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INTERVIEW

MR. JONES: This is Rob Jones with the NTSB, and we"re
still investigating the Axel Spirit allision with the Ambrose
Tower. With me is Jim Pritchard, Bill Woody and we are
interviewing Mr. Timothy Murray, who was the Deckhand on the pilot
launch and is an Pilot Apprentice here at the Sandy Hook Pilots.

INTERVIEW OF TIMOTHY MURRAY
BY MR. JONES:
Q. Tim, if you would just give us a quick background and

you do have a license from what 1 understand?

A. I went to Fort Skylar (ph.).
Q.- Okay .
A. I graduated i1n 2002.

Q.- 2002. And how long -- when did you start the apprentice
program here?
A. February.
Q- of?
A. Last year, "06.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: This year.
THE WITNESS: *"07.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: "07.
BY MR. JONES:
Q. February of "07.
A. Sorry.
Q- Okay. And what®"s your normal work routine on the pilot

Free State Reporting, Inc.
(410) 974-0947



o o~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

launch?

A. It depends. Normally like one day decking and one day
steering.

Q.- Okay. And the hours?

A. It depends on, you know, what week. It"s normally 12:00
to 6:00 or 6:00 to 12:00. I"ve been on the 12:00 to 6:00 for a
while.

Q.- Okay. And one week on, one week off?

A. One week on, two weeks off.

Q.- Two weeks off. And during the two weeks off, what do
you do?

A. Ride ships for a week and study for charts for another
week .

Q.- Okay. And you®"re on the midnight to 6:00 deckhand shift
for the launch, the night we"re talking about November 6th (sic)
with regards to the allision?

A. Yes.

Q.- Can you just tell us when you go the call to get up for
that watch at midnight and what you did?

A. I guess 1 turned to like at 11:30 and just did what we
normally do I guess. | mean I don"t know what --

Q. Well, did -- what was the first run out? Was that the
first run out to the ship --

A. I think so.

Q- -- the Axel Spirit?
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A I believe so, yeah.
Q.- It was the first run that night.
A I think so, yeah. 1°"m not real sure.
Q Anything out of the ordinary on that run that you can
think of?

A. No, it was blowing a little bit out of the east, 25
knots or something, the northeast.

Yeah.

So that just makes i1t a little bit more challenging.

Q
A
Q.- Anything you noticed about the vessel?
A No, i1t looked pretty normal.
Q How about anything you noticed about Ambrose Tower?
A No, 1t was pretty busy at that point, you know. 1 think
it was two ships due, a couple, three ships outbound. So it was
like going on the boat, i1t was probably like six foot chops. We
were up and down a lot. 1 really didn"t even look for the tower.

Q. Yeah. How many bags did the Pilot have that day?

A. Just one bag.

Q- Yeah. And what did you do after the Pilot disembarked
to the vessel? What was your next run or what did you do then?

A. When we boarded the pilot on the --

Q.- Yeah, after the, after the pilot you were carrying to
the Axel Spirit, got aboard the Axel Spirit?

A. I went back to the pilot boat New York and picked up
Captain Keenan (ph.) for a cruise ship, the Norwegian Spirit I
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think or something.

Q.- Okay. Can you give me how much time between getting the
Pilot on the Axel Spirit and the Pilot on the Norwegian Spirit?

A. I don*t know, about 10, 15 minutes something like that.
I mean the launch makes pretty good speed but 1t was a big chop
out there. So we weren"t going anywhere too fast.

Q. Okay. Do you remember about where you boarded -- where

the Pilot boarded the Norwegian Spirit?

A. No.
Q- No.
A I didn"t get up like to the wheelhouse or radar or

anything like that.

Q. Yeah.

A. I just went (indiscernible) New York, grabbed Captain
Keenan and jumped back on the launch and went right to the cruise
ship.

Q- Okay. All right.

MR. JONES: Bill.
BY MR. WOODY:
Your job was the deckhand on the launch.

A. Yes.

Q.- Okay. Do you remember any of the waves, where they come
from, swell, waves or swells? How would you characterize them?

A. East, northeast, something like that.

Q. It was the -- that"s east, northeast.
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A. Some general area 1°d say.
Q.- I don"t think 1 have anything further for you except I
always ask a person®s age. Your age please?
A. Twenty-seven.
Q- Twenty-seven.
MR. WOODY: That"s all the question I can think of at
this time.
BY MR. PRITCHARD:
Q. After you woke up, before you went on your first run,
did you go to the bridge at all of the New York?
A. Yes. | normally bring Rob a cup of coffee.
Q.- Okay. Do you remember seeing anything? How long did
you stay up there?
A. Me? How long did 1 stay up there?
Q. Yeah, up on the bridge?
A. I couldn®t really tell you. 1 wouldn®t want to lie to
you. | mean --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No, that wouldn®t be good.

THE WITNESS: 1 wouldn®"t want to like just give you some

arbitrary time when 1" m not really sure of it but I normally spend

a good part of my time up there on a normal night, just trying to
learn because i1t"1l be a little while before I get up to the
wheelhouse, and so | just get a general i1dea of how the things
operate up there.

MR. PRITCHARD: Thank you.
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MR. JONES: All right. We"re going to conclude the

interview, Tim.

Thank you.

THE WITNESS: You"re welcome.

(Whereupon, the interview in the above-entitled matter

was concluded.)
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