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PXDERALBUREAUOFINVE8TIGATION 

D8t8 of transcription 

Date of Birth: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

U/22/96 

was contacted at his place of business. 

advised he was driving his boat, a Bertan 35, 
direction towards Cherry Grove. On the 

starboard side (the right side), -stated he was what he 
thought was a shooting star with an orange color. he then stated 
the sky lit up and he felt a vibration. He pulled back on the 
throttles of the boat because he thought he had hit something in 
the water. 
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FEIDERALBUREAUOFlNVE!RIGATION 

Date of tntmcrption 07/26/96 

f 

Suffolk County Police Detective, provided the following 
information: - 

On July 17, 1996,mstated that around 8:30 PM, 
while killing ants on his boat, saw an explosion in the sky west 
of Moriches Inlet. He stated that he saw a helicopter go out to 
the direction of the crash sight. 

stated that a boat owner at one of his slips, 
friend,- owner or employee of a 

'\d fishing bait store located in Mastic, New York, was on the water 
during that time period and may have seen something. He had no 
further information. 

d Investig8tion on 07/20/96 hes, New York 
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FZDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DateoftntuctiptiQa 07/26/96 

provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:37 PM to 8:40 PM, 
while headi towards Davis Park from Patchogue, on the DAVIS 
PARK FERRY, stated he saw an explosion, which 
looked like a fireball dropping out of the sky. 

-stated that after the DAVIS PARK FERRY docked 
at Davis Park, he contacttd the fire station, Davis Park, New 
York, and had learned that the son of one of the firemen,- 

may have seen the plane explosion. ‘advised that 
'- B son was with a friend who may have also seen the plane 

explosion. had no further information. 
: 

. d Investigation on 07/19/96 l Patchogue, New York 

265A-NY-259028 
SA JOHN S. HUI; S LLEHER (ATF) 
SCP DET. PITTS (JSH:hrg) Dakdimed 07/21/96 
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FEDERALBUREAUOFINVESTIGATION 

Datcofmarrgciw 07/26/96 

Mastic Beach, New York 
is place of 
ley, New York, was 
ng agents and the 

nature of the interview, he provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, around 8:30 PM - 8:45 PM, on his 
boat, between Mud Creek, New York, and Davis Park, 
New York, heading 36, saw an explosion in the 
southern direction. advised that the explosion was 
first red in color and that the second explosion was orange/red 
in color, near the horizon line. He stated that he did not hear 
anything due to the engines running. 

'w 
-stated around lo:30 PM, he began heading back 

towards DOCKSIDE 500, 90 Colonial Drive, Patchogue, New York. He 
had no further information. 

‘~hmti@ion on 07/20/96 at Shirley, New York 

v$ 
265A-NY-259028 h 

SA JOHN S. HUI; M'ICEVIN KRLLEHER; 
SCP DET. MIKE PITT'S (JSH:hrq) Daedictad 07/23/96 
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FEDEMLBUREAUOPLNVESTIGATION 

Datcofatnsuiptioll 07/26/96 

was interviewed at 
chogue, New York 117'72, 

wa 1 ties of the interviewing 
agents and the nature of the interview, he provided the following 
information: 

On July 17, 1996, approximately 8:30 PM to 8:40 PM, 
-stated that him and his family were getting ready to 

return from tubing off their boat, in South Bay, near the Oakdale 
area. -stated that he had seen an explosion from what 
seemed to be near the Davis Park area, south, towards the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

'Ll 
-stated that there were two explosions, the 

first explosion had an orange flame with black around it, 
followed by a second explosion roughly 100 feet above the first 
explosion, connected by a fire trail. -advised that the 
second explosion was above the plane (f sion) and higher 
in intensity than the first explosion. stated that the 
second explosion was orange and white i that both 
explosions were reminiscent of the Space Shuttle CHALLENGER 
disaster. .& -e 

9 
:'i* 

‘advised that there wkre t&e (3 boats in the 
water near him at South Bay; 35 foot C-RAY, green canvae; a 25 
foot BAYLIX%R, color blue/white; and a 16 foot boat, type 
unknown. 

stated that his 

‘ItW~Otl 07/20/96 8t East-Patchoque, New York 
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FEDBRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tnnscription 07/26/96 

Patchogue, New York 11772, 
at her place of employment, 

Patchogue, New York, was advised of the identities of the 
interviewing agents and the nature of the interview, 0 
provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, working the 2:30 PM to 11:30 PM shift 
at approximately 8:15 PM, while eating dinner with the crew, 

~r;t~;;~c~~~; the ferry was traveling towards Davis Park, 

spiraling downward: 
and saw an explosion in the sky that was 

-stated t'.at the Captain of the ferry,- 
- may have had a better view of the plane explosion. 

-advised that once the ferry docked at Davis 
Park, she believes the Captain,- contacted the fire 
station to inform them of the explosion.,-stated that she 
later found out througm that twu young boys at the fire 
station may have seen the plane accident. 

Sayville, 
-advised that another ferry on the water out of 

New York, with the name- had called in the 
initial distress to the Coast Guard, which was overheard 
on their radio. had no further information. 

‘~~vostigawl on 07/19/96 at Patchogue, New York - 
265A-NY-259028 
A JOHN S. HUI; 
CP DET. PITTS 

SA%&L; 
: Datediuakd 07/21/96 
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Dredge and Dock Company. The vessel w‘as docked-at the United 
States Coast Guard Station, Zast Yoriches, New York (NY). - 
was advised as to the identities of the interviewing agents and 
the nature of the inquiry wherein he provided the following 
information: 

employed by Great La 
working out of the Moriches area, dredging sand to replenish thz 

‘b. beach. _ - 
During the evening of July 17, 1996 

piloting the- approximately one'half mi e off 
,-was 

shore, 
travelling west to east. Also with him on the boat was- 

the boat at full speed. At approximately 8:30PM, 
a bri ht light off to his right. 

d 

He turned and saw an explosion. 
further described the explosion as two (2) balls of fire. 
said he could not tell what was on fire. -said he 

did not hear anything, noting the sound of the boat engines 
running "wide open" would have made it difficult for him to hear 
anything. 

265A-NY-259028-SU8 ca e 

FBI-NEWYORK - 
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?&tigrtionon 07/18/96 at East Moriches, New York 
, . . . 
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‘i-l FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da10 d trwcriplia 7/25/96 

advised of the identity of the Agents and the purpose of the 
interview and provided the following information: 

---I 4 

single par --A -----I 
,,rm “8 

ir Tram Sayville ---------- ---- 

At approximately 8:20 PM, the boat was one.and one-half 
miles north of the turn buoy when to the east of the boat- 

L 
saw a red object flying upward.wstated that he described 
the object as a flare whenhe called the incident into the Coast 
Guard but that it was actually much bigger than any flare he had 
ever seen. As the "flare" lifted into #e sky he next saw a big 
explosion of a large red color. The red explosion then hung 
stationary for a few seconds and then started to head back toward 
the water. In the middle of the explosion, he saw a dark 
cylinder heading for the water. Out of this large explosion came 
another reddish flare off shoot. 

Originally, when he called the incident into the Coast 
Guard he felt the flare had come up from the east possibly out of 
the back bay. But when other boats started to report the flare 
as coming from as far away as.Bellportmow figures that 
the flare must have come from the ocean. 

-could not remember any names from any of the 
other boats who were on the radio talking about the flare.- 
said that in his capacity as a Coast Guard Auxiliary O fficer, the 
Coast Guard will keep a log of those boats who called into the 
Coast Guard with reports. 562 

I/ 26WUY-25~-~~ - 

Tbir documac coatrkr rdthr 
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PWU+ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Duo d wa8m&tbw 8/12/96 

interview. then provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, 
wife 

t 
and a photographer 

assis ant, name unknown. 
CPhonetic] and her 

was returning from Fire 
Island, Barrett Beach where he and h s wife were having their 
picture taken. 

was on a boat with his 

and head straight up or at-a slight one o'clock aggle. The light 
:L-d was bigger than a flare and it lasted approximately ten seconds. 

- -- lost sight of the light and did not see or 
hear any subsequent explosion. 4 

tated that the light as it rose up from 
first and then thinned. 
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. 
hra&tioa m 7/25/96 

.I 3 
81 Long Island, New York (telephonically) I I‘ 

i/PibP 265A-NY-259028 
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br SA ERICK J. 
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Data dktrtad 7/25/96 
0069 .< 
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FEDERALBUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Dote of lrrnraiption 8/12/96 

was 

August 2, 1996. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview,- 
provided the following information: 

-was walking east along the Jones Beach 
boardwalk just prior to the TRANS WORLD AIRLINE Flight 800 
airplane crash. As-was walking he observed an eastbound, 
low flying red and white Piper airplane, that had either "NB" or 
*INGIl markings on it. Approximately seventy-five percent of the 
plane was red, with the remainder painted white. The Piper 
airplane was flying approximately one hundrea feet off the water 

"L-l 
and approximately two hundred feet away from the shoreline. 
There was a quick, large explosion and a shower of sparks. After 
the explosion the aircraft immediately "banked hard over Zachs 

"things were coming down" and turned around heading west. 
believes the pilot of this airplane would have had a good 

view of the TRANS WORLD AIRLINE Flight 800. 

0 I 
Jd ?w 

‘,\L/ I nvcstigation on _ 8/ l/96 

File y 265A-NY-259028 

a*’ by SA BENNY ziLzL$2z[gi 
..I .,? 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of tbe FBI. It is the property of the FBI ud ir kuod to your r$oacy; 
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FBD&BAL BUREAU OF INVJSTIGATION 

Datcofawc+lim 07/27/1996 

PIEHOTA and Investigator ED KARASIEWICZ who identified themselves 
and the purpose of the interview. 

During the interview,wrovided the following 
information: 

-stated that the Adak went out on fishery law 
enforcement patrol on Tuesday, 07/16/12996, and was approximately 
90 miles of the New Jersey shore and since about 1:00 PM on 
07/18/1996, was about 12 miles from the site of the crash. 

“w -stated the he was on the bridge of the Adak 
communicating with an unidentified fishing vessel while GM-3 Ward 
was driving the ship when Seaman Apprentice Parrales alerted him 

-to the crash. : 

-tated that he viewed what appeared to him to be a 
ball of flames and he immediately thought that it was a plane 
crash.eimmediately turned the ship, proceeded to the crash 
site at approximately 30 knots and arrived there in approximately 
15 minutes. 

-stated that a Navy airplane reported a life boat 
floating in the water. When the Adak arrived.at the site of the 
floating object, it was found to be the escape chute from the 
downed airplane. 

-stated that, when he was on activ with the 
U.S. Navy, he served on a missile boat. As such, said he 
knew what missile trails looked like and saw no missile trails at 
the scene of the crash-said that he did not hear or notice 
anything peculiar before the crash. 

-stated that another individual on the bridge of 
the ADAK, Petty Officer- stationed on the 

YP 
Coast $&$'.~ L : .,-s-sgij q 

avestigation on 07/24/1996 at Sandy Hook, New Jersey 

FdcY 265A-NY-259028 JAN 1 0 1997 
o//l 

::I,: 

by SA Christopher M. Piehota u%Ff 
Date dicmal Fai-lrih rlrnb 9.1 

r 
Inv. Ed Karasiewicz 07/27/l% 

, &pf,#< 
. ., 

This document contains neither rccommcndptions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is baned to your agency; 
5. 
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FD-3020 (Rev. 1 I-15-83) 

265A-NY-259028 
Continua&n of FD-302 of 07/24/1996,proe 2 

Guard Cutter ADAK, residing at- 
New Jersey 07732,w 

w Highlands, 

for an interview as he was 
was not available 

attending traisng at the Maritime Law 
Enforcement School.-said that he would be back in several 
weeks and could be contacted for an interview. 

ould not recall any other details or provide any 
further information regarding this matter. 
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PEDERALBUREAUOF DMBTIGATION 

Datcoftlumcripiao 8/26/96 

pa&vised as follows: 

He has been a deck hand for four 
been employed as such on the fishing vessel 
since April, 1996. -advised as 

after 8:00 p.m., the- 
rds Point Judith from Long 
rst Mate 

were standin on the port stern of the shi 
whendsaid, "Hey look at that". qws&dpto 
see two (2) fireballs falling from the sky. 
approximately six to eight miles west of the boat falling at the 
same rate of speed. They were orange and red in color and one 
was lower that the other. The lower fireball looked like an 
upside down ice cream or a comet with a tail extending upward 
form the ball. 

-ran to Captain -and reported 
what he had seen. They took the net on board and turned the boat 
around and headed towards the area of the fireballs. They heard 
over the ship's radio that it was a 747 down. 

Upon arriving at the scene, the Coast Guard asked them 
to help search for survivors southeast of the fire. 

The crew went out on the bow of the ship with 
flashlights and searched. The Coast Guard later called and told 
them to look for bodies. 

They proceeded to make passes down wind of the fire and 
saw chunks of debris including the outside tip of a wing which 
could have been the small wing on the tail of the plane. They 
decided to move closer ta the plane and moved through the fire 
cutting off a portion of it the fire. 265A-t4Y-2590- &> 

.xxEo :&hi0 - 

k-/l Invertipl(ioaon 7/22/96 m GALILEE, RHODE ISLAND :El.ijtL::E@ -&fD ---J=-- 

Fhl 265A-NY-259028 nCT 1?199& % ." : ,‘j :. 
SA WALLACE D. SALISBURY/dmi . . . I.,< ,;> f. ., by SA F. DAVID CONSTANCE Date diitmed 

@fS 
lbir documcnt comaim mitlm recW at coduiom of lhe FBI. h ir the pfopeny of the FBI l nd is loaned lo your agency; 
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Coat i luut iua Of  F D - 3 0 2  Of  7 /2 2 /9 6  J-2  

They  spo tte d  a  fe m a l e  body  still stra p p e d  in  th e  s e a t. 
D u e  to  th e  ship 's d ra ft, th e y  felt they  cou ld  n o t g e t it a b o a r d  
so  they  po in te d  it o u t to  a  nearby  p leasure  b o a t. 
a n o the r  fe m a l e  body  wh ich  they  took  a b o a r d . 

They  fo u n d  
B o th  bod ies  h a d  n o  

cloth ing a n d  on ly  th e  h a n d s  wh ich  we re  a b o v e  w a ter , w e r e  b u r n e d . 
They  later b u r n e d  th e  body  they  recovered  over  to  a  po l ice  b o a t. 

A fte r  th e  po l ice  took  th e  bod ies , they  d id  th e  fe w  m o r e  
passes  th e n  dec ided  th e  a rea  was  to o  conges te d  to  they  left th e  
a rea  p roceed ing  towards  P o int Judith.  

A s th e y  a p p r o a c h e d  P o int Judith,  th e  vessel  m a n a g e r  
ca l led  to  send  th e m  to  f ish a t " T H E  D U M P " , wh ich  is a n  a rea  
b e tween  P o int Judi th  a n d  M a r th a 's V ineyard . -no t iced n o  
unusua l  vessels  from  July 1 6  to  July  1 8 , 1 9 9 6 . 

, 
‘ 
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FEDERALBUREAUOFUWESTlGATION 

Ddeoftramw+m 7/23/96 

Crew Member,. 
a commercial fishing boat &ruled at the piers at 

ath/Galilee was interviewed regarding the crash of TNA 
PLIGHT 800 off Long Island on July 17, 1996. 

-advised that he worked the deck of the- 
most of the day on July 17 while fishing off Lon 

-dragged the net a couple of times. d%%ed?z 
unusual boats or airplanes during this period. 

Later that day, just before dark, he went into the 
galley to cook dinner. -He-heard the 
the net and went outside to investigate. 

advised they had seen 
turning around.wajd that he had seen a fireball at eight 
miles out. 

b -turned off the stove and helped clear the deck 
and prepare the survival suits. -saw nothing unusual 
during the trip to the crash site. He did see a couple of 
commuter planes. 

Upon arrival at the site, approximately eighteen miles, 
Bbserved flames from jet fuel about the size of a 

football field. There were three to four COAST GUARD helicopters 
and debris consisting of aircraft parts such as seats. While 
searching for survivors in the southwest sector of the site, 

-and- retrieved one female body which was 
transferred to a sheriff's boat. 

As the evening wore on there were so many small boats 
around that the-was pointing out bodies for those boats to 
recover. Most were sport fishing boats. 

The-remained on station until early morning the 
5f I 

next day, about one half hour before sunrise, before heading back 
toward Point Judith. cc-3 

2fj5A-N~-25902&suB 

F&I 265A-NY-259028 
u SA THOMAS J. CARSON JR./dmi 

by SA CHRISTOPHER NEUGUTH indict 

7hie documeu caUiae wither re4mnmc&tiolnmt~huiono0ftboFB1. ltblhepropeIIyoflbcFBIMdilaawdloyuw~y; 
itMdikeeolwae are not to be diiniuted outside your qency. 

dNl? -__ _..^ ._ .._., _. . __ ” 



* . 

&&a (Tlev. ll-lS-83) 
,A 

()nOn29 --’ 

L’ 
265A-NY-259028 

Personal background o-is as follows: 

DATE OF BIRTH: 

PLACE OF BIRTH: 

RESIDENCE: 

HOME PHONE: 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 

. 

“L-4 

04549 
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FEDERALBUREZAUOFINVESIIGATION 

Date of tmnsctiption 07/26/96 

interview. He then provided the following information: 

of the west cut of Moriches Inlet. 
attention to something in the sky. 

and saw a "big flare, t~ as well as a gray or ash-colored substance 
above the flflarel'. -thought the object looked like a 
flare because of his experiences in Vietnam. The object then 

‘k.2 
descended and split into two flames. One flame was oblong- 
shaped, while the other was round. -did not hear any 
loud noises associated with the object. He and his companions 
continued fishing in the inlet until they saw Coast Guard boats 
on the ocean. 

-had not consumed any alcohol while in the 
fishing boat. He stated that he does not travel in a boat while 
under the influence of alcohol. 

265A-NY-259028~SUB-C c? - 

FBI - NEW YORK 

J 

Investigation on 07/2&4&&ti East Moriches, New York 

"u F 
t!!3 

265A-NY-259028 
SA JOHN S. HUI, FBI 

by SA KEVIN KELLEHER, BATF Date dictated 07/21/96 

c 

This document contains neither tecomm4ations nor cmclusions of the FBI. It is the pmpcrty of du FBI sod is loaned to your agmy; 

o&z 
itmdiacon*aaucrvrtoobedirtn’bu*daubideyoPrrlelry. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/30/96 

, 
advised of the nature of this 
the interviewing Agent. He provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at about 8:30 PM, he was at the 
public parking lot at Smith's Point Park on Fire Island, New 
York. He saw a large fireball in the southeast sky. It was 
bright orange, left a long trail of black smoke residue. It 
appeared to break into two parts. He could not see it hit the 
water. , 

New York 117 , 
to, Shirley, 

-w mechanic at-, He is emplo ed a 
Bellmore, New York, 
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265A-NY-259028 
JT:hrg 

1 

On July 25, 1996, Special Agent (SA) CHARLENE J. TRUX 
-yr 

Bke to Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Sr>ecial 
Agent (SA) DAN KILCULLEN and could not provide any Fur&r - 
information. 
explosion. 

mnly saw a white cloud of smoke after the 

‘w 
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265A-NY-259028 

The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN P. 
KINTZING on July 23, 1996. 

Smithtown, New York, home phone number 
telephonically contacted at home 
7/17/96, he and his frien 

i-b, were 
home phone number 

surfing just off field number 5, ROBERT MOSES 
STATE PARK, whe saw fireworks. 
fireball that he 

-turned and saw a 

was thunder. 
was fireworks and heard what he thought 

-explained that after learning of the plane 
crash he remembered that an airplane had passed by flying low and 
fast, from the west in the direction of the explosion. It was a 
single engine prop plane with only one light on the left wing and 
was about 25 yards above the water. 

Ia8 
265A-NY-259028~SUB & -- 

1 FBI-NEW VORK, ,~ ) 



18 



. 

265A-NY-259028 
JK:dt 

The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN P. 
KINTZING on July 23, 1996. 

B advised 

for 
Yaphankf.New York, home phone 
lly contacted at work. 

fireball with an explosion and glittering. He described it like 
a mushroom-big and wide at the top, tapered to the bottom. 

-estimated they were 30 miles from the explosion. 

u 1 _ FBI-NEW YORK, +j 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN P. 
KINTZING on July 23, 1996. 

falling toward the water. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB & . . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE!STIGATION 

Date of tmnscription 08/08/96 

On August 2, 1996, assigned lead to contact and conduct 
interviews with r ealtvcomganies in the Long Island areir- 

no unusuai or pertinent rentals to report. 
state that on the night of July 17, 1996, 
room when she heard a noise, she describes as the roar like a _---- - 
furnace malfunction. About two-three (2-3) 
heard an explosion, this occurred around 8 PM. 
not go outside her residence to investigate 

hes~igation on 08/02/96 at Mastic, New York =A-NY-259o28-SUB c 
'd N,,."c,;-, - ._L. .L Fili:~ 265A-NY-259028 i' -p--i: --;---~-- 1 b 

b Investigator CARL L. SUMMERLI$hrg DalcdbLlt~ )(/8,&j@@ 9 1-s . I. _. ..I’ 



. 

. 
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-l- 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription a/7/96 

~~~~~~~~~ities 

thereafter provided the following information: 

On Julv 17. 1996. ‘L. rrived at Smith Pnint 

‘>w 

sng Island, 
____ _ -- -- -_..---- ---_.- 

at approximately 7:00 p.m. 
stated that he was approximately 

While surfing, 
sevent 

%nd was looking southeast into the ocean. 
that at approximately a:30 to a:40 p.m., he obs 
speck in the sky, orange and reddish in color. 
that it started as a small speck and that from 
seconds, it grew into a large ball of fire, dropping immediately 

n, splitting into two pieces. Several seconds 
heard a thunder sound lasting approximately five 

stated that the explosion took place 
approxima t to ten m iles southeast of the location at 
Smith Point Beach, Long Island. 

Agents wi- 
upplied Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

a complete drawing of what his visual observation was 
of the July 17, 1996 explosion. 

did not see any flare entering the sky. 

stated that he had given verbal information to 
Special A EN A. BONGARDT of the FBI at telephone number 
(212) 384-3910, on July ia, 1996. 

LL 

Investigatton on 7/24/96 at Coram, New York 26!&$$Y-%wa-sw& ,$r\"l.F.'I __ _ tir.-- -. 1-L 
File * 265A-NY-259028 & I -l 

SAs DAVID SEBASTIAtiI/ 
by NATALE .PARISI/DS/cxk AUG 2 g '!m  

f/J* ; 3 I Y; i L’/ i (1-4 - 
TLIS document contamr netther recommendations no: ^ 

0-v 
Lonclusloni of t5e FBT I! :I the orooertx of the ,,....-ACF 



- 

interviewing agent and the nature of the 
provided the following information: 

inter;-iev.,,.iri;i"' ; ';;< ;2 

approximately eight 

down and in approximately one to two seconds turned intob'r;di 
explosion and smoke which was about the size of a footballi&? 
bright yellow. This object remained wide as it came dow%.itid 

'could make out an object in the middle bottom of the 
falling explosion. To the right and bottom side of this 
explosion was a smaller piece which was smoking. The entire 
object fell to the horizon in eight to ten seconds. Fifteen to 
twenty seconds after the object hit the water MUELLER heard a sz 
sound which--sounded like "a thunderstorm" and rumbled for fiv8.W.. .~"%~ 
seven seconds. Y' q2J.j 

l.ov~ 00 712411996 

Fd,#265A-NY-25%)28 

,,NewYodc, New York 

by SASTEVENA.BONGARDT(SAB:sab) 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agents Frederick R. 
1996. 

Schmied and Martin Bernstein on July 19, 

York BllYirew 
Center Moriches, New 

stated that 
between 08:30 and 08:45 she and her family parked the family car 
at the Moriches Yacht Club. -aid her son told her to look 
up into the sky to look at the fireworks. -looked up 
sky in a southeastern direction and saw a 
then ran over to a telephone and dialed 911. 
hold for approximately one minute. w 
than two minutes after the explosion that she finally got through 
to speak to a 911 operator. 

-aid she did not see the plane crash in the water 
or hear the explosion. - said she did not see the plane or 
anything in the sky before the explosion. 

0 x/o 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/26/96 

brother-in-law, 

there were some boats in the inlet. None of them struck 
s unusual, however. 

fireball. 
was looking up and saw a large 

"'i:i'hmsound like a mortar, b;;ec;i;;a;ot 
recall whet er e heard this prior to the fireball. 
sound was low and level with the water. T 

m ! 

d came from out 
on the ocean across from Moriches Inlet. 
was part of a fireworks demonstration or posse 

thought that it 
y  a boat 

fireball and the first mortar-like 
heard two (2) explosions that sounded like 

;t:?) explosion occurred approxicately 
azair, sounded like thunder. 

Soaetize after the esplesions, 
lights of a heliccpter in the area. 

wbserved the 

.--___ - - ; 

“_ -. -- : ..*.-.* -... . - ..- ._ 
: . :. _ _ , . . _ I . -- ,^- 

i:._.-- . . .- _.___ -. - /:. I _--_- .._-___ . ..l’.> - _: .‘:.. _ / .-; _ 
,/ --------- -- --.- ~~_~ _-_.._ 

:  
L ‘,C .  _ 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA J3HN P. 
KINTZING on July 23, 1996. 

Islip Terrace, New 
York, home phone number 
contacted at home. Bdvised 

Lphonically 
that he was surfing with 

gust off field number 5, ROBERT MOSES STATE PARK, 
at dusk on 7/17/96. maw what he thought was fireworks 
and heard what sounded like thunder. He saw a fireball to the 
east, trailing down to the horizon. -remembered seeing a 
plane with one light on the left wing, flying from west to east 
just before the fireworks. -thought this was strange 
because nedreports said there weren't any planes observed on 
radar at the time of the explosion. 





L, 
265A-NY-259028 1 
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c9dm 
JOHN R. HIGGINS, JEFFREY K. RADZICKI, ALFRED P. 

- >'y)LF-J , -4-d and JAMES D. SAUER was interviewed by Investigator JOHN 7. -' . XZAR‘i and Investigator EDWARD MLODYNIA of the New York State 
Bsllce Seoartmert. L The interview was conducted on July 23, 1996. 

On July 23, 1996, responded to Captree State 

~~~~~:i:~~~~~t~e~:~~k~ 
employed as a Charter Boat Mate on the 

On July 17, 1996, at about 8:00 PM, the aforesaid boat 
- a:- ---'P the boat basin to go blue fishing in the ocean. Upon 
arrival in Fire Island Inlet, the boat took a compass heading of 
;;=c'd- _ 225 degrees southwest and continued to travel to their 
lrzended fishing grounds. While the boat was about three to five 

-i --c - 5j miles from the inlet and approximately 3 miles from 
--ocY~ z..-'- - <placing the boat somewhere between Fire Island Inlet and 
--.-IC Y "2.-a Inlet). 0, who was sitting on the upper deck of the 

Coat looked to the south. It was about 8:20 PM, and he observed 
Eiz airolane traveling in an easterly direction. The plane was 

szateh approximately two to tnree I2 to 3) miles south of their 
znted chat the plane was glowing red 

rear of its nose and extended all the way to 
- A= _*A - -,3iil sectisr.. He drew this to the attention of the other 
.s--; ..z -. ._ r. are 
--sl?Esi -. - 

d- of Lindenhursz, sew ;z=",bM of 
:le watsked zhe plane csnrinue to fl\y 

3% --ir-.d--a --c 3 ~:lriLtE?. ;sz view of the plane as it came 
_._- * ; ^ %-h--C A-:. -5s -.-=: _y<a'. cap:air.s pilo--house and he did not 

- --.-=..--e es. .T - - -... >,'- _- &Tssy.".' -z - M^ 4 -- 3 r ..; --=#zy -_ -.-a-_ teca*Lse zther than the glow of 
-c- .-‘=*a ---a?-= _ _ > _ -_ - _ _ . _ - & - i'!i r..:z ,-, '-2 b=s - sa3 3r.y ether thing unusual about 
- :. = - -...c ,.;rG m.y z-a-.: I--- - .vi.-b... he ccr,siciere? ~2 be zruisi2g at less Ehan two 
_,. - - .--2s _._ 

-36%NY-25S026-SUB 





265A-NY-259028 
JPK:cam 
,\. '- 

P. KEARY am 
was interviewed by Investigators JOHN 

DWARD S. M ODYNIA of the New York State Police 
Department. The interview was conducted on July 22, 1996. 

approx'mat 
ofvpm;hs;Iw 

also resides a 
was interviewed at her residence. BELLIS 

advised she was facing east. All of a sudden she saw a big ball 
of fire to the southeast of her location. She stated she ran up 
to the 3rd floor deck of the residence. She stated that she saw 
a cloud-of smoke rising from what she thought was the beach at 
Smiths Point Park. Her point of reference for the smoke was 
between the two bath houses to the west at Smith Point Park. She 
originally estimated this occurred about two miles away. She did 
not hear noise, and did not see anything ascending into the sky. 





v?fUl58 a27 

265A-NY-259028 
JPK: cam 
3% 
3. 

f-bwas interviewed by Investigators JOHN 
KZARY and EDWARD S. MLODYNIA of the New York State Police 

3epartment. The interview was conducted on July 22, 1996. 

‘, of 

York- ) Shirley, New 

a= EDWARD S. 
rviewed by Investigators JOHN P. KEARY 

MLODYNIA, New York State Police. 
fciiowing information: 

He provided the 

Bdvised that on July 17, 1996, at about 
8:3G pm, he was sitting at the table in the rear deck area of the 
Roneck Court residence. He was facing east. All of a sudden he 
saw a big ball of fire to the southeast of his location. His 
point of reference was to the left of the bath houses which are 
located at Smith Point Park (southeast of his location). He 
originally thought a propane tank on a motor had blown up. He 
originally estimated this occurred about three miles away. He 4: - d-c net near noise, saw no smoke, and did not see anything 
s.scer,tiing into the sky. 

255A-NY-259021-SUB cc 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dare of rranscriprion 07/26/96 

the identity 

On Wednesday evening, July 17, 1996 
returning from a day of fishing, when he 
the sky. At this time, 
FIampton says. 

his position was in Penny Point Creek, at 
He estimated that the explosion was about five (5) 

m iles out and about 2,000 feet high. He based these estimates,on 
a visual sighting of a C-130 plane that was refueling a 
heiicopter when he left his fishing area. 
explcsim-. He believed that the 

was a result of these two aircrafts colliding. 

as an orange ball of 
he lost sight of it over 

--‘-..j -- '--: ̂  cf the explosion, he 
--r.-.-.rd 7- ..-a -"v-at c:? ;;rd r.c:ed the . . time to be 8:30 PM. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVJZSTIGATION 

29 

Dare of transcnption 7/26/96 

of the interview, and provided the following information: 

ground on R!P 
stated that he was in the Smith Point camping 

e nesday, July 17, 1996, and saw a flare going up and 
then saw white smoke. He said he thought it was just a boat 
sending up a flare and did not pay much attention to it. 

tated that approximately 10 - 15 m inutes prior 
e was a small white airplane with a blue stripe 

toward the tail circling the area for approximately 15 m inutes. 
He stated he thought that a boat lit a flare because that small 
plane went down. He stated he thought the small plane was 
unusually low, approximately 100 feet off the water, circling 
over the ocean and the bay. 

OzLa-P 
.,. . ,’ 
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FEDFRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dale of transcripaon 7/25/96 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Terrorist Task Force (TTF) 
3etective TOM PISTONE and Special Agent (SA) JILL MARIE EULITZ 

he made while fishing on the Moriches 

ishing at Moriches inlet during the 
Another unidentified male was out i n the water fishing and 

g about a boat blowing 
d up and saw a big 

NOBLES did not know 
the news later that 
observed flames at the 

c=Y7 
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. 
8/l/96 

Bricktown, NJ, 

tated that on the night of the explosion he 
fish from the nets. A flash in the sky caught 

his attention and he looked up in a northern direction towards 
Long Island. This flash was low in the sky and golden in color. 
The color turned to bright orange and seemed to break-up into two 
pieces. Of the two main pieces, one fell ahead of the other and 
smaller pieces were visible in between the two larger ones. All 
of this image burned the entire time until it fell to the water, 
with trailing smoke in the middle. Vassallo stated that the 
golden bright flash lasted two to three seconds, then the image 

break-up in the sky. Looking directly at this flash, 
tated the left side of this image dropped to the water 

first, folloyed by the rest. 

tated he did not see any flares in the 
this time.on,raw nothing unusual in the 

sky at 

ters or sky that day. 

1 

: b’ 
provide. 

This is the extent of informatioeould 

--------------------- --------------_--------------------------------------- 
se ID : 26SA-NY-259028-302 Serial : 1044 
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(I/BINY 
DE FBINY #0035 2052305 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 2322582 JUL 96 

A-NY-259028) (P) (I-46) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

FBI WMFO/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3540// 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, 20 MILES; 

s '{EAST OF HAMPTON, NEW YORK: JULY 17, 1996; AOT-IT-EOD; 

L&S TW 3063 AND TW 3059, 0O:NY. 

TREAU, ON JULY 18, 1996,w 

WAS TELEPHONICALLY 

OL (NCS), NAVAL 

EDUCATION TRAINING CENTER, (NETC), NEWPORT, RI, BY SA JOHN W. 

DEVENY, JR., NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE, (NCIS), 

NEWPORT RHODE ISLAND, SUBSEQUENT TO REPORTING AGENT RECEIVING 

265A-NY-259028-SUB 
c c--. 

02G 3 
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PAGE TWC DE FBINY 0035 UNCLAS 

INFORMATION THAT HE POSSESSED KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE 

L sOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800 OVER LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK ON JULY 

ADVISED HE WAS A PASSENGER ABOARD- 

WHICH ORIGINATED IN CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA AND 

WAS DESTINED FOR PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND ON JULY 17, 1996. 

WHILE IN FLIGHT AT APPROXIMATELY 20:25 HOURS, -STATED 

THAT HE OBSERVED TWO EXPLOSIONS, A SMALL ONE THEN A LARGE 

EXPLOSION OVER THE WATER. STATED THAT HE WAS 

CONVINCED THAT HE OBSERVED THE EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800. ON 

JULY 19, 1996, WAS INTERVIEWED REGARDING THE ABOVE 

INFORMATION AT NAVAL CRl?IINAL INVESTIGATIVE FIELD OFFICE, 

(NCISFO), NEWPORT, RI. PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING 

INFORMATION DURING THE INTERVIEW: INITIATED HIS TRAVEL 

10DE ISLAND ON JULY 17, 1996 BY FLYING FROM PENSACOLA, 

FLORIDA TO CHARLOTTE, NC, WHERE HE DEPARTED AT 17:50 OR 18:50 

HOURS FOR PROVIDENCE, RI ON USAIR FLIGHT 217. 0 LATER 

PROVIDED A FAX COPY OF HIS OFFICIAL ORDERS AND ITINERARY, 

WHICH NOTES THAT HE WAS SCHEDULED TO DEPART CHARLOTTE, NC ON 

FLIGHT 217 AT 18:55 HOURS. - SEAT ASSIGNMENT WAS 

A WINDOW SEAT ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE PLANE. AT 

APPROXIMATELY 20:25-20:30 HOURS, -OBSERVED SOME 



. . 
PAGE THREE DE FBINY 0035 UNCLAS 

nr?nn1o 

r UJKING LIGHTS ON A SMALL PLANE FLYING UNDERNEATH THE. 

krd CRAFT. AT THE TIME, .HE WAS LISTENING TO MUSIC ON A TAPE 

AND LOOKING OUT THE WINDOW. HE HAD NOT CONSUMED ANY ALCOHOL 

ON THE NIGHT PRIOR TO THIS MOMENT. APPROXIMATELY 15-20 

SECONDS LATER, HE OBSERVED A LIGHT WHICH APPEARED TO BE A 

"FLARE" AND LOOKED LIKE THE SHOOTING OF AN UNEXPLODED FIREBALL 

INTO THE AIR. IT WAS MOVING FROM- "RIGHT TO LEFT" 

AND IT APPEARED TO HAVE "PEAKED", THEN IT WAS GOING DOWNWARD. 

THIS EVENT TOOK NO MORE THAN TEN (10) SECONDS IN TIME. / 

0 THEN OBSERVED AN INITIAL SMALL EXPLOSION IN THE SAME 

AREA THAT HE LAST OBSERVED THE FLARE. WITHIN A SECOND LATER, 

THE SMALL EXPLOSION TURNED INTO A LARGE EXPLOSION. THE 

F'-'FBALL THAT WAS CREATED BY THE LARGE EXPLOSION THEN BEGAN TO 

~JEND. 0 ESTIMATED THAT THIS TOOK PLACE APPROXIMATELY 

3000-4000 FEET BELOW THE -AIRCRAFT. 

-ESTIMATED THE FIREBALL TO BE 200 FEET IN LENGTH 

AND AS IT DESCENDED, IT GOT LONGER IN LENGTH. WHEN 0 

LAST SAW THE FIRE;BALL, IT WAS HITTING THE WATER BELOW. 

-TOLD ONE OF THE FLIGHT ATTENDANTS ABOARD HIS FLIGHT 

THAT HE SAW AN EXPLOSION BELOW AND SHE STATED THAT SHE WOULD 



. . r!RMll! 
PAGE FOUR DE FBINY 0035 UNCLAS . 
NOTIFY THE FLIGHT DECK. THE ATTENDANT LATER TOLD- THAT 

., MADE THE NOTIFICATION. AFTER.-INITIALLY TOLD THE 

FLIGHT ATTENDANT, A MALE IN SEAT "6F" STATED "DID YOU SEE THAT 

TOO' AND HE SAID THAT HE OBSERVED A FIREBALL EXPLOSION. THIS 

INDIVIDUAL WAS DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE IN HIS 60'S, 5'10" 

TALL, 175 LBS., MEDIUM BUILD, WITH GRAY HAIR. 

AFTER THE SMALL PLANE FLEW UNDERNEATH THE-AIRPLANE, 

-OBSERVED THE COASTLINE APPROXIMATELY 8-10 MILES IN THE 

DISTANCE, BUT HE DID NOT SEE ANY LANDMARKS. AT THE TIME OF 

THE EXPLOSION, - DESCRIBED VISIBILITY AS "GOOD" WITH 

SOME HAZE. THE SUN HAD SET AND HE DESCRIBED IT WAS "TWILIGHT 

TIME", BUT IT WAS NOT PITCH-DARK. -DID NOT OBSERVE ANY 

LARGE PLANES FLYING BELOW THE-AIRCRAFT. AT 

L 
OXIMATELY 20:55 HOURS, 25 MINUTES AFTER SEEING THE 

EXPLOSION,- FLIGHT LANDER AT T.F. GREEN AIRPORT, 

WARWICK, R.I. (PROVIDENCE, R.I.). w ICKED-UP A RENTAL 

CAR AND HEARD ON THE RADIO THE REPORT OF THE TWA FLIGHT 800 

CRASH/EXPLOSION WHILE DRIVING. AFTER MIDNIGHT, -CALLED 

A TELEVISION STATION IN PROVIDENCE, R.I., WPRI-TV, CHANNEL 12, 

AND SPOKE WITH- (LNU) AND TOLD HER WHAT HE SAW. ,* 

ASKED w CALL THE STATION BACK IN THE MORNING. 
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(uy!O!:! 

r __ REASON FOR CALLING CHANNEL 12 WAS HE WANTED TO TELL 

S&&ONE ABOUT THE EXPLOSION WHILE IT WAS FRESH IN THIS MIND. 

ON JULY 18, 1996,s WAS INTERVIEWED "LIVE" VIA TELEPHONE 

DURING CHANNEL 12'S 0600 AND 0630 NEWSCASTS. - 

NOT PROVIDE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

PERSONAL DATA REGARDING - 

COULD 

DOB: DPOB: - WA; RESIDENCE: --D 

DRIVE, PENSACOLA, FL, 32506-9563; TELEPHONE #: 

B(W),q- (H); EMPLOYMENT: U.S. NAVY,- 

-HIEF NAVAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING, NAVAL AIR 

STATION' PENSACOLA, FL. 

L-F' 3: 

k.- WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 

BASED ON THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY- THE NY0 

REQUESTS THAT WMFO OBTAIN THE IDENTITY OF THE FLIGHT CREW FOR 

USAIR FLIGHT 217 ON JULY 17, 1996. THE HOME OFFICE FOR U.S. 

AIR IS LOCATED AT CRYSTAL PARK FOUR, 2345 CRYSTAL DRIVE, 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22227. (LEAD TW 3059 HAS BEEN SET TO RE- 



PAGE SIX 'DE FBINY 0035 UNCLAS 1 s 
IPJ'FFRVIEWo. 

L, IT IS ALSO REQUESTED THAT WMFO SET OUT LEADS TO THE 

APPROPRIATE FIELD OFFICES' TO ENSURE THAT THE CREW MEMBERS AND 

PASSENGERS OF THE FLIGHT ARE INTERVIEWED. 

INTERVIEWS OF THE CREW SHOULD BE PREPARED ON FD-302'S, 

AND THE LEAD CONTROL NUMBERS TW 3063 AND TW 3059 SHOULD BE 

REFERENCED IN ALL COMMUNICATIONS. IF NECESSARY, WMFO SHOULD 

OBTAIN A SUBPOENA TO ASCERTAIN THIS INFORMATION. ALSO, ANY 

INDEPENDENT FLIGHT RECORDINGS OR RADAR PRINTOUTS/OBSERVATIONS 

THAT MAY BE MAINTAINED OR RECORDED BY USAIR FLIGHT 217 SHOULD 

BE OBTAINED. 
- 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING IN NEW YORK. 

BT 

NNNN 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
Ix1 Teletype 
Cl Facrimile 
[51 AIRTE’; 

PRECEDENCE: 
Ix1 Immediate 
Cl Priority 
0 Routine 

FBI 

Date 7/22/96 

F M  FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IM M E D IATE/ 

(PI (I-46) 

FBI JACKSONVILLE/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3540// 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 7/17/96; AOT- 

IT-EID; 0O:NY. 

REFERENCE NEW YORK TELETYPE TO ALL FBI F IELD OFFICES' 
0 

x 
DATED JULY 17, 1996. 

Tc 
NEW YORK OFFICE WAS CONTACTED BY -FROM m E  

NAl7AL COMMUNICATIONS SCHOOL (NCS) AT WHICH T IME THE FOLIXlWING 

INFORMATION WAS ACQUIRED FROM AN INTERVIEW W ITH- 

1 - New York 
l- Supv. I-46 

PAC:emf 
(2) 

WITH!TEXTI/ 

L”J’iTH,CUTTE%T-.--- 

Time Received: Telprep filename: 
a2 sa 

MRI/JULIAN DATE: ISN: 

FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 



"PAGE 2 NY 4265A-NY-259028) UNCLAS . . >'r;'-\l $$$ 

BOARD U.S. AIR (BOUND FRON CHARfXYI*rlS, N&'& 
.yi. 

: :..., 
ON JULY 18, 1996, 

WAS TELBPBON~ALLY-*NTACTBDATTBE NAVAL 

COMMUNICATIONS SCHOOL (NCS), .NAVAL EDUCATION AND-TRAINING. 

CENTER (NETC), NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND; SUBSEQUENT ti.REPORTING 

AGENT (RA) RECEIVING INFOIbfATION THAT HE POSSESSED KNOWLEDGE 
L-J 

CONCERNING THE EXPIOSION OF TWA FLtGNT 800 Oti IxlNc ISLAND, 

NY, ON JULY 17, 1996 ABOARD US AIR FLIGHT 217, WHICH 

ORIGIi?ATED IN CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, AND WAS DESTINED FOR 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND. - RELATED, DURINGTHE FLIGHT 

AT APPROXIXATELY 20:25, WHILE OVER WATER, HE OBSERVED TWO -(2) 

EXPIOSIONS, A SMALL ONE THEN A BIG ONE. -STATED BE WAS 

"CO~%NCED" -%HAT BE bB&RVED THE iXiUMION;OP -TWA FLIGilT 800..‘-1: ..- --. . 
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"PAGE 3 NY (265A-NY-259028) UNCLAS 

ON JULY 19, 1996 I.- wAS1N!rERvIEwE 

ABOVE INFORMATION AT NCISFO, NEWPORT,-RHODE ISLAND. 

PROVIDED TEE FOLI0WING INFORMATION DURING TEE 

I : INITIATED HIS TRAVEL TO- RHODB ISLAND 

BY FLYING FR& PEliSACoLA, FIORIM To 
: 

CAROLINA,. WEERB BE DBPAR'&D'AT 17:50 OR 18:50 FOR PRCbViIdH&,' 
.w 

'- _ ;;.,:* 
: ,.a 

. 
RHODE IS-, ON US AIR FLIGiiT-217. LATER PROVIDBD A 

* ':C;; 

FAX COPY OF HIS OFFICIAL pIiD* AND ITXNERARY, COLLEC&VlkY I 
APPENDEDAS ENCIOSURE (l), WEICHNdTES THATHEWAS SCHEDtiLED 

TO DEPART -; NORTH CAROLINA, ON FLIGHT 217 iT 18t55.. 

i/ 

m ~SEAT-~SIGN~BNT WAS “5~“, A WINDOW ’ 

SEAT ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE -PLME. AT APPROXIMATELY 20:25 - 

20:30,MBSERVED SOME BLINKING LIGHTS ON A SMLL PLANE 

FLYING UNDERNEATH THE US AIR AIRCRAFT. AT TBi TIHE, BE.WAS 
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SHOOTING OF AN DNEXPIODED FIREWORK INTO Tmi AIR. 

"PEAKED", THEN ZTWAS GOujc DOWNWARD. 

THAN TEN.(lO) SECONDS iN+HE. 
INITIAL Sm ExpwION m & Sm w -T a & g&j&&;': ,.,--.I -. 

THEFLARE. WITHIN A SE&ND LATER, THE SHALL EXPU)SION~~~- : 
_' 

INTO A LARGE EXPIx)SION. -THJtFIREBULTEATWAS CREATKDBYTEE 
-URGE EX&ION THEN BBGMiTC~DESCEND'~ESTIMAT&D '&AT. 

THIS TOOK PLACE APPROXIHATRLY 3000-4000 FRET BELOW TBE GUI' AIR 

AIRCRAFT. \ 

‘w ESTIMATED TBE FIREBALL TO BE 200 FEET IN LENGTH 

AND AS IT DESCENDED, IT GOT IXlNGER IN LENGTH: 

LAST SAW THE FIREBALL, IT WAS HITTING THE WATER BEIxlW. 

LD ONE OF THE FLIGHT ATTENDANTS (NFI) ABOARD HIS 

FLIGHT iHAT HE SAW AN EXPI0SION BEIOW AND SIiE STATED SEE WObtD 

NOTIFY THE FLIGHT DECK. TIIEATTENDMTLATERTOLD-TIUT 

SHE MADE THE NOTIFICATION. AFTER~iNITIALLY.TOLli~ . 

_ : ..f 



3. 
Fvvr!8 .:; ‘a’. . 
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APAGi 5 NY (265A-NY-259028) UNCLAS 

INDIVIDUAL WAS DESCRIBED As A WHITE MALE IN HIS 6OS, 5'10" 

TALL, 175 LBS., MEDIUM BUILD, WITH GRAY HAIR. 

AFTER+HESHALLPLANEFIZWUNDBRNEATHTEEUSAIR .-. - ..;; 
AIRPLIUSE,-OBsKRVEDTHECOA8TLIWEAPPROXIlUTELY 8-10 ' ..' . . 

LANDIIILRI(s . AT MItiS IN ti DISTANCE, BUT BE DID NOT SEE ANY 
,\ : 1 :1. _ : if;'+ 

THE TIME OF TBE EXPWSION, ~FSCRIBED V1s~Bmmc~A8 

"GOOD" WIT@ SOME HAZE. THE'SUNHADSETANDRE DESCRIBED ITA& 

"TWILIGHT'TIM&", BUT IT WAS.NOT PITCH-DARK. -IfID-NOT '- 

OBSERVE ANY LARGE PLANES FLYING BEmW THE US AIR AIRCRAFT. AT 

APPROXIHATZLY 20:55, ABOUT 25 XINUTES AFTER SEEING THE 

EXPLOSION, 0 FLIGHT LANDED AT T.F. GREEN AIRPORT, 

WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND (PJtOVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND). 

PICKED-UP A RENTAL CAR MD BEARD ON THE RADIO THE REP&T OF 

THE TWA FLIGHT 800 CRASH/EXPLOSION WHILE DRIVING TO NETC, 



. . 
. : . 

APAGE 6 NY (265A-NY-259028) UNCLAS 

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA: ‘,.<c'.-.'iip;: _i'-. 
.. - :: &"j 

EMPINHENT: USN, 250 NOR!lh DAIJJ4S STREET, CHIEF NiVAL. 
.$;;';Q 

I -:',;F' 

EDUCATION AitD TRAINING, @JAS, PENSAC!OL&, 

FIXIRIDA.- _. 

v LEAD: 
JACl@ONVILLE DIVISION, AT PENSACOLA, FIORIDA. IdJtZATEAND 

FULLY IDE?4hY, THEN IiTE~EW~WITHRESPECTTC.TEB- _- 
_ . . - 

-EiV@lT~ tE ii,EPOR'tED-WI~S~I@ON Jqzr. 17, 3996. --At&. i&J&LB -: : ___ .- .I:/- : _. . . . . _ _-. _'. .'_ 
.sHour;b, B$‘ OB+AkNiD WITk RljSP& i0 HI6 'SEAT NIMBI&~ TI$i.;. ' - -: .I- :. 

:.. .-: 
'. : . '. . . .. -. .-. -. . : . ' _ '. . . 



APAGE 7 NY (265A-NY-259028) UNCLW 
DIRECTION HE WAS LOOKING, iND A DETAILED MAP, IF POSSIBLE, THE 

FOLKlWING &JESTIONS SHOtiLD BE ASKED: 

1. WHAT WAS THE SEQUENC# OF EVENTS? 

2. WHAT WAS TIiE TIMING OF-EVENTS? HOW lxlNG Did THE 

MISSILE FLY, ETC. 

3. WHAT COIxlR WAS THE SMOKE TRAIL? . 
4. HOW LARGE WAS THE.INITIAL PUFF’OF SHOKE? :. 
5. .WAS ANY OBJECT VISIBLi IN ADDITION TO THE SMOKE? IF 

SO, WHAT WAS IT'S APPCCE? DID ANY OBJECT FALL AiAY FROM 

THE SMOKE TRAIL DURING THE INITIAL PORTION OF THE FLIGHT? 

"u 6. WHAT DOES THE TERkAIti AROUND LAUNCH SIGHT LOOKLIKE? 

WERE SCORCH MARKS VISIBLE? 

7. WHAT DID IT SOUND LIKE? 

8. DID THE SMOKE TRAIL GO ALL THE WAY TO THE AIRCRAFT. 

IF NOT HOW FAR DID IT GO? 

9. WAS THE SMOKE TRAIL CONSISTENT IN COLOR, DENSITY, ' 
THICXNESS? 

. . . > : ._ 
.- , I 

.' .~ :I.' 
. :. -. .' . 

1 .. .; 

._ : _: - 
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"PAGE 8 NY (265A-NY-259028) UNCLAS 

12: WAS THE SMOKE TRAIL STRAIGHT OR CURVED? IF 

IN WHICH DIRECTION? TOWARDS THE AIR- FLIGHT PATH OR AWAY 
FROM THE AiRCdFi!- i 'LIGHT PATH? -DID IT INITIALLY FLY AId#OST. ;. 

HORIZONTAL AND THEN CtZHB ToeTHE AIRCRAFT, FLY -GElTAp-TEB 

AIRCRAFT, OR INITIALLY FLY-UP AND THEN LE+EL OFF? '_ . 
13. -- WHER'EWAS THE SUN INRELATIONTO TBE AIRCRAFT AND 

qiE MISSI.LE LwNcH POINT? 

14. WHAT DID IT LOOKWHiN~IT IHPACTRDTHE AIRCRAFT? 

SMALL, SINGLE BURST OF FIRE/S~Ak-OR MULTIPLE BURSTS? 

15. WHAT DIRECTION DID IT APPROACH Tiii AIIicRApr FROM. 

POINTOFTHE AIRCRAFT APPEAREDTOBE THE IMPACT 16. WHAT 

POINT? DID IT 

SECTION, ECT.? 

17. WHAT 

APPEAR TO IMPACT THE ENGINE, LIGHTS, TAIL 

WAS THE ESTIMATED DISTANCE FROM THE LAUNCH 

POINT TO THE AIRCRAFT AT THE TIME OF IMPACT? 

18. HOW FARWAS TIiEWITNESS FROMTHE LAUNCH POINT? WHAT 

WASHIS RELATION TO THE AIRCRWT MD SMOKE TRAIL FLIGHT PA%i? 
_.. 

. . 

. . _a - ._ . . :- 
, . . -.. . . , . ._ c 

_ : 
. . ._ 

8.2 34 - _ ‘ : .- ,. .: 
'_ _ .. ..__ .. 

: : ., _ : - .-, . . : : .- : : 
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APAGE9NY 

PREPAREAN 

REQUESTING 

(265A-NY-259028) UNCLAS 
IMMEDIATE COMMUNICATION TO FORWARDING OFFICE 

SAKE LEAD INFORMATION, AS SOON 

NEW YORK DIVISIQN WILL SBND SEPARATE 

REQUESTING us AIR FUGK~ 217 MWIFEST, As 

OFTHECRBW. . . 

BT 

AS POSSIBLE. 

_- 
- .’ . 

.‘. 
. . 

.:- 
._- - 

‘. 

L-A’ &p 
~ - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/22/96 

provided the following information: 

At approximately 8:30 p.m. on July 17, 1996, 
e 

was 
walking her son near the beach in Westhampton. She obs a 
jet traveling east an 

Q!iP 

r jet traveling west towards each 
other. Additionally, observed 
possibly a Ces 

a third smaller plane, 
V 

the two jets. 
4m 

g east, but at a lower altitude than 
noticed 

close to each o 
these aircrafts because they were 

er and she thought this unusual. The jet 
traveling east began to climb and was spewing white exhaust. 

Approximately ten m'n la 
is described as two sunsets. 

IiF- later learned that a jet crash ( 
saw three planes and thinks it is c 

-.-- ______ 
iunusual and 

!s positive that she 
:hat she has heard 

nothing about the other planes in the media. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB cc. 

- ,f3 

Investiprtion on 7/20/96 II NY, NY (telephonically} 

b File t 265A-NY-259028 

b SA DANIEL K. QUINN/dcd DIM dtctrtcd 7/21/96 

This document contrms neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It 1s !he property of !he FBI and IS loaned !o your -i,~n;; 





_ FDz302 (Rev. 3-W-82) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of transcription 7/18/96 

m Deernark, 
,m'? Wholesale 

Z-New York, 11758, 
econtacted-telephonically by SA 

aera Bureau Of Investigation, and 
provided the following information. 

On 7/17/96 tated that he was standing on the 
dock, in the Vanderb where he keeps his boat, on 
the Connetquot River on the South Shore of Long Island awaiting 
the return of his boat which he had lent to a friend at 

After approximately 15-20 minutes had# 
n to look for his boat, looking southeast over 
further stated that it was at this time, 

PM that he observed what appeared to be a 
‘L-A approximately 15 miles off the shore of Fire 

dvised that it was only after he went home and 
he realized that approximately 30 seconds 

to 2 minutes before he observed what he thought was a flare, he 
observed what he thought was a shooting star 
east coming from the south shore, over Fire Island. 
that although he thought the light looked like a 
he felt that there was something odd about it because a shooting 
star is white in color whereas this object he more 
like a bottle-rocket with a dull orange glow to it. 
further stated that the glow moved faster than an and 
had no arch to it, travelling west to east from just west of 
Heckscher State Park to sight of it somewhere in 
the vicinity of Davis Park. advised that the object flew 

he lost sight of it. 
that he saw no smoke trail, nor did he 

where it may have come from, or an initial puff of smoke. 
tated that he could not observe any visible object or 

or thickness. - 
u Investigalion on 7/18/96 at New York, New York (telephonical l;-;_ 

File * 265A-NY-259028 ,5(/d i'y * ? .f.? _-__-... - 

5% SA TIMOTHY J. LATTERNER -7" Date J1cra:ei: -7 !,C 74 ,c "'--.1-I- -- 
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265A-NY-259028 
Continuation of FD-302 o- , On 7,/18/96 , page 2 

during wha 
bserved all of this at approximately 8:30 PM 

been set. mf scribed as twilight, with the sun having already 

remained h 
urther advised that the trail was 

al until it was out of his view. 
'ght and 

see it strike the aircraft. 
aircraft (what he o ' l 

w  

m 
did not 

CAMES stated that it a pr ched the 
from.west to east. 

y thought was a Coast Guard flare) 
ould not see a 

he observe anything s the aircraft. 
15 miles from where he observed the crash i!@@ 

point, nor did 
was approximately 

e and no more than 5 
from the missile (originally described as a shooting star). 

bserved this looking in a southerly direction. 

w everything 
concluded the interview by stating that 

appened so quickly, 
remember any details. 

making it difficult for him to' 

******SEE ATTACHED MAP FOR FIELD OF VISION****** 

0273' 





FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

-l- 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

,Holtsville, New York (NY), 

t 
2n ~~EZT;~:EZ~ity 

was advised of th 
d the nature of the interview, and provided 

the following information: 

advised that on 7/17/96 at 
p.m. and she and her boyfriend, 
travellinq South on Broadway near the inte 

mw;~;~8:30 

c i n of Broadway 
and Veter&'s Memorial Highway near the town of Holbrook, New' 
York, when she noticed a burst of a bright white 1' to a 
distance on her right. Because she was driving, 

l!lm 
said that 

she was unable to focus completely on the light, id observe 
IL-A tree-line, but lasted only a 

few seconds. seemed to resemble the light of 
said she did not hear any type of sound 

with the light, nor any smoke in 
dvised that the windows in the car 

were up, car was not on at the time. 

dvised that she believed the light came f 
direction of Bayport or Sayville, Long Islan 
advised that the light had disa?Feared befor 
opportunity to observe it. 

whz:'ir- 

-7-e 
.i 

_ . . . . i 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/18/1996 

information on the TWA flight 800 plane incident. He was advised 
of the identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the 
interview was to obtain the information concerning the incident. 
PAGE thereafter provided the following information: 

on his home computer last night between 
7:30p.m. He was not sure of the exact times, but 
it was not pitch black out yet. Probably around 8:30p.m.. His 
house faces the ocean near Great South Bay (South), and when he 
looked out his window, he saw an orange color flash, similar to'a 
roman candle or rocket, flash by. The flash came from the 
approximate direction of the northwest and was heading toward the 

'L 
southeast. 
trajectory. 

He was unsure if it had an upward or downward 
The flash streaked across the Bay. His house faces 

Great Bay South and he be sure if the flash was over 
the ocean or the bay area. the streak seemed to 
small to be a plane, but he 
he was not certain. 

at sure how far away it was, so 
It could have been a firework or rocket. He 

later heard about the plane crash and thought he should report 
it. He did not hear any type of explosion after seeing the 
orange streak. 

‘-‘Investigation on 07/18/1996 at NEW YORK, NEW YORK (telephonically) 

File 8 265A-NY-259028 

<$ \k 
'? \ SA JOHN F. KOHLER dare dlitaled 07j18,. 1996 

0277 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTlGATlON 

-:~g~~~~i~~~~~~~~~~~ the 
purpose of the interview, rovided the following inkormation: 

was contacted, telephonically, at the Hwort 
is employed as a Pilot-In-Command& 

. On the night of July 17, 1996, 
I an Am42 aircraft on a scheduled commuterflight, 
m Newark, New Jersey to Hyannisport, Massachusetts. 

was the first officer on the flight, which carried 
adult passenger 

was airborne at 8:lO P.M. 
v 

e flight taxied at 7:45 P.M. and 
characterized the weather 

condition as hazy and typic of summer flying conditions in the 
Northeastern United States. 

At approximately 8:35 P.M., 
streak descending in the sky which re L 

bserved an orange 
ed a night shuttle 

launch, but in reverse. He estimated his position to be ten 
miles west of Bridgeport, Connecticut and thirty five miles north 
of the incident ' e travelling at an altitude of thirteen 
thousand feet. 

ai@ 
id not hear any sound at the time of the 

observation. He ported his observation to Air Traffic Control. 
He has no opinion with regard to the source or cause of what he 
observed. 

will not be working for the next t 
reached at his home, telephone""'a~~r~k~tt~~tc~~m!? 

# 
‘L.-l Ili~s.llpl‘w SVl 7/18/96 ‘11 New York, :les: ';ork (telepnonicaiiyj 

F..: = 265A-NY- ,; 

SA NE1 L DONO':API .".'.‘ 7/18/'95 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/18/96 

date of birth 

Clbiewed telephoniba 
w York City Headquarters, Fort Schuyler, Bronx, New York. 

Afte; beina adv&ed nf the identity of the interviewing 
brovided the followins information. 

loyed as an 
aIF ii::" State Campus 

-7-17-96 at-approximately 
ad just finished sailing, 
ches Yacht Club, ' 

, New York when one of the 10 people, 
UnlM' a sailing instructor with the Moriches Yach u I 

II as he pointed to an area in the sky. 

we] 

L-l 

the sky an!! 
states that he looked toward the direction in 

o served what appeared to be an orange streak a 
considerable distance away, -which after a few seconds split into 
two and became a lar e or e wall of flames as it fell straight 
down into the sea 

l!!hm 
urther states that approximately 

eleven or twelve s r observing the above he heard two 
distinct booms which we ed by a rumbling noise that 
sounded like thunder. also states that he did not 
observe a lot of smo id observe a puff of white smoke 
that remained in th ere he first observed the orange 
streak in the sky. 
clouds in the sky. e states that there were no other 

incident- 
urther states that after witnessing the above 

the other witnesses contacted the United States 
Coast Guard stationed at Moriches, New York. 
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7/18/96 

Investigation (FBI). After being apprised of the id 
interviewing Agent and the purpose of the interview 
advised as follows: 

On the evening of Julv 17. 1996. 1 
ocation of her home iocated at't!! 
asked a neighbor who she had been speaking with what 

hbor answered that it was eight o'clock 1 

!!!!!!!~~~two (8:32)im and returned 
went inside her residence where she viewed 

outside. According to after a minute or two had 
elapsed, she heard an ex eme v'loud renort cominu from the rear 
of her property and a large "puff" of biack smoke-which blew from 
west to east and over and enveloping her house and others. 

advised that her property consists of three 
acre which has a lrVn shape to it. Behind 

her propertk to the right on a corner is a store which closes at 
six b8ciock-(6:OO 
boatyard. 
that area. 

In '"%%%t ~~ew~~$tj%ea:",.= beyond 

that is stm 
escribed the report as being loud enough 

children playing in the area and the smoke 
as beginning approximately fifty (50) to seventy (70) feet away 
from the property, very thick and black in the center and lighter 
at the edges. This cloud blew over to 
in approximately twenty (20) seconds. dvised that 
she never looked skyward and observed 
above. 

-. *, ,- ,' -- \. - i , ..j , T ‘.',.f ? -- ia-“: :' - 1.) ---. : ,: ..,J. :: - __ -F:.LJ ______..._. 
I 

- 
m 7/18/96 & NEW YORK, NEW YORK 4j#&+ah4&12y) 
m 265A-NY-259028 SL/& CC - +'/:T 

t-Y SA CLIFFORD F. FIEDLER(# zJ8/96 
OZ% 

.----..----. __-_--_.- -.~ 
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F'EDERALBUREAUOFINVESTIGATION 

Dale of tnnrription 07/19/1996 

telephonically provided the following information: 
On 07/17/1996, at approximately 8:35 or 8:40 pm #m was in her apartment and approaching a window to open it w n observed a bright white object travelling very quickly across the sky east of her apartment building moving toward the East River. The object travelled horizontally and slightly upwards across the sky. She saw no smoke, nor did she hear any noise associated with the object, as the window was still closed and there was much noise in the area anyway. 

lnvcaigrdon on 7/18/1996 ,, New York, New York (telephonically) 

Filet 265A-NY-259028 J’J d ..: :- *- 97 

'~ \ Thomas H. Swink Lia!: 2.. LItA --. .--_-- -...-.. ____ _07,f19W96 ----._~ _ 
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Fbj FBI NEW HAVEN (265A-NY-259028) (P) 

q DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

FBI CHICAGO/PRIORITY/ 

FBI NEW YORK/PRIORITY/ . 
BT 

SECRET 

CITE: //3-O// 

PASS: HQ FOR SIOC ATTN SSA JOHN 

L 
SA AMY BONDEREAU AND CG FOR 

LIPKA; NY FOR COMMAND POST 

SA JOHN COCCIA, SQUAD 5B. 

SUBJECT: UNSUBS; EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 20 MILES 

SOUTHEAST, HAMPTON, NEW YORK, 07/17/1996; AOT-IT-EID; 00: NEW 

YORK. . 
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PAGE THREE DE FBINH 0001 S E C R E T 

EMPLOYED AS &TEACHER AT PLAINFIELD HIGH S OL, PLAINFIELD, 

CT. - TES HE WAS SAILING OFF 0 

APPROXIMATELY ONE MILE FROM THE CONNECTICUT Cd ST, 
f 

LAST 

I? 'TNG WHEN HE PERSONALLY OBSERVED THE EXPLOS?ON OF TWA 

FL-r&T 800. HE STATES HE OBSERVED WHAT HE DESCRIBES AS A 

"REDDISH COLORED STREAK" THAT IN HIS OPINION EMANATED FROM THE 

GROUND TOWARDS THE POINT OF THE EXPLOSION. HE STATES THAT THE 

STREAK REMINDED HIM OF THE CONTRAIL LEFT BY A FLARE AND 

BELIEVES IT MAY HAVE SOME CONNECTION WITH THE EXPLOSION. 

LL BE CONTACTED AND INTERVIEWED IN DEPTH. 

-- 
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Se was sailing off of I"uzI< Island, an island about one 
T..ile frca tk,e Connect~c~~t ccast - :-- *LA-l= 
Connect ic2t , when he 

spposite Westbrook, 
cbsen?ed c_ke explosion. In watching the 

explosion :?e obser?Tec? what he described as a reddish colored 
streak that in his opizion was goir.gl from the 
point of the explosion. He re7 

ground towards the 
July 17, 1595 

-aged the streak he observed, on 
at betwee!; 8:39 and 8:40 pm, 

had obsertred while sailin at nigh:, ir, 
to a flare streak he 

that the streak caused by 
'L-A the flare as it rsose i:: the sky was 

WI-Len lhc? saw the ~;xpl-,sl~~. 
:he sare szreak he observed 

explosion and emar,a:ing from the explcsisn a Dlume which went 
from left trJ right as he viewed the scene. L 

~.\tlgntlon on 07-18-1996 ar New iiaven, Connecticut 
~,~t.# 265A-NY-259028 c~-cf 

<telephonically) 

hr dkxl1o.l 
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265A-NY-259028 

'L-l JSH:hrg 
1 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 

Agent (SA) JOHN HUI, SA KEVIN KELLEHER, and Suffolk County Police 

Detective JIM FANNING: 

East Morixes, New 

anything on July 
stated that she did not see 

17, -1996 between the hours of 8:00 PM and 9:00 
PM, but did hear two loud booms. 

was louder than the second one. 
She stated that the first one 

information. 
had no further 

265A-lUY-259028-su~-C~ 
* M 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of truacription 7/25/96 

regarding the July 17, 1996 TWA Flight 800. 

information: 
thereafter, provided the following 

stated that he was on duty the night of July 
PM as the 

wlso known as w Cwk&ue Nu&e !::6:* 
advised that he has worked in that capacity since May, 

stated that on July 17, 1996, at 
'v approximately 8:35 PM, he heard one loud, quick bang which he 

believed to be an M80 firecracker. He stated that two of the 
bridge tower windows were open at the time and there was a south- 
southwesterly wind. . 

advised that he observed an old white 
with a New Jersey Registration which was 

moored near Smith Point Bridge between the hours of 4:OO PM to 
7:30 PM. He stated that the vessel was occupied by three male 
adults and two male children aged 7 or 8 years old. He stated 
that the male adults were wearing cutoff shorts and appeared to 
be watching him with binoculars. - advised that the 
vessel was a fishing-type vessel yet the occupants were not 
fishing. 

m stated that on July 17, 1996 he kept a 
running log of all vessels which traveled under the Smith Point 
Bridge while he was working. 

m advised that at approximately 7:00 PM on July 
17, 1996 he observed a small white trainer-type plane flying 
extremely low, approximately 50 - 
a west to easterly direction. 

60 feet, above Bellport Bay in 
He stated that he had never seen a 

plane flying so low. 
lnvestigrtion on 7/20/96 et Long Island, New York 
File # 265A-NY-259028 L- 

SA ANDREW DeCICCO w 
by SA KEVIN C. MATHIESON (KCM:dp)k/m Date dktrted 7/2 l/9 6 

03YL &pj-E3 y-;c5low-cc -m 
Thb document coataim m&her rrcommmdrtiomr aor comhuionc of the FBI. It L the pro!aty of the FBI and im hoad to you ymq; 
it and its contenta are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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m advised that on July 19, 1996, at 
approximately 8:15 PM, two tourists from somewhere near Italy, 
possibly Slavania, visited his bridge tower. He stated that the 
two tourists used the windows of the bridge tower as a backdrop 
while filming each other with a small "Super 8" type video 
camera. 

advised that the tourists asked three 

accents, 
broken English with heavy foreign-type 

if the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) was still 
at the beach. He stated that the tourists also asked whether the 
beach was open and if he had seen the plane accident. 
stated that he observed the tourists leave his bridge 
walk north over Smith Point Bridge. Approximately forty-five 
minutes later the tourists returned by foot over Smith Point 
Bridge in a southerly direction. The tourists walked out of 

'L-l sight. 

tourists as- 
provided the following description of the two 

TOURIST ~~J~BER ONE 

White/olive skin 

Male 

5'10" 

Heavy set 

Dark hair 

. 

Heavy accent - Foreign 

Lnoked like LOU COSTELLO the actor 

Wearing white shorts and white shirt 
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265A-NY-259028 
Coathu~thofFD-302off~~ ;On 7/20/96 ,page 3 

tourists 'U 

IST NUMBER TWO 

White 
Male 
5'1OU 
Average Build - 170 - 180 pounds 
Dark Hair 
Accent - Foreign 
Carrying a bag 

stated that he would recognize the two to see them again. 

, 



. 
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(DET), 
The following investigation was conducted by Detective 

Bureau, 
WES DAILY JR., badge number 730, Criminal Intelligence 

Suffolk County Police Department, on August 7, 1996. 

Det. DAILY, responded to the SEAPORT DINER, 

evening of July 17, 1996. 
witnessing a large -- f lash the 

stated, on July 17, 1996, he was 

New York. 
! SEAPORT DINER, Port Jefferson Station, 

At approximately 8:4OPM 
flash in the skylight of the diner. 
that the flash may have come from 
department was having that night. Later on he'was speaking to 
some people and wondering if it was t 
further information was received from 

Det. DAILY, responded to the Terryville Fire Department 
on August 7, 1996 and spoke to the dispatcher. July 17, 
the first night of the Terryville Fire Department annual 

1996, was 

celebration carnival. 
July 20th. 

There were no fir'eworks until the night of 

Det. DAIii, went back to the diner and observed the 
view from the skylight inside the diner. It is Det. DAILY's 
opinion that the flash- saw was not related to the 
Trans World Airline (TWA), crash investigation. 

I ..v,,--' - 
..t 

. . . . 
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On July 25, 1996, the following investigation was 
conducted by Detective ERICK J. LUNDE: 

d at his residence at 

' New 'Oqk* ~?~%~eked 
His correct telephone 

265A-NY -2590284llB em 
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F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N  

D a t e  o f  t ranscr ip t ion  8 /9 /9 6  

A fte r  be ing  adv ised  o f-th e  i den tities  o f th e  inte-& i e & n g  a g e n ts 
a n d  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  interview, -p rov ided  th e  fo l low ing  
inform a tio n : 

exp los ion  bv  h is  
b e fo re  h e  d id . 

flan ind  th e m . 

th is  occur red  b e tween  8 :3 0  a n d  8 :4 5  p .m . 

, 

/avea tig r tio n  o n  7 /2 7 /9 6  a t S o u th a m p to n , N e w  Yo rk  

Fi le  #  2 6 5 A - N Y - 2 5 9 0 2 8  
S A s C H R IS T O P H E R  B R Y C E  

by  S A M U E L  G . K R A M E R /C!B /n  
D a t e  dk t r ted  7 /2 7 /9 6  
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Shinnecock Bay 
25 degrees up columns of associated a sound sim ilar to thunder. 

TC [ FB!-kEW  VORK I it-. 

uvatigation on 7/27/96 rt Southampton, New York F ile # 265A-NY-259028 SAs CBRISTOPBER BRYCE by SAMUEL G. KRAMER/B/n Date dktrted 7/27/96 \ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 08/02/96 

-advised that when he saw an explosion in the 
sky on July 17, 1996, he was located at approximately forty (40) 
degrees forty-five (45) minutes, fifty (50) seconds north and 
seventy-three (73) degrees, eight (8) minutes, thirty-eight (38) 
seconds west. 

l 

~~nveatig.t*on on 07/26/96 rt West Hampton, New York (telephonically) 
Ffle# 265A-NY-259028 

by SA JANE C. KELLY/hrg+ Date dictated 07/29/96 
OYZG 

Tbir document contains neither recommendations nor conclurionr of tbc FBI. It b the property of the FBI and is loaned to your aleracy; 
. . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tmscription 7/19/96 

Road, Westhampton Beach, 
STARR BOGGS' RESTAURANT, 379 Dune 

New York, telephone 516-288-5250 
was advised of the 

interviewing agents and the'purpose of the 
provided the following information: 

On July 17, 
and heard an explosion. 
incident. 

was in the restaurant kitchen 
not visually observe the 

a 

u Investigation on 7/l&3/96 at Westhampton Beach, New York 

File. 265A-NY-259028 

SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL; 
by SA MICHAEL C. 1NCE:MAM Date dictated 7/18/96 

0933 
‘IEk document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

It is the property of dK FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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FEDERALBUREAUOF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transctiption 7/19/96 

he interviewing agents and the 
purpose of the interview. 
information: 

provided the following 

On July 17, 1996, 
at STARR BOGGS RESTAURAI 

was working in the Ocean Room 
gT. 

lobserved 
This room has a window overlooking 

flames descending to the water. 

zing south. 
t the flame was at the 11:OO o'clock position 

The incident 
five to six seconds. 

that -observed lasted 
advised that he heard and felt two 

explosions when the flames hit the water. The restaurant shook 
when the flames hit the water. 

UInvestigation on 7/18/96 at Westhampton Beach, New York 

F&# 265A-NY-259028 & / 
SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL;'QY/ 

by SA MICHAEL C. 1NCE:mamfl Date dictated 7/18/96 
043r 

This document contains neither recommeadrtions nor conch~&~~ of the FRI. It is the property of the FM and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed nutside vnur amwv 
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FEDERALBUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Date of tranaaiption 7/27/96 

the identity of the interviewing Agent and that the nature of the 
reqarding the July 17, 

1 provided 
1996 TWA Flight airplane 

the following information: 

I stated that on the evening of July 17, 1996 
ly 8:35 PM while vacationing at the Smith Point 

Park campground, he observed two orange streams with thick black 
lines spiraling downward the water. He stated that the spirals 
lasted for a time period of three through five seconds. He 
advised that the left spiral was wide and the right spiral was 
narrow. / 

stated that the wind was blowing in from the 
did not hear anything unusual. 

, 

-mstiprtior, on 7/20/96 

~~~ I 265A-NY-259028 

at Long Island, New York 

by SA KEVIN C. MATHIESON/dp k/L/q Date dictated 7/2 3/9 6 

WY6 

Thir document wntaiua neither reaammcadrtionr nor cowhiors of the FBI. It is tbc Drowrtv of the FBI and ir loaned to vow ~~‘CIICV: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATiQN 

Date of trmrcription 7/27/96 

F light 800 airplane crash 
information: 

provided the following 

at the I stated that on July 17, 
Smith m int 

1996 she was vacationing 
Park campground and staying at Site Number 46. 

-advised that on July 17, 
was outside her trailer cooking 

1996 at approximately 8:06 PM she 
dinner on her barbecue when a 

short time  later something blew up by the Moriches Inlet. 4 
\b 

stated that she observed red fire and black smoke in the sky. 

hvutigrtion on 7/20/96 

~~~ y 265A-NY-259028 

8t Long Island, New York 

by SA KEVIN C. MATHIESON/dp k'iJII 
04547 .w.s.z. ,. _ . . . 

Date dictated 7/23/96 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/8/96 

Shirley, New York, 
contacted at his residence. 
he interviewing Agents and 

to gather information 
regarding the crash of Trans World Airlines flight #SO0 on July 
17, 1996. He then provided the following information: 

w with one o 
advised that on July 17, 1996 he was at the beach 

1s friends when he observed the fireball created by 
the crash of flight 800. No smoke, 
alerted his attention to th&\sky. 

sounds or other activity 

While at the beach, did not observe any unusual 

265A-NY-2590284UB CC 

‘0 Investigation 00 7/25/96 rt Shirley, New York 

File # 265A-NY-259028 1 
SAs ROBERT STEVEN KRUPA/ qi% 

by MIKE GALGANO, ATF/RSK/jkl Date dictated 7/2 5/9 6 

This document cootdtta ndtbr recommendrtionr nor condurbas of the PBI. It f~ the property of the FBI ud is batted to your rleocy; 
it md its contettta are not to be distributed outride your r8ettcy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trrnacriptfon 8/7/96 

On July 24, 1996, the following investigation was 
conducted by Special Agent ROBERT STEVEN ERUPA, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), and MICHAEL GALGANO, Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF): 

appear in the sky. 
explosion. However, no smoke, sounds, 
was observed prior to the fireball. 

or other unusual activity 

L.--l 

, 

($ ( NOV121996 ) 

hvatigrtion on 7/24/96 at East Moriches, New York 

Filet 265A-NY-259028 rl SA ROBERT STEVEN KRUPA/ Wc 
by SA MICHAEL GAIGANO, ATF/RSK/cxkh$ Date dictated 7/24/96 

+wr/ 
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-l- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
De:e of trmrcription 8/26/96 

,hway, East Quogue, New York, 
where she works as a bartender. 

t&ities of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the interview. information: She provided the following- 

On July 17, 1996, she was at the WESTHAMPTON BEACH YACHT CLUB in Remesenberg with her son 
old. She stated that she heard the 

who is eight years 
an engine slowing down and looked up and clearly saw a jet plane coming down. The plane was intact and there was,no smoke or fire around the plane. 

She then saw and heard an explosion and saw the cockpit separate 
from the plane. She saw a trail of blue-gray smoke following these pieces downward. She stated that she observed these falling pieces for about four to five seconds at which time they 
were obstructed from her view by the sand dunes, at which time 
she heard two more explosions. 

2 

0 

Inve5tigrtion on k/8/96. 

File e 265A-NY-259028 

at Hampton Bays, New York 
AcmL2 

v 
265A-NY-259028~SUia 

BY A-/ 
KELLEHER (ATF)@? 

/I 
/ 

_ -_ 
SAs KEVIN M. 

by JOHN M. MIFSUD (JMM:dpjb'(%%7465) 
976 

f , I 
This document contrins neither recommendations nor conchaionr of the FBI. It is the property 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your rgency. 
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Date of tnoecriptioa 08/09/96 

following information: 

s a% ~6d!!!!!$~~~~~~~~~;A New 
York a approximately 7.00 PM. 

saw a flash or flare in the sky. looked up'at 
at pornt and saw a large bright orange fir&all. -saw 

two parts engulfed in flames fall from the sky to the ground. A 
few seconds after the orange flame dr 
black smoke trail could be observed. 
anything at the time of the explosion 

he grou&, a thin 
did not hear 

"u 
planes in the area. Approximately two minutes later, 
observed a helicopter flying towards the direction of the crash. 

"v 
Investigation on 07/31/96 II Yaphank, New York 

File# 265A-NY-259028 

This document contains’ &her recommeodrtione oar coocluehn~ of the FBI. 
it and ita contenta ate not to be diibuted outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE!SI’IGATION 

Date of tranxription 08/05/96 

the fireball on the left being 

Thirty second 
larger and longer of the two. 

like thunder. 
minute later,oheard faint rumbling 

fireball nor 

did not see a smoke trail prior to the 

ee any boats or flames in the area. 

. 

L-J 
Investigation on 

File # 

by SA CAROL A;,XACZMAREK/hrg 

0478 PY 

This document contains‘hher rcmmmendrtionr nor conchions of the FBI. It is the pmpel~y of the FBI 
it and its contents SIX not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVJZSI’IGATION 

Date of tranrliption 8/7/96 

-was driving his car south on Edwards Avenue, 
100 feet north of Main Street, Riverhead, New York, at about 
8:15-8:30 P.M., on July 17, 1996. At that time he observed a 
fireball in the southern sky. -could not judge the 
height of the fireball or its distance from him because he was in 
a moving car. It appeared to him to be only a few miles ahead of 
him, above Smith's Farm. The fireball was orange in color and 
quickly fell behind a tree line and out of his view. 

QB& 
Investigation on 

lItis document contains neither recommeodrti 
it and its contenta are not to be distributed outside your egeocy. 
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DateoftnMc~ 08/07/96 

On August 1, 1996,[-Iwas interviewed by 
Special Agent JOSEPH C. KUHNS and Investigator RODNEY POLITE, New 
York State Police. -was advised of the identities of the 
interviewers and the purpose of the interview and provided the 
following information: 

Gauge Technician. 
unemployed. 

He was laid off two years ago and is presently 

the end of 
On the evening of July 17, 1996,w 

the west j the Shinnecock In1 
mwas fishing at 
it with a friend 

he only identified as The sky was hazy but there were no 
clouds. He observed a National Guard aircraft lying by going 
from west to east about three miles out. He th !n saw an intense 
bright light in the sky. The light was white w .th a little bit 
of yellow and confined in size. From where m 
the light was at approximately a forty-five (45 

-as located, 
degree angle 

from the axis of the straight portion of the je :ty he was on. 

ow arced to the 
right, 

From-perspective, the white 
which would have meant that %zhe aircraft 

have arced to.the left. 
Sk "iflg east would 

In-opinion, this arcing 
movement represented the pilot's attempt to regain control. 

The white glow then descended about fifty (50) percent 
of the distance to the surface of the ocean. In the process it 
may have shifted a little bit to-left. When the glow 
reached about 50 percent of it's original altitude, the white 
glow, which had stayed steady in its size and intensity, 
disappeared for about five or six seconds. 

an altitude lower than where he bad last seen 
the glow, observed what he described as a descending 
ribbon of flame. To him, it did not appear as a fireball, but 
stayed continuously in the shape-of the descending ribbon. It 

InvestigMionon 08/01/!6 et .Riverhead, New York 

F&# 265A-NY-259028 -CC - /q$ 
Investigator RODNEY POLIT ew York State Police 

by SA JOSEPH C. KUHNS/hrg Date dii 08/05/96 / 
04E5- / '- 

This documeot con&e &her A ndations nor conclusion of the FBI. h is the property of the FBI and ia loaned to your agency; 
it mod ite cooteota are oat to be distributed outside your agency. 
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265A-NY-259028 

Continuation of PD-302 ,a 08/01/96 ,Pye LL  

was-percept ion that the bottom of the descending mass 
of fire was flat and  round which suggested a  mass of descending 
fire somewhat in the shape of a  cylinder. 

When  the fire hit zero alt i tude-looked at his 

watch and  determined that was 8:32 PM. At no  time did he observe 
the shape of an  aircraft. After the fire hit the ocean,-  

observed a  thin column of black smoke which quickly disappeared.  

The first th ing-heard was two explosiqns or  

nbooms@l in quick succession, though he  said it did not  sound.l ike 

the sound barrier being broken.  These first two explosions were 

the second loudest thing he  heard.  There was then a  silence for 

about  ten seconds. This was fol lowed by a  rumbling or  

sound and  then three or  four l ighter "booms," which ding 

described as not  having "sharp edges.” There was then one final 

'L.-l 

and  loudest explosion. From the time the rumbling sound began 
until the final explosion was about  ten to f ifteen seconds. 

Calculating his own distance from the event  from the 

amount  of time between the visible explusion and  the sound 

reaching him,-estimated it was about  twelve miles away.  

-provided the interviewing agents a diagram of 
what  he  had  seen.  

. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE3TIGATION 

Dat4 oftlmwiption 08/02/96 

On the evening of Wednesday, July 17, 
was on her parents' boat, which was 

1996,[ 
rina at Great 

Gun Beach. A friend of the family, 
a bright light in the sky to her. 

pointed out 
When she looked, she saw a 

large orange-yellow ball-of flame. 
firework or flare that had gone bad, 

At first she thought it was a 

was too big to be either of those. 
but she felt the explosion 

associated with the explosion. 
She did not hear any sound 

26%2!jg(g&& ,A 
'Ll 

Invcstigetion on 07/29/96 rt East Moriches, New York 

Filer 265A-NY-259028 SEP 191996 

by SA ROBERT S. CRISALLI/hrg i. 1. Dete dictated 07/2 I I 
0486 

This document cootaios oeither mxmunendetiooe nor cooclusions of the FBI. 11 is the property of the FBI end is loaned to your agemy; 
it and its contcnte arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date of trrnrcription 7/28/96 

July 17, 
advised that shortly after dusk on Wednesday 

was in the porch area of the SHELTER COUNTRY 
CLUB, near the First Tee, of the Country Club Golf Course. In 
the sky between two pine trees, 
flames, bright red, 

she observed a large fireball of 

described the flames 
falling down towards the horizon. - 

as having been approximately twenty feet 
wide, between the two trees. The flames disappeared into the 
southeast horizon behind the tree line. 

-stated that she did not observe any peculiar 
incidents prior to observing the flames. advised that 

mr and- 

. 

Investigation on 7/28/96 
'u 

File Y 265A-NY-259028 

by SA JOSE M. FLORES/g Date dictated 
05497 This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the frB1 and is loonod to your ~a-; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On July 17, 1996, he was on the Aqualine water taxi 
returning to Watch Hill, Fire Island. At approximately 8:40 PM 
he was entering the marina heading due south when he saw a 
fireball in the sky. He saw this from the starboard side of the 
boat through an open window. 
and elongated as it fell. 

The fireball broke into two pieces 

seconds. 
He saw this in the sky for lo-15 

At the time he thought it was fireworks. Fire Island 
was between them and the explosion. It took a few seconds for it 
to completely disappear below the horizon. 

26WW2S028-SUB 

‘LJ 

Investigation on 8/S/96 at East Moriches, NY (telephonically) a- 
Filc# 265A-NY-259028 

b! SA JOHN L. SHEEHAN/avbt.- Date dictated 

0Y9f Y 
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Date of truetiom 7/22/96 

was interviewed at his place of 
IFT SHOP AND DELI CAFE, Old Wontauk 

-advised that on the evening of July 17 1996, he 
was traveling west on the Sunrise Highway between the Westhampton 
and Manorville Road exits in the vicinity of Center BSoriches when 
he observed an airplane off to his left flying in an eastbound 
direction. 
occasion, 

-glanced to his left a second time and, on this 
observed a bright flash of white light on the rear 

'L portion of the airplane. -described the white flash as 
small, similar to a firework, circular in shape and of a size 
which did not obstruct the view of the airplane. 'indicated 
that the airplane appeared to be flying through the white flash. 
Immediately thereafter, the airplane dipped at a 
before stopping and bursting into orange flames. 
two separate balls of fire developing into a trail of flames 
which fell quickly and straight down to his line of sight ending 
at the tree line bordering the highway. He observed a small 
amount of black smoke after the disappearance of the trail of 
flames. Immediately following this observation,opulled his 
car off the highway and heard a series of rumblings at ground 
level. -characterized the aforementioned as one continuous 
event and did not observe impact of the airplane by another 
object associated with the bright flash. 

Bstimated the location of the airplane as due 
south of his driving location approximately four miles offshore 
and a total of six miles from his location on the Sunrise 
Highway. Bttributed his distinct view of the airplane to 
the evening light framing the airplane as it flew east. 0 
recalled looking at the clock in his vehicle, described as a 
Four-Runner, and it reading 8:38 P.M. at the time of his 
observation. . 

'W xnvestigrtior on 

pue# 265A-NY-259028 
SA PAUL T. PALUWDO; 

by SA STACY R. DIAWOND/WAW 

it and its contents UC not to be distributed outside your asacv. 
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On July 18, 1996, the following investigation was 

conducted by Special Agent PAUL T. PALUMBO of the New York Office 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation: 

Westhampton Beach, New 

was interviewed pursuant 

at the intersection of 
Dune Road and Jessup Lane, Westhampton, New York. 

that he was on the front deck of his residence, on 

when he heard a series of explosions described as slightly 

different then sonic booms. The explosions were of such 
intensity to cause his home to vibrate. Specifically, he heard 
one boom followed by a pause and then two more closely occurring 

booms. Following the explosions, he observed a long plume of 
black smoke, which he described as narrow to the horizon which 

widened as it elevated. noted the time of these 
observations as approxim 

265A-NY-2590288-- CL 

‘i-l 





PTP:MAM 

l-l 265A-NY-259028 

On July 18, 1996, the following investigation was 
conducted by Special Agent PAUL T. PALUMBO of the New York Office 

of the Federal-Bureau of Investigation. 

I, Hampton Bays, New York, 
rd pursuant to an 

Bint of the intersection of Dune Road 
ana Jessup Lane, westhampton Beach, New York. -advised 
that on the evening of July 17, 1996, he heard one big explosion, 
followed by a pause of approximately 6-8 seconds before a second 
explosion and a third explosion immediately thereafter. 

had no visual observation of these events. 





PTP:MAM 265A-NY-259028 
On July 18, 1996, the following investigation was conducted by Special Agent PAUL T. PALUMBO of the New York Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Westhampton, pursuant to an 
1996 when she observed a big strip of fire over the ocean. indicated that it disappeared quickly. She was unable h additional details concerning this observation. 

l 
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TMO:gmo ,I.,x& 

Myrtle Avenue, Glendale, New York, (718) 389-9172. 

8:15PM and 
Ms. -stated that on July 17, 1996, between 

8:30 PM, she was sitting in the kitchen of- 
-facing south. She saw an or 

the horizon over Dune Road. Ms. 
reak across the sky on 
walked to an outer 

deck at the residence and the st isappeared. She then 
saw a funnel of puffy dark grey smoke rising from behind the dune 
on Dune Road. She saw no airplane or debris, but did hear three 
llboomsl' 
seconds: 

The entire observation lasted approximately ten 

, 
. . 
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Date of transcription 8/09/96 

@yen, N.J. 07036, 
was contacted 

B, 51 Westfield Ave. Elizabeth. N.J. (9081 558-2976. 
After being advised of the identi 
and the purpose of the interview, 
following information. 

erviewing agents 
provided the 

0 stated that on 7/17/96 he and six other 
persons traveled to Long Island to 
the beach. The trip was arranged by 
grapher. They arrived at the 
He doesn't know the name of the beach,-it was his-first time 
to that location. They finished up between approximately 
8:2OPM -8:25PM. At that time they began to load the eguip- 

b 
ment back into the car, which was parked in the parkihg lot. 
He made a last trip down to the beach to make sure that no 
equipment was left behind. As he was walking back up, with 
his back to the water, -came over a dune and yelled for 
him to look back. # 

-stated that he immediately turned toward 
the water and observed a trail of black smoke in the distant sky. 

0 
One or two seconds later he saw a large fireball, which he felt 
must have been an explosion. He observed flaming debris falling, 
and two to four seconds later he heard the sound of an explosion. 
After the trail of flame, smoke and debris passed below the 
horizon he heard three more explosions. He looked at his watch 
and the time was 8:35PM, however he keeps his watch five minutes 
fast. 

to the incident. 
d noticed anything unusual prior 
stated that he had not. The 
ere the only ones around. Earlier 

there had been a blue/grey van parked, 
a family( one male, 

with what appeared to be 
one female in front, two teenagers in rear), 

watching the photo session. The van left before the session 
was finished. 

j_/nvatigation on 8/08/96 at Elizabeth, New Jersey 

Date dictated 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propert 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Continuation of FD-302 , On 8/08/96 , Page -2- 

listed the following named people in the 

No name provided.) 
information was provided for the above 

persons. 

. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Datr of transcnprion 8/3/96 

On July 17, his home, WF 
1996, at approximately 8:30 pm, while at heard one loud boom. and rattle t e windows on his house. This boom was quite loud 

he heard three booms of much lesser After 1 l/2 to 2 seconds, three booms occurred with little time between each boom. initial sound was a sonic boom but that. 
thought the too loud for 

. 

“~‘lniertlgat*on on 7/23/96 at Quogue, New York 
F,le# 265A-NY-259028 SA CHRISTOPHER BRYCELAN b! SA SAMUEL G. KRAMER:cam 

orI7 
Tlt~z dtument somains nrtthcr recommendations nor conclusions of th 
,t .\,~,j ,I< <,,n,+ntr .,r+ n,,r tn hr sI.c...L... 4 -..--. 1. 

- _. 
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b! SA SAMUEL G. KRAMER:cam 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 01 trrnrcription OS/OS/96 

information: 
then furnished the following 

On July 17, 
with his 

1996 he was sittin on his front porch 
brother-in-law 

-r 'mL!!k His house is on who is married 
the north side of Sunwood, facing south. He had spent the day at 
Smith Point Park and did not see anything unusual. He has been a 
crew member in the Air Force Reserve for fifteen (15) years and 
is in the habit of watching planes. 

'u 
At 8:30 PM, he saw a plane traveling from west to east. 

He noticed the red, anti-collision light. 
sixty-seventy (60-70) degree descent. 

The plane was in a 
He said to 

TP "TkEe plane looks like it will crash." Then he saw a fire a 
plane broke into two fire-laden, 
reddish color. 

falling objects of a ye&w- 
All of this took thirty (30) seconds to happen. 

He estimates he was thirty (30) miles away. 

‘unvertiprtion on 07/28/96 et Hampton Bays, New York 

File # 265A-NY-259028 
\ 

by SA JOHN L. SHEEHAN/hrg ,% Dete dicta 9 
oar . 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRI. J( is the IMHW~~~ tif 9 
i, .“A :.* ---.--.. 
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F E D E R A L  B U R E A U  O F  I N V E S T I G A T I O N  

-l-  

Date  of t ranscr ipt ion 8 /9 /9 6  

O n  July 1 7 , 1 9 9 6 , a fte r  8 :0 0  
L o n g  Is land S o u n d  a t M o u n t S ina i  H a rbor  
sou th  a n d  saw  a n  o r a n g e  exp los ion  in  
fo l l owed  by  a  second  exp los ion  3  
descr ibed  th e  second  exp los ion  as  
first. T h e  second  exp los ion  fla s h e d  b o th  u p w a r d  a n d  o u tward,  
fo l l owed  by  two sepa ra te  red  streaks fa l l ing to  th e  o c e a n . 

stated it took  1 5  to  2 0  seconds  from  th e  tim e  o f th e  

'L l  
los ion  u n til a l l  o f th e  fla m ing  p ieces  d r o p p e d  o u t o f 

h is  sight. 

. 

‘\j 

I nves t iga t ion  o n  

T h i s  documen t  contr inr  ne i ther  recommenda t i ons  no r  cor i ih i~ l~s  of the FBI. 

i t a n d  i ts  c o n t e n t s  a re  no t  to  b e  d is t r ibu ted  ou ts ide  y o u r  a g e n c y .  
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FEDERALBUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Datr rl trm W/09/96 

interview 
New York (NY), telephone 

-of the inte: and the nature oftha 

provided the following: 

advised 
Dock on the 

s 

that she was walking on the Great Gun 
8 e of Fire Island on the evening of July 17, 

1996. ecalledbeing alerted to an object in the sky 
and look ng up to see what appeared to be a black or grey nudge 
which she thought was a flare. The object appeared to be south 
of the her location and clearly beyond the dunes of Fire Island 
over the ocean. When she first observed the object, it appeared 
cylindrical in shape and was rising up in an arc-like direction. 
The smudge took approximately six to eight seconds to reach its 
peak, at which time it evolved into yellow and orange pieces of 
fire. The pieces fluttered down slowly taking approximately ten 
to twelve seconds to fall out of sight. 

was unable to providi a precise measure of 
she was stan 

that it was definitely far away. 
object, except to say 

heard no noise 
associated with the event. ted that she observed 
no smoke or falling debris assoc$ated with rising smudge-like 
object or falling pieces of fire. 

With respect to here precise location,Badvioed 
that she was situated on the west end of the Great Gun Dock. She 
was unable to provide any landmarks which aided in her 
observation. She did, however, note that her view we8 partially 
obstructed by the tree line of Fire Island. -had no 
observation of the object as it passed below the tree line. 

- tnreati.rtion on 7/24/96 

Pile I 

by SA PAUL PALUMBO/axh 
00547 :.;q 

Tblr documat cmths adtha rocammrdrtioa~ nor oordusfors of tbr FBI. It t tbo proparty d tbo FBI ud b bamti w m J&&&C ,. -- 1 I.. . . . . . . . . - ._ 
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FM FBI CHARLOTTE (265A-NY-259028) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028)/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

SECRET 

CITE: //3140// 
/ PASS: NEW YORK COMMAND POST. 

'ECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, TWENTY MILES 

SOUTHEAST OF HAMPTON, NEW YORK; 7/17/96; AOT-IT-EOD; 00: NEW 

YORK. , 
REFERENCE LEAD 1589; NEW YORK TELETYPE TO CHARLOTTE, 

7/20/96, AND TELCALL BETWEEN SA C. LEE BUTLER, CHARLOTTE 

DIVISION, GREENSBORO RA AND SA JIM KYLE, NEW YORK COMMAND 

POST, 7/20/96. 

ON 7/20/96, MADISON, NC, 



id GARDING WHAT SHE WITNESSED ON 7/17/96, AT LONG ISLAND, NEW 

YORK. WISED THE FOLUIWING: 

ON 7/17/96, AT APPROXIMATELY 8:37 P.M., AS ON THE 

MOBAY (PHONETIC) SECTION OF LONG ISLAND BEACH, NEW YORK, WHEN 

SHE OBSERVED AN AIRCRAFT CLIMBING IN THE SKY TRAVELING FROM 

HER RIGHT TO HER LEFT. ADVISED THAT THE SUN WAS 

SETTING BEHIND HER. WHILE KEEPING HER EYES ON THE AIRCRAFT, 

SHE OBSERVED A "RED STREAK" MOVING UP FROM THE GROUND TOWARD 

THE AIRCRAFT AT AN APPROXIMATELY A 45 DEGREE ANGLE. THE "RED 

STREAK" WAS LEAVING A LIGHT GRAY COLORED SMOKE TRAIL. THE 

"RED STREAK" WENT PASSED THE RIGHT SIDE AND ABOVE THE AIRCRAFT 

p- ‘?RE ARCKING BACK TOWARD THE AIRCRAFT'S RIGHT WING. 

m . 

‘Lt5 RIBED THE ARCK'S SHAPE AS RESEMBLING AN UPSIDE DOWN NIKE 

SWOOSH LOGO. THE SMOKE TRAIL, WHICH WAS LIGHT GRAY IN COLOR, 

WAS NARROW INITIALLY AND WIDENED AS IT APPROACHED THE 

AIRCRAFT. 

INITIALLY THOUGHT SOMEONE HAD SET OFF A FLARE AND 

COMMENTED SAME TO HER FRIENDS SCOTT AND PAULINE BARROWS OF 

IxlNG ISLAND. EVER TOOK HER EYES OFF THE AIRCRAFT 

DURING THIS TIME. - 



PAGE THREE DE FBICE 0001 S E C R E T 

b AT THE INSTANT THE-SMOKE TRAIL ENDED AT THE AIRCRAFT'S 

RIGHT WING HEARD A LOUD SHARP NOISE WHICH SOUNDED LIKE 

A FIRECRACKER HAD JUST EXPLODED AT HER FEET. -THEN 

OBSERVED FIRE AT THE AIRCRAFT FOLLOWED BY ONE OR TWO SECONDARY 

EXPLOSIONS WHICH HAD A DEEPER SOUND. 

THEN OBSERVED THE FRONT OF THE AIRCRAFT SEPARATE 

FROM THE BACK. EN OBSERVED BURNING PIECES OF DEBRIS 

FALLING FROM THE AIRCRAFT. 

WAS UNABLE TO PROVIDE A TELEPHONE NUMBER OR 

THAT THEY ARE RESIDENTS OF LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK AND THAT THEY 

DO NOT WANT TO BE INVOLVED. 

WAS IN NEW YORK CITY FROM 7/10/96 UNTIL 7/18/96, 

WHEN SHE RETURNED TO HER NORTH CAROLINA RESIDENCE 
-0 

ADVISED THAT DUE TO HER FRIEND'S RELUCTANCE TO SOOPERATE, SHE 

HERSELF DELAYED CONTACTING ANYONE UNTIL LATE 7/19/96, WHEN SHE / 1 

CALLED TWA. WHILE IN NEW YORK CITY, WAS STAYING WITH 

HER FIANCE 0 WHO RESIDES IN BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 

GROGAN STATED THAT WAS NOT PRESENT ON THE BEACH AT THE 

F-STATED-DOES TIME OF THE EXPLOSION. NOT HAVE A 
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FEDERALBUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Date of tmscripfion 7/30/96 -. 

Lead Number 1589 

-@dison, North Carolina, home telephone n&&e?, 
was advised of the identity of the interviewing a 

and the nature of the interview. 1 
residence regardi 

Iwas interviewed-at-her 
he witnessed on July 17, 1996, at Long 

Island, New York. advised the following: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 4:38 p.m.,- 

While keeping her eyes on the 

The "red streak" was leaving a light gray colored smoke trail. 
The "red streak" went past the right side and above the aircraft 
before arcking back toward the aircrafts right wing 
described the arch's shape as resembling an upside 
"swoosh" logo. advised that her perception of the length 
of the smoke t The smoke trail was narrow 
initially and widened as it approached the aircraft. 

some 
-and 

never took her eyes off 
entire time. 

at Madison, NC 

by SA C. LEE BUTLER: iub 
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265A-NY-259028 Sub302 

At the instant the smoke trail ended at the aircrafts 
right wing 

#eP 
heard a loud sharp noise which sounded like a 

firecracker Just exploded at her feet 
a fire at the aircraft followed by one or 
explosions which had a deeper sound. 

*secondg Observed 

EE:.aircrafL 
bserved the front of the aircraft separate from 
then observed burning pieces of debree falling 

ma 
10, 

advised that she was in New York City from July 
1996, until July 18, 1996, when she returned to her North 

Carolina residence. 

. ‘,F . I I.:., ‘: L 
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‘i FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Date of tr8ltlCZiptiOB 07/21/96 

dison, North Carolina, 
n 

interview conducted with her by Special 
follow up m 

the Charlotte Division, 
Agent C. Lee Butler of 

July 20, 1996, in which 
Resident Agency at her home on 

friends, saw what she 
how she, along with two 

at Long Beach Island, 
o be an exploding airplane while 

New York, on Wednesday, July 17, 1996. 
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and 
the nature of the interview, 
information: 

she provided the following 

described them as apathetic, and stated that they said they did 
not want to have any involvement whatsoever with the F.B.I. 

Burther stated that fiance IL was 'on their side” 
on this issue. 

eithereid not have ior 
elephone numbers or addresses for 

she did say that 
the former reside in Long Island and the latter in Brooklyn, New 
York. 

sdvised that, should the F.B.I. try to contact 
-se individuals, it might cost her her engagement to 

However,-expected to speak with them by 
telephone tonight, and would ask them to reconsider getting in 
touch with the F.B.I. 

c 
has been assigned Control Number 1092. 

Investig8tiopon 07/21/96 at Madison, NC (telephonically) 
\ u' >bh 

File #4?8A-NY-259028 Date dictrtd 07/21/96 ‘, -.2 

by 

/w 

This document coatrim witha tecommandrt~nr nor coachsknr of the FBI. It ia the property Op Ibe $B1 ud L Iom@d to pu 
it rod its COBtclltS arc not to be dfrtributed outride your l #cacy. 
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Date d tmmcriptioa 4.30.97 ;.a i : .: . . 
On Tuesday, April 29,1997, intm !iM R t~ 

residence by representatives of the Federal NewYark~. 
A fter bein advised of the identity of the interviewing agents, as well as the nature cif& 
interview,~oluntarily provided the inform ation set forth below. 

-I 

i 
: 

d that she was a witness to a num ber of the events 
of T rans World Airways (TWA) Flight 800, during 

the early evening hours of July 17,19% , She stated that she was in the New York area 
on vacation and had been on Long Beach Island (New York) earlier that evening for 
dinner. A .&r dinner,Bd two friends (not identified) drove to the beach near 
the M oriches Inlet, in Center M oriches, New York. She added that at som e tim e earlier in 
the evening, she had consum ed two (2) “Long Island Iced Tea” cocktails, but that she did 
not feel inebriated at the tim e she m ade the observations described herein. 

According to-after arriving at the beach, she rem oved her shoes 
and walked down to the water line where she enjoyed the ocean for a while. She stated 
that at som e point during the tim e when she was near the water, her attention was drawn 
to an airad that was flying from  her right west] to h6r left [East]. She added that she 
had previously been involved in the travel indusuy and had since then been interested in 
travel and flying. -tated that during the course of her observations, the aircraft 

She added that it appeared to be leveling off at an 
this to the pressurization process. She then 

described the aircm ft as it appeared to ascend for approxim ately ten (10) seconds. Once 
stated that she thought that this was all routine and attributed the 

to pressurization. 

According ta at approxim ately this tim e, she noticed what 
appeared to be a “contrail” which appeared to be com ing from  an obj& which was flyiug 
toward the plane which she had been watching. This “object” approached the aim raft 
from  behind. Bescribed this“‘contrail” as an elongated trail which had three 
(3) distinct sections. These included a “greyish-white” taiI, a center which appeared 
“pinkish” in hue, and a leading edge (the point on the object which was furthest left). 

. . 
Invutigation on 4.29.97 at B rooklyn, New York 

me Y 265A-NY-259028 -cc. I- 6b 
SA S teven A .~ Bongrirdt 

by SA Theodore J. Otto, III 
8374 

*-. 
Date dictated ..: i: ice’ i 

.;-... 

This docum ent coat&r n&ha recom m endrtfonr ror condurkrr of tbe FBI. It is the property d the PBI ud b louad to yaw a#~+. 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your rgu~cy. 
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ContinuatjonofPD-301dm ,on 4.29.97 ,pwe 2 

ent on to liken this contrail as resembling an inverted “Nike- symbol which 
closed in from behind the aircraft, rose above the path of the aircraB, then dropp& down 
and intercepted the aircraf.I. 

According ta within several seconds of the object hitting the 
aircraft, but not more than five seconds, she saw what appeared to be a small explosion, 
which occurred almost simultaneously~with her hearing a small 
several seconds later, she heard a “very large explosion. drllb- she added that stated that she does 
not remember having felt the concussion of any of the explosions. 

stated that to the best of her recollection, the “object” hit the 
aircraft in the vicinity of where one of the wings (she could not recall which of the wings) 

elage. When asked to-estimate the distance at which this event took place, 
stated that if a person were to place one hand on top of another length-wise, 

‘LA the event took place at an elevation of five and one half@%) to six (6) hands off of the 
horizon at her arm’s length. She estimated the distance between the first and second 
explosions at approximately one and one half (1%) hands, again at her arm’s length. 
Regarding the relative distance over which this event took place-described 
(and sketched) the series of events (beginning with her first observing the aircraft up until 
the point at which the second larger explosion took place) as taking place over an area of 
approximately seventy degrees (70”). She then went on to divide this seventy degree 
panorama as follows: she described her first observations of the a&raft (i.e. when the 
plane appeared to be ascending) as covering approximately fifteen degrees (15 “) of the 
distance. She then stated that it was as the aircraft covered the next thirty five degrees 
(35”) that the object which she described as trailing a c&trail, approached the plane firorn 
behind and impacted with the aircraft. stated that the final twenty degrees 
(20”) of her view involved the distance first, smaIler explosion and the 
second., larger explosion. She added that after the plane had covered this distance, it was 
no longer flying, and had begun falling toward the surface of the water. 

-then went on to describe the falling detritus of the aircraB as 
resembling a meteor as it fell. She added (and sketched) that the front of the aircrafl 
appeared to be burning as it fell toward the ocean, but not the cockpit. 
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Continuation of PD-302 *om4.29.97 ,pl;lr 3 

she had any opinion about what it was that she 
observed that evening. She replied that she believed that she witnessed a missik, which 
had been fired from a boat which was located somewhere on the Atlantic Ocean. 

The following descriptive information regardin 
developed through interview and observation: mm 

Date of Birth:- 

Place of Birth ** 

Social Security Account Number (SSAN), 

Telephone Number 

Without fkrther questions or comments, the interview was terminated. 



FD-340 (Rev. 7-29-92) 
Universal Case File Number 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence 

Serial # of Originating Document 
Date Received y/&/9d 

From 5i 
(Name of Contributor) 

(Address of Contributor) 

BY CL 

(City and Stale) 
&ii? ‘&UK z 

(Name of Special Agent) 

To Be Retuwted 0 Yes No 

Receipt Given Cl Ye sf No 

Grand Jury Material - Di SF eminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 

Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 

0 Yes No 

Title: Y crr;iic.bt5 j , 
E%~AL.~cu (SF ?&I /=&l/r7 *focJ,* 
Ao.7 - x r- EQ’b &:r3 f 

NV 
Reference: 72fd7yi3t ‘To &e , 7/zo 

(Communication En&sing Material) 
LEm &?uM2&~ /rgq 

. . 



. 
. 



- * 



. ,-- . ‘ 

y1I ’ BpA 





FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

b’ 

7% 

- I - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tnnsctiption 7/20/96 

south Setauket, New York, 

dvised that on July 17, 1996, at approximately 
8:30 P.M. he was travelling east bound on the Long Island 
Expressway somewhere near exit 58. He happened to be looking 
towards the south east when he saw a flash high in the sky. The 
fl;,h hung in the sk 
and break apart. 

for several seconds before it began to fall 
db thought it was some type of fireworks and 

was surprised because it was still light outside and was too 
early in the evening for fireworks. 

/ hPR0 1 l!w 
FBI-NEW Y&M , - 

I@=, 

“destigationon 7/19/96 rt South Setauket, New York 

pilet 265A-NY-259028 

by SA MICHAEL BROOKS/MAM Datcdii 7/19/96 
&=a 7 
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F'EDEEALBUREAUOFINVESTIGATION 

Date of transaiptio~ 7/27/96 

Westhampton, New York, 
identity of the inte . - information: 

xplained that he is an ex-Air Force 
flown in combat. pilot, who has 

his wif-8:38 p:m.+to 8:48 p.m. on July 17, 
. . . were sitting on the couch of their .- *. 

Approximately one minute to a minute and one-half 
later, while looking out the back window, 
globe of fire fall very slowly from the 
it took at least 30 seconds for the 

did not actually see it, there was a final 
object presumably hit the water. 

explosion as the 

vantage point was facing south out over the 
add that the explosion sounded like a %AM 7" 

followed by smaller explosions that 
sounded as if smaller munitions were "cooking off." 

watcning television. The back windows of the house look right over the water and are in a south by southeast direction. 

heard 
u house. - a loud explosion which actually shook the 

The loud explosion was followed by several smaller 
explosions. 

‘k-l 
Inrrtigrtionott 7/21/96 

Pile i 

rt Westhampton Beach, New York 
4' 

by SA ERICK J. LAUR 
0 S7f 

Date dimad 7/22/96 \ 
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EEDERIL BLREAL- OF ISVESTIG~TIOS 

DdrC M Iranrnptm \37/'22/'96 

msocp Date of Birth (DOB 

telephonically contacted at her residence 
Mastic, 

ccount Nu&ws 

New York 11950, telephone 
advised as to the identity of the interviewing agent and the 
nature of the inquiry wherein she provided the following 
information: 

vehicle headir 
1. I she and her husband were in their 

ig east. 
circle in the sky. 

To her right she observed a bright orange 

closer and 
Istated she turned to look at it 
?parate fires in the sky. 

stated she turned to look at it closer and recognized ( 

could not make out any object 
time her attention &as 

or did she hear anything at or before the 
drawn to the f.ire. . 

separate fires in the sky. 
other than the fire, n 

- 

was at Westhampton Beach with her 
:ne evening hours of July 17, 1996. At 

husband, 

APR 0 1 1997 
For- NEW 10kW - 

Investigation on 07/18/96 at Moriches, New York (telephonically) 
Filet 265A-NY-259028 

0* 
by SA DAVID S. EDWARD D8tedicmted 07/20/96 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ,(. 

Date of truralptioa 8/8/96 ‘f 

was advised of the 
nature of the 

'LJ octagon building and the Ranger Station, th&e is a fli ht of 
stairs leading down the beach facing southeast. d and 
his wife were at the top of that staircase looking southeast over 
the ocean when he observed what he believkd to be a meteor flare, 
round in shape, red in color, approximately ten miles from his 
location and forty-five degrees up from his line of sight. 

stated that 
easterly directi& 

stated that the red meteor had no tail to 
any smoke trail coming from it. advised that he heard 
no noise and saw no smoke. 

B. stated that two to three seconds after he 
observed the red meteor, he observed, lower than the red meteor, 
at a forty degree line of sight, two large pieces, yellow and 
red incolor, engulfed in flames, falling one on t 
with black smoke trailing the pieces as they fell. 
further stated that the flames from the lower piec 
touched the upper piece as they fell straight down. 0 
advised that the le 
a ten.degree length. 

ling pieces was approximately 
urther advised that he did not 

see the object hit er, he stated that it 
disappeared before striking the water.0stated'that _ 

r: 
hd 

.‘.# . . 
vestiartbaoa 7/23/96 at Yaphank, New York ,Y.:~T 

. 
pfit 265A-NY-259028--fFr-57q 1 . 

SAs TIHOTHY J. LAW*/. 
by JOSE H. FIXIRES, Jr./TJ&/rdo Datrdktrtad 7/23/96 _, 
0903 ._ ;: 

This document coat&as l dth rwmmrdatbas nor maehsbas of the PRI 1) h the nmnrrtr nf thr PRI ral h kmmd *a -I- ----a 



. 

‘ZD-3b2a (Rev. 11-13-83) 

265A-NY-259028 
Contino*tio;olPD-U)2-1I-,o. 7/23/96 ,pw 2 .'I‘.' 

approximately two to three seconds after seeing the two pieces 
fall, he observed a second meteor, red in color, round in w, 
identical to the initial meteor, coming from the same location as 
the first meteor, shoot up at a shallow ten degree angle and 
disappear over the horizon 
came from the southeast. advised that he did not see 

-stated? 

advised that the meteor 

any launch point where the re me eors may have come from. 
further advised that he did not see any boats in the 

he observed all of these events 
from the 8 ore an believes the objects were located at a 
longitude of seventy two degrees and forty-four feet, latitude of 
forty degrees and forty one feet, with a compass bearing from his 
location of one hundred ten degrees to one hundred twenty 

advised that all of these figures are 
the best of his ability looking at a map. 

, 

c 





On July 31, 'm 1996, was interviewed by 
Special Agents (SAs) GREGORY J. O'WEILL and ANGELA DiBELLA 

g the events she saw on the evening of July 17, 1996. 
stated she was in a,golf cart at the Westhampton Beach 
Club at approximate 8:30 PM, when she 

orange light in the sky. stated she was 
when she noticed an which looked 
traveling eastward across the sky and also 
stated at first she thought it was a shooting star, 

orange ball grew into a large fireball. 
stated a large trail of fire fell from the 

lost sight of the stream of fire as it 
but that a black/grey smoke lingered 

behind where the fireball had fallen. 

0607 
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Date of truscr@tW 

Remsenburg, N 
identities 0 

the interview. 

On July 17, 1996, 
r dinner on the deck of the Yac 

stated that she was having 
Club in Westhampton with her 

husband and son. After dinner her attention was directed towards 
the sky when, she noticed what she believed to be a shooting 
star. - described the star as being an elliptical shape, 
that was white in color with glowing surroundings. Within 
seconds this image began to hover and move from left to right to 
left again. This image started to drop and turn into a red 
orange fire. -stated that as the image began to fall it 
became a little bigger but not much bigger. 

;LJ 
As the image fell to 

the ground it exploded into two plumes of fire. -stated 
that this explosion, 
a flash. 

which she did not hear, lit up the sky like 
The two plumes of fire went down behind Dune Road. 

After the flames went down behind Rune Road, a black cloud came 
up and headed in a westerly direction. ' 

~eatigationon 7/19/96 
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ched Police report is the report of interview 
by Investigators EDWARD MLCDYNIA and JOHN KBARY 
ate 

Wednesday evening he was 
southern most part of Union Street, Moriches, New Yo;k, at about 
8:30 PM he was looking across the bay ac Great Gunn Beach which 
is encompassed by Smith Point Park. He saw what he described as 
an orange flare which appeared to be launched from the beach or 
beyond which went straight up then suddenly he saw a large red 
glow which he described as an "explosion" and thereafter saw the 
fireball split into two distinct parts and drop from the sky. 

went on to say that there was no sound to the e ' . was also with his girl friend,a-b 

!!!!::mentioned to -to*? 
Mastx, New York 11950, telep one 

flare going up but w en she looked towards that area all she saw 
was a large fireball and then the fireball come down. She did 
not hear any explosion either. 

. _ __ ._ 

& 
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Date of umscripiion 8/2/96 
,..’ 

LLIAM HANSEN, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
was advised of the identities of the interviewers 
of the interview was to obtain details he might 

have concerning the crash of TRANS WORLD AIRLINES (TWA) Flight 
8Ou. _ thereafter, provided the following: 

advised that on July 17, 1996, at approximately 
nity of Moriches Inlet. He 

and his son,--\ 
ted that his boat was 
let in the vicinity of the 
hing off the rear of the 

boat and was facing towards the south. He advised that his son 
-brought the t*flarel' to his attention. -advised 
that he looked to the "eleven o'clock posjtion" (south/southeast) 
and observed an orange ,,dot" in the sky. He advised that this 
dot apparently was towards the end of its flight in that it was 
high up and it was followed by an explosion right after he saw 
it. He stated that he believed that the arc initially started 
very slightly to the west and moved in a slightly easterly 
fashion. He stated that the dot burned very brightly and the he 
did not notic 
smoke trail. 

e of irregular pattern of flight or any 

the inlet was 
advised that the jetty on the east side of 

of him as he observed this. - 
advised that he could not give an accurate estimate of distance 
other that to say it was far over the ocean. 

During the course of his interview, noted that 
a commercial type fishing boat proceeded out 
the ocean approximately 15 to 20 minutes before the incident 
involving TWA Flight 800. 
feet in length, 

He described this boat as being 35-50 
was probably a netter, and had either the words 

"River Rou em or "Rouge River" was written on the bow of the 
boat. 6 thought it was unusual that a fishing boat would 
be going out at that time of day. 

LdvestigMion on 7/20/96 Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 

Fde# 265A-NY-259028 
Inv. JOHN P. K 

by SA WILLIAM HANS Date dictated 7/26/96 ’ 
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It is noted that 
q-band that 

owns his boat with his brother 
th he boat docked at the Center 

Yacht Club, Oak Neck Road, Center Moriches, New York, (516) 874- 
2200. 

. 
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was interviewed by Detective MICHAEL 

Department. The 
MILLER of the Suffolk County Police 

interview was conducted on July 22, 1996. 

related the following: 

On July 17, 1996, at 2015 hours, she was sitting on the 
sand at Smith's Point Beach. 
bath house. 

She was just a little west of the 
It was a little hazy and it was getting dark, but 

she could$%till see some people surfing. She was facing 
southeast when she saw a flare shoot from the water. The flare 
went upward in a concave arc. The flare had a pink flame at 
first which turned into an orange flame about l/4 of the way up. 
There was a thin black smoke trail following the flame. The 
trail was visible for about six minutes. She watched the flare 
for about five seconds when it turned into a large ball of orange 
fire. This turned into an oval or oblong shape. 

b flames with a white center. 
It had orange 

She did not see anything fall to the 
surface and she did not hear any sc:nd. She estimated the 
distance from where she was sitting to where the flare took off 
from as one mile. . 

2&A-NY-2590280S118 c (-.I 
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On July 21, 1996, Detective MICHAEL C 
olice Department interviewed 

summer residence:! 

telephone number: 
information: 1 

ALVIN, of the 

ly 17, 1996 
(W 

was inside his residence at 
walking towar s a g ass door. 

south, when he noticed a red flare descending. 
He was facing 

It was on a 
slight downward arc from west to east. There was a thin white 
smoke trail following a red dot. m watched the red dot 
for about three or four seconds. He then saw a fireball erupt. 

-is not sure if the red dot and the fireball met. The 
ell to the horizon with a black smoke trail following. 
also saw a large white oval cloud form where the 

It took about two or three seconds for the 
fireball to fall into the water. 

- 
could still see the 

smoke trail of the flare after the eruption. 
fall to the water. 

-only saw 
When the fireball met the horizon, 

first saw a faint glow which turned into a larger fire. 

Five to ten seconds after the fireball,landed, 
heard an extremely loud explosion that shook his house. 

The duration of the explosion was about four seconds. 0 
then heard two or three more explosions of the same intensity but 
of shorter duration. The eruption occurred about ten miles south 
of his home. It was at dusk with a slight haze on the horizon. 
It was 8:36 p.m., when the event was over. 

265A-NY-259028-SU8 “C/ 
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Investigator ED 

information: 

1 8:30 p.m., 
advised that on July 17, 1996, at approximately 

he was playing volleyball at Ponquogue Beach. 
he was diving for a ball, While 
into the sky. 

he suddenly observed a flare heading up 

into the air at 
He advised that this flare was orange and went up 

about the same speed as a firework. This flare was observed off to the southwest. 
a flight further out toward the ocean. 
burst into a large fireball. 
parts and fell somewhere into 
sure of the distance at which 

the ocean. He stated-he wasn't 
this occurred. 
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Date of trmraiptiom 8/9/96 

interview. He then provided the following-information: 

On July 17, 1996 
~~~n~f~~~~g~~~e~~eo~&B of a jetty on the east side 

ocean side. He arrived there at 6:30 pm. At approximately 
8:15 pm, he noticed an orange/red ball in the sky, 
approximated 45-55 degrees up, which was about the size 
of a basketball. The ball did not move for between three 
to five minutes. After that time period, a large flame . 
came out of the ball. The flame then went out and he 
couldn't see the red ball. Then the ball and the flame 
lit up again, now appearing like a strip, and burned for 
about one minute before it went out. Approximately 
thirty seconds later he heard and felt at least five loud 
booms, which almost made him lose his footiing on the rock he 
was standing on. then saw a ribbon of smoke which 
went from the sky The smoke was 
white in color on the top, but more gray further down. 

east. 

saw a single engine plane around the time 
It was grayish in color and was headed 

occur in- 
insisted that the explosion did not 

but rather at ground level. He assumed 
at the beginning'that the red ball was a flare. He 
regularly saw the Coast Guard set off flares and thought 
that the lack of movement at first was due to the use of a new 
kind of flare. ..f . -8 : yy-~E9028-~ 

Southampton, New York 

265-NY-259028 
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Date nf tnnscrtpion 8/8/96 

Date of Birth, 

Also present during the interview were 
Investigators JOHN P. 
State Police (NYSP) 

KEARY and EDWARD S. MLODYNIA, New York 

-rn 
furnished the following information: 

volleyball 
advised that on July 17, 1996, he was playing 

on Ponquogue Beach on the court immediately to the 
right of the beach pavilion. He stated that just before it got 
dark, a friend of his called his attention to the light in the 
sky. -stated that he observed two orange streaks ascending 
in a curved path. He stated that the streaks were bigger and 

'L 
brighter than ordinary boat flares and left long trails to the 
water. -advised that the flares were thicker at the tops and 
lighter in color around the edges. 
fast for two to thr e 

e 
seconds, 

He stated that they moved 

than the other. 
one a little lower and to the left 

stated that he lost'sight of the flares 
when they appeared to die out. He stated that two to fifteen 

sonic booms. 

v nvestigation on 7/24/96 
",. 

al Hampton Bays, Now York ..'A ,. I 
F&# 265A-NY- UJ-55% '-w+ 

. . . 1 

JOHN P. KEAHY/ 
Date diited 7124196 
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On July9 

telephone numDer 
advised of the identities of - 

m Date of Birth (-1: 
stic Beach, New York,: born 

pwas interviewed. After being 
the interviewing Agents 

)provided the following 
and the 

nature of the interview :-FI-..LI--. t- 

advised that on the evening of July 17,1996 he 

approximately 
ide at the Smith Point Park campgrounds and at 

8:lS pm he observed a bright white light. - 
stated that he was looking out at the water when he observed 
light travel from the southeast and arc towards the east. He 

the 
advised that approximately four seconds after first observing the 
bright white light he ed 
orange/red in color. 

a second flash which was 
did not observe any smoke. 

u 

‘~Ilmigal on 7/25/96 at Long Island, N,.. _____ 

pkl 265A-NY-259028 
SAs KEVIN C 

by SA JAMBS MC Datdicmd 7/25/96 
cwa? .- I ., 
lhisdowmmcomaiosneifhcr ~CODChUiOlUof~rn. ItbchepmpatyoftbeWJmldir~~yora~; . . 
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d&L, -_ The following investigation was conducted by 
'Investigators JOHN P. XEARY and DANIEL J. REGINI of the 
New York State Police Department on July 27, 1996: 

The boat was anchored approximately twenty 
feet to the west of the jetty on the eastern side of the inlet. 

'W -was sitting in the right seat 
out over the ocean. 

starboard side) facing 
All of a sudden 

explosion. 
[heard an 

He glanced over to the southeast and observed what he 
thought was a firework ascending into the,sky. He stated he 
originally felt this firework emanated from the shoreline on the 
other side of the jetty to the east. -stated that 
he continued to watch the firework ascend, expecting to view the 
explosion in the sky. He stated this object which was ascending 
left a whispy white smoke trail. About midway through its 
flight, the smoke trail stopped and the object turned a bright 
red in color. 
of the device. 

this bright red flame was at the top 
stated that he now thought it was 

some type of boating distress flare. All of a sudden, it 
apparently reached the top of it's flight. He stated that the 
red fireball then arched from the east to the west. At this 
point he observed an airplane come into the field of view. He 
stated this airplane was very high up and many miles from his 
location. He stated that the bright red object ran into the 
airplane and upon doing so both the plane and the object turned 

t red then exploded into a huge plume of flame. 
noted 

pushed 
that he felt that either the bright red object 

the nose cone of the plane up or the plane was slightly 
angled upward when the strike occurred. He stated he felt the 
bright red object struck the plane towards the cockpit area. 
This plume separated into two sections which spiraled to the 

'b ground ard left a white cloud of smoke in the sky. He stated he 
did not hear any further explosions and did n 
the plane fell into the ocean 
attempted to go out to sea to 

O&3/ 
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did not have near enough fuel to reach the site. 
:: .Y 

attempt to travel to the crash site , q&3~EJ2~~o ,ib 
large fishing boats to the southeast. 
they may have been trawler type boats and that they were about 
nine or ten miles away. 

device took about 
tated that the flight of the bright red 

fifteen seconds. He stated the entire incident 
was over in about thirty seconds. He stated that the eastern 
jetty was his reference point for the origin of the projeotile. 
He stated that the boat was equipped with loran, but it was not 
in use at the time. He did note that they had utilized the depth 
finder on the boat to find a specific drop off in the inlet. He 
stated that if necessary, ack to this exact location 
as they fish there often. stated he now feels that 
the origin of the project six miles to his 
southeast. He stated he does not wear glasses or contacts. The 
sun was in the west southwest at the time. 
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THOMAS M. O'NEILL and 
was interviewed by Senior Investigator 

Investigator KEVIN E. WALSH of the New York 
'State Police Department. 
1996. 

The interview was conducted on July 22, 

stated he was on the upper deck of the 
SWORDFISH CLUB, which is on Dune Road in Westhampton Beach. He 
was looking south, towards the ocean at approximately 8:30 PM, 
when he saw a whitish/yellow light descending from the south, 
slightly west to east, on a forty-five (45) degree angle. The 
light burst into a goldish/orange ball of flames (looked like the 
space shuttle explosion). He walked towards the ocean, when he 
saw another flare-up and the fireball grew, as it descended and 
moved slightly east, descending into the sea. He then heard 
three quick explosions that sounded like a plane breaking the 
sound barrier, which also caused vibrations. He assumed it was a 

'w 
plane because it was much too big to be a distress signal. He 
estimated the distance at about eight-ten (8-10) miles from 
shore, based on his belief that the horizon is twelve (12) miles 
from the shore approximately one - one and a half (1 - 1 l/2) 
minutes later he saw a helicopter come frgm the northeast, 
heading towards the location of the incident. As the fireball 
descended, it emitted a dark gray,'black, heavy smoke. 
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of 
The attached police report is the report of interview 

by Investigators KEVIN WALSH and THOMRS 
O'NEIL, of the New York State Police Department. 

stated she saw a red fire ascending ita. ..I 
slight east to west direction. It ascended to 12 otclock ai%3 &he -' 
saw an orange/yellowish light which continued to get bigger".' 
(circular). Light began to descend and burst into massive flames 
l/3 of the way down. 
yellow/orange. 

(Long trail of flames) in bright 
It disappeared behind the horizon and Dune Road. 

She then saw a huge amount of gray smoke rising. 
exp?osions, 

She heard 3 
which shook the water in the bay. 

‘w 
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was interviewed by Senior Investigator THOMAS 

Police Department. 
gator KEVIN E. WALSH of the New York State 

The interview was conducted on July 20, 1996. 

I 
approximai 

states that on July 17, 1996. at 
Birth - ) and her 
OAKLAND'S R 

childreni-had 
) Date of .. 

completed dinner at 
PAURANT on Dune Road, Hampton Bays, New York. 

were walking on the ocean front beachadjacent They 
area just west of the jetty. c 

to Dune Road at an 
as the beginning of dusk. 

'describes the time of day 
Shd states that at the time she Id 

observed a little red dot of light to the west, which she describes as appearing to be a "Roman Candle" coming east 
parallel to the horizon. One or two seconds later, the dot 
became bigger and started to fall fast. The dot then blew up 
into a fireball and there was an explosion. 
occurred and a second fireball developed. 

A second explosion 
The two fireballs 

to the ground separately and a third explosion occurred which fell 
shook the ground. After the explosions 
smoke which disappeared quickly. vL':rd ""I:, 
explosions as being louder on the f rst and third explosion. 
describes the entire occurrence as lasting about 7 seconds. 

further concerning the dot that she 
stated that there was a colorless haze around 

smoke trail; and that she heard no noise 
when she first observed the dot. 
fireballs as bright red to orange. 

She further describes the 

no airplane or debris, 
-states that she saw 

but believes that the dot appeared larger 
than an airplane warning light. 

television 
possible interview in New 
at his place of 
between this date and 
to on Friday evening. 
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On July 17, 
Mastic, New York. 

1996, she was camping at Smith Point Park, 
She had a tent set up at site 85. 

is located at the southeast corner of the park. This site 
At about 8:00 P.M. she was sitting outside her tent and was looking south out 

at the ocean. At this time she stated she observed a small white 
airplane similar in size to the ones that tow advertisement 
banners. This plane kept circling the park and descended to a 
height of just a few hundred feet over the beach. -was 
fearful that the pilot may have had mechanical problems and was 

for a place to land. The plane did not land nearby and 
could not recall what had happened to it. About fifteen 

to twenty minutes later it began to get dark when 
observed what she described as a flare ascending 
from east to west and outward towards the ocean. 

'b k now whether it ascended from land or from sea. 
described the flare as a slow moving flare with 
trail followed by orange/yellow and a smoke trail. 
claimed that the flare reached a point in the sky w 
appeared to die out and at this time-heard a small 
explosion. -claimed that quite a few seconds went by, 
maybe even a minute, 
was bright red. 

when she saw a huge fireball in the sky that 
As this fireball dropped towards the water a 

second larger explosion was heard before the fireball dropped 
into the ocean. Through a lot of smoke she saw something with 
six or eight windows, 
and then disappear. 

pulsating in the water for a second or two 
At that time she thought it was a U.F.O. 

-claimed that this incident was repor 
Police 911 operator by another camper named 
possibly li 
provided on 

Bayport, New York. No fur 
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Date of Birth, 
Social Security number m residenw . 

Hicksville, New York 11801, telephone number 
was recontacted at Robert Moses Beach, Field n 

Township, New York, to obtain azimuth directions for 
observations on-July 17, 1996, of Trans World Airlines (TWA), 
flight 800, which were reported in previous July 21, 1996, 
interview, with Federal Bureau of Invest' tion (FBI) Special 
Agent's (SA's) HALL AND LATTERNER. 

* 
was taken to the 

location of those observations east o o ert Moses 
number five, and west of the Fire Island lighthouse. 
provided information to Suffolk County Marine Bitieau (SCMB), 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, who took readings using a 
GPS 45 Personal Navigator, and a hand.bearing magnetic compass. 
Also present during the contact were the following individuals: 
FBI, SA's PAUL SHEA, WILLIAM F. LYNCH JR, WILLIAM INZERILLO; New 
York State Police Senior Investigator JOHN CASSINO. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

generated 
flight 800. 

also provided one hand drawn and one computer 
of his observations on July 17, 1996, of TWA, 

In addition, 

h-view, F 

+a* 
provid&d two sketches he made of 

a sus ic'ous looking boat which he last saw heading west from 
about 45 minutes before the crash of TWA flight 

800, w ich occurred to the east. 

Investigation on 
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off shoreline (:” trail of smoke. 
(15 - 300) ,,; Short duration, 

This formation began to “paint” j:: .’ nearly instantaneous 

in bright orange from right to with little to :: 
left (toward shore) several :: no persistence. 

seconds (5 - 10) after 
disappearance of starpoint. i 
For remainder of sequence 
see original hand drawing. 

f 1 
Impression only: 
General location of original 

:u 
flash - Aprox. 300 off 

Aprox. 10” + shoreline. (20 - 300) 
off shoreline 

(5 - 150) 

,:’ Horizon 

Beach 

nhservation point:. 
lert Moses Beach 

Ud 5. 

.:’ 

,::“” \Na te r 
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Detc of trrascrlption 080596 

On July 17, 1996, at dusk, 
was walking down from her campsite hPoinf 

states that she 
at Smit 

sit by the ocean. 
County Park to 

As she approached the sand dunes she witnessed 
a red/orange/silver fireball dropping from the sky. This 
explosion was followed by a white cloud of smoke and a loud noise 
which appeared to be a result of the explosion. At the time, she 

n that this was some type of fireworks 
awoke the next morning and heard of the 

v Investigation on 07/31/96 at Patchogue, New York 

File% 265A-NY-259028 LEAD # TWO0473 

by S/INV. JOHN F. CASSINO (NYSP)/pg Date dictrted 
06 53 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the F 





Bricktown, NJ, 
he identity of 
e interview.- 

thereafter ..ovided the following information: 

witnessed the e lesion in the sk . These crew mates are 
identified as-and- 

At approximately 8:3Opm the evening of July 17,1996 
dvises he was fishing about ten miles southwest of the 

LORAN coordinates 26400-43650.---s looking out 
the southeast window of the hull house and observed the explo ion 
directly in front of him in the sky at about twelve o'clock. 8 described the explosion as a ball of fire, orange and red in 
color, that seemed to flow downward on a angle down into the 
water. This steady stream of fire had some separation to the 
image as it descended to the wa,er. c 

he heard no noises from this explosion at 
stated he never saw any red flares in the sky 

nothing unusual in the sky or water that 

This is the extent of information provided by- 

hwstig8lion on 7/30/96 ti Pt. Pleasant, NJ 
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was dining with approximately 12 other people 
at the WESTHAMPTON BAY YACHT SQUADRON (WBYS) from 
until 8:45 p.m. 

ut 6:lS p.m. 
At approximately 8:35 p.m., &observed 

from the WBYS's deck, where she was dining, a flare appear in the 
Atlantic Ocean over the Barrier Island of Westhampton Beach. 

Fro- 
originated from 

vantage point she thought this flare 

Barrier Island. 
near a strip of vacant land on the 

ointed in the direction of due south 

'b 
from the WBYS d d the flare first appeared off the surf 
along Dune Road and over this vacant parcel of land. 

d pointed out that from her vantage point the parcel of lan 
condominiums on its left and single family houses on its right. 

with 
described the flare as having an orange tip 

a white trail of smoke. 
not a 

"" -1 seconds. 

The flare went straight up and did 
estimated the time in which the flare was in 

the air at five 
6t: l 

then observed a red ball near the flare. The 
red ball continued to grow and then began to fall to the ground. 
At the same time, white smoke appeared. The red ball, when it 
was falling, 
the ocean. 

to break into pieces and then disappeared in 

w 
further described the debris that was falling 

from the sky as It rippings." Accompanying the falling debris was 
black smoke in a "twister formation." 

more distant 
advised that the ball of fire appeared to be 

than the flare. 

said she heard no noise from this occurrence. 

k Investigation on 07/18/96 at Westhampton, New York 

ydel 265A-NY-259028 V I 
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advised that he and his wife, 
standing waterside 

C were 
at the BELLPORT MARINA AND YACHT CLUB and 

sometime after 8:30 p.m., his wife saw something in the sky and 
directed him to look at it. -described a sheet of flames 
approximately fifteen (15) feet wide rectangular in shape which 
kept widening. -believes that some kind of combustible 
fuel was igniting and making the flames widen and become more 
intense. After a couple of seconds the sheets of flames split 
vertically in two and then fell straight down in to the water. 

-did not see any smoke, he did not see any objects and he 
'L did not hear an sounds. 

h 

The flames were reddish-orange and very 
intense. indicated that when he first saw the flames they 
were one t ousand to two thousand (1,000 to 2,000) feet in the 
air about four miles away just off of Smiths Point Park. B 
does not think that what he saw was the TWA Flight 800 plane. He 
believes it was possibly residual from'the plane incident. 

-was not exactly sure of the time but believes it was after 
8:30 p.m. but before 9:00 p.m. 

265A-NY-259028-SUBcc f 
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He said the flame moved vertically and horizontally. The two 
different parts fell to the ocean. The whole event took place in 
about five-six (5-6) seconds. He said he believed the explosion 
was about SmithtoW Point (south southeast of his vantage point). 
Then he realized it was probably further away but still on the 
same relative line. He did not see anything prior to the large 
explosion. ' 5x 97 

~ $$%~i:~:h~::f~ 
gave the same account of events as 

.She stated the time of event -took place at 8:30 
PM-: . She did not witness.anything prior to the large 
explosion. 

: .- 

Ll hestigation on 07/20/96 at Bellport, &y ypqk (telephonic~~y) ..I$;-? 
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Bellport, New York, 
viewed regarding her 

advised that she and her husband, 0 were 
e at the BELLPORT MARINA AND YACHT CLUB, when 

she suddenly saw a wall of flames in the sky over the water just 
off of Smith Point Park.-described the flames as about 
three (3) feet wide and reddish-orange and very brilliant. 

compared it to a roman candle but much larger. She stated 
ere was no sound and no smoke. In addition,- 

indicated that the wall separated horizontally into two parts and 
then dropped straight down into the water. She saw no flames in 
the aftermath on the water. She also described the flames as 
shaped like an exclamation point, 
the bottom. 

wider on top tapering down to 
She did not see any trails of smoke either leading 

to or away from the flames. She stated that from the time she 
first saw the flames until they disappeared into the water 
approximately five (5) seconds had elapsed. -elieves her 
observation took place after 8:30 but before 9:O0. 

-stated that she does not think that what she saw 
was a plane. She believes it may have been some kind of residual 
from the Trans World Airplane (TWA) Flight 800 explosion. 

Tic3 265A-NY-269028~SUB Lc I 
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97 

stated that he was 
on the shoreline facing south when he noticed a large "flame." 
He said the flame moved vertically and horizontally. The two 
different parts fell to the ocean. 
about five-six (5-6) seconds. 

The whole event took place in 
He said he believed the explosion 

was about Smithtown Point (south southeast of his vantage point). 
Then he realized it was probably further away but still on the 
same relative line. He did not see anything prior to the large 
explosion. 

;;;Ii::':,I,; :ifi) 
gave the same account of events as 

She stated the time of event took place at 8:30 
PM - 8:35 PM. She did not witness anything prior to the large 
explosion. 

In\ estlgatlon on 07/20/96 

F,,cs 265A-NY-259028 

at Bellport, Yprk (telephonicauy) 
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Date of Birth, 
helter Island, New York, 

interviewing agents 
vised of the identities of the 

and the purpose of the interview. 
then furnished the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, 
function at the SHELTER ISLAND COUNTEY CLUB. 
other individuals were in the vicini 
which is the highest point on the island. 
to the southwest at dusk, she observed a re 
from the sky which eventually faded into the water. 
estimated the distance to this flame to be fifteen miles. 

id not hear anything nor did she see anythin 
L-l m a.d ;&s;~dy$-;;a; 

l 

L4 nvestigation on 7/29/96 at Shelter Island, New York 

File # 2 &-NY-259028 
S&CbAVID SEBASTIANI, 
SA JOBN D. FETBIEEE (JDF:gmo) Datedictated 7/29/96 \ 

Tbir document Cantrim neither recammadrtioa, not coa~bi~nr of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and in hmnul #II mm. ..-a... 1. . . 


