7/20/96 at Shirley, New York 
Filet 265A-NY-259028 

by SA ANDREW DE CICCO:cam Datcdaamd 
0743 

i 
7123196 .: -a ;? 
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Dateoftnllsctiptiw 7/30/96 

of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview, 
provided the following information: 

On July 17, 
County Road f04 South, 

1996, at approximately 8:45 P M , on Suffolk 

stated that In the sout 
ife as a passenger,- 

red light coming down. 
in front of him  he saw a single 
further stated that once his view 

was clear of the trees, 
of orange, 

cascade of pieces that were kind 
coming down in a parabolic trajectory, west to east. 

He also stated that the object could have been fireworks and that 
it was not completely dark yet and the sky was clear. 

265A-NY -2b!3028-SUB a 

L-l' 
hvcsbgation on 7/24/96 at Bellport, New York (telephonically) 
Fde. 265A-NY-259028 

by SAMUEL G. KRAMER/dp Dam dictaed 7/28/96 
/WI 

niadocummcotuainsneirher~~oMcoaclwioarofdLem1. ItisthcpmpertyoftbEFBIandisio8tKdtoyour8gency; 
itanditscmtmtsarenottobcdiutibumdott@@yottragelry. 
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Dateoftmttscripcion 7/29/96 

1996, at approximately 11: 
of- Speonk, New York, was interviewed 

, 1996, she, her brother- 1 
-were riding horses in a field loca+m _______ Highway (Route 27) and west at Speonk River Head Road ___-_ 
Speonk. &II of -stated that she observed in a southe&ly 
direction, a small red ball of light. The small red ball of 
toward the ground. 
lights or balls 

. 

Itlv~tt on 7/22/96 
d Fikl 265A-NY-259028 

at Speonk, New York 

Investigator DARNLEY 0. SCOON 3" 
by SA JOSEPH P. FANNING:cam & lhtedicmted 7124196 

06 4s U‘ * 
mtisdoatmmtconninsoeimerrccotttmcttd8tiommreoadurjonrofdumI. Itist&propcttyoft&FBIludislolttcdtoyatrymy; 
it md its mtttmts ate mt to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of truacription 7/27/96 

being advised of the-identit+ of the 
-- ----- ------ ------ 

interviewing Agent and that 
the nature of the interview was regarding the July 17, 1996 TWA 
Flight 800 airplane crash 
information: )m provided the following 

stated that on the evening of July 17, 1996, at 
PM, while vacationinq at the Smith Point Park 

campground he observed a bright orange flash which turned dark 
red before spinning downward toward the water. 

advised that he observed sparkles coming down 
and thought they were fireworks. 

, 

265A-NY-259028-SUB cc - .*’ -% :. 
mw J 

‘d 
Investiartion on 7/2 O/9 6 rt Long Island, New York 
pile # 265A-NY-259028 

by SA KEVIN C. MAT?IIESON/dp klfi 
OWb- 

Date dictated 7/2 3/9 6 

T5,lr documnt ccntdns ndtba remmmeadrtions nor coocldors of the FBI. It is tbc property of the FBI and ia broad to ~01u l ~acv: 
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~~UREAUOFINVESTIGATION 

D*OftNhpth 07/26/96 

sh 
He advised as 

On July 17, 1996, 
playing near the sand dunes 
from  the sky. He described 
He stated that the fireball 
behind the sand dunes. 

states that he was 
a ball of fire drop 

the fireball as dark red in color. 
dropped until he lost sight of it 

‘w Inv~lloo 07/20/96 at Snirley, New York 

Filer 265A-NY-259028 a(,- 63 3 
. . 

iY S/I JOHN CASSINO:hr Datecliawd 0;/22/96 
/w/ 

mscloammtctmtaimncil&r oflbem. IththepmpertyofttleFBI8miisbmalbyoar~; 
‘- : 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/22/96 

the following information: 
. 

P.M., 
On Wednesday, July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:15 

marina 
she was sitting on the back of her boat- 

at Watch Hill at the Fire Island National Seashore. 
at the 

was facing east and it was not dark yet. She 
She saw a big streak of 

fire in the sky that appeared for a few seconds. 
one streak. 

She saw only 
She could not tell if it was moving towards the sky 

or towards the ground, only that it was moving vertically. 
streak went from  very high in the sky to the top of the tree 

The 
line. She did not hear anything 

c&Y? .. 
~28-SUB 
Invectiprtios oti at V/20/(96 _ Watch Hill, Fire Island, N?w.York ..:a 
F&# 265a-NY-2590281 -2 _._. _ . ..- .; . ._- . --- u-"' . \ ;,.:" irr' ; 
by SA JOHN L. S#E&HAN/meg.;-. \ 1 I 

Date dictated 
“2 \ 

Tbls document contains neither recommendations-n6r con&ions of the ~61. It is tbr property of the. FBI in 
..,. 9, . . . _ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 08/12/96 

On July 25, 1996, Special Agent (SA) RICHARD KARWIEWICZ 

Ftates that on July 17, 1996, he was working the 
7:00 am to :pm shift at the GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK 
COMPANY, Westhampton Interim  Project, 816 Dune Road, 
NY, where he is employed as a Deckhand. 

Westhampton, 
states that he 

was on board 
dredging operation located one m ile 

ipeline for a 
so&h and 3 m iles east of the 

Moriches Inlet, when at .approximately 8:15 pm to 8:30 pm, another 
deckhand shouted, "Look at there", pointing to an area of the 
sky. -states that he looked in the direction and saw fire 
falling from  the sky, 
When it hit the water 

and that the fire became longer as it fell. 
mately 8 td 10 seconds later, there 

was a big explosion. tates that he and the other crew- 
members were in commu with the U.S. Coast Guard as they' 
traveled toward the area of-the fire. The U.S. Co&M Guard 
instructed the crew of the to'search for survivors 

W . around the area of the fire. states that the crew 
observed debris on the surface of the water, which they did not 

collect, and did not find. any survivors. ained in the 
area for approximately.1 l/2 to 2 hours. further states 
that he did not notice any.unusual activ idents; 
witnessing'the fire in the sky. 

prior to 

. . ._ 

Investigation on 7/25/96 at .Westhampton Beach,. New York 
pile I 265A-NY-259028 c&30-: ,'. '. -:; 

&WlmvEsTIGAToR DOMINICK E;IAGRO/NYSP/ 
by ..SA RICHARD KARNIEWIC?;/axh.tiw Date dictated 7/25/96 _.. :. 

. 

‘.. 

: 

_ 
. . 
- 
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FEDERAi BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

p Date of Birth- 
Rockville Centre, New 

approximate y 8:45PM, 
of her boat which was docked at t she was sitting on ;he deck 
boat's rear was facing southeast. Beach Dock. The 
observed a red ball going down. 

tates that she 
clouds in the s at there were no 
phone number is clear view. -home 



265A-NY-259028 
JJB:gmo . 

hA3 /v On August 8, 1996, the following information was 
obtained by the interviewing agent JOHN J. BROSNAN: 

New York, t;:ew numbers 
Rockville Center, 

Date of Birth, 
stated that a approx mately 8:30 PM, on July 

17, 1996, w le sitting on a boat at Watch Hill, in Fire 
she observed a giant red ball falling rapidly from the sky. 
lost sight of this ball when it fell below the brush 

southeast of where the.boat was at that point of time. 
id not observe or hear anything unusual or suspicious 

or after her observation of this giant red ball. 

. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tmucription 07/30/96 

106 Air National Guard, 
Lark, telephone number 

was contacted at his' 

agents 
rtities of the interviewing 

and that the purpose of the interview was to gather 
information regarding the crash of Trans World Airline (TWA) 
Flight 600. He then provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:35 P M  
noticed a silver-colored line descending through the 
fireball then appeared approximately one (1) m ile high. The 
fireball rotated from  right to left as it fell through the night 
sky. At one point, a "blow torch" like flame shot out 
horizontally from  the descending fireball, lasting only a few 

u seconds. No smoke, sound or any other unusual activity was 
observed before the fireball. 

dock facing east. 
was fishing with a friend off the Blue Point 

The sun was going down,and the daylight 
turning to dusk. 

- 

*oc 0 1 1997 a 

FBI - NCW YdHK - 

I&4 

investigation on 07/23/96 at Mount Sinai, New York 

F&# 265A-NY-259028 &be r, 
SA ROBERT STEVEN KRUPA; SA VINCENT I,. GERARDI, Jr.;@# 

by SA M IKE GALGANQ,,,.#TF) (RSK:h.rg) Duedicmtcd 07/27/96 
I’ 

0=3 . 
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41 ~J~-@I~CJXIJI~*~ELY t!r;iO I’M, 0 t-&t(b 4 NOISE THeT 

~JIJNDEO LIKI-1 4N l1Xl”l .fJlj I:oN. Ht.: IN.!iCHU3&l ‘ftk: SOUND 4s BEING 

WU SLf”4RA’l’F. “JIANG “ NOItif;S l-HA-t- l& l\‘t : VERY C:L ()SE TOGETHER. 

t,OI)KJ:D .C@&N>3 I l,C:‘, 1jJ J’r C)fjs ERVED NOTHING 

NlISLJ4L. Af’PHCJX1M4-I 1:l.f’ &lNF I tOt.Jfi l. 41 ER, 0 OBSERVED 4 BOAT 
.. 

,. . . . 

irrY--21 
S HO41 HAD AN lJNlJ!;lJAL. ARRAY 01: f-Out\ < 4 ) RED ‘-t-LIGHTS, 

:i-l.Cti WERE CIJ I- nl’l= 4NL) ON l’EHL00ICRLI~Y. 
. 

ftEC4’l’E.D ‘I IJA’I 4-I API’fI{1X3 M(9-l f.1t.vY ‘I I-Ii. SAME’ TIME 

NO I’l-IU? t304T’S l’Hk2-;i~Nl:f7 WA:; NCJ I’t-:U (IN ‘flw:Lf( YACHT’S RAD4R. 

4N FU-30% Ht C.AIO~lNG -ltik Td-eUJl .‘rS [It- ‘tl.lT: INTERVIEW WILL 

_._ . _ .‘. , 
F,. r., 
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Dale of transcripion T/26/96 

dersigned at 
oliseum Mall, 

ext. 399. KISSAM resides 

date of birth was 

on Wednesday, July 17 
were sailing the yacht 

York, 1996. f the coast of Long Islan 
enroute to Cape May, New Jersey, when the following' 

transpired: 

e das below deck at approximately 
he heard a noise that sounded like an explosion. 
topside and looked seaward, but observed nothing 
described the sound further as sounding like two 
sounds occurring one immediately after the other. 
indicated that the sound was not close to his yac 
off in the distance. ht, but rather 

-* alert, 
Indicated that after the noise, t 

after the noise, 
e yacht's radar. 

:hey stayed 

observed a boat 
Approximately one-hour 

yacht and the coa 
sailing 

to their stern. 
-das drawn to this b;at because of it's unusual 

red lights which were periodically turned off. 
was unable to describe the boat further. 

there was one other boat visible 

from describin 
Poor visibility again, prevented 

it further. 
wu3 - 

_.., ;.:: :: ‘l, 7/25/35 Ji Hampton, L'irginia . _ 

. . _.‘. .: _.. ._ .- 
.- .:: . 
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TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

FBI NEWARK/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3540// 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, 20 MILES 

SOUTHEAST OF HAMPTON, NEW YORK; JULY 17, 1996; AOT-IT-EOD; 

LEAD TW 1483; 0O:NY. 

HIGHLANDS, N. J. 07732. AS ON HIS FISHING BOAT ON 

7/17/96 WHEN HE SAW TWA FLIGHT 800 EXPLODE. HE OBSERVED A 

FLASH IN THE SKY ABOUT THE SAME TIME THAT HE OBSERVED A LARGE 

FREIGHTER INBOUND IN THE NANTUCKET TO AMBROSE TRAFFIC LANE. 

HIS APPROXIMATE POSITION OF LATITUDE 40 DEGREES 22' LONGITUDE 
3b 
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073 DEGREES 30'. THOUGHT SOMEONE ON BOARD THE 

FREIGHTER MIGHT BE HELPFUL. 

LEAD 

NEWARK DIVISION AT NEWARK NJ 

OBSERVATION. IDENTIFY FREIGHTER AND PILOT BOATS IN THE AREA. 

PROVIDE RESULTS TO NEW YORK FLIGHTS LEAD TW 1483. 

BT 
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FEDERALBUREAU O F  INVESTIGATION 

7/31/96 
Date of transcription 

and the nature of the 
information: 

interv iew, Layton provided the following 

vessel, regls tratlon 

evening of July  
s tated that he was fishing with his  son on the 

17th, and estimates that he was positioned 

further s tated that at the same approximate time 
lash in the s k y , he heard a foreign freighter 

ship call for a pilot boat in the Nantucket-Ambrose Shipping 
Lane. The indiv idual calling for the pilot boat spoke with a 
foreign accent. Layton could not identify  the type of accent or 
the name of the freighter associated with the call. 

r~,Ue.ti~i,~~t,~a~~~~~he fime the freighter was 
estimated the freighters  

location to be approximately  thirty  (30) miles  to the east of his  

‘destigation on 7/26/96 at Highlands , New Jersey .- =wx -  _--- ---  . 
File X 265A-NY-259028 SUB 302 Date dictated 

DET.1 David M. Butler NJSP/JTTF 
by SA John Lebow 

0900 L 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the nroDcr1v o! the FBI and is loaned to vour aPencv:’ 
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265A-NY-259028 SUB 302 
Continualion of FD-302 . On 7/26/96 , Page 2 

location. 
following 
have been in 

of the TWA Flight 800 crash the 
estimated the aforementioned freighter may 

to the crash site. 

:-twenty 
believes he was approximately eighteen (1 

west/southwest of the crash site in the 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dale of transcription 8/5/96 

advised 0; the ident 
e purpose of the interview. 

following information: 

On July 17, 1996, she was on a water taxi off Watch 
Hill Campground, Fire Island, New York, at 8:30 p.m . She was 
looking through a plastic window with drops of water on it. She 
noticed a big red light. She watched it for four or five seconds 
before it started to fall. It then lengthened into an oval and 
got longer. She did not see an explosion or hear anything. She 
was staying at Watch Hill Campground from  July 14-19, 1996. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tnnscriplion 8/8/96 

On July 26, 1996, Special Agents (SAs) CHARLENB J. TRUx 
and ST--- - ---~~ JAN B. WOUGK of the Fedr G l Bureau of Investigation (FBI) ~-- 

) Center Moriches. 

stated they bnly saw a flash &d fireball3 
the dredging equipment blew u 
similar to an oil rig fire. 

b~;;3d;~~ ;;v:s;; Em;s 

departure at about noon a Can 
was docked at Senicks Marina.b 

he "Marie ~toinet-e@~ 
thought that was odd. 

265A-NY-2590280SW C c( 

--- .- .-  e-m. 
!,‘> !:“T .“) 

. . ._..__ --..- -  
: r :-  I i 572 ..I- . ..A_ - -  __._____ -__ 

,vgation on 7/26/96 
~ileg 265A-NY-259028 

at Long Island, New York 

by DaIe dictatai 7/26/96 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of trmscription 8/5/96 

On July 17, 1996, he was on his boat about one m ile out 
of Patchogue Marine. At 8:30 PM, he was facing south - southeast 
when he saw an orange light or a flame. 
was dusk. 

The sky was grey and it 
He thought it was a flare from the Coast Guard or a 

boat explosion. It was glowing. It appeared to be 25 m iles 
away. He saw it for four or five seconds. 
down. 

It was on the way 
He did not see anything else in the sky before this. He 

did not hear anything. It did not look like a plane. 

Invesligatlon on 7/31/96 

File = 265A-NY-259028 

at Patchogue, New York ___- . ..- 
_--. 

\ 

by SA JOHN L. SHEEHAN/dp 11 Date dIctated- 8/5/96 
/SpP \' * 

Th:r document contains neither recommenJafions nor conclusions of lhe FBI . . 
It 1s the property of the FBI and 1s loaned to your agency 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
7/23/96 

The following investigation was 
via telephone on 7/23/96. 
the purpose of the interv 
Baiting Hollow, New York, 
ball of orange fire in th 
7/17/96, from her house deck. No further information was 
provided. Keference Control Number TW7158. 

w’ RK ‘\TEW VnRK 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/19/96 

Ihampton Beach, New YC Iwas a&-'_sed of 
the identities of the anI 
interview. 

interviewing agents 
0 provided the following 

2 purpose of the 
information: 

On July 17, 1996,wwas at the Westhampton Yacht 
Squadron in Remsenburg Beach, New York. While-was on the 
beach he observed two flaming objects falling from the sky. 

-advised that facing south these objects were at the 11 
o'clock position. He estimates that the objects were 
approximately 10 to 12 m iles away. -did not hear noise or 
feel the heat. 

Investigation on 7/18/96 at 
'd 

Westhampton Beach, New York 

FileI 265A-NY-259028 N. 
SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL;v 

by SA MICHAEL C. INCE:MAM& DaIe dictated 7/18/96 
m3c/ 

This document contain3 ncithcr rcc4mmcnd8tionsnorconclusiom 0fcheFBI. Itis& property offhemmdislolacdt0your~~~; 

it and its contents are not t0 be dihibuted outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF ISV\.ESTIG.-\TION 

Dare of rranscnptlon 7/24/96 

On July 22, 1996, at approximately 10:31AM. 

Veterans Memorial Highway, Ronkonkoma, New York [ 
He .'as interviewed at his place of employment. 

-advised that on July 17, 1996, at 
approximately 8:30PM, he was fishing with his wife and son on his 
boat. 
Beach. 

His boat was drifting east about 100 feet north of Ocean 
He stated he was between the east and west towers of 

Ocean Beach. He stated his boat was facing north and that he was 

LJ 
looking east off the starboard side. He noted that the winds 
were fifteen to twenty knots blowing from the west. All of a 
sudden he saw a large flash of flame in the southeastern sky. He 
stated that thereafter a cone shaped plume of flame fell to the 
earth. He advised that within the plume was a rotating "helix" 
shaped object, possibly a plane. He statpd that this burst of 
flame was just to the left of the eastern water tower at Ocean 
Beach. He estimated this flash occurred fifteen to twenty miles 
away. He did not hear any noise nor did he see any object 
ascending into the sky. 

It is noted that-stated his son was on deck at 
the time but his wife was in the cabin. He further noted that 

is written on the rear sides of his boat, 

a 
/ 

265A-NY-259028~SutS L-S 

43 . 

Investigation on 7/22/96 

Fi,,aU 265A-NY-259028 

at West Sayville, New York 

by 
Inv. JOHN P. KEARY (NYSP) (JPK:m,eg) a 
Inv. EDWARD S. MLODYNIA (NYSP)&fm Date dictated 7/23/96 

/ss/ 
CL-.. . . . . . ..“.. . ..I rs -. I . . * 1.. ..- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

0/7/96 i: . ‘...I 

Birth, 
slip, New York, Date of 

identities of the 
interviewing Agents and Detective and the nature of the 
interview. He thereafter provided the following information: 

6, at about 
and brothers 

headed in a northwest direction away 
noticed a bright orange fireball in the southeast sky. He 
watched as the fireball broke into two parts and fall into the 
ocean. 

I JUL 2 3 5997 I . 
FBI - NEW YORK - .ii 

L I -cl?, 
. . 

1 

‘u Inveatigationos 7/25/96 U Isiip, New York 

Fdet 265A-NY-259028 
SAs tilLL MARIE 

by DET DENNIS RAFFER 
oorr P  

l l t isdoamcntcomiasncimer~ 
itauditscontcn6atsmtmbcdisthWalats&yaar~. 

7125196 
j- i‘ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of nanscription 07221996 

b& 

York, vacation home 
New York City, New 

tele hone in Southam ton, New York 
#at thedhouse at 'L, 

was interviewed telephonically by SA DANIEL 
HOWARD REILLY, who identified himself to-as a Special 
Agent (SA) of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

-voluntarily provided the following information: 

On the night of Wednesday, July 17, 1996, at about 8:40 
p.m., during twilight,. 
same address, 

and his wifei-& 
were cruising in their power pleasure boat on the 

east side of the Shinnecock Bay, and were headed in a north west 
direction. At about 8:40 p.m., 
distinct, red-orange fifeballs, 

both!-b saw two 

direction. 
in the sky in a westerly 

At first the 'thought they were seeing a 
helicopter from a nearby base or someone shooting off fireworks, 
but they decided the fireballs were too brisht for that. The 
first fireball of the two (2) was the brightest.- 

heard no noise at this time above the noise of their boat 
motor, nor did they see any rocket, flare etc. 
then thought that the two (2) fireballs were caused bv some 
unknown major accident, 
accident was. 

but they could not guess how far away the 
f-bconsidered going to where they 

thought the accident or whatever it was occurred, but the ocean 
was too rough and they did not do so. 

This do~unlent contams neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRI. 11 is the propy of he FBI and is loa ,’ 

II and ifs c’onvms are nor ro he distnlwred outside hour agency. 
.‘- 
.<. 
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On July 21, 
Mastic Beach, 
m 

1996, i-b - 
Long Island, New York, telephone number 

Date of Birth was interviewed at the 
above address by Special Agents Charlene J. Trux; William 
Inzerella and Suffolk County Police Department Detective Dennis 
Rafferty. - stated she only saw the plane fall from 
the sky in two (2) pieces, from a southeast direction. Ms. 
Prewitt did not see any thing prior to or after the plane was 
falling. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of truacriptbr a/7/96 

identity o iewing Agents and t6e nature of the 
interview, provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996,- was on his boat near Green 
Creek when he saw a plume of red flame rising from the horizon. 

stated he thought a boat may have exploded. 
saw no smoke or sound associated with the flash. 

~~veatigrtion on 7/;.1/96 &t Fire Island, New York 
pfie g 265A-NY-259028 

As CHRISTOPHER BRYCELAND/w 
AMUEL G. KRAMER/CB/dxa D~ttdictatd a/5/96 

63 YP 
This document contains neither recommendationa nor conchwionr of the FBI. I1 is the property of the FBI and ir loaned to your agency: 





_- p2rypJ I * 1 -. . . 5 .__.., UC 
FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

752 
430 

.a -l- - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Data of tramcriptioo a/a/96 

dentities of the interviewing Agents and that the purpose of the interview was to 
gather information on the crash of the TWA flight 800 on July 17, 
1996. They then provided the following information: 

crash. 
They were camping at Smith Point Beach the night of the 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately a:35 pm, they observed 
a large fireball in the sky out over the ocean. 
or other activity alerted them to the crash. No smoke, sounds 

'k& ti. 
While camping, they did not observe any unusual or 

suspicious activity before or after the crash. 't 

;d IavertiprtioP on 7/25/96 8t Bayport, New '!ork 
F& # 265A-NY-259028 il. 

SAs ROBERT STEVEN KRUPA V+ 
by MIKE GAIGANO, ATF/RSK/j l& G * Date dktrted 7/25/96 

bYs2 
This document cortrinr neither recommendrtIonc nor coodwions of tbr FBI. It & the property of the FBI ad b lorod to toor al-cl; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside vow IPIOCV. 
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265A-NY-259028 
RSC:MAM. ,: d 

On July 19, 1996, the following investigation was 
conducted by Special Agent (SA) ROBERT S. CRISALLI, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Detective DOUGLAS FOY, Suffolk 
County Police Department (SCPD), at Shirley, New York, with 
negative results. 

-was in his bedroom at 
about 8:30 PM on Wednesday, July 17, 1996 when he heard two loud 
noises. He described the noises as something between fireworks 
and gunshots. He stated that the two sounds came from a 
northwest direction. His bedroom is also on the northwest side 
of his house. About 15 seconds later, he heard a third sound 
which he described as a loud tqpop.l* 

‘\u house about 8:30 PM when he heard what sounded to him as two M80 
fireworks going off. He also said he heard them come from the 
northwest. , 

At about 8:35 - 
About 15 - 30 seconds later, he heard the same noise again. He 
did not think anything of it until a half hour later when some 
people at the beach went and told him about the crash. 
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FEDERAL BURRAU OF INYRSTIGATION 

Date of trmcriptbn 8/12/96 

Detective s SHIELDS, Suffolk County Police 
Department. 
interviewing Agents 

was advised as to the identity of the 
and then provided the following information: 

-as previously interviewed, but had a couple of 
additional facts to provide. At the time of the crash he heard 
three sounds at approximately 8:30 pm to 8:35 pm. He initially 
heard two 
described 
heard the 
Bay, east 

LJ parked on 
New York. 

loud bangs, 16-20 seconds-apart. The last sound was- 
inside his house at the time he 
house is located on the Great South 

On the day of the crash, a tractor-trailer was observed 
the shoulder on William Floyd Parkway, Shirley, 

is a former member of &he United States Army. 
SE XNSURANCE AGENCY located in Shirley, 

Southampton, Rockport and Selden. 

The first sound was loud, the second sound got 
* louder and the third sound was described as a puff similar to 

backfire on a car. 

l-c t FBI-NEW VORK 
I 

7/29/96 rt Shirley, New York 
p&l 265A-NY-259028 

b SA MARTIN BBRNSTEIN/rdo / Date dictated 7/29/96 
UBiw 

Tbk doamemt umtrha~dt.ar reoommeaddona nor coachtdona of the FBI. It ir the property of tbs FBI ud ir loaned to your agency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Date of trrarcrfption 0/8/96 

interviewing Agents and that the purpose of the interview was to 
gather information regarding the crash of TWA flight X800. They 
then provided the following information: 

Point 
Them 

Park in s 
advised that they were camping at the Smith 

e 8 or 80 when TWA flight 800 crashed into the 
ocean on July 17, 1996. They had been camping since Sunday, July 
14 and did not leave until Friday, July 19. 

$yNed no smoke 

On July 17, 1996, 
stated that they saw a huge fireball in the night sky. 

sounds or other unusual activity in 
conjunction with the fireball. 

However, approximately thirty m inutes prior to the 
crash, a small plane, possibly blue in color, was observed flying 
very low and erratic over the beach. Although it is not unusual 
for acrobatic planes to be seen from  th$ beach, it is unusual to 
see them flying low over the beach. 
visible on the plane. 

No distinct markings were 
Other than the small airplane, them 

observed no suspicious activity during their camping stay. 

‘u Inratiptionon 7/25/96 rt Bayport, New York 
phy 265A-NY-259028 

SAs ROBERT STEVEN KRUPA/m 
by M IKE GALGANO, ATF/RSK/jkl:ti D~tcdktrted 7/25/96 

0943 
Tbir document cmtrfrs ndtbcr recommcndrtkaa nor co~cl~do~r of the FBI. It is the propaty of the FBI rad fs lorned to yoor rR=cg; 
. . . . . . . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dare of transcription 07/25/96 

telephone ,:-;,"8I 
advised that he was si ' 
daughter brought the incident to his attention. 
an orange/reddish column of fire to the west. The column auicklv 
descended tow 
12) seconds. 
l/2) m inutes 

It descended in ten to twelve-(10 t& 
dvised that one to one and a half (1 to 1 
saw the lights and heard the blades of a 

helicopter flying over the residence in a southerly direction. 

'L-J 
I:!\ sa;.,:,,v, 1'1, 07/19/96 31 Westhampton;New...York ‘i I I/ 
:‘ . ! .' = 255A-NY-25902S ! 

3 A. ZXARLZS J. RUSSELL 
. : 3.; STEVEN A. BUNGHARDT t:SAB:hrgi 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ol trrnscriplion 8/12/96 

On July 27, 
Bay Shore, New York, 
identity of the 
interview, 

ihterviewing Agent and the purpose of the 
provided the following information: 

Bay Shore -' I Long Is1 

column of dying fir 

advised that he was a passenger on 
boat on the evening of July 17, 
that they were in 
,and, New York. 
about two 

1996. 
.th Bay 
sed tha 
zon. 

he on1 
looked 

off of 
.t he saw 

y saw 
like a 

O! c 
L 1% 

265A-NY-259 8-S&l 
?/ 2 7,)’ 9 6 East Moriches, c*-. 

‘LA 
‘.2>’ 2.3:10;1 Jrr at New Ybrk (Telephonically) .._--. 

-- -.- 
-GSA-NY-259Q28 <z - F-Y.. _- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of uanscription 07/22/S; 

ature of the 

County Police Detective 
(SAs) and Suffolk 

information: 
(SCPD), provided the following 

On July 17, 1996, approximately 8:30 p.m.,- 
stated that he saw what seemed to be a shooting star from the 
ground up, from his vantage point of behind his house looking 
towards Fire Island. He stated that the shooting star's color 
was white and it was arcing in a south-eastern direction. 

-stated he did not see or hear an explosion because of the 
sand dunes obstructing his view. 
information: 

He provided no further 

Additional information o-is as follows: 

1. 
Patchogue, 

Worked for POCKSIDE 500, 90 Colonial Drive, 
New York 11772 

past 20 years. 
,4-b for the 

NYd. 
License plate on his recreational vehicle: 

o ,~~~~~ 

c .a __ 1.". I' v-7,. 
K 

'w 
-yITc,] 

Investi--*% 9, 07/20/96 at East Patchogue, New York - - 

F) and SCPD PITT&(P:amo) 07201996 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dete of transcription 7/21/96 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent JASON FUINDAZZO and Special Agent CAFIA HOLMES in Hampton 
Bays t New York, on July 21, 1996: 

I 
Dcu+Tu CI.sab “11 

on a boat with 
Itraveling-west under the PONQUOGUE 

llchunks" fall. 
hen &w rlares coming out of the sky and two 

They left a trail of smoke and appeared to be at 
least ten m iles off shore. 

southwest. 
The crash appeared 45 degrees from the bridge which was 

‘L-l Investtgrtion on j/21/96 at Hampton Bays, New York 

F$e?'%65A-NY-259028 
SA CARA .HOL,MEa'w 

by $ &ASON RANDAZZO 
Yl 

Date dictated 7/2 l/96 

dl ; This 
: 
cument contains netther Tecommendatlonr zor concluslcnj of :he FBI T: 1s the propert! of !he FBI and IS loaned IO your agene\ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription a/9/96 

nature of the interview, 
e interviewing igents and the 

he furnished the following information: 

in a boat m i: %  ~~~~~~-~o~~~d~~~~~~ed 
evening Jhly 17, 1996. 
bridge, 

They were on the southwest side of the 
approximately 100 yards from the United States Coast 

Guard Station, and two to three m iles from the Kismet Lighthouse. 

viewpoint. 
to the right of the Kismet Lighthouse from his 

than east. 
He estimated it was ten m iles offshore, more south 
He heard no sound and did not know what it was. 

) I, 
PI,. '='- .- . . . _ 

in\estlgatton on 7/22/96 L?;;. .., 
at Deer Park, New York -L-d: __- ,Lc 

aa9 
Fl!e * 265A-NY-259028'jtid c’c 3 ._ 

SAs JASON RANDAZZO/ 
55 +SpPHEN J. SHINER/JR/rdo Date dtctated 7/2 3/96 

I.’ r 

TLlS lecgnc?.t contains neither recommendattons.nor conclustons.of tbe FBI It IS the property of the FBI and is 1. a 
_.~_,. ._. - L, 1 . . . ‘k. .,l ~. . .I, .-... ,‘:*-... 

dssyp_u* agenc?f---.. _ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trrw4ptk 8/l/96 

were recontacted at the United 
Babylon, Township, 

at Robert Moses Park, 
New York, to obtain azimuth directions for 

their observations on July 17, 1996, of Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) t flight 800, which were reported in previous July 20, 1996, 
interview by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special 
Agent's SHINER AND RANDAZZO. They were taken out on the water in 
USCG Motor Boat number 44341, to the location of those 
observations where they reportedly provided information to 
Suffolk County Marine Bureau (SCMB), Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH, who took readings using a GPS 45 Personal Navigator 
and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also, present during the 
contact were the following individuals: Special Agent 
LYNCH, USCG Petty Officeri-h 

WILLIAM F. 

Seaman- 
Petty Officer 0 

The purpose of this and similCar information was to 
allow for future interpretation of this data. 

Investigation on 7/30/96 at 

File * 265A-NY-259028 
SA'S WILLIAM F. LYNd PETER CASAZZA, 

by PAUL SHEA (PS: smo) I!; 
O//U :: - -- - - . . . . - 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to ygs~r rlac); 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



Prooedeace: ROUTINE 

TO: New'York 

. ._ :.*-‘ 
Date: 10,14,1gg6 .:- -':-I 

Attar ASAC George Andrew i i : 1 ."'.. 
t )'.. ^. .I .-, _ .I ; 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Draft.6 Byt Bongardt Steven A:sa 

Case ID #:' 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: uNsuB(s) l - 

EXPLOSION%%VA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Sylaop8i8: Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

L 
3 

Rnolo8ure8: One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 

Details: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 
local. 

1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 

System (G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact. with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

l., LAT 
3(65 cut a59oaQ-C=I . 

40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 
.LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West aa? 

2. LAT- 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 



. 
f . . 

. ’ b - To: New York , * - Re: 265A-NY-259028, 
Herman Neil 

10/14/1996 

These‘locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a HANPAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector : 
Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. These 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. 'Stinger" missile system. The 

-.Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

2 
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PD402(iTcr. 2-1042) 
* 

-l- 
FEDEBALBUREAUOFINVESTIGATION 

This rend 
between July 20-30, 

*pg.was .based upon FBI interviews done 
1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 

observed a mflare-liken object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforejt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), 
evening of July 17, 

approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
1996. These various sightings had raised the 

possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 

'L 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the sp&s from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne-launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched.toward flight X 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH's rendering 'did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might belogically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy- Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

'Ll Iooestigrtioo 00 10/7/96 et Great River, N.Y. 
pucy 265 A NY 259028 

SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA 

a-4 
This d 

d 
ment cootrias neither r mendrtioos oar cooclusioos of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI l d is loaned to your rgeacy; 

it md i’ contents are n,ti to be distributed outride your agency. 



265 A NY 259028 
conth~rtkrofPDjOlof DEP. INSP. DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 

1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
- ', z 

:-..: : ;'g& 
suggests an area that should,logically be searched. .; q:,. . . . - . + 3 I 
2. 
sets 

A one page summary listing the eleven (11) .witnesses which 
forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 

the time of their sightings of a 
toward flight # 800. 

"flare-like" object rising up 
.._ 
3. Seven (7), more detailed pages, setting forth the names of 
the paired or individualwitnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed theDeputy Inspector MATULEWICH's actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. *F 

4. A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

'L 
plotted by Deputy Inspector WATUIEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SA8 LYWCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. - 

'-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

. 
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ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA' Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 &-* * 

Gentlemen: -- 
On Saturday, July 20,1996, T became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800 . . 

L 
The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising 
These 

immediately before the crash of TW.9 flight 800. 
locations are 

(LONG). 
indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 

In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed., 
Light, 

June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
published at Washington, D.C. 

Commerce, 
by U.S. Department of 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information. (to 
scale) provided by Robert .Doherty '*of the-Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA). All of this information ta-ken together indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight. 800 the "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

‘L.-l 1; I,AT 40’40.68’N LONG 072'40.66'W . 

aaW 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



b To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

September 18, 1996 
page 2 

2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W 

CENT 
The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE 

,t-,: : 5. 

AT A 
'ER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 

MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

-- 

‘L-l 
DSM:bm 

c)- ‘. ” 
~~~~M~e~LzIzz&~ 
Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

Enclosures 8 
-.- 



LAT 40'37.613'N 
LONG -073'15.742'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 0.98'. 

LAT 40'40.961'N 
LONG 073'00.221'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

LAT 40'45.104'N 
LONG 072'55.968'W 
Hand held magnetic corn's' wab~124'. 

-- 

LAT 40"45.745'N 
LONG 072'46.573'W 

u Hand held magnetic compass was 150' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

LAT 40'48.172'N 
LONG 072'45.321'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 152". 
Hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

LAT 40'49.187'N 
LONG O72'39..003'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 185". 
Hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

T,AT 40"50.295'N 
LONG 072"28.526'W. 

b Hand held magnetic compass was 225'. 
Hand heId magnetic compass was 3.23'. 



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS 
Marine Bureau, met with 
Island Coast Guard Station, Babylon, New 

the evenin 
800. The 

of 7 17/96, immediatelybefore the-crash of TWA flight 

4 
were 

Guard Motor 
taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 

1 e Boat #44341. . . - coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the hd'i'cated 
location as t 

that CG 44341 was in the exact 

Inspector 
6 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 

DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following *readings as 
indicated oh‘ his Garmin GPS 45: ‘LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

the location of the observations in relationship 
Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 

k on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

-. 



. .’ 

‘L 

On 7/29/96, at the request.'of SA.PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ,:--.-,.,.- .,'s -'i,- "%.f$JI 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department '^"?%$,t.~ 
Marine Bureau, met with 

6% 

Fire Island, New York. 
at Davis Park Marina, .-.--$g 

__ -1 mhad previously indicated that she had observed 
a "flare-lik$' 
7/17/96, 

object rising over the ocean, on the 
immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800 
hook D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the 

she made her observations on 7/17/96. 

When indicated that she was in the exact 
location she had occupied on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40*40.96~,"L0N~~073'00.221'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 

From this location 

location of her observations in rel 
water, and ttiKmagnetic bearing indic 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy _ 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL 
Marine Bureau, .met with 

unty Police Department .. 
at 

Bellport, New York. 
the Bellport Yacht, 

"flarmect rising 
had previously indicated that he had observed a 

over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight #800. 

returned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWTCH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEMICH by 

From this location 

location of his obserwio'ns, 
was the 

glow, 
starting with an object with a red 

which rose from east to west. 
with the red glow, 

The position of the object 
in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 

indicated to-D/T MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124". 

. . 



On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH -Suffolk Coun 
Marine Bureau, met with~I)in~afi~:::m~~~ 
Beach Marina, Fire Tslan , ew or . 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from a boat approximately. 
indicated to Deputy Inspector 

From the indicated area on the -dock; Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWTCH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.74%: 
also indicated to D/T MATULEWICH by 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

-- 

. . - 
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On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, I.' Deputy Inspector 
Department Marine Bureau, 

DOUGLA~etMAZA~~jndCountv;: 

Abbott's Hart's Cove Marina, East Morlches, New York. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

w were made from the dock behind 
indicated area .on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 
took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin, GPS 45: 
LAT 40'48.172'N, LONG 072'45.321'W. From this location also 
indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
the location of the 
dock, a Coast Guard A&!la.ry boat also docked on the dock, and to 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point. 

The magn&ic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand heldmagnetic compass was 152'. 

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole 
b hand held magnetic compass was 160'. indicated on the 



. 
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O n 7/20/96, at the request of SA W ILLIAM F . LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW ICH, Suffolk  County Police ". .--I I 
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 

-  ; t;:.:,:y  .++q$ 
.&W e.' . - -s -z  

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the W esthampton Beach High School, New 
York. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW ICH was that the 
observations  on 7/17/96 of T W A FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the W esthampton 
From the .indicated area 

W R ish:: 
in the school's  parking lot, Deputi 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW ICH took  the following readings  as 
indicatedon his  G arminGPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W . 
From this  location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations  in relationship the 
several telephone polmtih'ich were used as a reference points . 

The magnetic  bearing to the left s ide of the observations  
indicated on'D;/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic  compass was 185'. 
The magnetic  bearing to the r ight s ide of the observations  
indicated on D/T MATULEW ICH'S hand held magnetic  compass was 187'. 
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, ,Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL -- : .:-. yi;$ij.- 
Marine Bureau, met with ~(luffolLn~~a~~ .' -~ .~~.:'...~~- 

New Yor . 
Spellmans Marine and were taken out on 

to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. 
DOUGLAS 

7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
were made from a boat as 
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

. . 
From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 

Tnspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. took the following readings as 
indicated on his GarminGPS 45: LAT 40’50.295’N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location a@!%? i'ndicated to D/I MATULEWICH by w 

as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
his own boat and a Coast Guard ,44 foot Motor Life Boat 

which was ope?ating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from 

'L 
,,,,,,,,uSK~2 observation It1 the magnetic bearing in ica e on 

hand bearing compass was 225'. Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 
held magnetic compass was 223'. .' 

. . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/9/96 

1, Ddte of Birth,= 
Deer Park, New Yo: 

, was contacted. adGised of the 
ldentitles of the 

After being 

interview, 
interviewing Agents and the nature of the 

he furnished the following information: 

as in a boat with his son 

boats around them near the 

mn He said to 
as in the back of the anchored boat facing east. 

'LA 
lULook at the fireworks-l' 

that did not look iike a flare to him, 
He saw something 

tail with red sparks coming out. 
it had a continuous red 

He did not hear any sound. He 
thought he saw two of these "red tails" go up into the sky. 
his position on the boat, 

From 

Lighthouse. 
they went up to the right of the Kismet 

He saw them as they came by the lighthouse. 

urther described the "red tails" he saw. 
were seen They 

as they came by the lighthouse. It 
appeared that there were two of them, two seconds apart. 
had a trail, but there was no bright glow at the front. 

They 

tail" appeared to be ahead of the other one, moving 
'd 

from 
left to his right. m  
orange light. 

Then all of a sudden there was a brig 
They appeared to be in the air for five to six 

seconds before the bright light. From his viewpoint, the light 
appeared "twenty feet over the lighthouse", to the right. He 
assumed the tails had to come from a boat. 
had to be high. 

They had a trail, -and 
The tails had curved to the south as they rose. 

‘2 

‘?.‘-.-’ cc? 
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‘u 
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Intesllgallon on 7/22/96 or Dee; Pr! a k!; New York- . 
a/* 

d r 
2.65A-NY-259028-AL/g PT 3 C- 

Ftle m  

SAs JASON RANDAZZO/ 
b)'/?GTmEN J. SHINER/JR/rdo 

7 
Dare dictated T/22/96 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trusoriptioa 8/l/96 

were recontacted at the United 
at Robert Moses Park, 

New York, to obtain azimuth directions for 
their observations on July 17, 1996, of Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) t flight 800, which were reported in previous July 20, 1996, 
interview by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special 
Agent's SHINER AND RANDAZZO. They were taken out on the water in 
USCG Motor Boat number 44341, to the location of those 
observations where they reportedly provided information to 
Suffolk County Marine Bureau (SCMB), Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH, who took readings using a GPS 45 Personal Navigator 
and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also, present during the 
contact were the following individuals: Special Agent 
LYNCH, USCG Petty Officera-h 

W I&AM F. 

- Seaman- 
Petty Officer 0 

The purpose of this and simillar information was to 
allow for future interpretation of this data. 

‘d 
Investigation on 7/30/96 Al Babylon sY3 
File * 265A-NY-259028 

SA'S W ILLIAM F. PETER CASAZZA, 
by PAUL SHEA (PS:smo) , ' 1-1 Date dictated 

o/M :. /I 1 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your raeacy: 

it and its contents arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 



Prooadenea: ROUTINE D&at 10/14/1996 

SA Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

, : .~ 

Drafted By: Bongardt Steven A:sa 

Cane ID #:' 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: uMSuB(S) l - 

EXPLOSION%%A FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsi8: Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 3 
Bnclosures: One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douulas S. 
Watulewtih. Suffolk County Pofice Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning-witness flare sighting plots. 

Dotail8: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 
local. 

1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
Deputy Inspector ,Matulewich used a Global Positioning 

System (G.P.S.) device to ascertain- the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a-U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior 'to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same-following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

g&&u+ as9oa8<=) .. 
1, LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

.LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West aIs?p 
2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 



. t m 63 'P 
l 

. ’ b - To: New York From: 
l w 

m Re: 265A-NY-259028, 

’ ,a 
Herman Neil 

10/14/1996 
E 

These-locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a WAD launch tube or "Stinger" eject motor for .?L * 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. -_. 

Deputy Inspector 
Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area ::. 'X[s -, Z.‘ ._ 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be -....,: _* 
searched. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. These locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. "Stinger" missile system. The ,-Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

2 
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‘L-l FEDERAL BbICEAU OF INVESTIGATION 1>.% .;i. 

. I . . . _ -, , I :.:; ‘.-*.I .;, T-i;, ..I _.... - ., C.f. 

On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SM) WIufAM F, -:-:."'?-'+$-j 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of .. .<.:~.t:-:-. _ : : _._. 

c Investigation (FBI), obtained from Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS.8. 
WATULEwLgr. of the SUffplk -Palice Department (SCPD)-Marine 
Bureau, the below.listed items all connected to ,a compass- 
hart rendering Inspector WATULRWICH had done regarding TRANS 

:ORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

This rend 
between July 20-30, 

*@g-was based upon FBI interviews done 
1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 

observed a "flare-like" object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforejt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH8s rendering 'did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be-logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

k Iaoestiprtion on 10/7/96 at Great River, N.Y. 
pue# 265 A NY 259028 

SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 
by SA PETER C. CASAZ_ZA- Date dictated lo/y/96 

aas4 
ment coatrim neither t mcndrtiona nor coacludonr of the FBI. It is the property of tbc FBI md ia loaned to your agency; 
contents are n,oC to be distributed outride your qency. 
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265 A NY 259028 __ i-i z;'* 
Conthrtbm ot P1h202 of DEP. INSP. DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 

1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should.logically be searched. 

:+&> 
:.. - . A.*., . . : f.‘. . -., 

A one page summary listing the eleven (11) .witnesses which 
i' -- 

2. 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a 
toward flight #.SOO. 

Nflare-likem object rising up 

- 
3. Seven (7), more detailed pages, setting forth the names of 
the paired or individual witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed theDeputy Inspector MATULEWICH'S actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. --. 

4. A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 
plotted by Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH showing the resultant 

'u intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector IYATULEWICH, 
and which IYATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. - 

-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 



ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

@  

.) 

“? 

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 

c3 
3 ‘2. :;- 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA' Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 c1* - 

Gentlemen: -- 
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

'k-A witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like 
object rising 
These 

immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
locations are 

(LONG). 
indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 

In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number12353 (17th Ed., 
Light, 

June l3/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
published at Washington, D-C. by U.S. 

Commerce, 
Department of 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale) provided by Robert Doherty '-of the-Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA). All of this information taken together indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight: 800 thn "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

‘l.l 1. -tAT 40'40.68'N T,ONG 072'40.66'W 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



'L/ To: SA Peter Casazza September 18, 1996 
_..a. .<' & ..' 

SA William F. Lynch 
‘ ..f$$ 

. . . ..-- 
SA Paul Shea 

page 2 i 
,,.I' . . ..I - -/. 

.,- * <;y. _._I. .*. 
2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile.. The 
possibility exists.that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. . 

DSM:bm 

Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

Enclosures 8 
.-m 

. . 

,:c;: 
::. . -a 



LAT 40'37.613'N 
LONG.073'15.742'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 0.98'. 

LAT 40'40.961'N 
LONG 073'00.221'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

LAT 40'45.104'N 
LONG 072'55.968'W 
Hand held magnetic co-is' was-124'. 

-- 

LAT 40'45.74S'N 
LONG 072'46.573'W 

'Li Hand held magnetic compass was 150' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

LAT 40'48.172'N 
LONG 072'45.321'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

LAT 40'49.187'N 

Hand held magnetic compass was 185". 
Hand held magnetic compass was 187". 

T,AT 40"50.295'N 
T,ONG 072"28.526'W 

L Hand held magnetic compass was 225'. 
Hand heId magnetic compass was 223'. 



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy .. 
Inspector DOUGLAS 
Marine Bureau, met with 
Island Coast Guard Station, Babylon, New 

theywindlll(lChad .previously indicated that 

the evenin 

s 

"flare-like object rising over the ocean on 

800. The 
of 7 1'7/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight 

were 
Guard Motor 

taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 
1 e Boat #44341. . . - coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 

observations on 7/17/96. 

When the hd$cated.that 
location as t 

CG 44341 was in the exact 
6 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following *readings as 
indicated oA‘ his -Garmin GPS 45: ‘LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

the location of the observations in relationship 

'L 
Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 

on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 



On 7/29/96, at the request'of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with 
Fire Island, New York. 

at Davis Park Marina, 

had previously indicated that she had observed 

$/17/96, 
ct rising over the ocean 

immediately before the crash of TWA 'flight 800 
took D/I MATULEWICH to the location 

r observations on 7/17/96. 

When - indicated that she was 
location she had occupied on 7/17/96, 

in the exact 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 

MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.964+,"iONG 073'00.221'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 

From this location 
was the 

location of her observations in relationship to the beach and 
water, and the-magnetic bearing indicated 'on.D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 

c 



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL 
Marine Bureau, met with 

unty Police Department "'-' 
at 

Bellport, New York. 
the Bellport Yacht, 

"flar!ect rising 
had previously indicated that.he had observed a 

over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight #800. 

returned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 

From- this location 

location of his obser&io'ns, 
was the 

glow, 
starting with an object with a red 

which rose from east to west. 
with the red glow, 

The position of the object 
in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 

indicated tcDD/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 



.* 

. . 
. . 

On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL 

Marine Bureau, 

indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. 
From the indicated area on the -dock; Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40*45.745&N: LONG 072'46.573'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 



. 
. . .- . 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA 

were made from the dock behind 
ed area 'on the dock, 

took the following readings as 
LA-T 40'48.172'N, 

indicated on his Garmin GPS 45: 

indicated to D/I 
LONG 072'45.321'W. From this locbtion also 

the location of the 
dock, a Coast Guard 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a referenc; point. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicatedon D/I MATULEWICH'S hand heldmagnetic compass was 152'. 

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole 
b hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

indicated on the 

. . - 



. . c . c . 

On 7/20/96, at the request of.SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County PO 1 ice 
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 

‘,. ,:'.":.~~'.~~~ 

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
. .2:> 

York. 3 -++' 
;a+ 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton w::fe 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
in'dicated on his GarminGPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone pol&%h'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left Side of the observations 
indicated onT/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 



. - 
. c *, : . 

east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 
. . 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. took the following 

Deputy 
readings as 

indicatedon his GarminGPS45: LAT 40”50.295’N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location aec? indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 

as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
his own boat and a Coast Guard ,44 foot Motor Life Boat 

which was opefating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from 
observation tl the magnetic bearing 

L hand bearing compass was 225'. 
in .,,..,,,"iKk ica e 

Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 
indicated on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 
held magnetic compass was 223'. 

. . - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/26/96 

purpose of the interview. He 
information: 

then provided the following 

On July 17, 
and 8:45 PM 

1996, at dusk, between approximately 8:30 
,-as in a 

Moriches Inlet. 
fishing boat in the west cut of 

At that time ,y his companions'decided to 
return to the dock and t e boat was headed back to SENIX MARINA. 
While standing in the boat, they turned their bodies toward the 
horizon and pulled the anchor into the boat. As they did this, 
they were facing in a south-southeast direction over the corner 
of the west cut of Moriches Inlet. -looked up and saw a 
cloud-like object already suspended in the air. 
dark gray on the bottom and whitish on top. 

The object was 

something like a tornado, 
The object looked 

narrow at the bottom and white on top. 
The object had fanned outward like a mushroom. -did not 
hear any noises. The stereo was playing in the boat while he 
observed the object. 
evening. 

-had not consumed any alcohol that 

had never heard of or seen a boat named 

Investigation on 07/21/96 ” at East Moriches, New York 

265A-NY-259028 
SA JOHN S. HUI, FBI 1 
SA KEVIN KELLEHER, BAT$&H:hrg) Date dictated 07/21/96 

This document contains neither recommendations nor cowAusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is lo& to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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fire on the water. On July 17, 1996eadvised she did not 
observe any other details. 

. 
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1996, lust before the crash of TWA Flight #800. 
on the evening he di@  observe something strange, 
LYNCH to the soot mere he observed it, he provid 
information. - 

-y.- 

BURJZ 

tow 

-I-- 

:AUOFINVESTIGATION 

Date oftnwipth 

On the evening of July 

his cousin 

8:15, but stated that he was not wearing a watch, and that the 
above time"s are his best estimate. 

--- walked out of the water, and stood on the sand 
to stretch. He was at the water's edge, and was standing 
directly in front of the last (western-most) steps of the 
boardwalk at Smith Point Park Beach. 

As he learned back to stretch, his eye caught a jet 
plane in the sky, off to his left, and moving eastward. At the 
same time, he saw, off to his right, a "green flash" rising up, 
and going-toward the plane. The l'flash" was far out in the 
ocean, was rising from the west, was also travelling east, and 
was behitid the plane. 

While standing at the exact same spot, and'asked by SA 
Lynch to demonstrate with his arms, the positions of bc$h the 
plane and the "flash", -did so, and SA Lynch , noted that 

ositions basically described a 90 degree angle with 
to position at the shoreline. This sketch was shown to 

In\ estlpatlon on 7/24/96 

F,Ie$ 265A-NY-259028 

at Smith Point Park, New York 

J '7. 3w 

b! SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH \) Date dxtated 
tk’ 0 
1 

This document contains neither recommendarlons nor conclusions of the FBI. It IS the property of the FBI and is 

it and IIS conrents are nor to be dwibuted outside your agency. .: . -.G 
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265A-NY-259028 
~nuauon of FD-302 of 

v , who stated that it was a reason 
ne positions of both the plane and the "flash" when he saw thbm. 

plane P 
erther the plane 

ktated that he did not follow the pr&& 
or the "flash", and seemed to recall 't 

tent through some clouds. 
shortly after this, 

He returned to the water? 
departed the beach with his family. '-"'LL -- 

not see any explosion or later Uglow", 
concession, 

on the plane, 
and saw nothing falling from the sky. 

heard no , -' :L,.$ 
He stated that at the time, he did not attach any significance to his 

about the crash ( 
observation, and $kd*nbt until later that night, when he heard 

lf TWA flight #800. . * ,$ 
:ed that later, he had discussed this with his . . .i 

' and that after she had been interviewed mother 
Lynch itee had come home 
interview. He stated that his cousin 
both the plane and the "green flash". 

nu him back 
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sate d trwaiptiom 7/29/96 

. 
- - On July 29, 1996, SAS W illiam F. Lynch, Peter C . 

*asa&?%hd Paul Shea, FBI, received from  Deputy inspector 
- DOUGLAS WATULEWICB and VINCENT TERWINE, Suffolk county Police 

Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MTULEWICB and 
TERWINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, 
Bureau, 

and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 

Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The purpose of this endeavor wc1s to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings m ight indicate a site 
or general area from  which the aformentioned "flare" m ight have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
@ @ flare" seemed to adjust its own course; an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; 
the ocean. 

and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 

tvrtipatioa on 7/20-29/96 at 

qfle# 265 A  NY 259028 

EAST MORICHES, N.Y. 

I4 4sa 
. i 
' ! 'L 

SA W ILLIAW F. 
1 

LYN ._. 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PA&HEA Datedictated 7/29/96 : 

OG9Y /qf ,. ‘. ‘,< -. 
Tbtr docameat contains neither remtttn~drtforr aor eorchrsionr of tbc FBI. It is the property of the FBI &a ia loaned to your 88-m 

:‘.... 
‘.:;: 

it and its coattut are not to be dbtributed outride your agency. 
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sites 
Listed below are the names of the witnesses and the 

they occupied at the time they observed either bA flight # 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. to% 429’ 

Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westhampton, L.i. 3b3 

Dock on marina at Great Gun @/\ 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, bl)% 
L.I. 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,.. directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. b-R 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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A t each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Garm in Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Te,rm ine, the following 
results were obtained: 

. 
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FEDERALBUREAUOFII&SIIGATIoN 

Island, 

t Moriches,~~i~ 
Center 

re surfing in the area of Smith 

They arrived by boat 
Long Island, west of Moriches Inlet. 

i/ 
and moored on Moriches Bay. They observed 

what appeared to be a 19 foot center console boat approximately 
200 yards from shore. The boat could have been a WProline.H 
This boat was occupied by two males with dark hair. 
appeared to be in their thirties. 

Both 

stripes on the boat. The two males 
They further described green 

on the boat were not fishing. 

of 
mnd - egan their walk to the north shore 

PM. 
Smith Point Park, arriving at their boat at approximately 8:30 

At about this time they observed what looked like a flame 
rising up over the Atlantic Ocean, then arching in an easterly 

They then reported seeing a flash of bright liuht direction. 
followed by 
engulfed in 
behind sand 

a large red and orange fire type glow. %wo it&s 
this fiery glow were falling down, disappearing 
dunes in the horizon. 
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‘L 

Date of lrwcrlptlon 7/22/96 

#,&rmting on July 17 1996 According to 
hey were with thr;e o&r individuals at 

o c ock on Wednesday evening, July 17, 1996. 
They were surfing by Great Gun beach in 
Moriches inlet. A t approximately 8:30 
that the visibility we: pretty good an 
They saw what appeared to be a flare being fired from  a boat iA 
the bay. They stated that the flare did not appear to be an 
ordinary flare, 
fireworks, 

and it could have been something like a 
but the burst at the end of the flare seemed pretty 

unusual. It was not a normal boat flare that they are used to. 
They said the flare disappeared into black smoke behind a dune 

/ 
and it burst pretty low over the horizon. The boat that these 
individuals thought that the flare came from  was a Pro-line 
center console occupied by two males white, thirty year 
This boat was approximately two hundred yards away from  
and-while they were surfing, but they could not t 
far away it was from  them when they s;tw the flare being fired. 
They said these males did not appear to be fishing and seemed to 
just be sitting in the boat. 

incident ;;B  and-stated that another unusual 
approximately 8 o'clock that night, when a 

small single engine plane (perhaps yellow in color) flew west 
approximately fifty feet over the water and then disappeared. 
Approximately twenty m inutes later at about 8:20 p.m. the plane 
came back from  the other direction again very row over the water. 

"~2)~~~~~dd~~~h~~a~~~~~a~~ what appeared 
other explosion or burst of light. 
that they heard about the TWA disaster 
stated that when they saw this flare 

".wq&g;~;* 1: 
go u 

from  the dock on the bay side of the barrier beach. All the 
passengers in the boat were sitting facing south and the boat was 

rvaturtiom on 7/2 O/9 6 1t ‘i-l 
New York, New York (telephonically) 

pile # 265A-NY-259028 C'T - (,, 

by SA ROBERT BENDETSON/evs 
@w 

Data dktacod 7/2 O/9 6 

Tbh documat cataim neither recommcndrtio~~ loI oorclruioos of tbr FBI. It L the property of the FBI ud ir Imud to yaw alacy; 

it and its contents rre not to be distributed outdde your agency. 
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headed in a northerly direction. 
side of the boat while they were 

The flare appeared on the left 
pulling away from the dack- 

B, date of birth, 
4¶oriches, NewAt 
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D8tcdtmmcriptioo 7/21/1996 

his observations on July 17, 
flight 800 and/or 

1996 of Trans World Airlines (TWA) 
@@a flare" which were reported in previous 

interview by New York Police Department (NYPD) officers Nick 
Garcia and Fred DeLuca. -was taken to the location of 
those observations at Great Gun Beach, NY, Brookhaven Township, 
NY, where he provided information to Suffolk County Marine Bureau 
(SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich and Police Officer 
Vincent Termine, who plotted readings using a GPS 45 Personal 
Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also present 
during this contact were the following individuals: Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) - Special Agent (SA) Paul Shea, SA 

'\i' 
Peter C. Casazza, SA William F. Lynch; SCWB Sergeant Charlie 
Gerlach; New York Police Department (NYPD) - Detective Nick 
Garcia and Detective Fred DeLuca; 
(DIN 

Defense Intelligence Agency 
- Senior Intelligence Officer Robert A. Doherty; and 

Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst Thomas F. LeBlanc. 

The purpose of recording this and other similar 
information was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

=A-NY-%go~ q _ 
S&MCHEO *. I'13FxEo 

- -m . *- _- + 
'u 

blveaiguion on 7/20/1996 .t Great Gun Beach, 4E 
Fhf 265A-NY-259028 j.\iiG i i39d 

. ; ;"*> 

SAs WILLIAM F. LYNCH, 
by PETER C. CASAZZA, PAUL SHEA (PS:iaw) 

-F+ :*: 
lbirdocu~col*rluncitb8r ~~wrcoocbuioudrhcpBI.~tir(hsofcbswIrrdL~#~~~ ,; .: :: 

'-9 itudPc~rremttobedimtribuUouuidtyour~y. 
- 
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Date of transcription 

7/25/96 

On July 20, 1996, Special Agent (SA) WILLIAM F. LYNCH, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), interviewed- 

I- a white male, who resides at 
Center Moriches, New York. 
the sightings of a "flare"' 

-was interviewed regarding 
he observed rising from the ocean, in 

the vicinity of Smith Point Outer Beach, 
on July 17, 1996. He advised as follows: 

at approximately 8:30 PM 

\--and his friend- were surfing 
from approximately 7:00 pm to 8:15 pm, at the above beach, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996, and were approximately 100 feet off 
shore. While surfing, 
fiberglass boat, 

they noticed a white "PRO LINE" type 
which appeared to be 19 - 20 feet in length. 

This boat was approximately 300 feet further out in the water, 
making it approximately 400 feet from shore. The boat was 

'b 
occupied by two dark haired white males, who were not fishing, 
and, noted the boat was not anchored. 

At approximately 8:15 pm, and his friend _ 
-stopped surfing, departed the beach, and began to make 

their way to "Great Gun Beach" marina, which was directly north 
of where they had been surfing, and in the general vicinity of 
where the aforementioned boat had been. 

The "flare" was rising just to the left of the flag 
pole on Great Gun Beach, 
toward the ocean, 

as one views that flag pole, looking 
while standing on the marina dock. 

The "flare" went straight up, 
black smoke, assumed if had burned out. 

and- seeing 

stated that he has been "around the water," 
all his life, and has seen many flares. He described this flare 
as larger than usual, 
than usual. 

and noted that it also climbed more steeply 

Investigation on 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conditions of the FBI. II is the property of the i.slolnedtoyouragency; 
I .t.> 4 1.. \n,> ,... .%.. “, . :, t>. I...~r.l.,,,>.l .rqrcirie \“‘,V .jl.f!.i‘\ 
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feet over the water. 
returning, 

At 8:05 PM, he recalLed that same plane 
now flying easterly, along the beach. 

First Name Unknown 
%lso recalled that a woman named 

Center Moriches, 
(Fmswho resides o 

"flare" 
New York, had also seen the above-described 

at: the same time he had. He recalled that 
phoned her information in to Channel 7 TV News. 

_ had 

:, .( 
.,?.S 

‘. ’ 
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WI 

Date af tramcriptiom 7/29/96 

. . On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
:Xasazza?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
. DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERWINE, Suffolk county Police 

Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs WATULEWICB and 
TERWINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The purpose of this endeavor w~%s to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flarew might have 
been launched. 

c 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flaregq launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flare@' seemed to adjust its own course: an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; 
the ocean. 

and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 

:; :. :+: 
z . . 

,&lvutigation on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICBBS, N.Y. 

F~I~IY 265 A NY 259028 I- @Ia . . ' ! : L 
I 

SA WILLIAM F. LYNC \_ 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PA&%BA Datedictated 7/29/96 

Ff 
_. 

'.. 

OG9Y . . 
I. .= 

This document cantah neither recommsadrttonr aor coacl~~ciottr of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI md ia k&d to your agael; 
,,: v. 

‘:.-’ 
;t and its contents are not to be distributed outride your agency. 
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Listed below are the names of the witnesses and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either bA flioht # 
800, or the nfl&elV which appeared to rise, to meet it. - - 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. I.043 4zP 

Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westhampton. L.i. 3b3 

Dock on marina at Great Gun H\ 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, b% 
L.I. 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,.. directly in front of b@ 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. 

bR 

‘L-1 
B USEQ: 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
?aval compass and a Garmin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Te.rmine, the following 
results Were obtained: 

ii 

06 fr5 



‘L 
Preaedenae: ROUTINE 

Tot New York 

10,14,1gg6 ..*_ 
Dater :-.: :.I 

Aen ASAC George Andrew ,. ;. 1. . ,c... 
- - +:.~ _ '_I 

SA Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Drafted By: Bongardt Steven A:sa 

Ca8e ID #:' 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: uwSuB(S) l . 

EXPLOSIONi&%WA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

8ynop8is: Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

Rnalo8ure8: 

3 
4% 

Detail8: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analyst8 from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearing8 from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 
local. 

1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
Deputy Inspector.Matulewich used a Global Positioning 

System (G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U.S. Department 'of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

'L-l 
1. LAT 

s(b.~cw as9o=-c=) 
40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

.LONG 672 degrees 40.66 minutes West as 
2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minute8 West 



. 
f a P 

l 

- To: 43 
, II 

a ’ b  New York Prom: Herman Neil 
l I 

m Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 

These-locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a HANPAD launch tube or 'Stinger' eject motor for +I . 
acoustic side-scan sonar and pO88ibl8 recovery. 

: .-: 
Deputy Inspector ,,.. ..;$.& 

Matulewich strongly recommended that these location8 and an area 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these location8 be ::T;‘ .: 
searched. 

These location8 are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. These 
locations are just Outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. 'Stinger" missile system. The 
Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

c 

2 



Investigation (FBI), obtains 
I4ATuWD s 
Bureau, the below.listed items all connected to a cornpa- 

mdering Inspector BATULEWICB had done regarding TRANS. 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

This rendwag-was-based upon FBI interviews done 
between July 20-30, 1996 of .eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a @Uflare-likel@ object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforejt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), 
evening of July 17, 

approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
1996. These various sightings had raised the 

possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICR had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-btirne.launch area 
from which a missile might have been 1aunched.towar-d flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH's rendering 'did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy- Inspector WATULEWICH this date, were: 

Iaoestigrtion on 10/7/96 8t Great River, N.Y. 
pileg 265 A NY 259028 

SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA _ 

aas4 
This do 

it 
meat contains neither r mendatioor oar cooclusfoos of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI md is kmed to your rgmq; 

it and i’ contents arc n,p to be distributed outside your agency. 
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contimartiom ob~o-M2of DEP. INSP. DOU&S MATULEWICB 

-a 
1. A two page letter inwhich he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should.logically be searched. 

: .++$$ ._ i .'.d,. ..* -;'+?.' 
. . :' ._ -: ,$ 

2. A one page ~summary listing the eleven (11) ‘witnesses which 
:.-,... -- 

sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a 
toward flight X.600. 

@'flare-liken object rising up 
.._ . 
3. Seven (7), more detailed pages, 
the paired or individual,witn.esses: 

setting forth the names of . 
the names of the FBI agents 

who interviewed thebeputy Inspector MATULEWICR's actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICB obtained as a result of,meeting with those 
witnesses. -7. 

4. A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICB showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULRWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. - 

-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

. _. 
&has 



ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EXl%JTlVE 

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 10, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA- Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 &-* - 

Gentlemen: -- 
On Saturday, July 20,1996, T became invoived in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

'u witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash of TW.9 flight 800. 
These locatmns are 
(LONG). 

indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 

with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D.C. by U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has be& plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 1.2353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale) provided'by Robert Doherty "of 
Agency (DTA). 

the-Defense Intelligence 
All of this information taken together indicate to 

me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 800 the "shooter" tiould have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

1: T,AT 40'40.68'N LONG 072'40.66'W 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

2. LAT 40'39.19'N 

. . ..I - -i. - ;‘. 
_.., , .*;.+$ .>I. 

- 

LONG 072'37.29'W 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for - the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. .- 

L-l 
DSM:bm 

Enclosures 8 

Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

-. 



LAT 40'37.613'N 
LONG 073'15.742'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 0.98'. 

LAT 40"40.961'N 
LONG 073'00.221'ti 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

LAT 40'45.104'N 
LONG 072'55.968'W 
Hand held magnetic coqa%$ was'-124'. 

LAT 40"45.745'N 
LONG 072"46.573'W 

'L.-i Hand held magnetic compass was 150' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

LAT 40'48.172'N 
LONG 072'45.321'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 160’. 

LAT 40"49.18?'N 
LONG O72'39..003'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

T,AT 40'50.295'N 
T,ONG 072*28.526'W 

'11 Hand held magnetic compass was 225'. 
Hand heId magnetic compass was 22.7'. 



On 7/30/96, at the 
Inspector DOUGLAS 
Marine Bureau, met 
Island Coast Guard 

mad previously indicated that 
"'-1. aaYY d0servea.a 
the evenin 

yrlare-like" 

800. The 
of 7 17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight 

4 

object rising over the ocean on 

were 
Guard Motor 

taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 
..- 1 e Boat #44341. 

coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the M hd$cated.that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800 
Inspec 'tar DOUG 

Deputy 
indica .ted oA' 

lLAS MATULEWICH took the following *readings 
'his -Garmin 

073'15 
GPS 45: I . 

by the 
'rom this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

to the w 'LAT 40'37.613'N, Lo;: 
#as the location of the observations in relation+in 

re Is1 
on D/I 

.and Light House and the magnetic bearing indip: 
Matulewi .ch!s hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 



. .a . . n’iprcr : ’ .’ ! ,! ..I 

On 7/29/96, at the request,'of SA.PAUL SHEA of the FBT- Dnt~&v 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. ‘-I --c--4 : 

Suffolk Cauntv Policn n -1epartment 
..‘.:“;. :.\ -.* 

- ----- 

Marine Bureau, met with 
Fire Island, New York. 

at Davis Park Marina, 
.=?*.yq$ . . _ . -! .:,;;\ 

had previously indicated that she had observed 
ct rising over the ocean, on the 

before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
TULEWICH to the location on the 

tions on 7/17/96. 

When 
location sm 

indicated that she 
on 7/17/96, Deputy 

was in the exact 
Inspector DOUGLAS 

MATULEWICH took the follow.jng readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96-, LONG 073'00.221'W. From this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH. by was the 
location of her observations in rel each and 
water, and thcmagnetic bearing indicated'on.D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy _ .:z 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL unty 
Marine Bureau, -met with 

Police Department '.-' -: t.,f$Jjj 
at the Bellport Yacht, 4: T.'. 

Bellport, New York. 
I d - 

"flar! 

--., ( 
had previously indicated that he had observed a - "- 

object rising over the ocean, 
7/17/96, 

on the evening of 
immediately before the crash of TWA flight #800. 

returned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40"45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. From- this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by l-/was the 
location of his obsert&ions, starting with an object with a red 
glow, which rose from east to west. 
with the red glow, 

The position of the object 
in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 

indicated to-D/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 

_. 

r 



On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL 
:.: .’ .::z. . . ,p. 

SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' ;. :/ii qj. 
Inspector DOUGLAS 
Marine Bureau, met 
Beach Marina, Fire 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MAT 
on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from a boat approximately 
indicated to Deputy Inspector 

From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin. 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.74!j&Nf 
also indicated to D/I 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

. . 



. 
. . .- . 

On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector I.'. ';$# 
Department Marine Bureau DoUGtA;et y;;wtndw;; 
Abbott's Har-t's Cove Marina, East oriches, New York. 

.A<; 
. . . . -:.s, 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA 

were made from the dock behind 
ed area 'on the dock, 

took the following readings as 
LAT 40'48.172'N, 

indicated on his Garmin GPS 45: 
LONG 072'45.321'W. From this locktion also 

dock, a Coast Guard Amla'ry boat also docked on the dock, and to 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 

Ld The magnetic bearing to the flag pole 
hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

indicated on the 

-. 

c 

das3 
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On 7/20/96, at the request of.SA W ILLIAM  F . LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police -' -2 ._., ;I > ---.I"; 
Departm ent M arine Bureau., m et with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 

.: -?.T; gfj 
. .g- 7 

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westham pton Beach High School, New 
York. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
m ade from  the parking lot of the Westham pton 
From  the indicated area 

-1:: 
in the school's parking lot, Deputi 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garm inGPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W . 
From  this location also indicated to D/I M atulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone pol+a'%h'ich were used as a reference points. 

The m agnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated onT/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held m agnetic com pass was 185'. 
The m agnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held m agnetic com pass was 187'. 



. 
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWm Suffolk Countv Palice 
M arine Bureau, m et with1 

1.. . 

6 esponded to Spellm ans M arine and were taken out ona 
oat to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indica 

D. 
ted to 

east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 
- 

F rom  the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicatedon his Garm inGPS,.45: LAT 40"50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W . 
From  this location a@&? indicated to D/I MATULEWTCH by 0 

-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of his own boat and a Coast Guard ,44 foot M otor Life Boat 
which was oper'ating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from  
\ / observation #1 the m agnetic bearing in 
L-J hand bearing com pass was 225'. Observation #2 the m agnetic bearing 

indicated on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand bearing com pass was 223'. 

indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from  this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

-. 
The m agnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 

held m agnetic com pass was 223'. '. 

. . 





DsaOftrrarripcioa T/25/96 

e of Birth 
were interviewed in 

1996 downing of TWA flight 800. 

‘ Moriches,msi 
des Center 

were surfing in the area of Smith 
west of Moriches Inlet 

They observed' 
w 200 yards from shore. approximately 

The boat could have been a "Proline." 
This boat was occupied by two males with dark hair. 
appeared to be in their thirties. Both 
stripes on the boat. 

They further described green 
The two males on the boat were not fishing. 

of 
mnd-began their walk to the north shore 

PM. 
Smith Point Park, arriving at their boat at approximately 8:30 

At about this time they observed what looked like a flame 
rising up over the Atlantic Ocean, then arching in an easterly 
direction. They then reported seeing a flash of bright light 
followed by a large red and orange fire type glow. Two items engulfed in this fiery glow were falling down, disappearing 
behind sand dunes in the horizon. 

lgation on 7/19/96 

File Y 265A-NY-259028 
Detective NICHOLAS 

at Center - 

GARCIA 

Mori 

by sergeant FRED DELUCA (FD:niB) 



r'D-302 (Rev 3-10-N) 

I/’ -l- 

FEDERALBUREAUOFINVESTIGATION 
- 

Due of ttaascrlptlott 7/22/96 

#@hi@d!&!;::~::y=:;e:::;, J:;;fl,::. 
ey were w ith three o&r individuals at 

They were surfing by G reat Gun beach in 
Moriches inlet. At approximately 8:30 
that the visibility w-": pretty good an 
They saw what appeared to be a flare being fired from a boat iA 
the bay. They stated that the flare did not appear to be an 
ordinary flare, 
fireworks, 

and it could have been.something like a 

unusual. 
but the burst at the end of the flare seemed pretty 

It was not a normal boat flare that they are used to. 
They said the flare disappeared into black smoke behind a dune 
and it burst pretty low over the horizon. The boat that these 
individuals thought that the flare came from was a Pro-line 
center console occupied by two males white, thirty yea 
This boat was approximately two hundred yards away from 
and -while they were surfing, but they could not 
far away it was from them when they s;iw the flare being fired. 
They said these males did not appear to be fishing and seemed to 
just be sitting in the boat. 

stated that another unusual 
o'clock that night, when a 

yellow in color) flew west 
water and then disappeared. 

Approximately twenty minute8 later at about 8:20 p.m. the plane 
came back from the other direction again very Iow over the water. 

"~~~~~~~~~dd~~h~~a~~~~~~~ what appeared 
other explosion or burst of light. 
that they heard about the TIVA disaster 
stated that when they saw this flare 

It*w~w;~t.bL z 

go u 
from the dock on the bay side of the barrier beach. All the 
passengers in the boat were sitting facing south and the boat was 

.& ,vut~rtbr on f/20/96 rt New York, New York (telephonically) 

puc~ 265A-NY-259028 CC3 6 (,p 

by SA ROBERT BENDETSON/evs Date dictated 7/20/96 



’ D-302r (Rev. !l-15-83) 

265A-NY-259028 
Continuation of PD-301 

, on 7/20/96 .page 2 

headed in a northerly direction. The flare appeared on the left 
side of the boat while they were pulling away from the dock. 



FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

- 1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESIIGATION 

Dslc of tIamcliptioa 7/21/1996 .., .;:) 4 

\--Date/Place of Birth (D/POB)- 
Security Number 
enter Horiches, NY 
d to obtain 

azimuth directions for his observations on July 17, 1996 of Trans 
World Airlines (TWA) flight 800 and/or "a flare" which were 

:; s;+.. 
reported in previous interview by New York Police Department 
(NYPD) officers Nick Garcia and Fred DeLuca. -was taken to "‘ 
the location of those observations at Great Gun Beach, Brookhaven 
Township, NY, where he provided information to Suffolk County 

.j;: 
'- . 

Marine Bureau (SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich and 
Police O fficer Vincent Termine, who plotted readings using a GPS 
45 Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also 
present during this contact were the following individuals: 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) - Special Agent (SA) Paul 
Shea, SA Peter C. Casazza, SA William F. Lynch; SCMB - Sergeant 
Charlie Gerlach; NYPD - Detective Nick Garcia and Detective Fred 
Deluca; Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) - Senior Intelligence 
O fficer Robert A. Doherty; and Surface to Air M issile Armaments 
Analyst Thomas F. LeBlanc. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

by PETER C. CASAZZA, PAUL SHEA (PS:iaw) 
'% 

Ihted2q.g 7m 4 

lnvemigstion on 7/20/1996 so 

File I 
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FD-202 (Rev. 2-10-82) 

. . 

-l- 

FRDRRALBUREAUOPINVESTIGATION 

Date of trusdption 7/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
kCasazza?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
* DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 

Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight X 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flare" might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight P 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flaren seemed to adjust its own course; an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; 
the ocean. 

and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 

L-l 
wutigation on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICHES, N.Y. f 

~ilcr~ 265 A NY 259028 I@ 4qd 
I . i a I 'L 

I 
SA WILLIAM F. LYN 

by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PA%%iEA Date dictated 7/29/96 
06954 by 'r'. . . . . . :’ 

This document containa neither recommendrtioas ttor amclt~rions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is b& to your a~lacl: _ 
;t and its contents are not to be distribowd outside your agency. 
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265 A  NY 259028 
Continuationof~D-m2of COMPASS INTWECTIONS . On 7/20-29/96.~qe 2 

sites 
Listed below are the names of the witnesses and the 

they occupied at the time they observed either bA flight # 
800, or the "flarea which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. to43 4zf 

bv-4 
Westhampton, L.I. b4b 

Deck of Rogers Beach, b4l 
Westhampton, L.i. 3b3 

Dock on marina at Great Gun H\ 
Beach, S m ith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, b‘t% 
L.I. 

S m ith Point Park 
Beach,.. directly in front of b@ 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

F rom  his boat, approx. 1 m ile 
off shore from  Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. I& 

‘L wv USED: 
During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI DIA 

and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites whi&h the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 P M , on 7/17/96. 



265 A NY 259028 
continuation of FD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , On 7/20-29/96,Page 3 

At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Garmin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Termine, the following 
results were obtained: 

06 5% 



Preuedence: ROUTINE 

20% New York 
Date8 _: _ i: . s -10/14/1996 .- 

Attnr ASAC George Andrew . . :-,..:; .< 
; '. . __ ., _ ;.,s2".c. _ 'i, . . ; 

SA Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277 .:i 
. 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Drafted By: Bongardt Steven A:sa 

Case ID #:‘ 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: ulwuB(s) l - 

EXPLOSION%%A FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
ACT-IT-EID 

Bynopsi8: Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

'L-l 
3 

Enclorrures: One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 
C. Casazza and one report of 
Matuleuich Suffolk County PO 

uty Inspector Douglas S, 
e Department, Marine Bureau, 

concerning-witness flare sighting plots. 

Details: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions;' analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 
local. 

1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 

System 1G.P.S.) device to ascertain. the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U.S. Department 'of C6mmerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

'Ld 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior 'to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MMPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

1. LAT 
SbshN a9loa8~CI . 

40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 
.LONG 672 degrees 40.66 minutes West a%? 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 

~a~= _ . . . 



. ’ L * To: New York From: . I - Re: 265A-NY-259028, 
Herman Neil E 

10/14/1996 

These.locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a E@LNPAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for -5‘ acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector 
Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area . . . .$F: 

._. 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be -., .: 
searched. 

foreign 
These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 

which m 
MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 

,ight have been used against TWA Flight 800. These 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. 'Stinger" missile system. 

. Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful The 
modeling. 

. - 
44 

‘L 
2 

J4w 
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On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SW) WIfiLIAn Fe . -" -'++& 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of .' .-. :+:-".:T.:". 
Investigation (FBI), obtained from Deputy Inspector Dou~tA&,s. 
mv.of&&-SuffolkmPaline Denartment (SCPD)-Narine 

below.listed items all c0h-E 
Inspector RATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS 

WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

This rend 
between July 20-30, 

*@g-was based upon FBI interviews done 

observed a 
1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 

"flare-like@@ object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforeIt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), 
evening of July 17, 

approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
1996. These various sightings had raised the 

possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 

;w 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

E'ight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH's rendering -did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

u In*estQatbr on 10/7/96 It Great River, N.Y. 
pficr 265 A NY 259028 

SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA Date dicttted 1 o/7/9 6 

aall 
mat contrlas n&her I ions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of lhc FBI end b loaned to your rgawy; 
cooteats are n,oc to be distributed outride your tpency. 
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PD-$02a(R,3v.Il-lW3) 

265 A NY 259028 
cortimrtbmdPD30tof DEP. INSP. D&LAS &ULEWICH 

1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should.logically be searched. .*' * -; . . _. ._ ,- 
2. 
sets 

A one page kmmary listing the eleven (11) ‘witnesses which 
forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions 

the time of their sightings of a 
toward flight #'800. 

O @ flare-likeN object rising up 
. 

at 

3. Seven (7), more detailed pages, 
the paired or individual .witn.esses; 

setting forth the names of 
the names of the FBI agents 

who interviewed thePrr"&uty Inspector MATULEWICB~s actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. -F- 

4. A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

'b 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector BATULEWICH, 
and which MATULBWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. - 

-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

c 

I. 
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ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
CQUNTY EXECUTIVE 

’ COUNTY OF SUFFOLK e3 ;T’;.. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA.Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 cIg - 

Gentlemen: -- 
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

‘u witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
These locations are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
(LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D.C. by U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile 

flight 800 may be 
information (to 

scale) provided by Robert Doherty '-of the-Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA). All of this information taken together indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 800 thn "shooter" tiould have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

'Ll 1: T,AT 40'40.68'N T,ONG 072‘40.66'W 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



. 
. - :. .* 

- To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

September 18, 1996 
page 2 , 

2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE 
,jl.;J -..*: 

CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be' searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The; possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

*i-l 
DSM:bm 

ci* *.’ ‘- ’ 
gg~9M~e~kis?z.&” . 
Deputy Irkpector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

Enclosures 8 
-.m 



Hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

LAT 40'37.613'N 
LONG.073'15.742'W ‘. 1. ;i 

< 

LAT 40"40.961'N 
LONG 073'00.221'ti 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

LAT 40'45.104'N 
LONG 072'55.968'W 
Hand held magnetic co+&s wak"124'. 

-- 

3rd 

LAT 40'45.745'N 
LONG 072"46.573'W 

b Hand held magnetic compass was 150' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

LAT 40"48.172'N 
LONG 072'45.321'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 152". 
Hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

LAT 40'49.187'N 
LONG O72'39..003'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 185*. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

T,AT 40"50.295'N 
LONG 072"28.526'W 

u Hand held magnetic compass was 225'. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 3.23'. 



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy " 

theyw?fMt?t ~~%&%%~nth~~ 
the evenin 
800. The 

of 7 1'7/66, immediately before the crash of TWA flight 

4 
were taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 

Guard Motor 1 e Boat #44341. 
coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the m hdicated-that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following *readings as 
indicated oh'his ~Garmin GPS 45: 'LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

the location of the observations in relationship 
'u Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 

on D/I Matulewich!s hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

-. 

L 



. 
. .* * . 

On 7/29/96, at the request'of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ',!-.:.. '.z .!.'.' 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department .I.'% . \ G+ 
Marine Bureau, met with at Davis Park Marina, 

-*"?':'+,g: * 

Fire Island, New York. 
.^. 4;~;~:. 

had previously indicated that she had observed 

7/17/96, 
over the ocean, on the 

immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
ptook D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the 

sne made her observations on 7/17/96. 

When 
location soccupied 

indicated that she was in the exact 
on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 

MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96-,"EONG 073'00.221'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 

From this location 

location of her observations in relationship t 
was the 

the beach and 
water, and the-magnetic bearing indicated 'on.D/I &TULEWfCH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 

. . 



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL 
Marine Bureau, met with 

County Police Department '*. ' 
at 

Bellport, New York. 
the Bellport Yacht, 

"flarmect rising 
had previously indicated that he had observed a 

over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight.t800. 

..i. . 
;’ . 

breturned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWTCH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.104'N, LONG.072'55.968'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by m 

From- this location 

location of his obsertiions, 
was the 

glow, 
starting with an object with a red 

which rose from east to west. 
with the red glow, 

The position of the object 
in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 

indicated to-D/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 

-- 

_. 

c 

. . 



. .- . 
On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL 

Marine Bureau, 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations pn 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from a boat approximately 
as- indicated to Deputy 

From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy I'nspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.74!+N': 
also indicated to D/I 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

. . 



. 
. . .- . 

On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of fha 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICR. sllffnlt Pnarntv 
Department Marine Bureau, met with 
Abbott's Hart's Cove Marina, East 

Indicated to Deputy InsDector DOUGLAS MATTIT.IPwT~~w ~a= +h*+ +ha 
observations on 7/17/96-of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

--iii!!! 
WTCH 

mwere made from the dock behind their- ~~~-_ - -_- 
indicated area .on the dock, __-... 

Deputy Inspector DOUGLAg-MATULE 
took the following readings as indicated'on his Garmin P,DC A 
LAT 40'48.172'N, LONG 072'45.321'W. Prnm t 
indicated to D/I MATULEWICH byL 
the location of the observations ~___________ 
dock, a Coast Guard AM!La*ry boat also docked on=&; ---_- -__- __ 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a referen& point. 

3 dock. and tn 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole 
'b hand held magnetic compass was 160'. indicated on the 

-. 



. 

. 
c 

, 
. 

. 

On 7/20/96, at the request of.SA W ILLIAM  F . LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police 'I 
Departm ent M arine Bureau, m et with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westham pton Beach High School, New 
York. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
m ade from  the parking lot of the Westham pton eeach::f : 
F rom  the indicated -area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garm inGPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W . 
From  this location also indicated to D/I M atulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone polti%h'ich were used as a reference points. 

The m agnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated onp/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held m agnetic com pass was 185'. 
The m agnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand held m agnetic com pass was 187'. 

c 



-..- - _... -____ _.._ _ _. 
. . . r 

l . ‘. 
. 

On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, DePutv 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULF 
Marine Bureau, met with 

Marine and were taken out on- 
to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 

MATULEWICH was-that the observations.an 
7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 byp 
were made from a boat as the bf 

. . 

east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 
. . 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his GarminGPS45: LAT 40"50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location a@!&? indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 

-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of his own boat and a Coast Guard ,44 foot Motor Life Boat 
which was opeirating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from 
i observation #l the magnetic bearing in 
- hand bearing compass was 225'. Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 

indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

indicted to D/I MATULEWTCH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

. . 
The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 

held magnetic compass was 223'. ,. 

. . 

dass 
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‘k-l FEDERALBUREAUOFINVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/25/96 

regarding his observations of the evening of 7/17/96, regarding 
an explosion he observed in the sky. 
was interviewed by SA PETER C. 

On the first occasion he 
On the second occasion, 

CASAZZA and SA CAROL KAZMARECK. 
he was interviewed by the sam e agents, 

accom panied by ROBERT DOHERTY, Analyst, M issile and Space 
Intelligence Center, Redstone Arsenal, Alabam a, telephone (205) 
876-4545. The purpose of the second interview was to enable 
ROBERT DOHERTY to listen to M r. 
7/17/96. 

STURIALE's observation of 
W I 

1772 

M r.- s observations on the evening of 7/17/96: 

He related that he was fishing with his friend- @ @  
off of the east jetty of M oriches Inlet. He was at the 

f.LFtherest point of the jetty facing southwest. A t approxim ately 
3:30 P M , while surf casting he noticed out of his periphial 
-,vision what he thought was a flare to the southeast. It first 
appeared to him  at eye level and continued to rise upward from  
that point, at a fast rate of speed. It rose to a certain point 
and appeared then to curve southeast and slightly downward. 

He then saw a small flash or explosion and then a large 
explosion or fireball. 

The entire fireball then descended to the ocean suzface 
in two pieces, which were close together. 
t:hen the other. _ 

One piece being larger 
.A 

They continued to fish until a proximately 
observed m any boats and a helicopter hea .&ng out to the site nf f 

9:45 P M  ad &- ,.?~~?k!~~~ :*: “-y: ..:-‘L.- 
the explosion. When they returned to their truck t 

East M oriches 

lhs da;ument contains neither recommendations nor conclysions of the FBI. It IS the WI+% FBI ad iw 10 ywrw:“- .q 

11 .wd IL> ;\v.renrj drc nor IO he dirtrhtcd outside )our agency. . . . . . ;-A 
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P 2 

turned on the radio. 
in the Atlantic. 

They heard about a plane crash off Moriches 

but an explosion. 
They said to themselves that that was no crash, 

'aGz w close, 
stated that the fireball first appeared to e 

because the fireball was so bright. After the fireball 
hit the surface of the ocean he could not see it anymore. 
remained only a large cloud and trail of smoke. 

Them' .-.. 
He estimated 

that the fireball landed further then seven m iles from his 
location. He advised that the earth curves every seven m iles. 
This would put the crash location beyond his visual line of site. . 

He described the flare as red and orange in color, 
which did not leave a smoke trail. 

He observed this flare at approximately the 10 o'clock 
position from his position on the east jetty, designating the 12 
o'clock position as his standing at the jetty's point with his 
shoulders square to the shore line. 

He never saw the airplane. 
exploded after seeing the fireball. 

He presumed an airplane 
He estimates it was 

approximately five seconds from the time he saw the flare to the 
time that he saw the fireball. ..; :. : ‘V 2.: 

After the fireball fell into the ocean, it was 
approximately five to ten seconds and he heard a thunder or 
rumbling come over the water. 

He recalls a lot of boat traffic headed out towa 
crash site shortly after the fireball and also recalls a 2 
foot boat headed back into the inlet-around the same time, but 
cculd not recall specifics about'ae incoming boat. 

He related he did not call the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) that evening to report his observation 
because when he returned home and turned on the news there Weti'%? 
so many people calling in, he thought there must be plenty of ':"' 
witnesses. Then the next day when he was at work he spoke tg I-> 
friends about what he saw and they advised him to call the PB'I~,'.: 
So he called the next day on 7/18/96, and spoke to a female C&a 
Guard Lieutenant who took his name and telephone number. 

/773 
.-.r- A---- -. 



On 7/19/96, an FBI Agent named 
the Boston FBI Office, 

\w\ from 
and two male FBI Agents came to his work 

location to interview him. After speaking with him they 
requested that he go to the East Moriches Coast Guard Station to 
relate his observations. 

5ackground 

Name: 
Date of Birth: 

Social Security Account Number: 
Home Address: 

Telephone: 
Employment: 

Position: 

Fishing Friend: 
Home Address: 

Home Telephone: 



- I - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/,?/96 

KACZMAREK. 
Analyst, 

Also present during the interview was ROBERT DOHERTY, 

Alabama, 
Missile and Space Intelligence Center, Redstone Arsenal, 
telephone (205) 876-4545. 

-provided his observations of an explosion he 
witnessed on the evening of July 17, 1996. 

S OBSERVATIONS: 

Cn the evening of July 17, 1996, at a 
o.m., while surf cast 

jsttyofo 

fishing with his friend 
observed an explosion in the sky. 

H!m, 

riches Inlet at Cupsouge State Park, on a still night 
with gcod visibilit y, when he saw what he described as a small 
explosion 
'avel. 

or flare-iike shower of sparks a little above eye 
-- Then there was a large explosion or fireball. This 
fireball came down in a large stream until it reached the ocean 
surface. 
the 

It took approximately six (6) to eight (8) seconds for 
fireball to reach the surface. It was five-six (5-6) seconds 

iater that he heard a thunder-like sound coming across the water. 
Xe felt 
stated 

the fireball may have been thirty (30) miles away; but he 
it is hard to judge distance over water. What remained. 

for a while was a trail of smoke where the fireball had been. 

He never saw any plane.,- Only the small explosion or 
flare-like shower of sparks and the fireball. 

He and- both felt that they had witnessed a 
plane explode. .> 

They continued to fish until about 10 p.m., when they 
went to 
crash. 

their truck and the radio reports talked about a plane 
He did not call the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

I!-.\ :5t:catm kv 07/19/96 at East Moriches, New York 

F.:c = 265A-NY-259028 
SA PETER C. CASAZZ 

b! SA CAROL KACZMARE Date dictated 

I 
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that evening to report his observations because of all the 
witnesses there appeared to be already; being shown on the 
television news reports. 

related that there were about eight (8) boats 
in the inlet at the time the explosion occurred and then maybe 
r,wenty (20) boats went out of the inlet after the explosion. 

Date of Birth: 

Address: 

Telephone: 

3X-PV ions Employment: 

Position: Airplane Mechanic 

Years of Service: Ten and a half (10 l/2) years 

, 
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FRDERAL BUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tmnsaiptloa 7/29/96 

. On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
&asazza*?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
. DOUGLAS WATULEWICB and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 

Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
Witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICB and 
TERWINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flare" might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual @#flare@' launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flare@' seemed to adjust its own course: an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800: sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; 
the ocean. 

and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 

nvestig8tion on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICBES, N.Y. 
F&1, 265 A NY 259028 I- Lee)? 

. . i ' ‘ 'i 
SA WILLIAM F. 

I 
LYN 

by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PAESBEA Drtsdictrted 7/29/96 ; 

oc 9y Rff 
. . .‘. .I 

This document contdnr neither rcfommadrtioar nor amclusionr of tbr FBI. It is the property of the FBI a&t ir loued to your rnam .- 
;t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ContiauationofPD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS ,om 7/20-29/96. Pano 2 

sites 
Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 

they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the nflarel@ which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. rpcts 429 

Westhampton, L-1. 

Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westhampton, L.i. 3b3 

Dock on marina at Great Gun f& 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, @+a 
L.I. 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,.. directly in front of 61)o 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. bb3 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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ContinurtioaofPD-302of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS I On 7/20-29/96.Pagr 3 

At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
?aval compass and a Garmin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Te,rmine, the following 
results were obtained: 

. 

* 
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FEDERALBUREAUOFINVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 08/09/96 

ti3 

k Date of Birth (DOB) _ 
k-Middle Island, New 
-i was telephonically 
1 C. CASAZZA on July 31, 

?d of additional information he recalled regarding 
his recollections of the evening of July 17, 1996. 
1996, and advisE 

@ @ t 
advised that approximately one-half (l/2) hour 

prior to wi nessing the fireball explosion over the ocean he 
recalled a loud formula type boat leaving Moriches Inlet. What brought his attention to this boat was the fact that it was so 
loud. It sounded as if there were no mufflers on it. As it left the inlet, it was going very fast in a southerly direction. 

He estimated the boat was twenty-five - thirty (25-30) 
feet long and was dark in color, probably black. The boat had a 
small cockpit in the back and two male occupants. It had one or 
possibly two inboard motors. 

indicated that he-could not recall any further 

:z$~ing the loud, sleek, fast boat. 
0.9 friend, 

t.that he mentioned this to his fishing 
who was with him that evening and 

does not recall seeing the boat return to 
to them leaving at approximately 10:00 PM. 

BACKGROUND: 

Name: 

Date of birth: 

Social Security 
Account Number: 

'Q 
1"\~~:,~.3!,L,n on 
alis 

07/31/96 a1 M iddle, Island, New York (telephonically) 
F;:cr -265A-NY-259029 'st(a. CZ1, 

r x  

i : SA -PETER C. CASA'ZiA/hrg DZI!S J,;wtcd 08/05/96 
2 

;?// 
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Fishing Friend: 

Date of Birth: 

Social Security 
Account Number: 

Address: 

Telephone: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INWWI’IGATION 

Dare of tnnsc- 7/23/96 

a-\ Date of Birth- was 
contacted by Special Agent PETER C. CASAZZA and Detective GBRARD 
KIRK, 5th Squad, Suffolk County Police Department, regarding her 
observations of an explosion she witnessed in the sky over the 
ocean on the evening of July 17, 1996. 

~- -w related that she was visitins her in-laws at a 
summer condo they rented atA 
York, telephone number I 

On the evening of July 17, 1996 at approximately 8:30 
FM, she was walking out the sliding glass door onto the deck 

'b 
which overlooks the ocean when she noticed something in the sky. 
She then saw a huge fireball, which was a brilliant orange and 
red color with gray edges around it. Then there was another 
smaller second fireball. 

W ithin a few seconds, she hexd two large booms which 
shook the deck and rattled the ground. The fireballs became two 
large distinct smoke streaks falling to the ocean surface. 
Rumbling noises came over the water afterward. 

The streaks turned into a circular smoke column which 
eventually disappeared. At the top of the column was a small 
gray and white cloud. 

In a matter of m inutes after the fireball hit the water 
boats could be seen heading out in that direction. Then a 
helicopter could be seen headed out a while later. 

When the fireball reached the ocean surface, some 
irregular lights could be seen coming from  the surface, which 
moved along the surface in groups. This lasted for a few hours. 

BACKGROUND 

Name: 

iu rnvc*otion on 7/18/96 at Westhampton Beich, New York 

File I 265A-NY-259028 & : 
‘:$, 
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Date of Birth: 

Address: 
s 10010 

Telephone: 

Address: 
GJ,law- condo 

, New York 

Telephone: 

In-laws: 

Telephone: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trwaiptiaa T/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
*asazzx?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
' DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 

Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight X 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICB and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The purpose of this endeavor wms to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flare" might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of: sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flaregn seemed to adjust its own course; an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; 
the ocean. 

and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 

nvestigation on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICBES, N.Y. P 
Fjle# 265 A NY 259028 Id ed * . i ., ' I I 

SA WILLIAM F. LYN . 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PAESBEA Date dictated 7/29/96 _. 

0&9V by@- 
,. 

‘- .z .:..y 
This documat contains ndtba tecmnmadrtionr nor ronclusio~s of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI md is IoaaJ to your rlam .-... 
;t and its contenta are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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265 A NY 259028 
coatinurtioa of FD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS I On 7/20-29/96.~sg* 2 

sites 
Listed below are the names of the witnesses and the 

they occupied at the time they observed either kWA flight # 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

C East jetty, Moriches inlet. (p~i;5 129 

- Westhampton, L.I. 

Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westbampton, L.i. 3b3 

Dock on marina at Great Gun H\ 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, bL)% 
L.I. 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,.. directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. &KS 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 

naval compass and a Garmin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Termine, the following 
results were obtained: 

i 

06 91zZ 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcnption 07/L l/96 

ate of Birth (DOB- 
Quogue, New York, telephone 

by Special Agent PETER C. 
estigation (FBI) and 

Detective GERARD KIRK, 5th Squad, Suffolk County Police 
Department. In the early morning hours of July 18, 1996. 

had earlier contacted the FBI regarding a 
huge explosion she saw off the deck of her home overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean on the evening of July 17, 1996. 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 
P.m., she was standing and looking out her sliding glass door 
over the ocean. 
and calm. 

The evening weather conditions were very clear 
She described that the explosion she saw was at 

approximately the 1:30 position off her deck, designating the 12 
o'clock position as directly facing the ocean. 

She had first observed in her peripheral vision and 
object in the sky which she presumed was a plane she thought it 
to be at approximately 7,000 feet and one to two (1 to 2) miles 
out to sea. 

The next thing she knew she heard a very loud noise or ., 
boom and saw the plane explode into a huge orange and red 
fireball. After approximately five (5) seconds there was a break 
in the fireball and a smaller fireball broke off the main .C‘ 
fireball. The smaller fireball lead the larger one to the ocean ' '. 
surface. .1: .:. .' 

She estimated that the fireball took twenty to thirty 
(20-30) seconds to hit the water. Once the fireball hit the 

,.. 
: I! 

water she could not see anything. 
-,,s 

It appeared as thought the 
fire had gone out. 

4 
-.y 'dL:j 

A trail of black smoke remained after the fireball hit :;'kj$$ 
the water. At the too of the black smoke was a white small cl& 

07/18/96 at Quogue, New 

F,,cp 265A-NY-259028 

h! SA PETER C. CASAZZA:hrg Date dictated b? 
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Ths document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It IS the pmperty of the FBI ud is lo 

II and IIS c‘ontents are not to he dtstnhuted outstde your agency. 



of smoke. Within a few seconds of the fireball hitting the.water 
she heard five (5) smaller explosions. 

She immediately called the police and was connected 
with the Southampton Town Police Department. 
story of what she had just seen. 

She told t-e 
The Quogue Police Department 

responded to her home very quickly. Quog-ue Police Officer (PO) 
STANLEY CHIHS and PO JOHN (Last Name Unknown) (LNU) responded. 
These officer saw the trail of smoke leading up from the water. 

She did not notice anything hit the plane. Within two 
minutes of the fireball hitting the water, she noticed what 
appeared to be a helicopter or plane going out over the crash 
site. This plane or helicopter came from the north to the south 
and was to the west of her home. 

/ 7?C 

While the police were at her home a Coast Guard vessel 
went by her home going from east to west along the coast. She 
told the Quogue Police Of,ficers to call and get the Coast Guard 
vessel directed to the crash site. 

In approximately ten minutes of the fireball a Coast 
Guard helicopter went over the crash site. 

BACKGROUND: 

Ms.- d a vised that she has a New York Ocean Life 
Guard certification and is an advanced scuba diver with a 
certification from the National Association of Underwater 
Instructors. She is familiar with the ocean and regularly 
observes it from her deck. Her home is ten miles southeast of 
Moriches Inlet and the highest point on Dune Road. 

New York City telephone numbers. 
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residence~~??$ %~(I!~)~ 
her residence to obtain asin& directions fo; her obeuvationm 
on July 17, 1996 of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 800 which 
were reported in previous July 18, 1996 interview by Pdual 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent (SA) Peter C . 
Casaz2a.pwas taken to the location of those obeuvation8 
at the back porch of her residence where she provided information 
to Suffolk County Harine Bureau (SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas 
Matulewich and Police O fficer Vincent Termine, who plotted 
readings using a GPS 45 Peroonal Navigator and a hand bearing 
magnetic compass. Also present during this contact were the 
following individuals: FBI - 
SA William F. Lynch; 

SA Paul Shea, SA Peter C . Ca8azea, 
SCWB Sergeant Charlie Gerlach; Suffolk 

County Police Department (SCPD) - Police O fficer Ken Treder; 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) 
Robert A. Doherty; 

- Senior Intelligence O fficer 

Thomas F. LeBlanc. 
Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

II 7/20/1996 rt 
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Data of trurcrfption 7/29/96 

. . On July 29, 1996, SAS W illiam F. Lynch, Peter C . 
?Casazza.?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from  Deputy inspector 
' DOUGLAS WATULEWICH and VINCENT TERWINE, Suffolk county Police 

Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period ?/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 

'b 
by the above personnel. 

P IlRposg: 

The purpose of this endeavor ms to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings m ight indicate a site 
or general area from  which the aformentioned "flare'@  m ight have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flare@ ' seemed to adjust its own course; an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion: and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

i-l nvestig~tion on 7/ 2 O-2 9/9 6 at EAST MORICHES, N.Y. r 
Filt# 265 A NY 259028 I- 4e 

SA W ILLIAM F. LYN 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PAESHEA 

OG9~ Rf ._. 
This document conttir rdtba recomtnadMon8 nor comhtsionr of tbt FBI. It is the propaty of tbt FBI A& ir hued to you 8 
it end its contents ut ttot to be distributed outside your tgtnty. 
I. 
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Continuation OIPD-301 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS . on 7/20-29/96,pare 2 

sites 
Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 

they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. lo43 429 

Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westhampton, L.i. 303 

Dock on marina at Great Gun a\ 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 4’4% 
L.I. 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,.. directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches i& 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. 

\- IIETBOD-EQUl[PHRI!I!IJsED: 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Garmin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

RESULTS: 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and Tennine, the following 
results were obtained: 

L 
* 

. z 



r 



- Date o 
Security Account Number @SAN 

Westhampton Be 
\- was contacted 

Peter C. Casazza and William F. Lynch of the Federal Bureau-of . . ".,. 
Investigation (FBI) regarding his observations of an explosion'he 
witnessed over the Atlantic Ocean on the evening of July 17, 
1996. 

Observations: 

Mr-related that he was sitting next to his 
sliding glass door which overlooks his deck, the beach, and 
ocean. The time was approximately 8:30PM, and the weather 
conditions were clear and calm. 

His daughter-in-law, I- was heading out 
the sliding glass door when she let out a scream. 

He turned and followed her out the door. He observed 
what he described as a large red flamed object or fireball which 
separated into two (2) objects and the two (2) red flamed objects 
or fireballs fell into the ocean. He stated the entire event 
took only, a few seconds. he then heard three (3) or four (4) 
loud noises coming over the water from the direction of the 
explosion: . 

-also observed white smoke over the water where 
the red-flamed objects or fireball hit the water. 

Backard . . 

Date of Birth: 

Filel 265A-MY-259028 

it and its contents arc not to be distributed ouhde row WRY. 
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Telephone: 

Address: 

Telephone: 
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FEDERALBUREAUOFlNVESTIGATION 

hte of tlamcription 7/2 A,‘1996 

(Izm : 
a their residence to ob&n azimuth dir&tions for 

their observations on July 17, 1996, of Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) flight 800 which were reported ifi previous July 18, 1996 
interviews by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent 
(SA) Peter C . Casazza. The Shermans were taken to the location 
of those observations at the back porch of their residence where 
they separately provided information to Suffolk County Warine 
Bureau (SCWB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich and Police 
Officer Vincent Termine, who plotted readings using a GPS 45 
Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also 
present during this contact were FBI SAs Paul Shea and Peter C . 
Casazza. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

~fj5~.Ny-2s- a - _ _.-- 
lrlveui* on 7/20/1996 u West Hampton Beach, New York,...-:,:&- 

i,;J d'-- T-- : 

Ll 
F  

F&# 265A-NY-259028 
SAs PETER C. CASAZZA 

by PAUL SHEA (PS: iaw) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Data of truraiptbm ?/29/96 

., On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
?Casazza?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
-DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 

Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom I&Blanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flare'* might have 
been launched. 

c 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual nflarel@ launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flare" seemed to adjust its own course: an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; 
the ocean. 

and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 

‘i noatigatiom on 7/2 O-2 9/96 at EAST MORICHES, N.Y. / 
FU~R 265 A NY 259028 I- w . i '> ' I I 

SA WILLIAM F. LYN . . 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PAESHEA Datedictated 7/29/96 .: 

‘,a* ._I . ..: 
tbr recommettdrtionr nor co~cfusioor of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI l d h fortted to m rgam ‘-.’ 

;I and itr cootents are not to be distributed outside your rgency. 
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sites 
Listed below are the names of the witnesses 

they occupied at the time they observed either &?l& 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. # 

yast jetty, Moriches inlet. w 12: 

- 444 
Westhampton, L.I. b4b 

Deck of Rogers Beach, t&l 
Westhampton, L.i. 3b3 
Dock on marina at Great Gun H\ 
Beach, S m ith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, IA% 
L.I. 

S m ith Point Park 
Beach,.. directly in front of b%) 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

F rom  his boat, approx. 1 m ile 
off shore from  Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. &RI 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 P M , on 7/17/96. 
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At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Garmin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Termine, the following 
results were obtained: 

. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

w 
.,:... 
.>: 

Date of aanscripion 07/22/96 

Observations: 

advised that on the evening of July 17, 
1996, at approximately 8:3OPM, she heard her daughter-in-law let 
out a scream as she went out a sliding glass door onto a deck. 

-turned and saw a huge intense orange, yellow and red 
fireball, that looked pear shaped, drop from  the sky into the 
ocean. 

She ran upstairs and called the police and described to 
them  what she had seen, and the smoke column which was present in 
her view as she spoke to the police officer. The column was 
larger at the top and smaller at the bottom , or cone-shaped. 
large noises or booms reached the condo and shook the ground. 
This took place after the fireball reached the surface of the 
water and came a few seconds apart. 

TWO 

. At the time of the occurrence she did not know what - _ - - _ .- had 
nappeneci, but relt an airplane had exploded. 
saw boats and a helicopter enter the area. 

After a while, she 

Backsround: 

Date of Birth: 
Address. 

Telephone: 

Name* I 

Address: 

Telephone: '. 

‘Wnvcsrigarion on 07/18/96 Westhampton Beach, NY I 

Filc# 265A-NY-259028 

by SA Peter C. Casazza Due dictaed 07/21/96 
UC 7c 

t 0,: _. 

‘his document contaius ncitkr ~~~mnwndaths mr conch of& FRI. It is HE M W W W  nf tb mr OVA ir I-O-+ +.. .e-..- -------- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dme of tNMcfiplion 7/2*,'1996 

their observations on July 17, 1996, of Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) flight 800 which were reported in previous July 18, 1996 
interviews by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent 
(SA) Peter C . Casazza. The Shermans were taken to the location 
of those observations at the back porch of their residence where 
they separately provided information to Suffolk County Marine 
Bureau (SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich and Police 
Officer Vincent Termine, who plotted readings using a GPS 45 
Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also 
present during this contact were FBI SAs Paul Shea and Peter C . 
Casazza. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

~~~~e~Y-25Q-- al . a- 
- KnvertigUion on 7/20/1996 ti West Hampton Beach, New York, I--i& 

filet 265A-NY-259028 
SAs PETER C. CASAZZA 

by PAUL SHEA (PS:iaw) D8tedic 

TIC8 documcat cohna lroilber recommed8ti0ns nor Conclurion8 of the FBI. 
PFc) 

It is the pmpmty of the FBI 
it and itr conteds are not to be diiributed outride your agency. 



. 

FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 
. 

-l- 

L-l FRDERAL BURRAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of truscription 7/29/96 

. . On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
%Zasazza?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
-DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 

Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanq, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The purpose of this endeavor wms to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned nflare@q might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual l@flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flare*@ seemed to adjust its own course: an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800: sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; 
the ocean. 

and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 

aveatigatioa on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICHES, N.Y. 
Ffle# 265 A NY 259028 I4 $48 * ,i .A 

! 
SA WILLIAM F. LYN %_ 

by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PAESHEA Datcdictrted 7/29/96 .: 
.._ 

This document contrhr neither recommendrtkar nor coachions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ud is foraat to your rgacl; 
. 

‘;- 
;t rnd its contatts NC not to be distributed outside your rpency. 
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Continuation O~PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS . On 7/20-29/96,pege 2 

sites 
Listed below are the names of the witnesses and the 

they occupied at the time they observed either &WA flight # 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. 043 429 

Westhampton, L.I. 

Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westhampton, L.i. 3b3 

Dock on marina at Great Gun H\ 
Beach, S m ith Point Park I.lh 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, by& 
L.I. 

S m ith Point Park 
Beach,.. directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

F rom  his boat, approx. 1 m ile 
off shore from  Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. iA% 

u 
Usgg: 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 P M , on 7/17/96. 
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At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Garmin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich aAd.Te,rmine, the following 
results were obtained: 

. 
. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF WESTIGATION , .L 

11 1396, SAS WILLIAM F. LYNCH, and PAUL & 
g;nior investigator JOHN F. cAs s I NO N y ,>. y y$; .'b. dr*L 1. 

and various U.S. Coast Guard ~ersok?k~;.~-' 
ze ;naie, Date of 3irth (DOB) 
rd vessel approx. to 5 milZ 
rh of Moriches i st 
the positions Mr.l oc 

1356, when he and two c )f his friends observed 

Date of rranscnprmn 7/2! 

-.*-m 
1 v .ci flight ;; af?r, explode, and crash into the sea, approx. 11 ..- - -2s c ,-ml. - - -,z/ -,he afcreFPn+ioned inlet. c--AC 

Aiso preseni c:: board the vessel were Deputy Inspector - ___^_ * 
- 2-4s YATUiJEW 1214, and police officer VINCENT TERMINE, both of 

- 'L a __.- Suffoik County Police Dept. (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, as well as 
:+ssrs RCBERT DOHERTY and TOM LeBLANC, of the Defense 
- ---‘T' ^.. - =--:?erce Agency !DIAl. 

Directed the vessel to the position he c ^. - - - z wher. ke and his friends observed,TWA - . - -,; - = - ~ -. T'> _ sxz:_3;2 ._ 31; crash. 

--.--.- -,-5---n-.-F. _C>.. - -AL..-.--' :!?a= "'-'a; lscaticn, officer MATULEWICH _.A.L -A 
--"- - ?.- AZ-..> 3 :Ia‘.'aA 23r3cass, Shot an azimuth, and further processed -c--v .-‘zAym -..I- A.._ V-.,6 ac;cn wick a Garmir, brand Global Positioning System -.- ^ .-.-<5', _ .-q-%->.-av- -- - ^..._ - * L&I<..-.. - . 

This inforTIatiox was to be used/compared with that of 
--'A1v _ -._-_ w:tr.ess sbservaticns, and used in a calculation/rendering, 
-^ _- k1 :~-ccleted by officer MATULEWICH. 

.s;u~::rnc <t‘ntatns nexher rrcohmendatlons nor conclusions of the FBI 
. . 
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FE~ERALiWliE~U OF 1NVESTlGATION 

Date of truscxipttoo .- ?/27/96 

(SA) KEVIN C. MATHIESON. 
interviewing Agent and th of the interview 
the July 17, 1996 plane clash t$f TirA Flight 800. 
the following information: -, 

-stated that at the‘time of the plan&.- 
fishing on his 24 foot Center.Coun.sel Proline boat, 
off Great Gun approximately 1.5 miles out from the 
approximately seven miles from kh.e crash site. 

dvised that at approximately.8.;.20 PM, he looked 
observed 'a .,f+int yellow.star-type .object which.. 

he kept continuously in his sight&. He advised that. the‘star; 
type object began to pr a itrolig glow which ho belgeved to 
be a possible meteor. s-ted that the-gldw-was--1P~ving~in-a- 
east to westerly direction WhCm. if ,banked and..tu~ed,downward 
toward the water. He stated that the glow bedame 
more intense until produciq a.:mqmhroom of Iwhite 

'IMay Days into the 
stated that at the time 
nor aircraft in sight, 

Investigation on ':': _ 
. . _. . , -. ; . . . 

File t 265A-NY-259028 : , ‘i- ( .- -. 
- _ 

.. _ ~.- .‘- ‘. .- 

ab'0gS.A KEVIN C. MATHIESO&/dpL~~&- .;ll;~-,i~~..-.;,.,-. ~i!;dtm~eb..7:123I96-. .' ; .-:.:. _._ -.-..: -._ 
-. ._' : . -,,, .: : - , . _ , .' -. -. - . . 
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On July 
Federal Bureau of - 

21, 1996, Special Agent (SA) WILLIAM F..LYNcH 
Investigation (FBI), 

a white male, 
interviewed Mr. 

Date of Birth (DOB) m 
Security Account Number (SSAN) m 

- I- 

FEDERALBUREAUOFINVESTIGATION 

Date of trmscriptioa 07/23/96 

ion 116. Mr. 
observations concerning 'the crash of Trans World Airline 
Flight 800, on July 17, 

(TWA) 
1996.. He advised as follows : 

OBSERVATIONS OF ALFRED LINKE: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:25 p.m., Mr.- 
and two friends were fishing for striped bass, approximately one 
mile off shore, from Great Gun Beach, Town of Brookhaven, Long 
Island, New York. He described his boat as a twenty-four (24) 
foot PROLINE center console type and named his.friends am 

u -of Patchogue, 
Patchogue, New York. 

New York, and,-1, of 

The. night was clear-and while it was dusk, there was 
considerable daylight left. 
sea was calm. 

Visibility was excellent, and the 

New York, 
',Mr; - stated after departing his marina in Shirley, 

he and his two friends fished in several positions in 
the vicinity of Moriches Inlet, East Moriches, New York. 

By 8:25 p.m., 
positioned, 

Mr. w's boast the tw was 
unanchored and drifting, approximately one m ile off 

shore from Great Gun Beach, Town of Brookhaven... 
'. 

- continued.that at approximately 8:25 p-m., he i. 
first-sighted what he thought m ight be a shooting,star, moving ins. 
a downward, forty-five (45) degree sloping akq, and &dded.that it . . 
was taking a northward turn, and appeared to be heading toWard. 

_ 1 

his boat. He described this light as ye&low in color, and noted 
that it got progres,sively brighter and. larger. 
that it was moving very fast, and-he -began to be con 
it was heading toward him. 

hwestigation on 07/21/96 at East Moriches, New Yor 

‘bFile # 265A-M-259028, 

-I,~ ,;G3;ILLIAM F.?&H: hrg ;m - '?(yy 07,22/96 1.T.. . . 

‘. - 

This document-contains mirhcrrccommcnd&ns nor cmclusions of the FRI. Ii-is the p&y of the FBI and is loaned to your agetmq; 

_.. -. , ._-.. 
-. ‘; ._ ._ 

i .,/ _.I . _, . .-. L. i: . ..k . . . . I :.. .I . . ..,. . _’ ” 
* . . . 
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friends, 
As soon as he noted it, 

"Look at this," 
he exclaimed to his two 

or words to that effect. At this same 
moment, he realized this object was an airplane, 
no idea what type or size. 

although he had 

Mr.- continued that almost at the 
that he identified the object as an airplane, he : - -- - 

same instant 
noted that it 

nad rolled over onto it's left side, and seemed -to be hooking 
northward and downward. 

fuselage, 
Immediately, the entire right wing separated from the 
and peeled back, alongside the fuselage. Mr.- 

emphasized that the entire wins was intact as it separated. and 
stated that he did not 
however, that this may 
top of the right wing. 

see any-engine pods on it. He added, 
have been because he was viewing only the 

A FIRE STARTS: 
\j _ stated that at the instant-the wing separated, a 

large "fire trail" erupted, 
rushing sound, 

which he described as a roaring, 
and added that he immediately felt a concussion on 

his chest when this happened. 
into this fire trail. 

The separated wing disappeared 

* The plane now dropping sharply, separated-into two 
parts, berng the right wing and the rest of the plane, dropped 
about one m ile, and then hit the water as two separate pieces. 
As the two pieces hit the water a large curtain of water arose 
and Mr.-then saw black.smoke coming from the impact area. 
At this- point, 
the plane, 

Mr.- still had no idea of the type or size of 
and never did see any markings on it. 

- 

his boat's 
Mr..- stated that-he became very excited and used 

radio to exclaim V4AYDAY" several times to the,United 
States Coast Guard (USCG), and then transmitted "This.is the 

..I want to report an aerial burstand whatever it is -- 
Into the ocean." : 

about five 
Mr.-then drove his boat toward the.fire and got 

(5) m iles from the .surface fire, having travelled. 
approximately four (4) nautical m iles. 
see surface ablaze, 

At this point,.he could 
and while he considered going further toward 

';i/ 
-it, decided agains.t this, because he was low. on fuel. 

however, 
He did; 

call the USCG-again, to report that the "Water was on 
fire! It before returning to Moriches Inlet. ..' 

$434 
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other responding boats, which mentioned @ 'many bodies" in the 
Upon entering the inlet,mheard radio traffic from 

water. 

Coast Guard to identify himself as the "MAyDAY" caller from the 
The next day, July 18, 1996, Mr.. w again phoned the 

night before. 
was, in fact, 

He recalled that the Coast Guardsman he reached 
the same man to whom he had made his VIAYDAYn call and added that the man remembered him, and took his. (-8) 

name and phone number. ' 

During this interview , Senior Investigator JOHN F. CASSINO, New York State Police and the Queens District 
Attorney's O ffice was also prekent. 

nnrr5re---L In--- ULpar LLllrllL 
Detective STANLEY PAWLOSKI, Suffolk County Police 

\ YLLJlJ ) 
‘v 

observations w:'.' a Police Artist 
what Mr 

lth him, 
. -Si 

! also reviewed Mr. ms 
' -aw. 

and based upon them 
That sketch is attachhd. rendered a sketch of 
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DIP of transcription 7/30/96 

this date regarding TWA 
furnished the following information: 

advised on July 17,_1996, he was on his boat 
- the night was 

clear, and there was considerable daylight remain&g. The ocean 
lake and there was an absences was extremely calm, similar to a 1 

of wind. 

-advised he began fishing about 300 feet off the 
beach, but their were several surfers in the area. In order to 
avoid the surfers,.moved his boat to a new position. 0 
advised his new position was now approximately one mile off Great 
Gun Beach, directly in front of the white lifeguard chairs, and 
approximately one half mi?le from the Sea Buoye. -advised 
that at approximately 8:25 P.M., this date, he notrced what 
appeared to be a star.ostated he found this peculiar, 
since it was still daylight, 
miles away, 

and the star was approximately ten 
moving through the clouds. 

‘advised he initially did not inform the others in 
his boat regarding the star.-stated the color of the star 
was a bright yellow, 
yellow. 

with orange coloring with the major field of 
There was no tail, or smoke emitting from the star. The 

star had a steady glow and was not flickering. -advised he 
now realized it was not a star or a meteor, but was a plane. 

-advised he now observed the plane banking and 
descending, at a 45 degree angle. 
brighter and brighter, 

The plane was now becoming 
and was now banking in the beach direction 

and still continuing its descend. -stated he now believed 
the plane was heading towards his boat, and he and his friends 
now became concerned, that they might be in danger. 
transversed through a white cloud, 

The plane 

see the plane's fuselage, 
and he- was now able to 

and the right wing of the aircraft. At 
the same time, the glow which had encompass the entire aircraft 
stopped, making it possible for-to observe the before 
mentioned aircraft structures. 

Investigation on 7/28/96 at Shirley, New York 

ii FileY 265A-NY-2590280CL3 da-& 
q" 

by SA DONALD W. MC CORMICK/MAM Date dictated 7/29/96 
-:-:i’ . . . I_. . .: 

This document con&s neither tecomnw&tm ’ nsnorconclusionsoftbcFBI. Itismeprope~ofdKFBI~is~toywrUeacy; 
it and its contents ate not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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-stated as he was observing the aircraft, the wing 
of the aircraft hinged off, and separated from the aircraft. The 
aircraft which was in the previously mentioned bank and, downward 
descent, was travelling at high rate of speed. 

Tadvised once the wing and the fuselage separation took p ace, a large 
white cloud appeared. 
white cloud appeared, 

As the wing and fuselage separate, the 
and a plume of fire appeared.- 

advised the plume of fire started at the elevation the aircraft 
was in, and followed its plumage downward for approximately a one 
mile waterfall of fire, and dropping to the ocean.0advised 
the white cloud which had form, did not ignite and remained C-F '* 
intact at the elevation where the aircraft was situated prior to 
its separation. 

-stated the aircraft fell to the ocean in two 
visible separate pieces, 'both pieces totally engulfed in flames. 

-advised the fuselage was falling on his right side and the 

L 
wing on his left.ostated as the pieces fell to the ocean, 
a residual black cloud of smoke joined the white cloud, creating 
a mushroom cloud similar to a atomic bomb cloud. The white cloud 
was the top portion, 
the cloud. 

with the black could forming the stem of 

-advised he believed the aircraft pieces fell 
approximately 8-10 miles off the coast. -attempted to reach 
the area, but because of the inferno with flames reaching 
approximately 200 feet in the area, and the tremendous area of 
the ocean on fire, he could not safely reach the area. - 
stated he had previously contacted the Coast Guard, and upon 
seeing rescue operations commencing, left the area.-stated 
his craft was running short of fuel and he had to return to port. 
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Data of trmralptioe 7/29/96 

. . On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
basazza*?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
. DOUGLAS MATULEWICB and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 

Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICB and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, 
Bureau, 

and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 

Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flare" might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of: sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flareI@ launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
loflare" seemed to adjust its own course: an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion: 
the ocean. 

and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 

lvestigrtioa on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICBES, N.Y. / 
FUe# 265 A NY 259028 I4 we 

, . ' ! ‘L 
! 

SA WILLIAM F. LYN I 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PA8bEA Datedictated 7/29/96 

c769u' Kf . . ' rl .I : 
This docnmeat contains adtber recommendrtions nor conchions of the FBI. It is tbc property of tbe FBI and is lo& to your rgacy; ,-- 
;t and itr contents are not to be distributed outride your agency. 



. .e- ” I : ;. 
FD402r (Rev. 11-15-83) -c. 

. 

265 A NY 259028 
continuation of ID-302 of CO~ASS INTERSECTIONS .a 7/20-29/96,Pqr 2 

sites 
Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 

they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. b43 429 

Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westhampton, L.i. 303 

Dock on marina at Great Gun H\ 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, k+ta 
L.I. 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,.. directly in front of (g@ 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. 

&I% 

‘L.J 
USED: 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
yaval compass and a Garmin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Te,rmine, the following 
results were obtained: 
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Date of truscrfptbn 7/24/96 

Westhampton Beach New 
te of Birth - 
g he absented near 
ter being advised he 

was standing in the WBHS parking lot and 
At approximately 8:15 PM, he saw over 

the tree line at Nil1 Road what he described as a projectile 
ascend in the sky. 

w  smoke pink with a trail of w  
described the projectile as red or 

The projectile moved in a 
squiggly manner in a southwest di&ction. The projectile was 
airborne for six-seven seconds and then met with a shiny object 
that produced white smoke. 

'L a red ball began to form . 
The white smoke disappeared and then 

The red ball fell in an easterly 
position and at a much quicker pace then the projectile was 
ascending. 

oint of reference on the M ill Road tree line 
next to the yellow f&e hydrant. This is the point from  where he originally sighted the projectile. 

26!3A-NY-259028-SUB a 1) 

fnvatigrtioa on 7/18/96 

File 5A-NY-259028 

by 
PS4 p 

8.t Westhampton Beach, New York 

f 
dp) Date dictated 7/2 l/9 6 I.. " 1 ,' : .b .( 
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Date of transcription 7/19/96 

L 

On the evening of July.17, 1996 
he had just finishe 

explained that 
the track located a 

qxercising for m inutes on 
approximately 8:15 PM or 

School. A t 
south westerly direction 
parking area. -stated while he was walking back to his 
vehicle, he observed just above his line of vision, and the tree 
line directly in front of him, an object number one) 

/ ascending from  behind the trees. stated 
the south beyond 

that the object 
in Westhampton, New 

was facing. 

that the sun was directly behind him, 
and there were no clouds in the direction he 

stated object number one appeared to be bri ht 
reddish pink aura surrounding it. 

said the object continued to maintain that 
his observation, except for, the last set 

appearance Iut ' 
the object impacted with another object. 

he believed 
moving object to a "fire work." 

compared the 

Initially, object one ascende? almost vertically beyond 
the tree,line with no apparent direction and at moderate speed. 
Object one,evolved into a 
and increasing in velocity 

?3guiggly~@  pattern going up vertically 

south.westerly direction. 
arced off to the right in a 

continued to stay just abo 
stated that the object 
ne of vision, and he never had 

to pick up hishead up to observe the events. 

'I- 
stationary 

object (ob ect number two), that appeared to glitter in the-sky. 
umber one was heading toward object number two, which 

he would not have seen if it was not for object 

Investigation on. 7/19/96 at. Westhampton, New York- (telephonically) 
File-# 265A-NY-2$028 -cc\ -3-p 

SA W ILLIAM 
by SA ROBERT Date dictated 3/19/96 .. ..“-::“: ‘,.. 

#.&Q- -. 
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number one drawing his attention to it. However, object number 
one appeared like it was initially going to slightly miss object 
number two unless it made a dramatic correction at the last 
moment. 
one impacted with object number two; however, tixplained ." 

In less than a second,wbeliev ob ect number 
that it occurred when he must have blinked because he did not 
'actually see the point of impact. -then observed a white 
"puff" (white flash) approximately the size of a small ball in 
the sky, however,.he heard. no noise. Out of the puff came two 
objects that arched-ward from the initial impact trailing 
smoke. -said the objects 
rectangular balls of f 

than appeared to turn into large 

horizon of-the trees. 
nding at an angle down past the 

balls were the equivalent 
stated that the rectangular fire 

in size to a quarter (l/4) of a piece 
of paper (8@VX11t@) from his vantage. 

Initially, -aid the explosion appeared to be 
approximately 1.5 - 2.5 miles from where he observed the event, 
and he recalled he was concerned that the burning object might 
have landed on Dune Road or the outlying beach area. 

After the burning object fell beyond the horizon of the 
trees he did not observe or hear anything else. 

Felieved, after some retrospect, the entire 
chain of even s took approximately seven (7) seconds from the 
time he first sees object number one and when the explosion 
occurred. 

- ._ : that had an oval llheadll with.an extremely bright 
White center that had a reddish pink "aura" about the object.. 
.The tail was the size of.his pinkie nail which.seemed to become 
smaller as it ascended in the air. The tail, grey in color, 
moved. in a !sguigglyO pattern which provided a sense of 
direction. . . 

)further described object number one as an 

-After the explosion,.-got 
the windows down 

into his vehicle.with' 

this -occurrence. 
off and drove in the direction of 

drove to. Dune Road, Westhampton, where ' 
he met his wife. believed he had witnessed some type of 

'cl explosion over the beach area* 
what he had observed. 

, however, he did not know actually 
Laterthat day,mearned of the 

plane crash and realized .that- he had-observed the entire 
occurrence. : : 

aw-~ At the.conclusion of the intetiiew ,Il?)brought-the* 
undersigned Agents to the exact location where he ma e his above 

:.. 'f:!C 
'. '2,>. 
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described observations and he reenacted the events prior, during 
and immediately follow' 
drawing was created. 

'";imAt ;; ;~~~~~;~; t,Egh draft 

telephone pole next to a yellow fire hydrant located on M ill 
Road. 

-- 

. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF -GATION 

Dateoftfamc+b 7/21/1996 

On July 20, 1996, three locations were visited. The 
purpose of these visits was to record general sighting 
information from three (3) previously interviewed witnesses who, 
at these respective locations, made observations of Trane World 
Airlines (TWA) flight 800 and/or "a flare" which seemed to be 
launched in the general direction of TWA flight 800 at 
approximately 8:30 PM on July 17, 1996. 

The three (3) locations visited were: 

(1) Rogers Beach, West Hampton Beach, New Y 
for plotting observations previously reported by -650 

(2) West Hampton Beach High School Parkinu Lot. for 
plotting observations previously reported bs 

(3) East side of Center Morichee 
for plotting observations previously reported by 

The personnel making these visits were: Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) - Special Agent (SA) Paul Shea, SA Peter 
C. Caeazza, 
(s-1 

SA William F. Lynch; Suffolk County Herine Bureau 
- Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, Police Officer 

Vincent Termine, 
Department (SCPD) 

Sergeant Charlie Gerlach; Suffolk County Police 
- Police Officer Ken Treder; Defense 

Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer Robert A. 
Doherty; and Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst Thomas F. 
LeBlanc. 

At the above locations, azimuth directions based on 
witness statements were taken by SCMB personnel using a GPS 45 
Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. 

The purpose of recording this and other similar 
information was to allow,for future interpretation of this data. 
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On my 8, 1997, m 
Eastern Suffolk Board of 

I,. 

Present at the interview was 

the Department of 
of the interviewing agents ature of the interview. 
During the course of the interview,-first 
of what he eaw on the night of July 17, 

drew a picture 
1996, on a piece of paper 

on which had already been drawn a tree line and ground line 
approximating his view of these frames of reference and the sky 
while facing south (this drawing was labeled #l). The tree line 
was visually estimated to extend approximately two (2) degrees 

b 
maximum above At the conclusion of the 
interview, sketch of his 
observations, 
presentation 

a drawing taken from a slide 
Agency's Office of 

Weapon'8 Technology and Proliferation (aecopy of this drawing was 
labeled as drawing #2a). This drawing was the C.I.A. office's 
probable trajectory of TWA Flight 800 after the last transponder 
reading when viewed by a hypothetical witness perpendicular to 
the flight path of the aircraft .~n~ti~~~~tha~ this 
drawing was done by another observer so 
observations ae conflicting with a government agency's analysis. 

was also informed the orange 'bursts' on the drawing 
points of explosions. wew his 

drawing (drawing #2b). During the 
provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996 , ~i;;dS;~finj&3~heke~i~ 
at the track at Weathampton eat 
approximate direction of southeast toward his car in the parking 
lot of the school. 
facing south, 

He stopped in the parking lot to stretch 
e 

parking lot. 
square to the Southern boundary of the 

bump which 
was located a foot or two east of a epeed 

r the shore and was located just west of the 
second row of parking north of the softball fielde of the high 

._ 
'~er#!g8tionco S/8/1997 ti Westhampton Beach, NY 

FJc# 265A-NY-259028 -cc mdhbd 
SA L Bradley S. Morrison 

w SA Steven A. Bonuardt (&:a 
-7% < 

m8docamlm~~~nnr~o1~PBI. %i8tbcpmpalyoflb8PBl8mibbaKdmprr~; 
itaudil8-uemtbkdiDeribPlsdouaidcyouryacy. 



‘k-l 
265A-NY-259028 

Contimrntion of FD-m of 0 ,a S/8/1997 ,m 2 ,, .1 

leaned all the way forward bending at the hip6 " '1' 
his s and 

back, 
legs for a few short mome 

dsta 
th& -1 

rotated up and looked at the sky. 
sky was clear at this -point. late 
stated words to the 

A very short time 
"I could have missed it 

not been looking"), 
rise straight-up, 

observed an object, like "a firM&Jc', 
to the right or left, m-d-in 

the sky close to a telephone pole (near a fire hydrant). This 
telephone pole was near on his horizon. 
ascended "fairly quick" 

The object 
impression was that it had 

risen from somewhere behind and below the tree line as there was 
no space between the tree line and where he had first observed 
it. He could not recall seeing an actual physical object but did 
recall seeing a small flame or plume. At some small vertical 
distance above the tree line, this “firework" (object) angled to 
the right (west)and appeared to "slow" and 'wiggle" while doing 

still ascending upward. in direction, the 
to "speed up" 
know why he lost 

lost sight of it. 
and 

he "might have blinked". At the point he lost it, 
the object was still moving up and to the right (west). 

The next two observations 
almost simultaneously. First, ac in the Ire 
travelin t a higher point in the skv.m 
object. 
was 

D recalled making 
ction the object was 

'saw a second 
tatea that he saw this s&o-t because he 

direction of the first object and the second 

z as opposed to emittihg 
noted the second 
ad 'lost' the 

object appeared to 'glimmer". 
object appeared to be 

stated the 'glimmering" 

light. 
object, 

Second, almost immediately after- 
and "microseconds" or %econds" after he h 

first object,-saw a ‘red dot" at the "glimmering" object 
Very quickly after that first 'puff", 

L'puff' up and-to the left (east) of the 
)stated he then observed the 'red dot" a 

the second 'puff". The second 'buff' 
turned into a "fire box' about the size of a finger nail as it 
descended from right t 
downward sloping arc. 

west to east) in an increasingly 

eriv 
stated that the 'red dot' wae more 

magenta colored at this po nt and that both it and the 'fire box' 
descended at the same rate of speed - approximately half the 

f the object or 'firework" he had observed ascend. 
Ic ould not recall the 'fire box" changing in any way as he 

.‘. 

0071 
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lost sight of it below the tree line. T 
in the same location on the tree line a 
first object, or "firework", ascend. 

had seen the 

While- explained what he saw he used his hands 
to simulate the movemen of the obiects he had observed - uo and 
to the right at an angle above the-horizon for the “firewo& .., 
object and down and to the left (left half of an upside down TF 
shape") for the "fire box" and dot descending down to his visual 
horizon (the tree line). -recalled the duration that he 
saw the ascending "firework" object as five (5) seconds and the 
total duration of his entire observations as twenty (20) seconds. 
He estimated the time that it took the second "puff" to descend 
to the horizon was approximately ten (10) seconds. 

lTs given a nautical plotting tool, a Weems and Plath Para le 
Plotter, which consisted of a clear plastic rectangle on a small 
roller. The clear plastic rectangle had various measurement 
scales on it, 0 h was nautical miles for a chart of 
scale 1:80,000. 
and “glimmering 

estimated the height of the first "puff" 
have been at approximately six (6) 

Nautical M ile Units above the ground line while he held the 
at an arm's length. 
repeated his observations 

first "puff" (and where he saw the 

5.6 inches. While 
estimated the 

object) to have 
been at a relative height of just greater than the combined 
height of two school buses relative to a standard school bus that 
he observed approximately thirty (30) yards away. 

_iect further estimated that the first 'puff" (and 'glimmer n 
was horizontally observed somewhere between the small building 
located immediately in front of him (just south of the parking 
lot and immediately west of the softball field) and the larger 
building to the right of the smaller building (located just east 
of the intersection of Depot Road and Mill Road). 

initially thought he had observed a firework 
and decided to attempt to watch more of them down at the beach 
(in the direction his observations occurred) where he was to wet 
his girlfriend. He stated that when he went down to the beach he 
was asked b a ther man if he had come to the beach to watch the 
fireworks. replied in the affirmative and the man 
informed him that e did not 
occurring. x 

think there was a fireworks'display 
heard reports of an airnlane crash while 

returning home, he started to wonder whether or not he had seen 
'iA 

., 
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co- of m-302 of - ,<)a 5/8/1997 .m 4 ..:,;F 

something accidentally hit an aircraft. 
Boeing 747 he felt that only a m issile 
at that height. In the last several months 
question his recollection of what he had 
not heard of any determ ination as to the 
do to a m issile. 
had faded somewhat, 

recollection of his obaervatione 
stated that what he felt he 

remembered was consistent with what he recalled of 
the incident immediately after it occurred. -further 
stated his observations were not altered by his ideas about what 
he thought he had observed as he learned more about what actually 
happened. 

rew a sketch of what he remembered on a sheet 
e was given which included an approximate tree 

line and ground line (Drawing #l). When given Drawing #2a, 
-felt it was pretty accurate except that it was "missing 

the entire first part" and sketched that part of his observations 
i into the drawing (Drawing #2b). He also added the two separate 

lines of objects descending to the primary thicker black line 
already in the drawing. 

. 
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Procrm4ono.t ROUTINE 

Tot New-York 

._ ._. . . _ :',- 
Date: 10,14,1g96 .'-'-'I2 

Attnr MAC George And& i_ A::S: 
-.._ __. '&I$ - '_ , _' . A 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Draftad By: Bongardt Steven A:sa 

Case ID #:- 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: uNSuB(S) l - 

EXPLGSION%%A FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOTyIT-EID 

Synopsis: Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

3 
Bnclosurest One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 
C. Casazza and one report of 

-Watula Suffolk County PO 
concerning-witness flare sighting plots. 

Dotails: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 
local. 

1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 

System (G.P.S.) device to ascertain- the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number.12353 
in degreeis magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior 'to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile)- shooter locations: 

gjb.5 cclr' as9oa8-c=~ 
1, LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

L.l .LONG 672 degrees 40.66 minutes West as? 
2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 
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5 c * To: 63 
’ II 

New York From: Herman Neil 
l * 

s Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 

These-locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a 44hNPAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. -.?‘ 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich strongly recommended that these locatiok and an area . . . ...& 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be .Y,_ : 
searched. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. These locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. 'Stinger" missile system. The 

..Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

. . 

-- 

r 
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FEDERALBUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

On October 7, 1gg6, Special Agents (sAs) wI&QAM F. ,, -. ': ?~.'?.s~$j 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAEEA, of the Federal Bureau of . . -.-:cT:'i;:.:': I 
Investigation (FBI), obtained from Deputy Inspector DOUGIM.8. 
MATULEWfCH.ofa DeDartment (SCPD)-Marine 
Bureau the below.listed items all connected to a compass- 
c* rendering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS. 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

This rend 
between July 20-30, 

t@pgwas .based upon FBI interviews done 

observed a 
1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 

nflare-like@V object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforejt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), 
evening of July 17, 

approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
1996. These various sightings had raised the 

possibility that a missile.might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight X 800. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector WATULEWICHOs rendering 'did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH this date, were: 

fnvestigrtion on 10/7/96 rt Great River, N.Y. 
FU~# 265 A NY 259028 

SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA- Date dictated 10/7/96 

aa*4 
Thisd 

7r 
ent fortrim neither I mmdrtionr nor conclutions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI l d is foened to you rgaep; 

it and i’ contents l re n? to be distributed ootside your agency. 
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265 A NY 259028 
Conttuatbm of~~-~of DEP. INSP. DOUGLAS EATULEWICH 

1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should.logically be searched. 

‘. 
.’ 

2. 
sets 

A one page summary listing the eleven (11) -witnesses which 
forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions 

the time of their sightings of a 
toward flight #.800. 

"flare-like" object rising up 
at 

3. Seven (7), more detailed pages, 
the paired or individual.-.witnesses; 

setting forth the names of 
the names of the FBI agents 

who interviewed theebeputy Inspector MATULEWICH's actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. --- 

4. A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. - 

-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

. . - 

. 
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COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

ROBERT J. ~AFFNEY 
CaJNlY ExEcuTM 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 

_. .;.’ 
_. 2’ 

..,,‘I. 

-i-J 

18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA'Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 e* a 

Gentlemen: -- 
On Saturday, July 20,1996, 1 became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. 

\i 
The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like' 
object rising 
These 

immediately before the crash of TW.9 flight 800. 
locations are 

(LONG). 
indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 

In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number12353 (17th Ed., 
Light, published 

June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
at Washington, D.C. by U.S. 

Commerce, 
Department of 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information 
scale) provided by Robert Doherty '-of 

(to 

Agency (DIA). 
the-Defense Intelligence 

All of this information taken together indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 800 the "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

1; -CAT 40’40.68’N rlONG 072'40.66'W 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



. 
. - ;. .’ 

- To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE 
: .j.-.: '..% . '1 

CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for - 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

-- 

L 
DSM:bm 

Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

Enclosures 8 
-m 
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LAT 40'37.613'N 
LONG .073'15.742'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

. . : ;i c 

LAT 40'40.961'N 
LONG 073'00.221'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

3rd 
LAT 40"45.104'N 
LONG 072'55.968'W 
Hand held magnetic collrpaks' wak"124'. 

-- 

LAT 40'45.745'N 
LONG 072'46.573'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 150' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

LAT 40'48.172'N 
LONG 072'45.321'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 152". 
Hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

LA'!' 40'49.187'N 
LONG O72'39..003'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 185.. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 187". 

T,AT 40'50.295'N 
T,ONG 072'28.526'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 225'. 
Hand he!i.d magnetic compass was 22.7' 



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy * '::-'iT& 
Inspector DOUGLAS 
Marine Bureau, met with 
Island Coast Guard Station, 

theywtnd.kad -previously indicated that 

the evenin 
"flare-11 e object rising over the ocean 

800. The 
of 7 17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flig:F 

4 
were 

Guard Motor 
taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 

1 e Boat #44341. -.- coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the hdicated.that 
location as t 

CG 44341 was in the exact 

Inspector 
6 observations of WA flight -BOO., Deputy 

DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following <readings as 
indicated oh"his -Garmin GPS 45: ‘LAT 40'37.613'N LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/f Mattlewich 

the location of the observations in relationship 
Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 

on D/I Matulewich!s hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

L 



On 7/29/96, at the request'of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy . -.: .S?.. 
. ;&& 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department "p'"'.?%$$ 
Marine Bureau, met. with 
Fire Island, New York. 

at Davis Park Marina, . __ -.& -2 

had previously indicated that she had observed 
ct rising over the ocean, 

before the crash of TWA 
TULEWICH to the 

tions on 7/17/96. 

When _ indicated that she was 
location she had occupied on 7/17/96, 

in the exact 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 

MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.964+?,"iONG 073'00.22l'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 

From this location 
was the 

location of her observations in relationship to the beach and 
water, and th'e‘magnetic bearing indicated‘on D/f MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 

-. 

. . 



On 7/30/96, at the request o.f SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ._ 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL 
Marine Bureau, -met with 

County Police Department '-' 
at 

Bellport, New York. 
the Bellport Yacht, 

"flarmect rising over 
had previously indicated that he had observed a 

the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight #800. 

iskreturned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH tdok the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40"45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. From- this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by l-)was the 
location of his obsereio'ns, 
glow, 

starting with an object with a red 
which rose from east to west. 

with the red glow, 
The position of the object 

in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 
indicated to-D/f MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 

, I., . . -  
.-. _ 

I :  

-- 

L 
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On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

mA’I’ULP;WlCH tc 
a-- a.. --- 

DOCK area 
were made from a boat approximately 
as- indicated to Deputy 

From the indicated area on the dock, .,. m..c me.- --- . Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 

tiPS 43: 
,ok the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 

LAT 40'45.745rw: LONG 072'46.573'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by From t was the location of the observations In 
room building-and a flag pole. 

-Da:- relationship to 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 

'L.l 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 
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O n  7 /2 1 /9 6 , at th e  reques t o f S A  W IL L IA M  F . L Y N C H  o f th e .FB I, 
D e p u ty Inspec to r  D O U G L A S  M A T U L M tn d m ;; # " ..$  
D e p a r tm e n t Mar ine  B u r e a u , m e t with 
A b b o tt's Har t's Cove  Mar ina , E a s t Mor iches , N e w  Yo rk . . . . -p  . . 2 .. 

Ind ica te d  to  D e p u ty Inspec to r  D O U G L A S  
observa tions  o n  7 /1 7 /9 6  o f T W A  

were  m a d e  from  th e  dock  beh ind  
e d  a rea  'o n  th e  dock , 

took  th e  fo l lowing  read ings  as  
L A T  4 0 '4 8 .1 7 2 'N, 
ind icated to  D /I 
th e  locat ion o f th e  
dock , a  Coas t G u a r d  Au rP i l a 'ry b d a t a lso  docked  o n  th e  dock , a n d  to  
n u m e r o u s  po les  o n  th e  shore , wh ich  we re  used  as  a  re fe rence  po in t. 

T h e  m a g n e tic bear ing  to  th e  r ight s ide  o f th e  e n d  o f th e  dock  
ind icated o n  D /I M A T U L E W ICH'S h a n d  he ld  m a g n e tic compass  was  1 5 2 '. 

b  
T h e  m a g n e tic bear ing  to  th e  fla g  po le  

h a n d  he ld  m a g n e tic compass  was  1 6 0 " . ind icated o n  th e  

d a 9 3  
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On 7/20/96, at the request of. SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police r_ 
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 

-z, :,: "~..~~~ 
_- _- 

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
York. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton eat w::f: 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone pole&%h'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated onT1/.y MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI- naautv 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH- Suffolk Cauntv Pnlic~cr na’ 

I .--c--a 

Marine Bureau, met with 

Marine and were taken out ond 
Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 

MATULEWICH was that tha nhaarvatinn= 
7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 byi 
were made from a boat as the bl 
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. - 4--- ___-- -- ---- 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following 

Inlet, Deputy 
reading6 as 

indicated on his GarminG,PS:45: LAT 40'50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location amo indicated to D/T MATULEWICH by 0 

-as the location of the Ob66rVat iOnS in relationship to the 
stern of his own boat and a Coast Guard ,44 foot Motor Life Boat 
which was opefating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from 
\ / observation Xl the magnetic bearing in 
- hand bearing compass was 225’. Obssrvation #2 the magnetic bearing 

indicated on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

-* Indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-h-is observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

-v 
The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 

held magnetic compass was 223'. '. 

c 

. . 
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-83) 

000274 

-l- 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trrnraiplion 

. . -:. 

r:.: . . 

.,: 
., r;: 1. 

raY-vas At approximately 8:20 PM on July 17, 1996,d 
walking on the beach at Roger6 Pav' lion on Dune Rod 
Westhampton Beach,-& iork. 

x 
was with.her three nieces. 

While She was looking at the s y, she observed a white colored 
object that appeared to be fireworks travel up into the sky. Th8 
object traveled fast and left a 
come from the water. Second6 later, 

object appeared to 
observed a big, 

from the sky. up to did not hear any sounds. The second fireball 
After the second fireball fe 

heard a thunderous noise for about five seconds. . 
that approximately seven other people were on 

at the time of this incident. 

n on 7/19/96 et Westhamnton Eeach- New Ynrkftnl 

File Y 

by SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL:mxb-&!V 
/ 

This document cootrins neither rccommendrtioos nor conclurioos of tbe FBI. II is the property of the FBI u i. --a :.. . . . . . 



FD-302 (Rev. 3- l(F82) 

-l- 
-BUREAU OFINVESI'IGATION 

DateofIaamcripcioo 7/21/1996 

On July 20, 1996, three locations were visited. The 
purpose of these visits was to record general sighting 
information from three (3) previously interviewed witnesses who, 
at these respective locations, made observations of Trans World 
Airlines (TWA) flight 800 and/or Ha flare" which seemed to be 
launched in the general direction of TWA flight 800 at 
approximately 8:30 PM on July 17, 1996. 

The three (3) locations visited were: 

for 

plot 

for 

plott 

:ting 

plott 

(1) Rogers Beach, West Hampton Beach, New York (NY), a rn 
ing observations previously reported by, 

(2) West Hampton Beach High School Par1 
observations previously reported bJI ~ _ 

(3) East side of Center Moriches inlet, end o 
.ing observations previously reported by{ 

The personnel making these visits were: Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) - Special Agent (SA) Paul Shea, SA Peter 
C. Casazza, SA William F. Lynch; Suffolk County Marine Bureau 
(s-1 - Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, Police Officer 
Vincent Termine, 
Department (SCPD) 

Sergeant Charlie Gerlach; Suffolk County Police 
- Police Officer Ken Treder; Defense 

Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer Robert A. 
Doherty; and Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst Thomas F. 
LeBlanc. 

At the above locations, azimuth directions based on 
witness statements were taken by SCWB personnel using a GPS 45 
Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. 

The purpose of recording this and other similar 
information was to allow.for future interpretation of this data. 

ltlv~on 7/20/1996 rt 
265A-NY-259028 



FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

-l- - 

FSDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DMeoftmmcriptioa 712311996 

)Date of Birth 
residence est Hampton Beach, New York (NY), 
was recontacted for the purpose of obtaining azimuth directions 
for her observations on July 17, 1996 of Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) flight 800 and/or @@a rocket" which was reported in previous 

July 19, 1996 interview by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FEm) 
Special Agent (SA) Angela DiBella. -as taken to the 
location of those observations at Rogers Beach, West Hampton 
Beach, NY, where she provided information to Suffolk County 
Marine Bureau (SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, who 
plotted readings using a GPS 45 Personal Navigator and a hand 
bearing magnetic compass. 
the following individuals: 

Also present during this contact were 
FBI: SA Paul Shea, SA Peter Casarza; 

Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer 
Robert A. Doherty, 
Thomas F. LeBlanc. 

and Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretations of this data. 

by SA PAUL SHEA (PS:iaw) 
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

Date of transcription 7/23/96 
.,. ‘?‘a-. / 
. L. 
_- 

Investigation, New York Office; and Investigator JOHN P. KEARY of 
the New York State Police, Troop L. -was 
identity of the interviewers and tha 

advised of the 

interview concerned TWA Flight 800. 
rpose of the 

the following information: 
thereafter, provided 

he was 
advised on July 17, 

fishing with his two friends 
on the pier at the end of Union Street, Center Moriches, 
York. The pier is a U-shape projection into the bay. - 

i-2 indicated the were fishing from the middle of the U, facing 
south, and 

Y was to his left. 

sky for d 30 
advised a little pink/red dot appeared in the 

secon s 
distress flare. 

to a minute which he ?nitially thought was a 
a dot arced upward, and then there 

An oval mass of flames descended 
not hear any sounds relating to 

-* indicated the pink/red dot went from his right 
to his left heading southeast. 

5% 
265A-NY-25902&~~~ . 

27’. 

-- -...-.-- 

. -.. _.__ .._-. 

_- :._ 
--- -.- -----. 

‘w 1 
Investigation on 7/20/96 at Shirley, New York ^ -.- J-&/j&q& ,-m-7 

filet 265A-NY-259028 
Inv. JOHN P. KEAR 

by SA WILLIAM HANS& 
0429 

Date dictated 7/20/96 





k-i 265A-W-259028 
JPK:cam 

was telephonically interviewed by 

'Department. 
Investigator JOHN P. KEARY of the New York State Police 

The interview was conducted on July 19, 1996. 

Bay.. 
advised she was on a sailboat in Shinnecock 

air 
She advised that she only saw the burst of flames in the 

and did not see anything prior to that. 

b% m Date of Birth- same 
address, was also interviewed with similar results. 

It is noted that 
the "lightning fleet" 

th were sailing as part of 
uthampton Yacht Club. 

. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF tNVESTIGATION 

Date of t~~scription 7121196 

fice BoxwRemsenburg; New York, 
was 

Beach Yacht Squadron WHYS 
of the interviewing agent ). 

contacted at the Westhampton 
ter being advised of the identity 

provided the following regarding 
what he witnessed on July 17, 1996. 

deck of the WBYS. 
said at approximately 8:30 P.M. he was on the 

His attention was called to what he described 
ascending over the Atlantic Ocean. 

or projectile, which was already 
up into the sky beyond the Barrier 

advised that the WBYS is on Moriches Bay and ie 

York. 

the ocean. 

Barrier Island of Westhampton Beach, New 

the projectile was in the air for about 
said the flair at some point disappeared and 

a red ball that ultimately fell into 

Tkr~ d~.xment 0.vxims neilher recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It IS Ihe property of the FBI md is Id bo mr-- 
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; On July 19, 1996, the following investigation wa& .:': -IrC$ .;,*; kYy&f 
conducted by Special Agent PAUL T. PALlJMBO of the New York Offitie*"':'q% 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation: '* 3.J , A ".~@c& _ . : _- .I ,. 

_ -and- ere interviewed . - independently at thei .Rs 
New York. The &%di?%gB 
SQUADROP i seated on the deck overlooking the ocean. '.B 
a stick-like flare, orange/yellow in color, at a giv& 
the sky. No movement of the flare or Bound was aesocic 
this observation. In addition. 
seoarate into to distinct fire 
it-was accompanied by a-trail of black smoke. #G* 

-- 
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On July 19, 1996, the following investigation’.& i'f~~F~$,$ 
conducted by Special Agent PAUL, T . PALUMEO of the New York Offi&f$@ 
of the Federal ~lrrm avr nf . . ---Wuy VL Investigation: 

I independent 
New York. 

:ly 
The ( 

ont' - - SQUADRON seated __- :ne deck overlooking the 6cean.z~~'-)3;r;d 
a stick-like flare, orange/yellow in color, at a gi&'? 

.the sky. No m ovem ent of tl-- -- re or sound was asso& m e rla7 
this obseniation. In addition, )Dbaem &  a! 
separate into to distinct firebale. AB me rireball sdebc~@~;?~t~K~3 
it was accom panied by a-trail of black smoke. ,d-?? .* 

**  
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East Islip, New York, 
ty of the interviewing 
nd provided the 

s a Captain. 
gle passenger whose 

than a m ile g south and was less 
white dot. 

from the turn buoy when to the east, he saw a red and 

described the dot as moving as if it were a 

arcs over the top. 
dot as it arced a 

at its highest point it slows and 
said he only saw the red and white 

then he saw a huge red explosion. 
The explosion appeared to be a starburst that was a brilliant 
red. 

far away. 

hought it was very close to their boat because 
f it and was shocked to find that it was so 

265A-N:y-2!53028-SU§‘~~ -.----.- n, 

Invastigalion on 07/20/96 at East Islip, New York (telephonically) 
'Ll Filed 265A-NY-259028 

h) SA ERICK J. LAlJBER/hrg c "- Datr: Ji;takJ 07/26/g& .-..- -.~ -a-- 
.- 
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-advised that he is a captain as designated by 
the United States Coast Guard (USCG), and has been employed as a 
deckhand and/or captain for the last thirteen (13) years. 

On ; L--L - July 

am 
for 

n th 
ar 

17, 1996, -stated he was on the ferrv 
-heading southbound, he 
lie from the Pine Turn b 

ading out towards Fir 

-who was in ~~~ma!E!%wEa~ct 
Le wheelhotise by the port side door. _ 
*eddish/whitish dot of light at the top of an 

1 
arc 

lslana, anout 
as a deckhand 

-vas il 
Stated he saw 

‘e 
ing 

At some point below the initial 
advised he saw a 

with no definable shape. 
Rbrilliantlt red flare descend 

period between seeing the 
estimated the approximate time 
ight and seeing the red flare 

at two (2) to three (3) seconds. - 

The weather conditions were described as very clear, 
five (51 and ten Iin) miles. Af tk- neei irr 

fhem that a discfess flare1 ~~ _____ 
initially called the USCG on Channel 

w 22, the emergency line. 
16, and switched tb 

Upon returning to Sayville,-filled out the 

Information on - 

Date of Birth: 
Social Security 1 
Account Number: 

Address: i 

Employment: 

'L-l 
Telephone: 

Investigation on 07/20/96 at Sayville, New York 
Filer 265A-NY-259028 3491 

SA Timothy L 
by SGT. LARRY &$j&$$; Richaragy'ATF Dattdic~ 07/20/96 

00 /s 
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Date of trmraiptbn 07/24/96 

On the evening of July 17, 1996,L appeared to be a roman candle shoot up over the ocean from land This occurred at approximately 8:25 p.m. This device shot off i 
large quantity of red and yellow sparks. 
explosion at the end of its flight. However, the- w== m* 
end of the dock at the CENTER YACHT was standing at the 
facing southeast when he observed this. 

Center Horiches 

place of employment is 
llport, New York, tele 

rlPg 0 1 toot ’ 69 
f81- NEW YOUR * IMy ‘Lstlg.tlo8 on 07/19/96 rt Medford, New York 

pile r 265A-NY-259028 

SA IzEvIN p by SA MICHAEL Datcdktrtd 07/19/96 
&Spy 

‘Ma document contrirr adtbr rwommrdrtbnr aor caclrubr# d the FBI. It ir the n.-I~s -8 d*- mm- - - l . - . it ,nA I*. I-.-- - 
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Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/17/96 of the N.ew York Air 
National Guard (ANG), 
West Hampton Beach, NY, provided the attached interview summary 
to DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT. 

c c. 

I , Investigation on 7/18/96 at West Hampton Beach, NY 

L’ File t 265A-NY-259028 
DET. WAYNE T. PAROLAN*w 

by DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT Date dictated 7/19/96 

,pJs This document contains nerther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to bc dhtributed outside your agency. 
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18 July 1996 INTERVIEW WITH-~ 
u~cWNINO TMAm,IoIIT 800. Tm BY FM INSPECTOR 

AT APPROXIMTBLY 2030 LOCAL TIW t-3 A MRMBSR OF TNB AIR 490 
NATIONAL a, Wf#OMSSTANDINOONTHE OROfRODAT QABRPSII FIELD 
NOTICOD A ROD OBJECT FALLINO OUT OF THE SXY (T&IS OBJET )(A8 DOWIBLY obl 
FIRE BUT WS COULD NOT BE DISCERNED DUE TO XIOH ALT1-S.) rrtsc ObjgcT 

ON AN p8TIyATzeP 50 DPOREE TRJUWCTORY MOVING WEST TO JUST. IIR. 
OOATCHQ TWOBJMCT FALL FORABOUT S-8 SBCORDS- IT- INTO 

AWORaE~TCHOFFllrAYIC8.~ISWA8ASaDDE#~,NO~OFUO 
6XPLOSION WS HEARD BY WWRBN THE OBIJBCT -wLY BURST INTO 
FLAMES IT WAS AT AN AN@LS OF APPROXIMTELY 40 DPOBP88 ABOVB = nORIZON 
WITH MRBACXNI SSW AE'PROXIMATELY llwy FROM TRP MAlcw AREA OF 
DEBRIS. GY 

RR60 FLIGRT WOINEER AND-A RR60 PILOT 
=RE FLYINO AT AN ALTITDDR OF APPROXIMATELY 300 Reff AT THE m OF 
RUNWAY 24 AT QABRBSRI AIRPORT. THBY WITNESSED WNATAPPBARQTOWA 
IdRaE SECTTON OF DEBRIS (POSSIBLY A SECTION OF WIN@ BOX AND nrSBLAOr) 
ENHJL=D IN FLAMES, FALLIHO VBRTICALLY, SPIRiUIN~WITHACO~CREW 
SMOKBTMILABOVE. AS ITDW~IDALM@BDIRCRALSO Wm INpIwllts 
WOKS OFF. BOTH STRUCKTHE WATBRAWD SANK. THE RBLICOPTBRWASABOUT7NN 

-088 THB IMPACT POINT MD I-IATELY PROCEED= TO TI#B.ARBA. 
APPROXIMATRLY lNM FROM TRR IMPACT POIN ICQ DRBRIS, SoslE OF 
WXICRWASON FZRE,STILL RASNINOMnat EW'~WrBS THAT THE 
ALTSTUDfL OF TRB LAROP PIECE OF FLAMING DEBRIS WAyPmwr SPOTTQ DY m 
AT APPROXIW4TELY 4-5000 FRRT. bf% 
TREWAIN PIECR OFDRBRISAPPARRNTLYWAS BUBBLINO UP~MRICR Ia#ITQ 
OBTHB~ACBAUDCAUSSKDACIRCULARARUOFFLAlWS APPRoxIMTsLY 200 
FRXTINDD. TW RtAWS COWTINUQ TO SPREAD AS NORI FUSS, CAMS TO 
THE SURFACE. TWRE lsRp A FW MOSES NOTICQ IN THIS ARM. APPQXIM-Y 
SO RET sE#m~~eor9lrIN~AWA~^'ICPbA~I~OFAT;~' b58 

POSSIBLY BELONOIN~ TO THB TAIL 8BCTION. IT WAS WHITE WITH SOME RED 
COLOR. 'PI18 S8CTZOR SANK APPROXIMTmLY 1-P WRUTBS tA'flR AIR) UhS WP ON 
FIRE AT TR# TIME. THE CO-ORDINA- OF THFS POSSIBLZ -pR OR STAB 
SPCTION SANK AT WAS 140.39.0, m7237.63. APPROXIMATELY l/2 NM SOUTWWT 
OF THE FLAHIRG DgBRIS ARRA AN BLONGATPD ARPA OF SMALL PIBCBS OF FLOATINO 
DEBRIS APPROXfbMTELY 300 RBT IR WGTH. THIS DRIBRId 
CONSISTED OF STYROmADl LIKY MTWUU ALONO WITR; .&i-s!= AND 

SECTION. IN ,l!RE IMMF:~J!,'iTP ARM SURROtJNDINC3 AND All&U0 TRIS DkW?l!' WRR 
ABOUT 20-30 BODIIZS. THISa BODIESSHOWED EVIDPWCE OFHIQ?! IUWACTDAWUE 
WITH CLOTHING BLOW OFF MD DISMEMBERMERT. NONE OF THE BODIES HAD LIFE 
JACftETS ON. AT LSAW' ONti AN0 POSSIBLY TW. v i.fRCR4FT SLIDE RAFTS WERE ALSO 

~NOTICED N&AR TRXS F.EtWb OF DBERIS ONE #As APPROXIMATELY HALF INFL&TED AND 
HN, 1 r's LIGHTS t-4 ‘I ! v ATW . 

ADDENDUM: I, - : A?’ HOME APPHOXImTELY 15 NW FROM THE&m 

JYJG 
CRASH SlTR AT APk"1:u.. !M~'.'t'R 3n28 LOCAL f FELT AND HEARD A MWFLPD s _ 

.. EXPLOSION WHlCH W\TTLELl 'ME V??F--' OF MY HOUSE AND WHICH I ASSUMED WAS A 
cn*?rF DfthM 
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F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F INVJSTIGATION 

Datca fnamip ioo  

0 7 /2 4 /9 6  

N e w  Yo rk  A ir 
N a tiona l  G u a r d  ( N Y A N G )  was  in terv iewed a t th e  h e a d q u a r ters  o f th e  
N Y A N G  by  Spec ia l  A g e n ts Joseph  P . Fann ing  a n d  K u r t B . Hue r tas  
w h o  iden tifie d  themse lves  as  Spec ia l  A g e n ts o f th e  Federa l  B u k e a u  
o f Inves tig a tio n  ( F B I), o n  July 2 0 , 1 9 9 6 ,m w a s  re-  
in terv iewed by  Spec ia l  A g e n t Fann ing  a n d  N e w  Yo rk  City P o l ice 
D e p a r tm e n t ( N Y C P D )  D e tec tive T h o m a s  Cor r igan  o n  a  rou tin e  fo l low-  
u p  interview. 
inform a tio n : 

- then supp l ied  th e  fo l lowing  

O n  W e d n e s d a y  evkn ing , July 1 7 , 1 9 9 6 ,Dwas 
invo lved in  a  rou tin e  t ra in ing fl ight a t th e  W e s th a m p to n  N Y A N G  
base  w h e r e  h e  is ass igned . 
hel icopter .  

H e  was  th e  eng inee r  o n  a n  H H 6 0  
T h e  H H 6  was  be ing  flo w n  a t th e  tim e  by  co-pi lot  

was  mak ing  th e  
w h o  was  sitt ing in  th e  left sea t. 

over  th e  rad io  say, 
a  d rop  sight w h e n  h e  

exp la ined  th a t 
is th a t a  py re?"  

fo r  a  fla re . 
work ing  th a t n igh t wi th a  H C - 1 3 0 , 

They  we re  go ing  to  b e  
b u t n o  m e n tio n  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  o f 

fla res  be ing  d r o p p e d  in  th e  init ial br ief ing.  -was  
a lso  in  th e  cockpi t  wi th- 

th e n  looked  u p  a n d  saw a  f ire e rup tin g  a n d  
sky to  th e  sou th  a n d  d ropp ing  d o w n . 

hel icopter  th e n  inform e d  th e  tower , 
T h e  

w h o  h a d  a lso  seen  th e  fire, 
th a t they  we re  p roceed ing  towards  it. - repor te d  it 
took  a b o u t e igh t (8)  seconds  fo r  th e  m a jor  pa r t o f th e  f ire to  
hit th e  w a ter . 

R ichardson 's init ial th o u g h t was  th a t two smal l  p lanes  
h a d  co l l ided a t th e  b e a c h . W h e n  th e  hel icopter  g o t to  th e  b e a c h , 
th e  f ire was  still o u t to  sea  a b o u t f ive (5)  m iles. 
f l ight o u t to  th e  site 

Dur ing  th e  

hel icopter  g e ttin g  
still in  th e  back  o f th e  

Inv~a  o n  

L ,/-'~ ~ / 2 6 5 A - N Y - 2 5 9 0  

W e s th a m p to n , N e w  Yo rk  
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When the helicopter arrived at the scene, debris was 
still falling down and it was 
for falling debris. 

job to keep an eye out 
After the debris had finished fallincr. the 

C-130, which also had been in the air, flew over the scen;'and 
dropped a marker flare. After reviewing the debris, which 
included a tail section and window panel, the helicopter notified 
the NYANG tower that an airplane was down. The tower radioed 
back that Kennedy Tower had lost a 747. 

-saw a large group of bodies and an oval 
debris field 100 by 300 feet in the water. 
flew back to the base to pick up 
Pararescue EMT. After picking 
returned to the crash scene. 0) minutes it took to 
go back to get-and return, the group of bodies had 

drifted about four (4) miles to the south/southwest. 
already reported they overflew the area for awhile, attempting 

to assist the Coast Guard. No survivors were observed so they 
'l-l attempted no rescue operations. 

The explosion went from west to east. -knew 
at the time it was a fuel fire. The smoke trail from the 
dropping debris' was black and it cork screwed downward. 

The HC-130 that was up in the air at the time did not 
deploy any flares prior to the explosion. It did deploy over 
eighty flares after the explosion at the request of the Coast 
Guard. 

The following descriptive data for,, 
was obtained by interview and observation: 
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On 7/17/96 of 
National Guard (ANG), 

the N.ew York Air 

West Hampton Beach, NY, provided the attached interview summary 
to DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT. 

JCL 
. 1 Investigation on 7/18/96 al West Hampton Beach, NY 
Ll 

File %  265A-NY-259028 
DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA@ 

by DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT Date dictated 7/19/96 

19~~ This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to be drstriburcd outside your agency. 
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18 July 1996 IwT#RVIEW WITH-b 

c~CERMlMtMUMLICiMtT800.TAEER BYFMINSPRCTOR 

bt% 

AT APPROXIMATELY 2030 LOCAL TIM 1 A MEMBER OF THB AIR 490 
RATIOMAL W, WOWS STAUDfwQON THE @ROUND AT- FIELD 
NOTICPb A m OBd#CT PALLIMO OUT OF TBE SKY (THIS OBJWl' )(A8 POSSIBLY obl 
FIRE BUT FLAMBS COULD MOT BE DISCERNED DUE TO HIOH ALTI'lWE.) m O&I#?p 

a Aw BSTIyATseD SO DIORSP TRAJECTORY MOVINQ WT TO SiAST. YR. 
WATCHlDD THE OBJECT FALL mR ABOW 5-8 SMCOMDS m IT BURST Il9TO 

ALARQE SMATCH OF-. TBIS A SKDDEN HVRMT, MO SOWD OF AM 
BXPLosIOR mS HEARD BY #HEW THE OBdBCT -WLY BURST INTO 
FLAWS IT WAS AT AN MOLE OF APPROXIMATELY 40 DMRWS ABOVE m HORIZON 
WITH MR-FACXNQ SSW JWFROXIMATPLY 1lNM FROM THE YAIW ARRA OF 
DEBRIS. Am HH60 ?LIOHT PWQINEER AND-A RR60 PILOT 
WRRR FLYIRQ AT Al! ALTITWB OF APPROXIMATELY 300 FERT AT TiiR PWD OF 
RUNHAY 24 AT WBRBSKI AIRPORT. WRY WI- WRATAPPBARPDTOBBA 
LARW SECTTON OF DEBRIS (POSSIBLY A SECTION OF WIN0 BOX AND RJSRUGR) 
RWULPRP IN FLAMRS, FALLIWd VERTICALLY, SPIR&IbfoWITH A CORADcRBn 
SMOKRTMILABOVE. AS IT DES-IDALARM PIEEAI,SO 1p9W IN- 
BROKE OFF. BOTH STRUCK THE WATER ABD m. THE BBLICOPTBR UM ABODT 7bM 

LP'ROM THE IMPACT POINT AND -1ATBLY PRO-ED TO THZ AREA. 
APPROXIMATPLY 1NM m THE IMPACT POIN ICPD DBBRIS, SOWE OF 

WICH WAS ON FIRE, STILL RAI#IBTG DOW RWWMATBS THAT THE 
ALTITUDS OF THE LAMS PIBCE OF FLAMING LMBRIS ~\Wcw# SPOTTPD BY THW 
AT APPROXIMATELY 4-3000 FBBT. 0 
TilEMAIM PI= OF DOBRIS APPARRNTLYWASBUBRLIIQG)W~WICfl IQIITm 
ONTRRSURFACJiiAUDCAUSlEDACIRCUURARRAOFPZAYI8 APPROXIMA~Y 200 
FPITIMDD. THE - -IIouID TO SPREAD AS MORH m CAME TO 
THE SURFACIZ. TRZF4BWARmBOQISSROTICE3 IB TII18ARW.APPROXIXhTSI.Y 
50 FBET - THl BUWINQ AWA~OTICQ A SKTION OF AI- -4% 
POSSIBLY BSLORG=@TO TM@ TAIL SECTIOB. ITWMIIT#WITH SOME RPD 
COLOR. THIS 81cpIo# SANK APPRUXIMMRLY l-3 Mm LATBR AIlD WM #OT obo 
FIR# AT THH TIME. THE CO-ORDINA!fB6 OF TX?8 POSSIBLE -PR OR STAB 
SPCTION SAWR AT MA8 W40.39.0, m7237.63. APPROXIMATBLY l/2 ttU SOWHWST 
OFTRE FLAMINQDRBRISARRAAR RLWoATlllD AREAOF- PIRCm O~FLOATINQ 
DEBRIS APPROXIMATELY 300 FRRT IR WOTH. THIS DRBRIhAS ROT ON FIRR ARD 
CORSIRTRD OF STYROW LIm YATRRlAL ALots WITXi'~RLJwR WIWDOW 
SECTION. I# THE IhMW) !::TE ARPA SURROUHDIIO AkID AMOW THIS DlcRRl!: WRS 
ABOUT 20-30 BODIES. THSSE BODIES SHOWPD EVIDPWCP OF HIOfl IXPACT DMMR 
WITH CLOTHING BLOW OFF AND DISMEMBERMENT. NONE OF THR BODIBS HAD LIFP 
JACKETS ON. AT LEAST ONli ANLJ POSSIBLY TWV i.IRC!RAFT SLIDE RAPTS ORRR ALSO 

UOTICRD NbiAR THIS AEtM Ofu DEBRIS ONE WAS APPROXIMATELY HALF INFLATm A#D 
HAD 1 'Z'S LIQHl'S r"\Z 'I ! \' ATEX) . 

ADDmUM: I, - . : AT HOME APPROXIMATELY 15 NM FROM THE&m 

l!YSG CRASH SjlTR AT APA't;b.. !hh”:‘PR 3fJ28 LOCAL T PELT AND HEARD A MUFFLm 
EXPLOSION WHlCH EWWLW lW k!??t'-- ' Or MY HOUSE AND WHICH I ASSUMED WAS A 
Ch%?TP nnnrur 
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Dueofa8nscription 7/24/96 

New York Air National Guard 
@YANG) was interviewed at the headquarters of the NYANG by 
agents Joseph F. Fanning and Kurt B. Huertas, who identified 
themselves as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). 
information: 

Baur then supplied the following 

is employed as a pilot for the United States 
and is assigned to 

operating out of MacArthur Airport, Ronkonkoma, New York (NY), 
telephone number 

or the NYANG and is 
assigned to the 106th S adron, located 
approximately 8:3OPM, 

e 

at Westhampton, NY. At 
was 

routine training flig t at 
piloting an HH60 helicopter on a 

an altitude of approximately 300 feet, 
Airport, Westhampton, NY. Also on 

and flight engineer- 

-first noticed what he thought was a flare and said 
into the helicopter's radio, "Is that a pyro?tV-explained 
pyro is a term for a flare. There was then a succession of 
multiple explosions which bled into a fiery monolith.- 
first thought was that two things had flown into each other. The 
explosions spread into a huge fireball. He witnessed what 
appeared by shape to be like a boomerang, engulfed in flame, 
falling vertically and spiraling with a corkscrew smoketrail 
above. As it descended, he saw large pieces break off that were 
also engulfed in flames. These pieces struck the water in about 
eight (8) seconds. 

The helicopter was about seven (7) nautical miles from 
the impact point and he immediately flew it towards the area. 
Approximately one (1) nautical mile from the impact point they 
noticed debris, some of which was on fire, still coming down. 
Baur estimated the large piece of flaming debris that corkscrewed 
into the ocean was at about four thousand to five thousand feet 
(4000'-5000') when it was first observed by them. 

Inv~ll on 7120196 at Westhampton, New York 

';i FdcX 265A-NY-259028' 
SA Kurt B. Huert&imCPD Detective Thoma 

82 
orrigan; 

by SA Joseph P. Fanning 1JPF:amo) dimted 7/20/96 

KY 
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When they arrived at the scene, he observed a large 
section of water with jet fuel floating on the surface which was 
on fire. Nearby he saw two (2) large sections of debris, one 
which was red and one which was white.mbelieves these were 
the rudder and elevator. At about this time, his flight control 
at the base radioed him that the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) had just reported that they had lost contact with a Trans 

World Airlines (TWA) 747 l IF immediately knew that he was 
looking at the debris of t at plane. Not far from this debris 
was a semi-inflated liferaft or escape chute. Approximately one- 
half (l/2) mile to the southwest of the fire was a contained oval 
body of debris which had a lot of bodies on each side of it. 

-saw two (2) other bodies closer to the fuel fire on the 
water. A fuselage window section was also floating near the 
escape chute. 

A lot of the b&dies in the water showed evidence of 
high impact damage with most of their clothing off. A number of 

‘u 
bodies were headless. 

In recalling the events of that night,-believes 
that he might have observed something in the air prior to the 
initial explosion that led him to believe that two (2) objects 
had collided in the air. 

-and his flight crew had estimated that they had 
observed approximately eighty (80) dead bodies in the water. ' 

The helicopter's GPS fixed the coordinates of the 
rudder and elevator at N40.39.o and W07237.63. 

-advised he never saw a missile smoke trail and 
stated that since he had been a military aviator he had seen many 
of these and believes he would recognize one. 

The following descriptive information is available for 
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were re-interviewed .*.' - - 3: :.--- ?ond Lane, East They provided the .-‘7 -~-~~wing information: 

,Yfr.iS that he was with( 
mad toid previous interviewing 

land others aboard a 
Istated that something was 3 1058 
?ew more than what he could 

)Lt_hat he wanted to be hypnotized. 
61% 
m-below 

bh! ate and advised that he 
1, a Major and trqined in 

i-i~.,~ ns s i s , who is i!? 
:;lat the sessi; - taF3 will demonstrate that the explosZ 

_ -z -z 
zL= z- - .s - 
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Lcussed cn this date what was 
;ecai.lej something coming from 
--a& n sound. P,t that point 

2 stop talk-r- an& s&ted, 

.v-. ..u 3tr.i he said 
!-..33r3 z:he same 

'saw an orange, 
tical, aL1c11c xi 

s,rse3'- , .*g; I - 2 .._ _ _ 

gh five," apparent 
initially saw a wh 
h appeared to be h 
red streak of ligh 
th wisps of smoke. 
ST.^‘i” I V, - could appear 

-au 
te stre 
Nrizonta 
I aiso 

He 
an cx-an 

se 
a k 
1, 
not 

ge/ 

he 

not 

red 

+i; c- --5 Sesclnziing straight down and 
~- =--- ,-- - .r= z ---4 tra-"velli.r.=r at a slower rate. ;Ie felt it -_ -.-- L^C A- ^ _.-_ 
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Date of transcription 8/12/96 

United States Customs pilot, was 
interviewed at his place of employment at Islip MacArthur 
Airport, Ronkonkoma, New York.-was advised of the identity 
of the interviewers.-was further advised that the purpose 
of the interview was to conduct a routine folio 
his observation on the evening of July 17, 1996. 
a copy of a draft FD-302 of his initial interview which he read 
thoroughly.-then supplied the following information: 

-had already completed his practice approach 
in the pilot's right seat.-had taken over piloting the 
aircraft in his left seat and had begun his approach. 

It was at this time  that-bserved a flare like 
object he described as appearing like a white beam with the head 
of the beam appearing to be red and crackily. This flare type 
object appeared to come from left to right and then exploded. A 
series, or group, of explosions then worked their way back from 
the initial explosion. 
brilliant red. 

The flames from the explosion were a 
Whatever the flare type object hit had no 

trajectory after the explosion. 
straight down in flames. 

It appeared to stop and go 
The major piece of debris that fell 

appeared to have almost a boomerang shape and was completely 
engulfed in flames. The explosions were red and the series of 
explosions were on a plane or straight line. 

The smoke plume that followed the boomerang type debris 
that fell in flames was bronze in color. 

Investigation on 7/25/96 at Ronkonkoma, New York 

F fie# 265A-NY-259028=+&, 
SA JOSEPH P. FANN 

by Det. THOMAS CORRI Date diated 7/26/96 

This document  contains neither twommendatiotts nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propetty of tic FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it ad  its cnntmh 2w nnr tn hr ftdrihm~d m~t&ir wnwr -n---s* 
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-had the 
front of the airplane. 

im ression that something had struck the 
Pn the area of the explosion. 

immediately flew the HH-60 toward 
When he reached the area, debris' 

;Yere still falling from the sky. 
fire on the surface. . mJ&&~~e&~~~~op~~~l~~e Nearby this fir 
parts, one being red and the other white, floating on the surface 
of the ocean. 
and an airplane 

Not far from this wreckage he observed two bodies 
escape chute floating on the surface. 

Approximately one-half m ile south, southwest of the 
fire-observed a large oval shaped debris field that had 
multiple bodies floating on both sides. 

-hen flew the HH-60 back to the Westhampton base 
of the 106th to pick up a couple of parachute rescue specialists. 
The HH-60 then returned to the area in an attempt to assist with 

'u 
any needed rescues. Unfortunately no survivors were observed and 
the helicopter and its crew eventually returned to base. 

/7w 
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Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On T/17/96 of 
National Guard (ANG), 

the New York Air 

West Hampton Beach, NY, provided the attached interview summary 
to DET. WAYNE T. PAROLE and DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT. 

I 1 Lb 
r Investigation on 7/18/96 at West Hampton Beach, NY 
‘U’ Filer 265A-NY-259028 L 

DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA* 
by DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT Date dictated 7/19/96 

,pJs This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to pow l 8aq; 

it and its contents are not IO be distributed outside your agency. 



18 July 1996 INTRRVIRW WITH\-b 

~ONcpRlaINOTWAFLIQHT 800. 'pAIcIE# BY FM INSPECTOR 
FQO 15 

AT APPROXTMATSLY 2030 LOCAL TIwlc 1-b AMS!MBBROFTMBAIR 49D 
NATIONAL w, WHO WAS STANDINQ ON THE OROUND AT QABRE$XI FIliLD 
NOTICBD A m OBJET FALLINO OUT OF THE S11y (THIS OBJECT WAS POSSIBLY ON 
FIRE BUT FLAMES COULD NOT BE DISCERNED DUE TO HIa ALTImE.) TRE OBdBCT 

ON AN ESTIMATPD 50 DPOREP TRAJECTORY MOVING WEST TO l&MT. IQI. 
WATC!Hm THE O&J&CT FALL FOR ABOUT 5-8 SBCOMDS MIPO IT BURST IRTO 

A LARQE SWATCH OF FLAMES. TRIS oeA8 A SUDDER EVEUT, NO SowlD OF AR 
EXPLOSION WA8 HEARD BY - WHEbt THE OBdRCT SUDDERLY BURST IRTO 
FLAMES IT WAS AT AN ANGLE OF APPROXIMATRLY 40 DRQRRRS ABOVE TRR HORIZOR 
WITH MR-FACING! SSW AE'E'ROXIMATELY 1lNM FRo# THE MAIN ARBA OF 
DRBRIS. 6.m WI60 P%IOHT OWOINBER AND-A HH60 PILOT 
WERE FLYINO AT AN ALTITUDE OF APPROXIMATELY 300 FRRT AT TEE RdD OF 
RUNWAY 24 AT OABRESAI AIRPORT. THEY WITNESSED 9pHA'p APPpARpD TO BE A 
LARGE SECTTON OF DEBRIS (POSSIBLY A SECTION OF WINa BOX AND FT,lSDLAoO) 
ENGULFED IN FLAXES, FALLING VERTICALLY, SPIRALIWO WITH A CO- 
SMOKBTHAIL ABOVE. AS IT DRSCQdDID A LARM PIBCP ALSO PoaULlrp) I# m 

b 
BRORE OR. BOTH STRUCK THE WATPR AND SANR. THE HBLICOPTER WAS ABOUT 7RM 
FROM THE IMPACT POINT AND I-IATELY PROCEEDED TO THB AR&A. 
APPROXIMATELY 1NM FROM THE IWACT POIN ICPD DEBRIS, SORE OF 
WHICH WAS ON FIRM, STILL RAINING DOOQO UW'TMATHS THAT THS 
ALTITWE OF THE LAR0B PIECE OF FLAMING IJBBRIS WW,YlHbl'i' LIPOTTQ BY TMII 
AT APPROXIMATELY 4-5000 FE13T. 

THE NAIN PIECR OF DPBRIS APPARENTLY MS BUBBLIRO W RRL II#ICR IaOITQ 
ONTRBSURMCBJUlDCAU8BDACIRCULAR ARM OF FLAMES APPROXIMATSLY 200 
FEET IN DI-. TH1FLAXBSCORTIRUEDTOSPRBADASMOREW#LCAMEiTO 
THBSURFACE. TBBRRMREAFRUBODIRSMOTICBD IR TEISARRA. APFmXIyAcpLY 
SO FEET FRDMTRPBURRINOARRA-L"OTIClQASBCTION OFAIRCRAFT -G% 
POSSIBLY BPLONGIW TO THB TAIL SRCTI010. IT WA8 WRITB WITH SOME Rm 
COLOR. THIS SECTION SA#K APPROXSUATBLY l-3 MIWTRS LATRR AMD UAS ROT OR 
FIRE AT TIiR TIXB. THE CO-ORDINATRS OF THIS POSSIBLR IRlD0BR OR STAR 
SETIoN SANK AT HAS N40.39.0, PW7233.63. APPROXIUATBLY l/2 NM @OUTRWmT 
OF THE FLAMING DEBRIS AREA AN PLmOATBD ARBA OF SMALL PIBCYS Ok' FLOATINQ 
DEBRIS APPROXIMATYLY 300 FRRT IW LPWOTH. THIS DEBRI#hS ROT ON FIRR AMD 
CONSISTED OF STYROFOAM LIKLf MATERlAL ALOR0 WITH@#!&RLnaff UTNDOW 
SECTION. JN THE IMMF:IJ! -;TE AREA SURROURDING AND AMOUR0 THIS DK:HP'r!: #RR 
ABOUT 20-30 BODIES. THESE BODIES SHOWED EVIDENCE OF HIOH IMPACT w 
WITH CLOTHING BLOWN OFF AND DISMEMBERMENT. NONE OF THE BODIES HAD LIFE 
JACSCEZTS ON. AT LEAST ONti AND POSSIBLY TWV i.fRCRAFT SLIDE RAFTS ORRE ALSO 

'kNOTTCED N&AR THIS Akki~ OF DEBRIS ONE MS APPROXIMATELY HALF INFLATED AND 
HN, 3'2's LfQHTS ,-\<'I! tATE;L). 

ADDENDUM: I, - . ; A9' HOME APPROXIMATELY 15 NM FROM THR&m 

/eG CRASH SlTR AT AE'C'r;;,.. !M~'.'PF. 3fi28 LOCAL f FELT AND HEARD A MUFFLED ', ;>, 
EXPLOSION WnlCH RAT'I'LELJ TtlE k'Vf~-- f Ot" MY HOUSE AND WHICH I ASSUMED WAS A 
cm~fr vnnn# 
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1996, Special Agent Robert M. Lewicki 
&a &~y~:,"icyy.r the unis 

Coast Guard Station in East Moriches. 
following information: 

provided the 

On the night of Wednesday, July 17, 1996, at 
approximately 8:30PM,[-b was 
Avenue in Northville. 

travelling west on Sound 
As he made a left onto Tuthills Lane, Mr. 

-wife,- observed a glowing airplane travelling in a 
straight line to the south out over the Atlantic Ocean. m 
then observed what appeared to be a red beacon emanating from the 
aircraft. At this point, bothvbanl-m, 
observed the aircraft steeply decline approximately forty-five 
degrees, then explode, followed instantly by a second explosion. 
The latter was larger than the first. 

The explosions resulted in a flaming orange/red 
fireball which rapidly descended beyond their sight. 
distinctly visible. 

Flames were 
The elapsed time between observation of the 

glowing aircraft and the initial explosion was approximately 
three (3) seconds. 
their observations. 

Neither individual heard anything relative to 

l 

/ 

. 

lnvcatigrtiotl on W/18/96 

by SA Robert M. Lewicki Ti-Y@aJ chaediccusd 

Tltis document connim neither rccom nor umclusims of the FBI. It is the ptvperty of the FBI ml is It.., _ -- 

ma- 
it and its contents arc not ro be distributed outside your agency. 
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was interviewed by Detective 

Police Department. 
HEN JENSEN of the Suffolk County 

The interview was conducted on July 19, 1996. 

-_-- ~-- In furtherance of the investigation of the crash of 
TWA, Flight 800, on July 19, 1996, at 17:15 Hours, conducted an 
interview of Mr.and Mrs. 
60 Apollo Drive, Aquebogue, 

The-of 
New York, report that while driving 

southerly on Church Lane, Aquebogue, 
following details: 

New York, they observed the 

Mrs. -relates observing while looking southerly, 
a golden glowing, moving object, 
tree top line. 

easterly direction above the 
The unusual golden color of the elongated object 

drew Mrs.-attention. 
the object and 

Mrs.-noticed a red light on 

to be a plane. 
unusual, 45 degree dive with no vi;ible flames or smoke. Below 
the tree top line, a large reddish, 
rose above the tree line, 

flaming fireball immediately 
where the plane had descended. 

I/ 
The entire observation was approximately (90) seconds in duration. 3 ! \ 

No observation of any object or 
plane, was witnessed. 

Mr.dojectile from the ground to 
also submitted a drawing of his 

recollection of the explosion, see attached drawing. 

. 

b.. . . 
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Date of trrnrcription 07/26/96 

of Investigation; SA Bartheiomew Aversano, Alcohol Tobacco and 
Firearms (ATF) and Suffolk County Police Department Detective 
William Jardsz. rovided the following information: 

t@Fthe plane crash, at approximately 8:4OPM 
was watering the flowers on her deck which 
At that time she saw an orange light in the 

- 

southeast sky which she believed was a light on an airplane. She 
had never seen an orange light on a plane before. She kept 
watching the light and it was moving similar to the way an 
airplane would move across the sky. As the object moved across 
the sky, the orange light grew to the size of a bas 
the orange light dropped and exploded into flames. ~zz 
after the explosion it looked like fire was dripping from the 
sky. The fire fell to the water below. After, the flames 
appeared to-drop into the water. -heard what sh 
as three (3) instances of what sounded like thunder. 
not see anything that appeared to be going up into the sky prior 
to seeing the orange light. 

-- 
Invmtiption on 07/24/96 at Mastic Beach, New York 

by SA Scott --.- -.-.-.- 
/I(//, -* : 
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DatcoftnMcriptioa 7/20/96 

and Investigator JOHN P. KEARY, New York State Police, 
was advised of the identity of the interviewing 

flight 800. 
the purpose of the interview concerned TWA 

-thereafter provided the following: 

dvised on Jul 17 1996 at 8:30 PM. he was on 
his boat with his brother, 

-- 

and his son,. 
) rlshing on the bay just east of the Moriches Inlet. 
dicated the boat was drifting, motor off, and the stern 

ot the boat was facing south. -indicated he was fishing 
off the stern of the boat facing due south. -noted a 
bright, orange/red ball ascending slightly, arcxng, and then 
descending prior to the development of two distinct ribbons of 
fire, which fell toward the ground. t 
sounds that would indicate an explos 

hear any 

indicated he had to look in a southeasterly 

County Park on the horizon. 
which crossed the Cupsogue Beach 

The flare also appeared to be 
traveling in a southeast direction away from him. 

then drove his boat through Moriches Inlet. 

_.__ 2;;;’ 
Investigation on 7/20/96 at Lake Ronkonkoma, Nea&&f-&!!-~.~~ 1-L 3 

FikN 265A-NY-259028 
SA WILLIAM HANSEN (FBI) 

by Investigator JOHN P. KEARY (NYSP) Date dictated 7/20/96 
O&25- 
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She was advised of the 
identities of the interviewing agent, Special Agent STEWART J. 
ISMAN; and Detective DANNY CALEMINA, and the nature of the 
interview, she provided the following information: 

While traveling westbound on Montauk Highway at 
approximately 8:20-8:30 PM, just east of the Route 104 
intersection when she saw a grey object in the sky. It was 
southwest of her location. 
spotting the grey object, 

She was heading to Quogue. After 
she looked away and then looked back 

and saw a round orange fireball, for about five seconds, and then 
saw the fire wall in a tear drop shape go straight down to the 
ocean. She did not see smoke initially, but then grey smoke 
after the fire fell. 

'L-l 
also stated that she had heard a small 

airplane circling Hampton Bays at around 8:00 PM. 
headed north. 

The plane 

. 
/ 

b 
SA STEWART J. ISMAN 
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advised of the nature of . . 

Date of transcription 7/23/96 

Date of Birth was 
this investigation and the identities of 

;he investigating agent and detective. 
information: 

He provided the following 

On July 17, 1996 at approximately 8:30 PM, he and his 
wife-were walking on the beach at Smith Point 
Campground. They were walking east when 
his wife of a flare-type obje 
degrees off the horizon. All 
point was a large fireball fa 

jwas notified by 
t sky at about 30 

1 could see at that 
down from the skv and 

a trailing thick black smoke line: He scated to his wife that it 
was not a flare because of the black smoke. He then stated that 
the fireball disappeared into the horizon. That is all that 

saw and could recollect. 

, North 

Tedera 
He is employed as a 

Aviation Administration inspector of aircraft antennas by 
-of-, New York, telephone- 

In\ :~Il~;Irlon illl 7/20/96 

265A-NY-259028 
at North Shirley, New York 

This document contains neither recommcrtdatic ns nor conclusions of the FBI. 

II and its contetxs are nor to be distributed outiide your agency. 
It is the property of the FBI md is hnal to youz m; “i . . : -*a 
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On the evening of July 17, 1996mwae 
the shoreline of Smith Point Park Beach with her Husband, 
in front of camp site number 29. She was looking in 
direction when she drew her husband's attention to what she saw 
as a bright orange streak in the sky moving very fast which 
changed quickly (approximately 2 seconds) into a ball on the 
horizon line. She heard no sound. Initially, she 
firework curving and arcing slightly west to east. 
small flash occurring to the right of the bi ger 
dropped straight down to the horizon. 
was clear and the surf was rough that 4 

noted that the sky 
ening. A few minutes 

afterwards she saw a Park Ranger race toward the direction of the 
event. 

- 

the orange 
Holding a ruler on the horizoi-estimated that 

streak started a the 2 and half Inch mark, the small 
flash was approximately 4 inches and the big flash measured 5 
inches tall. Brm length is 23 inches. 

-and- gaw* the very &'%tages of 
the event an t ought it was a mid-air collision. 

.u Inv- on 7/14/97 u Smith Point Park, New York 

mer 265A-NY-259028 DmdicmRd 7/20/97 

by SAs Pamela A. Culos and Theodore Otto 'i 
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Date of transcription 07/21/96 

Shirley, New York, 

and the nature of the 
information: 

interview,- provided the goliowing 

At approximately 8:00 PM on July 17, 1996, 'L 
began cleaning his boat while it was docked in his slip at 
ABBOTTS HARTS COVE MARINA. While cleaning his boat, he was 
talking to two people, who were als 
boat two slips away from his boat. 

g their boat, in a 
does not know their 

names. 

was standing on the dock next to his boat and 
looking south of the Moriches Inlet, 
in the sky. 

when he saw a "flare" rising 
He immediately thought someone in Moriches Bay was 

'L-J having trouble. He yelled to the people on the other boat, "I 
think someone in the bay is having trouble. 
flare." 

He sent up a may-day 
The "flare" traveled straight up into the sky on a 

southly course, and then hooked southwest. Then, he saw a large 
red/orange explosion at the end of the flare's course of travel. 

- saw what appeared to be “wreckage" 
falling from the site of the fireball. 

from a plane 
The "wreckage" took 

approximately ten seconds to come down to earth, and fell in one 
large fireball, and many other smaller fireballs. 

did not see a plane prior to him seeing the 
explosion. However, he believes that the explosion was caused by 
the "flare" hitting a plane. 

said that there was an ultralight aircraft 
of East Moriches at the time of the explosion. 

Investigation on 07/ 19/96 

File265A-NY-259028 

,,East Moriches, NY 25SA-f$Y-~~ 
--cc3 

%?.%.S~a-. 
Date dlctrted 07/21/96 - 

by William Inzerillo ' (- I- 
?. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Detective 
RICHARD HIGGINS and Detective GENE GROSS $438 Command 3120: 

ascending from the southwest direction. He stated it ascended 
for approximately five seconds, 

' t 66s :;pt~d:; s maximum height, l G!!!e trail. 

and just prior to what appeared 
it hooked to the right and then 

light colore 
stated as it was ascending it was leaving a 

He stated the smoke 
L.2 the way to the point of impact. 

TIP states approximately ten miles away from e ascending 
stated that the leading edge of the smoke trail 
glow. bti . 

trail went all 
that he was 
object. He 
had an orange 

265A-NY-2590~Sue- 

633/ 
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'k-l 3c-- The following investigation was conducted by Detective 
RICHARD HIGGINS and Detective GENE GROSS $438 Command 3120: 

Both subjects stated that on Wednesday evening, 
July 17, 1996, someti 
floating dock located at 

t0 
East Moriches 

hey had just come of 

stated he only saw the object ascending for a 

665 

split second waen he observed an orange or light colored object 
ascending from the southwest direction. He stated it ascended 
for approximately five seconds, 
to be it's maximum height, 

and just prior to what appeared 
it hooked to the right and then 

stated as it was ascending it was leaving a 
He stated the smoke 

the way to the point of impact. 
approximately ten miles away 
stated that the leading edge of the smoke trail 
glow. 

w l 

trail went all 
that he was 
object. He 
had an orange 

265A-NY-259028-W@- 
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Date of traracrlptioa 7/19/96 

The following i 
Allen on 7/19/96 via teleph 
Valley Stream, Long Island, 
stated that he was traveIin 
7/17/96 when on his left he saw a orange and red com ing from  the West. 

"shooting star" 
The object was slowly dro in at a 

downward angle. The object had an orange tail. -tated 
that he saw the object burst into flames and saw an outline of a 
plane, specifically a wing. Then he saw the debris and flames 
rapidly fall towards the ground. -tated that the outline 
of the plane resembled a small Sesna. He stated that the whole 
incident occurred within approximately 15 seconds. 

watigaiom om 7/19/96 

'L4'lIe I 

fhh dooumrt autdnr rdtbr rooommahlnI l U OaoIabm rritbPB1. 
1937 it l d It, comtmtr are not to be distributed outddc your agency. 
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Me&‘ s ated he was traveling in his vehicle on 
Highway 27 (Sunrise Highwa 
in a west&und direction. 

ly 17, 1996. He was traveling 

P.m., he was approximately 
stated at approximately 8:30 

north of the shore at East 
Moriches, New York, and looked southward. He noticed something 
that looked like a shooting star in the sky traveling east to 
west and downward in a slightly steeper than forth-five (45) -- degree angle. It was small, 
twinkle. 

orange-red in color, and appeared to 
It left a trail like a comet, but smaller than a Comet. 

He described the trail as a streak that disappeared very quickly. 
The orange-red streak was consistent in color. It traveled 
slowly, 
seconds. 

in-a direct path, with no curve, for approximately ten 
He did not observe smoke following the streak, but 

stated that he was observing the streak and not looking at what, 
if anything, was following it. 
air. 

This streak then exploded in the 
He described this explosion as a dash of fire and then 

large flames. He observed an airplane wing and debris falling 
down through the flames. He believed this event occurred close 
to the shore. He observed smoke at this point. 
airplane was small, like a Cessna. 

He thought the 
He did not think that the 

shooting star streak image and the explosion image were two 
objects- coming together, 
and the fi're got larger. 

but rather something that was on fire 
He heard no explosion sounds, but 

attributed this to having his car radio at a high volume. He was 
driving approximately sixty (60) m iles per hour (mph) with his 
windows down. 

yet. 
stated the sun was down-but the sky was not dark 

Investigation on 

bv SA PAUL T. PALUMBO (PTP:hra) N\n 
. 

‘s- -. 
This document contains neither recommendrtions nor conclusions of the FBI. It h tb\e p&sty of the 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outride your agency. 
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volunteered this information to Special Agent 
(SA) JOHNSON and Detective JOSEPH BRITELLE, Suffolk County Police 

Department (SCPD), while checking records at the Ocean Beach 
Police Department. 

265A-NY-2590280SUB& ( - * 
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Date ol tr 

On July 22, 1996, Special Agent GORDON JOHNSON, f ': ,.I.. .: i.. 

\ J 

ties of the inve 

Ocean Bei 
observed what she describa 
started from  ground level between East IsL-- -__- 
went skyward and traveled from  the west to the east.- - 

c stated that the duration of the event lasted from  eicrh 
seconds. an orange tail and it maintahed itm  tail 
while skyward. 
object or it bu 

does not know if she turned away from the 
direction of view from  

Ocean Beach _was northwest. 

_. 

---hat~c doa on 7/22/96 It U IIg Island, New York 

'-detective JOSEPH 'kRITTm/SCPD/GJ/dxa m temrtd 8/5/96 
,:.: .-i 

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..” .  .  .  .  .  
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent LORRAINE MARTYNIAK: 

::;imso an instructor stated they too~l~~~ 
small-engine flight instructor 

1996, 
THUR AIRPORT in Ronkonkoma at'8:30 p.m., on July 17, 

the night of the TWA Flight 800 plane crash. 
east over land. 

They flew 
At approximately 8:40 p.m, they see at their 

2:00 o'clock position a white cloud of smoke at approximately 
8,000 feet. East of this cloud and 2,000 feet over is an orange 
ball which hangs in the sky a few seconds and then falls to the 
;ce;tsin two columns of flames, described as a waterfall of 

, They are directed by the control tower to go to the 
crash site. First to arrive, 
the water in flames, 

they see two distinct objects in 
described as cylindrical and close to each 

other and at an approximate 120 degree angle to each other. 
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flight instructor. Also present for the interview was 
BARTHOLxlMEO AVERSANO, Special Agent, Alcohol Tobacco & Firearms. 
This interview was generated irom lead #!YWO7094. After being 
advised of the id 
of the interview, 

the -interviewing Agent and the nature 
provided the following information: 

m along with 
MacArthur 

~took off from 

night, July 17, 
at 8:30 pm n a tw n eng ne plane on Wednesday 

1996 and headed east. 

was piloting the plane and was flying 

called @@fogglesll. 
wearing special restrictive flight glasses 

At approximately 8:40-8:45 pln,mhappened to look 
up from the instruments to check the 
in the sky, at the same time 

compass when he saw a light 

sky. 
alsd saw the light in the 

th looked like 
stated that-when he first saw the light it 

e orange-florescent street lights that are on the 
described it-as a round ball. He stated he heard 

describe it as, "what the sun looks at sunset." 
He thought that that was also a good description but added that 
it was much bigger than the sun at sunset. 

_Is$ated that the orange ball of light hung in 
the sky for a few seconds then it broke into two.columns of 
flames that fell to the o&n. 
"2 main col&ms 

described it &a&her as 
of ke 

flames." 
f.lames .-that a waterfall of 

thought that; "it lo 
fireworks 

kind.of 
that had gone wrong.". eCthat.ati 

the,flames and debriq fell to the.ocean, rail of~dark 
smoke which- got darkei: as it fell.- 

‘L~vdgarbnon 7/26/96 rt Rohkorikoma, New York 

. . 
:_: _ 

._ 

_ 

pfio p ‘265A-NY-259028 -CC -203 : 

by SA L&AINR WARTYNIAR/dap 
. m-1 ’ ... 

_ ..: 
Data dictrtod 7/26/96 .:‘- .-1.;: 

:_:. 
:. 2,. 
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At the same time that 
the sky, he also saw a cloud of 
this cloud as thick white smoke; 
looked just like the white c-loud of smoke that was.seen-when the 
spaceship Challenger exploded. 

described the relationship of the white cloud 
. . as follows: 

The white cloud was approximately 8,000 feet in the air 
(his initial estimate), 
The orange ball was east 

the orange ball was lower, perhaps 5,000. 
of the cloud. 

was flying over land, crossing the Sunrise 
flying at 3500 feet when he- first saw the 

orange ball in the sky. He was approximately over Brookhaven 
Airport when he saw the orange ball begin to fall apart into 
water. -stated that the orange ball was ,approximately 

the 

2,000 feet lower than the cloud. He stated that it is very 
difficult-to judge the distance between the tw 
been one mile or five miles apart. 

They could have 

crash site 
they were: 

When-went to the 
,-r-y surprised at how ar out over the water 

orange ball. 
was flying east when they first spotted the 

them. 
He described it at the 2 o'clock position from 

Airport other 

tw0 separate-objects ;An fire .- 
like a flat V shape. 

120 degree airgle 
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245A-MY-259028 
C0ntbn.tbn of m-302 of _ ,OB 7/26/96 .?40 3 

objects were and thought two small planes had.crashed. He 
. described this as looking 

or two cylinders on fire. cigar butts or two long cans, 
had not seen it fall out of the stated that other pilots who 
on fire. 

sky described it'as an oil tanker 

W reported to NYA what he saw. He helicopter and C-130 below him and decided to leave then saw a 
He was approximately at-2,000-2,500.feet and ten riles fro: shore 

partner thought something hit the plane. After he landed *he 
His 

looked at the plane and there was a grease mark on the w&g 
which he wiped off. 

stated that it was a very clear evening, no 

see Easthampton 
and visibility more than ten miles. 

fkom where he 'was. He could 
There was still a light blue 

'Q 
sky when he first saw the orange ball of light in the sky. 

plane, 
-was flying'at.Beach Travel Air twin engine 

I-seater, call number N2084C, tan, withdark brown stripe 
with a little orange in the stripe. , 

saw no other planes or boats in the area. 

-. -' sketch.of the position of the 
relative-to his position. 
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Grand Jury Material Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent LORRAINE MARTYNIAK: 

small-engine flight instructor 
with-so an instructor stated the~;$~~~ 
from adARTHUR AIRPORT in Ronkonkoma at'8:30 p.m., 
1996, the night of the TWA Flight 800 plane crash. 
east over land. 

They flew' 
At approximately 8:40 p.m, they see at their 

2:00 o'clock position a white cloud of smoke at approximately 
8,000 feet. East of this cloud and 2,000 feet over is an orange 
ball which hangs in the sky a few seconds and then falls to the 
;c!z;zsin two columns of flames, described as a waterfall of 

. They are directed by the control tower to go to the 
crash site. First to arrive, they see two distinct objects in 
the water in flames, described as cylindrical and close to each 
other and at an approximate 120 degree angle to each other. 

265/bNY -259028-SUB.m., +. 
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Dale of trrnwriplion 8/8/96 

(NY) t 
cted at his residence by 
era1 Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI) and BARTHOLOMEW AVERSANO, Alcohol Tobacco & 
Firearms and Suffolk County Police Department Detective W ILLIAM 
JAROSZ. SCHAFF provided the following information: 

were practice 
&AI *a&y. --em - 

.a.,, -s-v, -- -CT- imatelv-8:15 om, _____.. - _ ~* - 
I*t~~~off in a twin engine, Beach Travel A?!. ---=----~ 

nF Tclin Y"J.b "a. NY- -r takeoff, they headed due east 
towards the Hamptons. *-*IF -B; 

t1 
was flying m @  ed an 

hv A#=* 
e airpl 

-- --- - Le-right-f the plane. 
=c which means’ 

aooroximately 
flying at an altitude- 8:40 pm or 8:4 

of approximate 
the corner of 
to look at the 
flames which separat 
water. The flash ap 
explosion was approx 

believes a piece of 

lpeared in 

-described what 
'0 pieces and f 
the southeast. 
00 to 2000 fee 
'ere flying. A 
rds the area i 
r 5 to 10 m inut 
were flying at 

When they rea 
,rn the explosic 

roximately 
that they 
) 160 mph: 
debris frc 

flash out of 
s attention 
as a ball of 

believes the 

,fter-the explosion, 
t appeared in. He 
.es to get to the 
: a speed of 
ched the site 
,n hit their pl 

they decided to leave the area. 

.the color of the smoke as white and it 
- As the smoke extended down towards 

the water, the color of the smoke trail grew dark. 

could not,see- if there b&e any boats i-n the 
nsion; However, area of t he did see a C-130 airplane in 

the area. 372 
Invesligallon on 7/24/96 at Ronkonkoma, New York 

ao5a i' 
FI&= 265A-NY-259028 - q/&pp~j -er 

5> SA SCOTT W . KORMAN/dap Date d~crated 7/26/96 

--,< 4 ,...... y’ ‘?C’>‘“’ “e:!\e7 -eo--cne~.la*!cc~ en. yc”;i!J:!syJc “C ‘he =‘91 I, ,< .kC “I”OL.*’ ,, .*I. -cay 3-J a< :‘?!nfJ .T .,,a,:- ?I’?” -..-. 
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F X D E R A L  B U R E A U  O F  INVE! iX IGATION 

b e a c h  and-se t u p  a  camps i te . 
a t S m ith  P o int m a n y  tim e s , a n  

pa rked  nea r  a n  o r a n g e  marke r  o n  th e  b e a c h . 
she  cou ld  locate th is  marke r  if necessary.  

o n  th e  b e a c h . L a te r  th a t even ing , she  h e a + ::.’ 
a n e  h a d  c rashed  into th e  o c e a n  1 0  r m fb S  

E a s t Mor ic  

This d o c u m e n t  con ta ina  n & h e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  MI  conc lur io ru  of  the  FBI.  II is the  proper ty  of  Ihe  FBI  
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C’:?ENSENand 
was interviewed by Detective STEPHEN 

Police Department. 
LVIN POWELL of the Suffolk County 

The interview was conducted on July 20, 1996. 

The undersigned reporter accompanied bv Detective 
CALVIN POWELL, number-835 also of the 6th S uad-Detectives, 

intervieweq.FF 
Lake 

Ronkonkoma, 

The interview took place at the witnesses residence on 
July 20, 1996, at approximately 1130 hours. -stated that he 
and his wife were camping on Smiths Point Beach, one-fourth mile 
east of the camping marker east of Smiths Point Park. 
in their camper at about dusk when 

They were 
looked out his window 

and observed an orange glow in the d thought it was a 
distress flare, he observed no smoke at that time. 

observed an explosion and two objects drop into 
moke trailing. He could not determine how far 

away the incident occurred from his location. Incident was south !G !, 
to south east from his location. 1 . / i-l Witness observed a tan light aircraft flying low over 
beach, wheels down just prior to incident. 

, 
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Date of transcription 

On. July 17, 1996, 
h 

and his wife 
at the Smith Point outer beat 

,w arrived 
or 7:00 pm. 

camp area at approxima e y 6:30 pm 
They @&ked their trailer approximately 

feet from the water, on the beach. While on the 
observed a small yellow propeller plane flying at a ve 
altitude b?er the beach from time to time, but this plane looked 
unusual because it flew very low and its landing gea; was dowri' 
The plane looked like an old crop duster. O ther than this -.A 
distraction, the beach was quiet, and 
individuals passing by. 

-observed only a few : J  

About 45 m inutes to an hour later, at approximately 
8:30 pm or 8:45 pm, _ was sitting at the kitchen table in his 
trailer. ?Ie looked outslde the window, south, toward the ocean. 
and saw a bright orange, large flame which was expanding in a . 
mushroom-shape in the sky over the ocean. The skv was overcast 
and somewhat hazy, and it was dusk. 
for approximately five or ten seconds? 

erv;d t 
then sa 

his flame -'y _- y 
.w a second fi 

flaming object which was long and flat inshape. This obiect '-83 .i :$j 
fell from the sky parallel to the oc tean. As i t fell, 
funnel-shape of smoke spiraling down toward they 

observed this for about 15 or 20 seconds. 
-* T :y@  

loud noises or explosions. After the objects :a . 
looked out at the ocean again, this time with "; 

but he saw nothing. At approximately ,.-: 
9:30 pm;Bheard a news report that a plane had crashed into 
the ocean. 

Inwwganon on 7/24/96 

Filc# 265A-NY-259028 

al East Moriches, New York (telenhnnieni 

hx 
ps 

SA PETER M. BRABY.cam 

1238 
Thus dosumenr contains neither recommcndanons nor conclusions of the FB 

II and INS conrcnrs arc not to he dw+wrrd outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/12/96 

as contacted aboard 
t the State Pier, Fall River, 

icial identitv of 
the * -- interviewing Agent and he thereafter provided the following 
information: 

He resides 
home telephone number 

a~;He~h~;~,s~;s;~~ has 

remaining to obtain his college degree from WENTWORTH INSTITUTE, 
Boston, 
needed. 

MA, and he joins fishing crews to obtain salary as 

He was First Mate on the 
-he watch" in the whee~~e~~~l::;i~~'~;,~~4n 

They had left an area called TOWER RUINS, and 

'l-l 
were fishing the 26-500 line. 
line, 

They then moved to the 43-700 
and were roughly following the 700 in an easterly direction 

off Moriches, Long Island. 
sky position he saw what a 

To his left, at "about 10 o'clock'@ in 

called to Captain ~~~~'"u~hFPK~~~d~~:i~~~~~~~~~ 

cad just le then erupted into a huge firLbal1, which broke in& two 
and fell into the sea. believes that the 

was within six miles of the area because it was 
six mile sweep of TROPICO's radar. There were two 

vessels much closer to the scene, and a UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
cutter, which passed the requested those two vessels 
to respond to the scene. 
impact area. 

did not respond to the 
There was e, 

comb pieces of debris. 
fuel smell, and honey 

first vessel radio tran 
advised that upon hearing the 

t an airplane explosion, he 
it might have been a small "Piper Cub" type 

flying around their area a short time 
as asked to focus on "the flare", and he 

observation was of a flare-like ascending 
light that preceded the large explosion. He stated that it was 
possible that "the flare" was TWA Flight 800 in an ascending 
climb rather than an "earth to sky" type flare launch. His 
attention was drawn to a bright ascending light which almost 

.- 

Investigation on 8/12/96 at Fall River, Massachusetts 255A-NY-2% 028~SUB c’C _.-. -- ._ 
Fjle# 265A-NY-259028 /- 1. - . . - 

SA LAWRENCE S. FERREIRA/jeb Date dictated B/12/96 AUG 2 8 1996 

This document contains neither recommendntions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is’loaned 6~ y&agency; r- . : ‘_ ” 
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ded, broke in two burning pieces, and fell to imediatelv ’ the sea. 1s the only crew member who saw the ttflare@ l. 

is available for recontact. 



‘1 1, j33 rJ(Is.1 ON. (‘)6:&-NY ~~:i:J’,‘()%f~ ) (I’ ) 

Cl f’nl Nf1W YOHK/IMMEDl ATT-/ 
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!i I:1 Hot.& 2 A’1 ‘I I-s I I<Ol’i t:cr. 1 tli:.Y tIA1, I 1 C -I AN ARCA CALLED ‘TOWER .“., .’ : j 

.J CNS, OrJD WI-IH~: F’I:‘iti CNI; t’f-{I-: 215 .:iC)O L.J:Nk:. WI-; y THEN MOVED TO ;*, v 3 

tlt.hWlr\cc iHk 700 IN AN 
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.!l’I ItLSf’CJND ‘If) 2tlt 3 Ml’~?.‘l fitG,fi. -I I-lt’lit WA!; I? LOT OF SMOKE, 

1 JI.:l. !3MC-:I .I . , ANY) I IC)Nl.:Y (X)MlI IJILI:Xfi!i 111.’ I)ir:t)K 11:; . BADVLSED 

; IfI’1 I WV13 NG ‘1 I lh t I ICSI VI S!il,t. ‘U CUW3 0 -I I\IAN!iM3 SYIONS ABOUT AN 

. 

0 LRf’LANi; i~%l&.l&;Il1N, I It.: fiNt) 0 t’t lCMJt;l I I’ 
I 

fl- MIGHT t4AVE BEEN .. 

SMnl I- “I’ll-‘Et< C:UU” ‘IYI’t A’rIPl.fiNF WI-l3C:iI IlAD J.JEEN F’LYING AROUND .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVISTlCATlON 

Dale of lruucm 7123196 

out oi Montauk, Long Island, New York was interview&d on the 
-,-berthed at the piers at Galilee/Point Judith regarding the 
crash of TWA Flight 800 off Long Island on July 17, 1996. 

a commercial fisherman for eight and one half 
years, king on the-for three months. He 
explained that even though the boat is officially home ported at 
Montauk, the vessel 

dir 
s  primarily out of Point Judith for 

convenience. The has been working off the East Moriches 
Inlet off Long Island for one and one half months an 
familiar with the area. 

"11111 is 

The m departed Point Judith for the fishing grounds ~ 
off East Moriches the evening of July 16th., arriving there at 
approximately 4:30-5:00 a.m. July 17th. They immediately set the 
nets for squid and dragged for approximately four 
then reset the nets. It was good visibility all day. 
noticed no other vessels except draggers that day. 
day topside on the stern "picking" and hauling. 

Them stopped fishing at 6:30-7:00 p.m. because 
fishing was bad, turned easterly and started hauling the nets. 
They hauled the.nets halfway, cbntinuin to dra them behind the 
boat for the purpose of cleaning them. Wand- 

-remained on the stern cleaning up, the net still in the 
water. 

At approximately 8:45 p.m., looking directly 
over the stern, saw two bright yellow-orange fireballs due west 
at approximateiy 5,000-6,000 feet, 65-70 degrees high in the sky 
falling very fast slightly from right to left/southerly. These 
fireballs were one hundred to five 
large, about the size of a hand 
first/lower fireball was a bit larger 
smoke was trailing behind both balls. 
The balls were falling very fast at 
lasted for ten to fifteen seconds, maybe twenty seconds 

lmestiption on 7/22/96 a1 NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND 

File= 265A-NY-259028 p: _. 
O&C/ SA THOMAS J. CARSON JR./dmi 

b! SA CHRISTOPHER NEUGUTH . Date dictated 
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they disappeared at the horizon. 
noted. 

No explosion on impact was 
He did not hear anything during this incident, but it was 

very noisy on the deck because of machinery. _ noted he 
had never seen anything this bright in the sky at night at sea. 

initially estimated the fireballs at eight 
turned out to be fourteen to fifteen m iles 

away. The weather was clear but hazy and it was approaching 
dusk, not completely dark. The boat was five m iles off the beach 
and about two to three m iles east of SHINNECOCK INLET at this 
time. 

‘b 
then confirmed what 
se to report same to 
that it m ight have been flares, to which 

advised that he was sure it was something big and not 
flares. -then ordered the net be brought in, turned the 
boat westerly and proceeded to the site. 

In the meantime, the Captain had notified the COAST 
GUARD of the sighting and that the 

r 
was en route. 

after retrieving the net, began to clear the 

Upon arrival two COAST 
GUARD helicopters and one "110" cutter were on the scene. The 

was the first civilian boat there. 

The COAST GUARD requested the 
assiqned them an area to search south 

assistance and 
There were 

flames twenty - thirty feet high about the size of two football 
fields, floating human bodies and debris consisting of plane 
parts, insulation and seats. The initial objective was to locate ' 
survivors. -advised that another Point Judith fishing 
boat, the GREEN ARROW, was also at the scene. 

Them assisted with the recovery of bodies until 
approximately 4:30 a.m. July 18th. Because of them high 
freeboard, recovery operations from that boat were not feasible, 
so-primary m ission was to locate bodies for pick u by 

the smaller sport fishing craft that had arrived. The 
e 

did 
recover one body, a female in her twenties, nude and part a y 
burned. The body was transferred to a NASSAU COUNTY POLICE 

066% DEPARTMENT boat.- 
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Conhurtion of FD-302 of .oa .Rlc 

The- arrived in the vicinity of Point Judith the 
morning of July 19th but was diverted to fish an area south of 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD. 
evening, July 20th. 

The boat returned to Point Judith Saturday 

could not recall any unusual boats, lights, or 
ther before or after the incident. 

Personal background on 

DATE OF BIRTH: 

PLACE OF BIRTH: 

is as follows: 

RESIDENCE: 

HOME PHONE: 
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Date of transcription 

New York, ll! 
# was advised of the 

et and the purpose of the interview. .-!~$en “:<Ty 
provided the following information: '.$,; 

'Bg 
IntervIewIng 

On the night of TWA F light 800's crash, -and a 
group of friends wewet a waterhole located off O ld Country 
Road, Speonk, New York, in the vicinit the Suffolk County 
Police Department's F irearms Range. 
of the waterhole approximately four aipi 

was on the west bank j$i 
feet in the <water when he 

noticed an orange flare ascending from the south traveling in a 
west-northwest direction trailing white or light gray smoke. He 
then observed the flare strike what looked like an eastbound 
Cessna airplane on the port side. -saw a small burst of 
flame erupt from the port side wing near the fuselage. 
Approximately two (2) seconds later he saw the plane 0 into a 

The fireball descended and 
# 

lost sight 
line. W ithin five (5) secon s he heard what 

spiral and explode. 
of it below-the tree 
sounded like thunder and felt the ground shake. 

-.- Investigation on 7/24/96 at Speonk, New York 

F il,m# 265A-NY-259028 

' by SA JOSEPH D. FOELSCH, JR./mam Date dicutcd 7/24/96 
I 
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approximately one 
quarter of a (statute) mile east of the intersection of Old 
Countr 

h 

Road and Speonk Riverhead Road in Speonk, New York. 
was advised of the identities of the interviewing agents 

and t e nature of the interview. During the course of the 
interview-was given a standard ruler frcT which he made 
various measurements at an arm's length. The top of the tree 
iine from a roximately eye-level was measurea to be one (1) 

inch. pp provided the following information: 

was with four 

located on the western side of the water hole'facing in an 
approximate southeastern direction. His four friends were 
located behind him on the bank of the water hole. 

southeast 
-was looking in a direction he believed to be 
=t a clear sky when he observed the following series of 

events: 

An "orange flare" flew up into the air from,\ the 
direction of southeast immediately above the tree line from a 
direction of left to (a direction of) right. The spot on the 
tree line from which this occurred was above and between two 
fence posts that had a horizontal pole joining them which was 
located behind two bushes on the other side of the water hole. 
The morange flare" ascended to, and appeared to impact with, a 
‘speck" in the air above and at a higher altitude from where the 
norange flare" was first observed. Because of the small size of 
the "speck", it was believed that the "speck" was a Cessna. The 
"speck" was light grey in color. A piece of the aircraft, 
believed to be a wing, came straight down in a near vertical path 
to the tree line from the "speck". The rest of the "speck", 

Investigation on 6/13/1997 81 Speonk, New York 

FileW 265A-NY-259028 @Cl- b-3 Date dicasd N/A 
Christina Gust 

by Steven A. Bonqardt (sab) 
OP?3 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of he FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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was re-interviewed at a private water hole 

t south of Old Country Road and approximately one 
quarter of a (statute) mile east of the intersection of Old 

am 
Road and Speonk Riverhead Road in Speonk, New York. 
as advised of the identities of the interviewing agents 

the interview. During the course of the 
was given a standard ruler from which he made 

various measurements at an arm's length. The top of the tree 
line from approximately eye-level was measured to be one (1) 
inch. TOOKER provided the following information: 

On the evening of July 17, 1996,sas with four 
friends at a water hole located on orivate nronertv which was 

located on the western side of the water hole facing in an 
approximate southeastern direction. His four friends were 
located behind him on the bank of the water hole. 

as looking in a direction he believed to be 
southeast at a clear sky when he observed the following series of 
events: 

'L 
An "orange flare" flew up into the air from the 

rection of southeast immediately above the tree line from a 
direction of left to (a direction of) right. The spot on the 
tree line from which this occurred was above and between two 
fence posts that had a horizontal pole joining them which was 
located behind two bushes on the other side of the water hole. 
The "orange flare" ascended to, and appeared to impact with, a 
"speck" in the air above and at a higher altitude from where the 
"orange flare" was first observed. Because of the small size of 
the "speck", it was believed that the "speck" was a Cessna. The 
"speck" was light grey in color. A piece of the aircraft, 
believed to be a wing, came straight down in a near vertical path 
to the tree line from the "speck'*. The rest of the "speck", 
believed to be the rest of an aircraft, descended at a slight 
angle from a direction of right to (a direction of) left. 
Approximately three (3) to five (5) seconds after the remainder 
of the "speck" descended behind the tree line, an "earthquake 
rumble" was heard and felt -later stated the time elapsed 
between these two observations as approximately two and a half 
(2.5) to three (3) seconds). 

,,mieinitially, also called the "orange flare", a 
. He stated he saw no actual object but did see an 

Case ID : 265A-NY-259028-302 Serial : 3598 
265A-NY-259028-CC1 653 
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orange light with a "spotted" contrail that seemed to be 
"propelled by something". The contr ' 
a quarter (1.25) inch in length. 

* 

as approximately one and 
recalled observing the 

---range flare" travel the entire t e way up to the speck". He 
lrd nothing associated with the observations of the "orange 

'bare". The path of the "orange flare" was further described as 
ascending vertically and arching to the right, the final angle of 
its path being approximately fifteen ees to the right of 
a vertical line from the tree line. was certain of the 
left to right direction but recalled that the amount of movement 
across the horizon in a horizontal direction was very small. The 
"orange flare" was consistent in its speed which was described as 
"ver quick". 

Y 

Based on his recollections of observing aircraft, 
estimated this ascending object traveled at approximately 

wice the speed of a normal aircraft and took approximately three 
and one half (3.5) seconds to reach the grey "speck". 

The "orange flare" ascended to the exact same point in 
the sky as the grey "speck" and exploded - increasing from the 
"size of a penny to the size of a quarter" and from a ripe peach 
color to a lighter "orange-orange" color. The point of this 
explosion was approximately one and five eighths (1.625) inches 
above the tree line. Immediately, as the explosion occurred, the 
piece that-hought was a wing came off and fell almost 
straight vertically downward - fifteen (15) degrees left of a 
vertical line drawn to the tree line - in about one half (.5) 
seconds. It came down approximately one quarter (.25) of an inch 
to the left (east) of the position of the explosion. This piece 
appeared to rotate. 

The bigger (remaining) piece of the aircraft consisted 
L-L an orange light - a ball of flames which left a trail of 

black smoke. This piece descended at an approximate forty-five 
(45) degree angle (from a horizontal line with the point of the 
explosion) until it went behind the tree line. Thisabigger piece 
came down approximately one (1) inch to the left (east) of the 
position of the explosion. The flames were approximately three 
quarters as long as the length of the ball which did not appear 
to rotate. The smaller piece was one quarter the size of this 
bigger fireball. 

T 

recalled that he had the impression that all 
three jects, the "orange flare", the smaller piece, and the 
large f reball, were coming towar opposed to away from or 
at a co @ant distance from him. estimated that the 
entire vent, from the time he first observed the ascending 
object, to the time the bigger fireball went behind the tree 
line, took approximately five and a half seconds. 

started to observe the sequence of 
even-started ,Pw them. After the 
fireball went behind the tree line and his friends left 
the water hole. went home an told his mother what he had 
observed. 

contacted the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
days later to report what he had seen. 0 
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stated he had waited until that time because he had felt that a 
lot of people would probably have witnessed what had occurred and 
that his statement would not have been needed. After a few days, 

Yen he had not heard anything conclusive about the cause of the 
ash on the news, he decided to contact the Federal Bureau of 

bvestigation because he thought that he might be able to help. 

disliked the media and had not contacted nor 
He had no plans to do so. 

f 
had no flight experience but was building a 

"gyrocop er" with his girlfriend's father. He had 20/20 vision 
and was not color blind. 

stated that, since the explosion, he has looked 
o air missiles in a book belonging to his uncle. 

TOOKER further stated that what he saw did not look like the 
pictures he had seen in the book, in that the pictures in the 
book were taken closer distance than from where he had made his 
observations. 

At the conclusion of the interview-was asked to 
replay the sequence of events he witnessed that evening with 
respect to the "orange flare" and ensuing fireball in his mind or 
aloud - whichever he preferred. His silent recollection of these 
events took approximately twenty seconds. 

uw% 
-- -- __---.__--__-_I-- _ ~. - _. 
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Dac of truaaiptkn 07/23/96 

On July 21, 1996, 
Special Agent (SA) DONALD W. 

was interviewed by 
MCCORMICK, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI), 
Firearms (ATF), 

and SA JAMES DitiIA, Alcohol Tobacco and 
at his residence. 

m- advised that on July 17, 
were walkina on the beach at Smith 

-advised he iooked up into the sky, 

gzrsE$? """""'s~:'%$n:$dt~ 
glow was an aircraft, or not. 

1996, he and 
c Point State Par . 

and viewed the area 
small orange glow in 
determine whether the 

stated he initially 
might have been a flare from a boat. 
actually see a flare projected from a 

btook his eye off the 
Not noting any boat, 
in the sky. 

returned his glace to the glow still 

stated he returned his vi&ion to the oran e 
ewed for an additional second or two. 

advised he now noted a flash developed from the area of 9 e g ow. 
The flash then became a more noticeable fire or explosion. Two 

te pieces of fiery material began dropping to the 
advised, he initially believed there was a mid-air 

materials. 
pieces until 

aircraft because of the two separate fiery 
advised he continued to view the two fiery 

into the ocean. 

the water, 
advised a few minutes after the pieces fell into 

of smoke drifted over the beach. 2w 
there after, rescue operations began. 59028-SUBe; _ 

r 

=nE#z!?~ j, 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANDREW DE CICCO, SA KEVIN MATHIESON, and Senior 
investigator from the New York State Police JOHN F. CASSINO, at 
the Smith Point County Park on July 20, 1996: 

St. James, New York, 
advised he is a lifeguard at 0 

and worked Wednesday, July 17, 1996, from 
9:30 am - 5:30 pm. He stated he did not notice anything unusual 
on the beach that afternoon, but stated the beach was crowded 
because it was a beautiful day. 

Sussex, New 
staying at her 

, Mastic, New York, 
th on the beach at 

Smith Point on Wednesday, July 17, 1996, from 11:OO am - 3:30 pm, 
and did not see anything unusual. Both women stated the beach 
was crowded with many people that day. 

, Brentwood, 
New York, 

'L advised she was in t 
night, July 17, 1996, and did not see anything. She did not see 
any fire or smoke in the sky. 

Commack, 
zeiephoneu!ate of Birth l -4 

New York, 
advised he 

-&as at the Smith Point camping ground on Wednesday, July 17, 
;996, and did not see anything. 

advised they were at the 
Wednesday, July 17, 1996. and did not hear or see anything 
ccncerning the crash of the airplane. 

Mastic Beach, New 
Date of Birth 

int camping gr 
?:&nesday, July 17, 1996, but did not see anything. 

:-iephones Date of Birth 
- Mastic Beach, Ne~.X&r~ti~9028SL 

:le came over the bridge toward the Smith Point camping gkound at 
w 

3CD - - reximately 8:3c) pm, on Wednesday, July 17, 1996, and did not CC:. 
i:ear cr see anything unusual until he got near the pavif%on when:,. --- 
ti2 sa;a: smoke and everyone lccklng t-ward it. I .- .- - 

% 
RUG .i fjigg6 . 

- --. 'L-. _-._ 1 * fir 
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commercial 
The following individuals, who possess Connecticut 

fishing licenses, 
P. McKenna on July 26, 

were contacted by Special Agent John 
1996, regarding any unusual activities 

they may have seen in the vicinity of Port Jefferson, Long 
Island, during the early hours of July 12, 1996, or on July 17 
and 18, 1996. 

on the dates 
a lobsterman with 4 to 5 

Island just east of 
also recommended 
Guilford, 

plane exploded. 

thought he recalled hearing 
note on the night the 

He described Port 
Jefferson as too far away for him to see clearly, so he did not 
see anything significant on the dates in question. 

significant on the dates in question. 

1 
advised t 

‘L--l of 
themonth that he sol 
that his father is a lobste 
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265A-NY-259028 
JPM/tfr 
2 

his father every day, seven days a week. 
that neither he nor his father saw 
dates in question. 

a advise $!!!?!%~ 
said he has not had the boat out or 3 weeks, that he h6s e 
boat up for sale, and that he did not see anything significant on 
the dates in question. 

said he has a lob&e* license. 
is boat for the past month, and he 

saw nothing of significance on the dates in question. 

7/13/96 or 7/14/96. 
in question. 

saw nothing of note on the dates 

The following individuals possessing Connecticut 
commercial fishing licenses were contacted by Special Agent John 
P. McKenna on July 29, 1996, regarding any unusual activities 
they may have seen in the vicinity of Port Jefferson, Long 
Island, during the early hours of July 12, 1996, or on July 17 
and 18. 1996. 

nothing significant on the dates in question. 

in uuestion. 
-found what he balieved to be a pie& ok ikuiatlon from TWA 
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Flight 800 in the water. 
Coast Guard at Montauk, 

turned in the item to the U.S. 
. 

The following individuals possessing Connecticut 
fishing licenses were contacted by Special Agent John P. McKenna 
on July 31, 1996, regarding any unusual activities they may have 
seen in the vicinity of Port Jefferson, Long Island, during the 
early hours of July 12, 1996, or on July 17 and 18, 1996. 

He said he can see the 

"L-l 

powerhouse stacks near Port Jefferson, but he can't see the 
harbor from where he usually fishes. -saw nothing unusual 
on the dates in question. 

from wher; he operates. 
significant on the dates 

anything significant on the dates-in question. 

listing for such a person in West Haven,'Connecticut. 

Efforts to 
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listing for such a person in East Haven,'Connecticut. 

saw nothing significant relating to 

appeared to be a flare &avelling fr 
and then a bright flash afterwards. 

ter toward the sky, 
boat was somewhere 

south of Faulkner's Island when he this, and he 
estimated he was 12 to 15 miles from this sight. It was only 
when he turned on a television set 15 minutes to a half hour 
later, and saw news reports indicating that TWA Flight 800 had 
exploded over the water, that Gozzi realized what it was that he 
had witnessed. -advised that he had been visited by a male 
FBI agent several weeks ago to discuss this matter, but could not 
recall the agent's name. 



. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 08/09/96 

On July 24, 1996, Special Agent (SA) WILLIAM F. LYNCH, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), while doing random 
interviews between the hours of 5:00 PM to 10:00 PM at Smith 

asked if he visits this park regularly; had 
1996 when TWA flight #SO0 crashed, and 

whether he had noted anything unusual at the park, on the land, 
sea, or in the sky, 
time leading up to that date. 

ht of the crash, or at any 
advised as follows: 

m* Olympics team, 
is a coach of the Suffolk County Special 

and he and several other coaches are readying 
their runners for the Special Olympics Marathon, and take them to 
Smith Point Park every Wednesday, 
around the parking lot, 

approximately 5:30 PM to run 

circumference. 
which is exactl'y one mile in 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, at approximately 
6:30 PM to 7:15 PM, he saw two cars parked in the far, northeast 
corner, a few yards away from the large garbage container that is 
emplaced nearby and he noted that the two cars were not parked 
between the parking stripes, but were parked directly behind each 
other, and he thought this strange. 

-recalled that one of these vehicles was a small 
white car, while the other was a blue car, and was parked 
directly behind the white one, so that it could not move unless 
the blue car was moved. 

He continued that he also observed two dark complected 
individuals, a male and a female, who were Wet Americans" and a- 
who walked away from those two cars, 
water's edge. 

and down to the nearby bay 

..,_. ..--' -. .I cc 

b Investigation on 7/24/96 Smith Point Park, New YQrk i'i!; 
at 1 

File I 265A-NY-259028 IJ 
c’-- 

by SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH/axh 7/25/96 
/ac f-c 
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265A-NY-259028 
Con t inurtion 01 FD-302 , On 07/24/96 ,Pagt 2 

He described the male as approximately 5'101' to 6' 
tall, 240 pounds and stocky. 
sleeve shirt. 

* 

He had long trousers and a short 
estimated this man to be in his 40's. 

female, 
had little descriptive information regarding the 

other than to guess that she too was in her 40's. 

q on July 17, 
stated that he was at the Smith Point parking lot 

19 6 until 8:30 PM, but did not see TWA flight #800, 
either before or after it exploded. 
ltbangt@ or V@popN', 

He did recall hearing a 
like a tire exploding, and recalled that this 

was at 8:30 PM to 8:35 PM. He also recalled that there was a lot 
of boat traffic on the bay side on the evening of July 17, 1996. 

did state that two of his coaches, 
Last Name Unknown (LNU), 

named- 
and-, did see flight #800 go 

'L-l down, and added that while he does not have their last names he 
does have their phone numbers, and promised to either get those 
numbers for SA LYNCH, or bring the two coaches to talk to the 
FBI. . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tmnscription 07/25/96 

On July 19, 1996, at about 2 PM, Sergeant FRED DELUCA 
and Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA, SO-g, were present in the vicinity 
of Smith Point County Park, Shirley, Long Island. Motorist and 
passersby where interviewed in an effort to further the 
investigation regarding downing of Trans World Airline (TWA) 
Flight Number 800. The results are as follows: 

2:00 PM - 
wnotworkingonJuly17 andhas&- 

Smith Point Campground Security 

orma ion that may aid this investigation. 
_ 

2:04 PM - 9 I in trailer spot 
$"' states t;ma;:30@\ 

M, July 17, s railer. 
airplane flying easterly and low flying. The next time 
she looked, she saw a "white flash" and two (2) 

masses of fire falling to-the. 
as not seen suspicious people in the 

2:35 PM - 

3:00 PM - &lice Chief ETERS of the Smith Point County Park 
Police was conferred with. No information has been 
reported to him as to suspicious people in the area. 

3:20 PM 
- .t9m!!mgY:k2;o::: Attendants 

265A-NY-259028-SUB& 

Investigation on 07/19/96 at Shirley, New York :c -. 

‘- File R 265A-NY-259028 /A 
Sergeant FRED DELUCA w 

hY Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA (SO-91 NG: hr& dlc@red 07/23/96 - 
This document contains neither recotnmendattons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and IS loaned co your agency: 
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F E D E R A L  B U R E A U  O F  I N V E S T I G A T I O N  

Date  of  t ranscr ipt ion 7 /27/96 

w a s  a d v  
La r  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  in te rv iew w a s  

1 7 , rega ra lng  m e  July x W A  F l igh t 8 0 0  a i rp lane  c rash. 
th e r e a fte r , p rov ided  th e  fo l low ing  in fo r m a tio n : 

sta te d  th a t o n  th e  e v e n i n g  o f July 1 7 , 1 9 9 6 , 
icycle in  th e  park ing  a r e a  o f th e  S m ith  P o in t 

h e  
P a rk c a m p g r o u n d s , 
a p p r o x i m a tely  8 :3 0  

w h e r e  h e  w a s  visitin g  w ith  h is  p a r e n ts, w h e n  a t 
P M  h e  l ooked  u p  a t th e  sky in  a n  e a s ter ly  

d i rec tio n  a n d  s a w  tw o  b r igh t r ed  cy l inder- typ e  s h a p e s  fal l  d o w n  
to w a r d  th e  w a ter  in  oppos i te  d i rec tio n s . 

iA  b u t th a t h e  d id  
sta te d  th a t h e  d id  n o t h e a r  a n y  u n u s u a l  no ises  
s e e  dark  s m o k e  c o m e  u p  fro m  th e  w a ter . 

, 

3s  

‘4  
fnveat fgr tkn o n  7/20/96 

pi le  IY  2 6 5 A - N Y - 2 5 9 0 2 8  

at  L o n g  Isla n d , N e w  Y o rk 

by  S A  K E V IN  C . M A T H IE S O N /d p  k@ j Date  d ic ta ted 7 / 2  3 / 9  6  
O Y W / 

This  d o c u m e n t  con ta ina  ne f tber  r e c o m m e n d r t i o n r  no r  cauc fus ion8  of  the  FBI. It ia  the  p roper t y  of  the  FBI  u d  is & a n d  to v o w  I~ O C O : 
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265A-NY-259028 
J&:cam 

was telephonically interviewed by 

Department. of the New York State Police 
The interview was conducted on July 19, 1996. 

advised she was on a sailboat in Shinnecock 
She advised that she only saw the burst of flames in the 

air and did not see anything prior to that. 

Date of Birth - same 
with similar results. 

It is noted that th the "lightning fleet" based o were sailing as part of uthampton yacht club - 

. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/7/96 

rpose of the interview. then provided 

then stated, 
and noticed two 
direction. 
because the 

She did not see the fireballs impact the ocean 

Dune Road. 
the bay and her view was blocked by 

because she 
believes the fireballs did impact the ocean 
white smoke rising from the area where she 

assumed the fireballs wpuld have hit the water. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB .. cc3 

-- ._ .- . . .._.. ._, __ ___ 

b Irrvc.qipct~ii~n tin 7/24/96 :I! 
Q O M  

Center Moriches, New York 

I‘lk = 265A-NY-259028 
SAs CINDY A. PEI 

I'\ JOSEPH D. FOELSCH, JRjC.;H:cxk I ).I'.. .iILLi!CJ -Y '24 96 .- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. Upon presentation of identification and advising them as to 
the purpose of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG) 

ing members of the New 

information: 
provided the following 

At approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 

"L 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported seeing 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles from their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into "two large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces." 
into the sea. 

The fireball subsequently disappeared 
Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue mission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this mission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

Invesllgation on 7/18/96 31 West Hampton Beach, NY ‘u T;;I~* 265A-NY-253028 j';lrJc& -3 
DET. WAYNE I. J?AROLAjiV' 

51 DET. KENMETH E!!C-ELHARDT bolt .!:c13lc.i --..____ 7/13/96 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. Upon presentation of identification and advising them as to 
the purpose of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG) 

ing members of the New 

information: 
provided the following 

At approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported seeing 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles from their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into "two large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces." 
into the sea. 

The fireball subsequently disappeared 
Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue m ission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this m ission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

Investlgalion on 7/1Sj36 r, t West Hanpton Beach, NY 

u File * 26!jA-N’f-25902S ,-;:I 12 5.: & -3 
DET. KA'<FiE T. P.4ROL.A“" 

5y DET. KE!I"IETH fr7!!GELHARDT 531C JIc131t2.i -_. 7/19/96 
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Date of transcription 7/24/96 

stated he was the Co-Pilot on ANG C-130 
during a routine training flight in and 

n July 16, 1996. Take off time from the 
base was 8:00 PM EST and flying altitude was a 1500'. The training mission planned was to execute an in-flight refueling 
maneuver with an A.NG HH-60 helicopter that was also flying in the 
local training area. 

observed 
zated at approximately 8:35 PM EST he 

about 4000'. The 
fireball descending from an altitude of 

fireball disappeared into the sea. The aircraft headed in the direction where the fireball entered th 
water. The aircraft remained in the area and communicated wit 
the United States Coast Guard inasmuch as it had been determin 
a passenger aircraft (TWA Fligh: 800' had crashed in the water 
off Center Moriches, Long Island, Xew York. 

:e 
h 
.ed 

rescue operations. 

-sated ::?a: fwo sorties were flown in 
sunport of the United States Coast 
total of 84 flares were dispensed. 

GyJard's rescue mission and a 
The aircraft returned tc the 

base after its second sortie at approximately 3:15 AM :uly 17, 

1395. 
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Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. Upon presentation of identification and advising them  as to 
the purpose-of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG), 
information: 

ing members of the New 
provided the following 

At approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported seeing 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles from  their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into I'two large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces." 
into the sea. 

The fireball subsequently disappeared 
Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue m ission through the utilization of 
dropped illum inating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this m ission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

Invcsllgation on 7/18/'96 Jl Vest Hanpton Beach, NY 
File d 265A-NY-259028 -.-"I 42 i.T J' -3 

DET. WAY!iE T. PA2OL.A "'I 
by DET. KEPI?lETH E!?GELHARDT linlc .!Icl2lc‘J -.__- 7/19/96 
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Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. Upon presentation of identification and advisina them as to 
the purpose-of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG) 
information: 

ing members (;f the New 
provided the following 

At approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 

seeing 

approximately 14 miles from their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into lltwo large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces.l' 
into the sea. 

The fireball subsequently disappeared 
Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue mission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this mission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

Investlgslion on 7/18j9G .lI West Hampton Beach, NY 

oa7/ 
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On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLE and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. Upon presentation of identification and advising them as to 
the purpose of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG) 
information: 

ing members of the New 
provided the following 

At approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported seeing 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 m iles from their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into "two large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces." 
into the sea. 

The fireball subsequently disappeared 
Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue m ission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this m ission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

Investigation on T/18/96 .I[ Vest Hampton Beach, NY 

File * 265A-NY-259028 ,::I 43 j.: 6 -3 
DET. WAYME I-. I?iiROL;i~"' 

51 DET. KE>I"lETH E!!GELHARDT bat2 .!lcI11Ic'.l -_..__ 7/19/96 
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On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. Upon presentation of identification and advising them as to 
the purpose of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG) 

ing members of the New 

information: 
provided the following 

At approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported seeing 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles from their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into "two large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces." 
into the sea. 

The fireball subsequently disappeared 
Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue mission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this mission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

Invcstlgatlon on 7/18/'96 dl West Hanpton Beach, NY 

File d 265A-NY-259028 ,'/IS 5: ti' -3 
DET. WAYtiE 'r. !?,4ROLAb“' 

51 DET. KEbJPJETH E!!C-ELHAP9T . . ~--.. Dale d:cl3It.i 7/19/96 
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Detc of transcription 07/24/96 

said on the evening of July 17, 1996 he was 

descending to the ground. 
when he noticed the plane 

flames heading 
said he saw a large ball o 

said the plane 
but did not see it land. 

actual crash. 
f ver the horizon so he wasn't able to see e 

plane before 
said he did not see anything happen to the 

crash. 

aid he then returned to his boat and headed out 
50 degrees towards the direction of the plane 

(PH) and 
two of his friends 

when he saw the plane explode. 

Ias asked by the interviewing agents if he had 
.seen any suspicio 
the plane crash. 

or activity leading up to the day of 

which had entered 
said he noticed a 40 foot red tug boat 

before Cj7/17/96. 
Inlet on the two previous weekends 

Inlet on the day 
saw this red tug boat.enter the 

crash but has notseen it since 
that day; The tug -boat-did not seem to have-any working function 
because he never saw any-crew members or. any tools or gear on the 
boat 
boat' -7 

added that he never saw the operator of the tug 
. 

the tug intered the Inlet-and traveled- in a 
When the tug boat left 

into-the ocepn it headed i 
_- s,i.d the tug stayed in the I 

Inverttgrtion on LJ 07/19/96 at Center Moriches, New 

Fil; = 265A-NY-259028 
SA Frederick R. Schmied 

.by SA Martin Bernstein 

i32534:. ‘: .:- 

.-- 
This document contains neither recommcndrtions nix cencl~sionr of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agea& . :- 

II Gid IIS contents are ndr‘ to be distributed outside your A’gency. 1.’ . . 
- : _ _-- 



..-_- 
000401 

FD-302a (Rev. 11-l)- ,d, 

265A-NY-259028 
Conmuation of FD-302 of 
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approximately an hour before leaving. 
tug boat in the Inlet before-initially 
of 07/06 and 07/07/96. 

ad not seen this 
it on the weekend 
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Darcoftrmscripion 07/25/96 

On July 19, 1996, at about 2 PM, Sergeant FRED DELUCA 
and Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA, SO-g, were present in the vicinity 
of Smith Point County Park, Shirley, Long Island. Motorist and 
passersby where interviewed in an effort to further the 
investigation regarding downing of Trans World Airline (TWA) 
Flight Number 800. The results are as follows: 

2:00 PM - 
-~otworkingonJulyI7 andhas&- 

Smith Point Campground Security 

on that may aid this investigation. 

2:04 PM - 

airplane flying easterly and low flying. 
she looked, she saw a 

The next time 
"white flash" and two (2) 

masses of fire falling to the. 
not seen suspicious people in the 

3:00 PM - &lice Chief ETERS of. the Smith Point County Park 
Police was conferred with. No information has been 
reported to him as to suspicious people in the area. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB &. 

Investigation on 07/19/96 at Shirley, New York 'C -* 

\i File % 265A-NY-259028 
/A 

Sergeant FRED DELUCA v 
hY Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA (SO-91 NG : hrg&, dictared 07/23/96 - 
This document conrains neilher recommendanons nor conclusions or’ the FBI Ir IS rhe properp crf the FBI and IS loaned to your agency; 
II and IIP il-nrents are nor to he dwnhured IWISIJC wur wencv 

623-q 



691 



PD-302 (Rev. 3-m-82) 

L.-l 

ouo41 I 6W 

-l- MD 
- 

FEDJiRAL BUREAU OF INVESIIGATION Ml 

Da8e of transcription 07/25/96 

On July 19, 1996, at about 2 PM, Sergeant FRED DELUCA 
and Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA, SO-g, were present in the vicinity 
of Smith Point County Park, Shirley, Long Island. Motorist and 
passersby where interviewed in an effort to further the 
investigation regarding downing of Trans World Airline (TWA) 
Flight Number 800. The results are as follows: 

2:00 PM - 
-AotworkingonJulyI7 andhas&- 

Smith Point Campground Security 

on that may aid this investigation. 
. - 

2:04 PM - I I in trailer spot 
1 states thm8:30@[ 

M, July 17, 8 railer. She noticed an 
airplane flying easterly and low flying. The next time 
she looked, she saw a "white flash" and two (2) 

masses of fire falling to the. 
s not seen suspicious people in the 

3:00 PM - 

2:35 PM - 

&ice Chief %TERS of.the Smith Point County Park 
Police was conferred with. No information has been 
reported to him as to suspicious people in the area. 

3:20 PM - 

265A-NY-259028-SUB& 

I 71 

Investigation on 07/19/96 at Shirley, New York 'C 2. 
'i Filet 265A-NY-259028 /n 

Sergeant FRED DELUCA w 
by Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA (SO-91 NG : hr+e dictated 07/23/96 - 
This document conums neither recommendanons nor conclusions of the FBI It IS the property crf the FBI and IS loaned to your agency: 
II and I~C zl’nrents are nor to he dwrnhured wrwie your aeencv 

6lr.q 
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Date of rranscription 07/24/96 

flew some approaches during what remained of the daylight hours. 
described approaches as flying out over the water and then 

back to the airport. 

stated that at approximately 8:25-8:30 p.m., the 
ZpteFWZZFin a hover over runway 24 at Gabreski Airport. 

she aircraft. The helicopter was facing 
noted he wa in the right 

r's seat, and 
said he saw a streak of red 

'described the 
-to his left, or from west 

streak of light as having the 
1 image of a shooting star. 

higher elevation to a lower elevation in a 
The streak moved from a 

curve. The streak was almost horizontal. 
streak for one to two seconds after which 

zlr 

oted he did not hear anything. He was wearing a helmet 
rphones for voice communication with the helicopter crew. 
described the explosion as a red burst with smoke. 

Approximately one to two seconds later there was a second 
explosion which engulfed the first. The second explosion was 

Ins estigation on 07/19/96 at East Moriches, New York 

F,,eo 265A-NY-2590280 
SA DAVID S. EDWARD' 

5 SA ANTHONY JACKSONC Dare dictated 07/20/96 
I459 

T!IIS humem ionrstns neither recommendations nor conclu5lon5 of the FBI. It is the propn) of the FBI and is loaned 10 your ,gcwy; .* /-&.'. 

.: .,nJ II< ;onrenn nr: ntrr ro be Jwnbuted outside your agent?. : 6 
--, 



tremendous and continued to expand. described the fire 
ball as being four times the size of e setting sun. 
fireball descended slowly with thick, black, opaque smoke. 
said it took approximately eight to ten seconds for the fireball 
to impact the ocean. A huge column of black smoke emanated from 

Melted debris falling. 
The fireball impacted the ocean to-left. 

-noted-as still flying the aircraft. 
were flying toward the rmpact site. 

They 

were very high, approximately sixty feet. 
approached the impact site t 

The flameg~re~h~sf:;~y 

elicopter made left turns as 
there were two sets of eyes, 
side of the 

&nd mn the left 
This maximized their observation 

capability. id the altitude of the aircraft was at one 
hundred feet. he wanted to stay high enoucrh so the 
rotor wash the surface of the ocean. j 

r bodies at the northwest edge of the f 
him there was no sign of life in any7 

noted the size of the fire and 

said they continued to fly around the impact 
in an effort to locate survivors. 

stated he was reporting these events to the Air 
National and was marking the location of the bodies with 

!?$&/!@!!!!tely five minutes. haid 

dvlsed he returned to Gabreski to pick up 
said the flight time from the crash site 

approximately thirty minutes had past since t e time he first saw 
the explosion to the time he initiated his return to Gabreski. 

vision gear 
conditions. 
Aircraft Corn 

ce their ability to see in the low light 
oted this is the reason-replaced him as 



By the time they returned to the scene there were Coast 
other surface aircraft dropping illumination 

the bright illumination from the flares and 
of the surface vessels interfered with the night 

vision equipment. 
for a while 

-said after flying around the crash site 
longer they returned to Gabreski where they landed at 

approximately 11:45 p.m. 

woted the observations of the red streak and 
explosions were 
vision equipment. without the use of the night 
altitude of the explosion occurred at an 
explosion 

feet, plus or minus 5,000 feet. 
to ten miles off shore. The 

The following is a diagram illustrating-iew of 
the incident: * 0 
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They provided the 
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iYAP 

he was with 
toid previous interviewing 

and others aboard a 
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was on his boat near Smith Point when he saw an 
approximately 45 degrees above the horizon He stated after a short period of time, he noticed "the wate; got loud" 
water seem 

kt%lyafterit started 

as the to strike the boat in a different manner'than 
tated he then felt a cool breeze that stopped it had 

. 

. . 

bu lnvesti@.ion on 7/20/96 at 
F&# 265~~NY-259028 

@&A MICHAEL GALGANO (ATF), -DET DOUG FOY 
LISA CHRISTOPHER BRYCEW (C&&eg) (SCP~ 

This docunytt contains neither recom;l;enditions nor 
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Date of transcription 7/25/96 

purpose of the interview. 
information at 12:00 PM. 

provided the following 

was on a boat traveling north toward the 
approximately 100 feet from the inlet l w when he saw a red flash in the distance 

advised that the flash appeared to be 200 to 300 feet over the 
water. 
right. 

The flash traveled upward with a very slight arc to the 
The flash was to the right of his position. 

of the upward distance, ion 
One eighth 

m  

of the flash broke off and 
descended to the left. 
the flash continued to 

advised that the main portion of 

highest point, 
upward. When the flash reached its 

it turned into a blackish gray smoke clo The 
cloud remained stationary, then eventually vanished. 

ud. did 
not hear or feel anything. 

After the incident ,Is~~,g~e'Ys~~~,a::e~e~~~~~~~g a 
red sailboat approximately on 
explosion, a brown la-foot speedboat and a 16-foot black 
speedboat cing southwest. 
explosion, 

m  

About a half hour before the 
observed a white, 

was approxi 
cigarette type speedboat that 

35 .feet long. The boat was speedin 
shore from east to west toward the Shinnecock Inlet. 
advised that the boat was traveling much too fast for 

26SA-&Y-259028-W@ - cc3 
r- ---------- . i - 

:.,7-- -- _--_-m-1 
1.. -L ,; .___ --. _---._ 
I 7 

.i 

,‘a*’ 

. ..~ . . . . . ,. . _ - .___ . - - .._ ..----. 

Ai2 
,.A : 

. _ _ . . - L- ^. 

In;estigatton on 7/20/96 at 

a043 
Westhampton, New.York 

File # 265A-NY-259028 
SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL 

b!: SA STEVEN A. BONGARDT JR* .. /Y* Date dictated 7/25/96 
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Date of transcription 8/9/96 

TRANS WORLD AIRLINES (TWA) Flight 800 and/or a rocket which was 
reported in previous July 20, 1996 interview by a Special Agent 

unrecalled by IsA) Of the F~'""of~:f~:d'f~l~i~n~~~thers boat 
to the spot a w ere he was located when he made 
his previously reported observations made on July 17, 1996. 

present during this contact were the following individuals: 

'5/ -r FBI SAs PAUL SHEA and SA PETER C. CASAZZA, Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer ROBERT A. 
DOHERTY, and DIA 
THOMAS F. 
and family friend 
interviewed separ 
July 17, 1996. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 
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Procadence: ROUTINE 
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To: New-York lbttnt ASAC George Andrew 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Drafted By: Bongardt Steven A:sa 

Ca80 ID #:- 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: uNSuB(S) l _  

EXPLGSION%%WA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

Synopsi8: Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 3 
Enolosures: One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douslas S. A 

-Matul8Wi&& Suffolk County Ponce Department, Marine.Bureau, 
concerning-witness flare sighting plots. 

Detaila: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions;. analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System-(G.P.S.) device to ascertain- the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a-U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspeotor Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Stev.en Bongardt prior 'to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work -for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched mi.ssile) shooter locations: 

2~05 m a53oa8Kc) 
1. LAT 

k-2 : 
40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

.-LONG 672 degrees 40.66 minutes West aa! 
2. LAT 40 degrees39.19 minutes North 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 
r . . ; 

1’. ‘: 

. . ., :; 
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New York Herman Neil E 
265A-NY-259028: 10/14/1996 

_ . 

,. ,. , r:-A ..Y 3: i'. ‘>.,iT' .'K,* . '.'- -&+$ :a 
- . :*df _- 

These.locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a MANPAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector 
Matulewich strongly recommended that these locatiotis and an area 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. These 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. "Stinger" missile system. The 'Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

2 
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Date of trusalpth 

On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) W ILL 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of :. -' .i ;g 3,~:~+~_t_n 'i 3.1 
Investigation (FBI), obtained from  Deputy Inspector DOUG-S. 

""'~.?~'~"~~~ 

MAACEI.& tlk.ve DeDartment (SCPD]+farihe 
Bureau, the below.listed items all connected.to .a compass- 
lKrt rendering Inspector RATUIEWICH had done regarding TRANS 

:ORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight- # .800. 

This rend 
between July 20-30, 

wag-.was.based upon FBI interviews -done 
1996 of -eleven (11) witnesses who had 

observed a "flare-likew object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforejt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), 
evening of July 17, 

approximately 8:31 P M , on the 
1996. These various sightings had raised the 

possibility that a m issile-m ight have been fired at, and caused 
,il the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present. 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from  the spots from  which those witnesses had made their 
sightings .at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

EPght (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which m ight 
allow for the description of ,a possible sea-borne-launch area 
from  which a m issile m ight have been launched toward flight # - 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector RATULEWICH's rendering -did allow for 
the description of an area from  which a m issile could have been 
launched, and which area m ight belogically searched for either 
aircraft/m issile debris, or an abandoned m issile launcher. 
Obtained from  Deputy- Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

\/ Iawekprtion on, 10/7/96 8) Great River, N.Y. 
puc# .265 A NY 259028 '. 

SA W ILLIAM  F. ,LYNCH 
by SA PETER C. CASAi_ZA_ Datediol.ii 10/7/.96 , - . 

aas :- . --. : - 
This do ’ m .endrtkas aoc &ncluM~s of the PBI. It is the propaty Utbe PBI l nd Is lamed to wu’qrej; 

1& 
mcnt c&Was ndtha I 

it l d 1: ue ap to be difirlbuted outsidi your.~agency. 
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1. A two page letter in-which he sets forth his findings, and -.” 1 ..‘.- 
suggests an area that should.logically be searched. . '. 

:;,,;. *_ -.. 
A one page summary listing the eleven (11) wit&h&s which 

,.‘ -'.,C 
2. 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a 
toward flight W-800. 

"flare-like" object rising up 
. . 
3. Seven (?), more detailed pages, setting forth the names of .' 
the paired or individualwitnesses: the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed theebeputy Inspector WATULEWICH's actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings WATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. -- 

4. A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 
plotted by Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH showing the resultant 

b' intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. - 

-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 



COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNM EXECUTIVE 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA.Paul Shea . 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 w* * 

Gentlemen: 
-* 

On Saturday, July 20,1996, 1 became involved in a joint effort 
to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 

L-l aoo* 
The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash of. TWA flight 800. 
These locations are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
(LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington,. D.C. by U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight'800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various .lines of positions.of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale) provided by Robert -Doherty 'bf the-Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA). All of this information ta-ken togsther indicate to 
me the very real possibility.that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 800 the "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

b 1. -TAT . 1 40"40.68'N -T,ONG 0.72'40.66'W -. 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHiNK, NEW YOdK 11960 - (516)‘852-6000 
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‘- To : SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

September 18, 1996 
page 2 

2. LAT 40"39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W 
.*_ ,’ 

‘.W 

The above Latitude and Longitude . " 
locations INDICATES THE -1%: & 

CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for >. 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

‘L.-l 
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Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

Enclosures 8 
-- 
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LAT 40'37.613'N 
LONG-073"15.742'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

LAT 40'40.961'N . .=. 
LONG 073'00.221'ti 
uand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

LAT 40'45.104'N 
LONG 072'55.968'W . ._. ._ 
Hand held magnetic co@pa%s* tias 124". 

-- 

LAT 40'45.745'N 
L; LONG 072'46.573'W  

Hand held magnetic compass was 150' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

LAT 40"48.172'N 
LONG 072"45.32l'W  
Hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 160". 

LAT 40'49.187'N 
LONG O72'39..003'W  
-Hand held magnetic compass was 185". 
Hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

T,AT 40"50.295'N 
LONG 072"28.526'W 

b Hand he'ld magnetic compass w'as 225' 
Hand hel.d magnetic compass was 221-3~: 



they~~n~f~~~t ~~s,'vy,~$~",',~~n'""' 
the evenin. of 7 i7/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flig:: 
800. The 

s 
were taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 

Guard Motor I e Boat #44341. -._ coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When them hd%cated.that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800., Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following -readings as 
indicated oh"his -Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

by theF 
as the location of the observations in relationship 

'L) to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 
on D/I Matulewich!s hand held magnetic compass was 098". 
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On 7/29/96, at the request,'of SA.PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy. 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Departm ent. 
M arine Bureau, m et with 
Fire Island, New York. 

at Davis Park M arina, 

had previously indicated that she had observed 
ct rising over the ocean, on the 

before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
TULEWICH to the location on the 

tions on 7/17/96. 

When indicated that she was in the exact 
location she had occupied on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following.readings as indicated on his Garm in 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96e,"LONG 073'00.221'W . From  this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the 
location of her observations in rel each .and 
water, and the'm agnetic bearing indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held m agnetic com pass was 110'. 

c 
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL unty 

Marine Bureau, -met with 
Pal ice Department' 'I ': ' 

at 
Bellport, New York. 

the Bellport Yacht, 

"flar!ect rising 
had previously indicated that he had observed a 

over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight #800. 

he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWTCH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40"45.104'N, LCNG.072'55.968'W. From, this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULBWICH by {-bwas the 
location of his obsereidns, starting with an object with a red 
glow, which rose from east to west. 
with the red glow, 

The position of the object 
in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 

indicated to-D/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124". 
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On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Dep'irty "-'-"'? 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH uffolk Count 
Marine Bureau, met with~8n~atD%~.':m$ 
Beach Marina, Fire Islan , w or . 

as- indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. 
From the indicated area on the -dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
KATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 

LAT 40'45.74!%=#3 lorjc'O72*4~~~~ 

was the location of the observations in relationship to 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
tL,: building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 

was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155". 



. 
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On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, ':; 
Deputy Inspector 
Department Marine Bureau DouG;Afet~;;~;ndcDunry;: m 
Abbott's Hart's Cove Marina, East oriches, New York. 

Indicated to Deputy Insp.ector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

we-re made from the dock behind 
indicated area .on the dock, -Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 
took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin, 
LAT 40'48.172'N, 

GPS 45: 
LONG 072'45.321'W. From this location also 

which were used as a reference point. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 

k-d The magnetic bearing to the flag pole 
hand held magnetic compass was 160". 

indicated on the 



On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI -ze . ;c 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, 
Department Marine Bureau, 

Suffolk County Polic~.~..c-~=~~~~~~~. 
met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, 
:;;;zi 

,' 
York. 

New 
v ._- & 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 
B : .-i&J.,‘ 

observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton 
From the indicated area 

w::te ' 

Inspector 
in the school's parking lot, Deputy 

DOUGLAS MATULEW1C.H took the following readings 
indicated on his GarminGPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'~s 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone pol+aiiwh'ich 'were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated onT/.T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the. right side of the observations 

L,, 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

.: :.,i _ 
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O n  7 /2 2 /9 6 , a t th e  reques t o f S A  P a u l  S h e a  o f th e  F B I, ,Deputy 
Inspec to r  D O U G L A S  M A T U L E W fCK, S u ffo lk  C o u n ty P o l ice DeDar tmel i t  ‘: 
Mar ine  B u r e a u , m e t wi th1 

L e s p o n d e d  to  S p e l l m a n s  Mar ine  a n d  we re  taken  o u t o n , 
b o a t to  th e  a rea  o f th e  S h innecock  In le t. Ind ica  

eas t jetty o f th e  S h innecock  inlet. 
. 

F r o m  th e  ind icated a rea  in  th e  S h innecock  In le t, D e p u ty 
Inspec to r  D O U G L A S  M A T U L E W ICH- took  th e  fo l lowing  read ings  as  
ind icated.on his  G a r m i n G P S 4 5 : L A T  4 0 '5 0 .2 9 5 'N, L O N G  0 7 2 '2 8 .5 2 6 'W . 
F r o m  th is  locat ion a @ &  ind icated to  D /I M A T U L E W ICH by  0  

as  th e  locat ion o f th e  observa tions  in  re la t ionship to  th e  
h is  o w n  b o a t a n d  a  Coas t G u a r d  4 4  fo o t M o tor  Li fe B o a t 

wh ich  was  o p e P a tin g  in  th e  a rea . 

T w o  observa tions  we re  taken  from  
( i observa tio n  # l  th e  m a g n e tic bear ing  in  
u  h a n d  bear ing  compass  was  2 2 5 '. O b s e r v a tio n  # 2  th e  m a g n e tic bear ing  

ind icated o n  D /I M A T U L E W ICH'S h a n d  bear ing  compass  was  2 2 3 '. 

- -  indic ted to  D /I M A T U L E W T C H  from  th is  locat ion th e  
d i rect ion o f-his observa tions  o f T W A  fl ight 8 0 0  o n  7 /1 7 /9 6  in  
re la t ionship to  th e  stern o f th e  b o a t a n d  a  Coas t G u a r d  4 4  fo o t 
B o a t wh ich  was  o p e r a tin g  in  th e  a rea . 

-* 
T h e  m a g n e tic bear ing  to  th e  observa tions  ind icated o n  th e  h a n d  

he ld  m a g n e tic compass  was  2 2 3 '. 

. . -  

: 
L  sass , 

*- 
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EDWARD J. WARNER, Jr. was interviewed by Detective 
ARTHUR BUKOWSKI and Detective STEPHEN JENSEN of Suffolk County 
Police Department (SCPDJ. The interview was conducted on July 
21, 1996. 

On July 21, 1996 at approximately 1730 hours, the 
undersigned officer and Detective STEPHEN JENSEN, #934, of the 
6th Squad Dete 

_ Date of B 
New York 11946 

On July 17, 1996 at approximately 2015 hours, the 
witness was in his boat in the Shinnecock Bay setting gill nets 
with his daughter. The witness observed a flare, yellowish in 
color, shooting upward from the ocean, southwest of his location 
and a few miles away. W itness says that flare reached an apex, 
then burst into a large golden yellow fireball in the sky, which 
quickly descended back to earth. W itness did not hear anything, 
nor see any smoke. 





265A-NY-259028 
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On July 21, 1996, Detective MICHAEL CALVIN of the 
Suffolk County Police Department interviewed m 

Greenport, elephone numberm 
k place at esidence at 6:30 p.m. In 

sum and substance,- stated the following: 

On July 17, 
sailing in 
telephone number 
Southampton Yacht Club. - was sitting in the front of the 
boat facing west. He noticed a small light in the sky to the 
south and east of him. At.first- thought it was 
fireworks, but it was just a second or two later when he saw an 
explosion. One small light turned into a yellow/orange explosion 

This object came straight d-own and then 
saw it split into two objects, falling to the water. It 

for these objects to fall to the horizon. 
heard an explosion about forty-five seconds, after the 

objects fell to the horizon. It sounded like thunder. - 
heard a second explosion two or three seconds after the first 
explosion. The objects fell to the horizon about ten miles 
southeast of him. -was one to two miles northeast of the 
Shinnecock Inlet when this event occurred. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

-l- - 
FEDERALBUREAUOFINVESTIGATION 

DatcoftNlfc~n ?/25/96 

Las interviewed at the Mastic Beach 
Property Owners Association Dock on Riviera Drive. After being 
advised of the interviewing Agents and the nature 
of the interview, the following information. 

On July 17, 1-996, while on the beach at Great Gunn, at 
approximately 8:25PM, she saw a white flash in the sky. 
Following the flash, two columns of flame proceeded down to the 

Shortly after the columns reached the horizon, she saw 
~~~~~"~moke rising from  the same area also in a column. _ 
heard no sound accompanying this activity. 

4 

, 
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(Lwas interview by Detective JAMES P. HAYES 
and Detective JOHN LOMBARD1 of the Suffolk County Police 
Department. The interview was conducted on July 23, 1996. 

s interviewed at 
telephone 

1996, at 1200 hours. 

i-stated that on Wednesday evening July 17, 
1996, he was operating a boat northbound in Doug Canal, Hampton 
Bays. He was looking towards the rear of the boat when he 
observed a bright orange fireball fall from the sky into the 
ocean. He stated that the fireball was approximately fifty to 
one hundred (50 to 100) yards wide and fell into the ocean at 

265A-NY-259028-SUB -r-a 
-_ _ _- __--- --- .__. -- - 

._.- ..- 

b 

_...‘?.I ..--. -- I < 



000444 



., FD-302 (Rev. 3-M-82) 

-I- 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription a/a/96 

interview. JONES provided the following information: 

) heading out of 
did not observe any 

the sky southeast of their boat. The right line of fire was 
higher in the sky e left, and both were approximately 100 
to 150 feet wide. did not observe the origin of these two 
lines of hed both as they fell vertically down to 
the water. observe the lines of fire any further 
as they five to seven second prior to 
observing the lines of fire in the sky, observed the same 
barge described about once again go by oat and head out of 
the inlet in a direction toward the location of the 
lines of fire. observe the barge re-enter the 
inlet after the than one minute after 
witnessing the lines of fire, heard a "thud" noise coming 
from somewhere in the ocean. did not hear a noise 

while-or prior to of fire in the sky. 
tated at the time he observed the line of fire it was 

cc3 
hazy and almost dark/dusk. - 37-i 
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Investigation on 7/28/96 at IFarmingville, New York (telephonica i 7 fq 

File r( 265bN.Y-259028 SW& cc.3 ' 
SAs KIMBERLY S. QUESINBERRY/ l% r..rmn. m,:.<.,'.r‘. .z. --T ..,I e... __ _ ._ _. . 


