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I N T E R V I E W 

  MR. JONES:  Okay.  This is Rob Jones.  It's the 7th of 

November.  I'm the lead investigator for the NTSB and this is with 

regard to the accident involving the Axel Spirit and the allision 

with the Ambrose Light Tower.   

  We're at the Sandy Hook Pilot Office today.  We're 

interviewing the mate from the pilot boat, New York, and his name 

is Rob --  

  MR. DOBROWOLSKI:  Dobrowolski. 

  MR. JONES:  Thank you for that.  And with me is James 

PRITCHARD from the U.S. Coast Guard and Bill Woody from the NTSB. 

Also sitting in on the interview is Captain Dennis Wheeler from 

the Sandy Hook Pilots Association and --  

  MR. LASQUADRO:  William Losquadro (ph.) from Hill, 

Rifkins and Hayden.  

  MR. JONES:  Okay.  Representing the mate.   

INTERVIEW OF ROB DOBROWOLSKI 

  BY MR. JONES:   

 Q. All right.  Should I call you Rob?  Is that fine? 

 A. That's fine.  That's absolutely fine. 

 Q. Okay.  Rob, can you just give us a little background as 

to your duties on board the vessel, just real quick background of 

that, and then the night in question, when you, when you started 

the watch, and what your duties were then and, and what you might 

or might not have observed. 
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 A. Okay.   

 Q. Thanks.   

 A. Okay.  I was the mate on the pilot boat, Ice, standing 

six-hour watches, rotating with the Captain.  My watches include 

midnight to 6:00 and noon until 1800.  As a mate on watch, I'm in 

charge of the pilot boat, the wheelhouse.  That means positioning 

the pilot boat in the right location for boarding and disembarking 

pilots and make sure we've got the proper pilot on the proper 

ship, and also communicating with the inbound and outbound 

vessels.  I usually spend one week on a pilot station and we have 

a three week rotation.   

 Q. Okay.  One week on? 

 A. One week on, two weeks off. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. My two weeks off I'm responsible to ride ships with 

different pilots and study for my examination. 

 Q. Okay.  If you could take us what time you started that 

watch that night, and then what you observed or heard that night 

with regard to the Axel Spirit and its approach to the, to the 

tower. 

 A. Okay.  I started my watch at midnight.  I relieved 

Captain Kelignarro (ph.).  He was standing 1800 to 2400 watch.  It 

was pretty much standard handing over the watch.  He told me the 

weather conditions.  He notified me about inbound traffic, what to 

expect.  That particular night, we had pretty rough weather 
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conditions. 

 Q. What were they? 

 A. Northeasterly wind, 25 to 30 knots, with easterly swell 

about 6 feet.  I mean that's when Hurricane Noel was passing by.  

So it was a pretty rough night.  Visibility was still pretty good, 

about 12 nautical miles.  I still remember seeing the Verrazano 

Bridge when I was assuming the watch, which is 12 miles away.  

Captain Kelignarro told me about inbound traffic and he told me he 

spoke to Axel Spirit before I assumed watch.  He advised the ship 

about the 0200 boarding time and he requested the ship to rig a 

portside ladder, which is a standard northeasterly wind. 

 Q. Where was the ship at the time? 

 A. At that time, the ship was still at anchor, and we told 

the ship to be at pilot station approximately one mile west of the 

Ambrose Light Tower at 0200.  And we also requested the ship to 

give us a call when they start heaving up the anchor.  And when 

the ship start heaving up the anchor, I receive the call on 

Channel 08 and I received another call on Channel 08 when the 

vessel got underway.  As far as I remember, that was around 0040 

when I got a call the vessel got under way.  I don't exactly 

remember what time it got underway, but that's the most 

approximate time I can come up with.  When the vessel got 

underway, I advised them about second inbound vessel due at the 

station at the same time.  The name of the vessel was Norwegian 

Spirit, a cruise ship approaching the pilot station from the east. 
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 So Axel Spirit was aware of another inbound vessel, and as far as 

I remember, around -- after 1:00, maybe 1:15, I saw the vessel 

approaching the pilot station from northeast from the anchorage 

and I asked the vessel if they're going to pass north or south of 

the Ambrose Light Tower.  Axel Spirit responded that it choose to 

pass south, that's as far as I remember them approaching the pilot 

station.  And I also advised Axel Spirit to notify the second 

inbound vessel about their choice to pass south of the tower.   

 Q. Okay.  After that? 

 A. After that, I positioned the pilot boat, I'm guessing at 

that time 1.3 miles west of the Ambrose Light Tower, so I can 

board -- send the launch from that position to board the vessel. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. I remember visually seeing the range lights on the 

vessel when they were approaching the tower.  I don't remember 

seeing the port and starboard lights.  I just remember the range 

lights.  At the same time, I had four outbound vessels I spoke to 

and based on the speed of the inbound ships, I assumed for the 

boarding position, I'll assume boarding first before I'll be 

disembarking pilots.  I did not tell either ship who's going to be 

number one.  Axel Spirit was approaching the station ahead of 

Norwegian Spirit.  So Axel Spirit was number one to be in the 

pilot station.   

 Q. Anything else, or would you like me to start asking 

questions? 
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 A. That's all I remember.  I mean I remember them 

approaching the tower at a pretty slow speed.  I just remember 

checking the AIS signal on the vessel.  They were in a 

southeasterly heading, maybe 1.5 miles away from the tower at a 

speed of 4.3 knots.   

 Q. Okay.  Did --  

  MR. WOODY:  I was wondering, could you just go to the 

time when the pilot got on board the ship, maybe that would be a 

normal place to stop. 

  MR. JONES:  Yeah. 

  BY MR. JONES:   

 Q. When the pilot left your vessel and headed for the Axel 

Spirit, what, what between the last thing you said which was the 

four outbound vessels and contacting them, to disembarking the 

pilot that was going to go to the Axel Spirit, you know, what did 

you -- did you watch them go, were you checking them on radar? Did 

you notice the position of the Axel Spirit after that? 

 A. On a pilot station, on a pilot boat, we have two radars. 

I had one radar on a 12-mile scale.  The second one was on a six-

mile scale.  The inbound traffic was much closer.  So I was 

observing the inbound traffic on the six-mile scale, and I was 

keeping track of the outbound ships as well.  And when the Axel 

Spirit was approaching the tower, I was already in my boarding 

position facing westerly direction away from the ship.  I had to 

keep the seas and swell on my stern especially to bring the launch 
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along side.   

 Q. Okay.   

 A. But I constantly was watching the vessel approach the 

tower on the radar. 

 Q. So the last time you visually saw the Axel Spirit was -- 

don't let me say anything, but 1.3 miles about you said visually? 

 A. Visually I was constantly looking over my shoulder, but 

I remember, specifically remember them approaching the tower.  Me, 

at that time, I look at the radar, and they were like 1.3 miles 

away from the tower.  Then I remember them in close proximity of 

the tower but --  

  MR. WOODY:  Close proximity. 

  BY MR. JONES:   

 Q. Yeah. 

 A. -- then I just remember they were approaching.  I had to 

get about, you know, launch on time.  I had to say to the vessel, 

I just want to make sure what the position of the ship is at the 

particular time. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. I want to make sure that the vessel is well past the 

tower before I send the launch with the pilot especially in the 

rough seas.   

 Q. Specifically talking about the Axel Spirit? 

 A. No, any ships.  I just want to make sure they're way 

past the tower, you know, before I send the launch. 
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 Q. So did you, did you notice the Axel Spirit continuing to 

close with the tower, or when was the next time you noticed the 

Axel Spirit either visually or on the radar with regards to 

Ambrose? 

 A. I will say constantly I was watching them on the radar, 

nothing extraordinary.  They are rounding up very slowly around 

the tower.  And once in a while, I'll just look over my shoulder 

to see the vessel, just the range lights, but just like I said, I 

didn't have constant visual contact with the vessel because I was 

facing the westerly direction.  I'm trying to keep the seas on my 

stern. 

 Q. Okay.  Did you see -- at some point, the two targets, 

Ambrose, stationary, and Axel Spirit, closing and moving, are 

going to continue to get closer and closer.  When did they start 

to open or when did the -- when did you first notice the Axel 

Spirit now coming away from the tower and getting closer to your 

position and where the pilot was going to embark? 

 A. To be honest, I saw it approaching the tower, but I 

never -- as far as -- I never seen to make it as one target.  I 

saw them slowing approaching the tower.  I mean to be honest, the 

radar, I think are not really that accurate to indicate if there 

was actually collision between the tower and the ship.   

 Q. Did you ever see the images come together or --  

 A. No. 

 Q. -- you just remember it --  
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 A. I just remember it closing in and then opening. 

 Q. Okay.  All right.   

 A. I knew it was pretty close but I never thought that 

there was a contact between one and the other. 

 Q. Okay.  About that time, how far away was the Norwegian 

Spirit if you can remember? 

 A. As far as I remember, Norwegian Spirit was pretty close. 

 I think when I was boarding it -- at what point?  Was it when I 

was boarding the ship or when the ship was close to the tower? 

 Q. At the time that Axel Spirit was close to the tower, 

about how far away was the Norwegian Spirit? 

 A. That ship was coming pretty fast.  I mean the Norwegian 

Spirit was coming pretty fast in regards to Axel Spirit.  I think 

it was about three miles. 

 Q. Still behind. 

 A. Three, four miles astern of Axel Spirit. 

 Q. Do you remember its speed about? 

 A. The Norwegian Spirit? 

 Q. The Norwegian Spirit. 

 A. I was concentrating on boarding the first ship, but I 

know it was closing pretty fast. 

 Q. Did the Norwegian Spirit go to the south of the tower or 

the north of the tower? 

 A. It went south of the -- Norwegian Spirit went south of 

the tower. 
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 Q. Also. 

 A. It followed the Axel Spirit.  All ships went south of 

the tower.   

 Q. And how did the Norwegian Spirit pass?  Did the 

Norwegian Spirit pass the Axel Spirit either before or after the 

pilot got aboard? 

 A. Well, they never really did because Axel Spirit 

proceeded the south way.  Axel Spirit took the Sandy Hook Channel. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. And the Norwegian Spirit proceeded up Ambrose Channel. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. So as soon as they put the pilot on board, Axel Spirit, 

the vessel went north of the pilot boat and proceeded to Scotland 

buoy. 

 Q. And you know the difference in time between the pilot 

boarding the Axel Spirit and the pilot boarding the Norwegian 

Spirit? 

 A. As soon as I boarded Axel Spirit, the launch came back 

to the pilot boat and I asked one of the crew members to get a 

boarding pilot for Norwegian Spirit to go.  So it was maybe 10 

minutes, no more than 10 minutes.  It took a while for the launch 

actually to get to the ship because the conditions were pretty 

rough. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. The launch was getting pounded, you know, in the 
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easterly swell. 

 Q. You said before the swell was about six-foot swell.  Was 

there chop out there from that 25-knot wind, that northeasterly 

wind? 

 A. It wasn't -- it was a large swell from the hurricane.  I 

don't think it was wind driven yet. 

 Q. Uh-huh.  Okay.   

 A. Because the wind picked up the next day up to 50 knots 

out of the north.  Then we got really wind driven chop, but at 

that time we just had a large swell. 

 Q. Okay.  And what -- after the pilot got aboard the Axel 

Spirit, anything out of the ordinary after that?  What was the 

next thing that happened in regards to the tower? 

 A. In regards to the tower, I don't recall to be honest.  I 

remember boarding the first ship and when I was boarding -- when 

the launch was on the way to the Axel Spirit, the Axel Spirit, I 

was pretty much concentrating on the Axel Spirit pretty much.  I 

don't remember seeing the tower at that point. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. And then I was concentrating on boarding the second 

ship. 

 Q. Okay.   

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  When the launch got to -- when 

the motorboat got to the Axel Spirit with the pilot, where was the 

ship in relation to the tower? 
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  THE WITNESS:  Well, past the tower.   

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  West of the tower? 

  THE WITNESS:  West of the tower.  Was there any 

inbound -- I'm guessing when we were boarding the ship, they were 

over a mile away from the tower, at least a mile.    

 Q. BY MR. JONES:  After the pilot got aboard the Axel 

Spirit, was -- did you notice the racon on Ambrose? 

 A. I don't remember.  I don't -- like I remember seeing the 

Norwegian Spirit approaching, but at that time it was really 

rough.  I had to do whatever I can to keep the launch alongside 

when I was boarding another ship. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. At the same time, I was stern to the tower. 

 Q. All right.  Not so much right afterwards, but anytime.  

Did the racon -- was the racon working for the rest of your watch, 

for the next four hours?  Do you remember noticing it, that or the 

light or anything about the Ambrose? 

 A. Well, I remember boarding first the ships.  Then I was 

disembarking three ships, came out of Ambrose Channel and when I 

was taking out the pilots of the outbound ships, I actually got a 

chance to have the light on my beam, and then I realized the light 

was out.  I don't remember exactly at what point but while I was 

disembarking ships, I realized that the light was out, and I 

notified VTS at 4:00 when I requested anchorage.  I didn't think 

that it was because of the collision.  I've seen the light going 
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out before on one of the watches. 

 Q. Okay.  But not anything about the racon? 

 A. I don't remember. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. I mean maybe because sometimes out of my own experience 

on the pilot boat, sometimes I see that racon out of position 

because we turning around on the powerboats, sometimes the racon's 

being misplaced.  I was more --  

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Say that again please. 

  THE WITNESS:  Sometimes like the racon signal from the 

tower is being misplaced on the radar.  You turn around, because 

we're maneuvering the powerboat constantly. 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay.   

  THE WITNESS:  So when I was referring to the tower, I 

was more referring as a visual target or target on the radar. 

  BY MR. JONES:   

 Q. And when you say at around 0400, you noticed the light 

out, was it completely extinguished or was it -- is that a 

revolving light? 

 A. On a usual day, it's a revolving light.  It's 

occulating, but when I realized the light was out, I didn't see 

any light at that point.   

 Q. So at 0400 in the dark, the light was out? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. And it never came back on for the rest of your watch  
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and --  

 A. That's correct.  I didn't realize at 0400.  I realized 

earlier but the first chance I had to notify the Coast Guard was 

at 4:00 when I requested anchorage port. 

 Q. And you've been out on the New York ever since? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. Since that -- since in the last four days now, have you 

noticed the racon? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. So it's working? 

 A. It is but I don't think it's working properly, like the 

signal from Scotland Buoy is much larger, much more defined as 

opposed to the racon from Ambrose Light Tower. 

 Q. Okay.  Scotland's got a racon also? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. Okay.   

  MR. JONES:  That's all I have right now.  Mr. Woody? 

  BY MR. WOODY:    

 Q. The Coast Guard I think had you reporting in a little 

earlier than 4:00.  Was 4:00 an about? 

 A. That was just from my memory.   

 Q. Your memory --  

 A. I just remember disembarking the ships and I remember 

like I had to request an anchorage port, and that was my first 

change to actually talk to VTS. 
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 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. So the first chance I had, I let them know. 

 Q. What channel did you call VTS on? 

 A. I actually call them on a landline.  I call them on the 

phone. 

 Q. On the phone? 

 A. That's correct.  That's our usual routine of requesting 

anchorage. 

 Q. Now when you saw the Axel Spirit, you say you saw the 

range lights because as it approached the tower. 

 A. That's correct.   

 Q. All right.  Could you tell at that time which side he 

was going to pass on?  I mean I know this is before you asked them 

which side, but at that point, did you have any feeling he was 

going to go one way or the other?  

 A. When I asked -- when they were approaching about 1:15, 

that's approximate time as I remember --  

 Q. Of course. 

 A. -- they were approaching ahead of Norwegian Spirit, and 

I -- as far as I remember, I think maybe they were like three, 

four miles away from the tower. 

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. At that point, I saw them pretty much heading towards 

the tower.  That's why I requested -- like I asked the ship, which 

way they going to pass, to the north or to the south of the tower, 
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and there was no -- like the Captain told me he was going to pass 

to the south.  So I saw him, he approaching to the tower from the 

north and passing to the south, he will be cutting ahead of the 

Norwegian Spirit.  So I let him know, to notify the second ship of 

his intentions. 

 Q. Okay.  And did you hear him notify the passenger ship? 

 A. Yes, I did. 

 Q. And did you hear the passenger ship receive the message 

and was there any discussion between the two ships? 

 A. Yes.  I remember Axel Spirit talking to Norwegian 

Spirit.  The reason was, I remember Axel Spirit told Norwegian 

Spirit, we going to pass to the south of the tower and the 

response from the cruise ship was, well, keep it under 

consideration. 

 Q. All right.   

 A. And I remember, I think they said it twice or three 

times.  I just remember taking the consideration was kind of an 

unusual response. 

 Q. And you used the word consideration --  

 A. I think that's what it was as far as I remember. 

 Q. Okay.  And when did the Norwegian Spirit appear to slow 

down as it approached the tower?  Do you remember talking to the 

Norwegian Spirit? 

 A. Norwegian Spirit, the cruise ship. 

 Q. The cruise ship, yes. 
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 A. I remember them approaching the tower.  I remember I 

told them a 2:00 boarding and when they really slowed down, I 

really don't recall. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. But when I send the launch, I check the AIS signal.  I 

think they were making about eight or nine knots.  So it was a 

safe speed for boarding --  

 Q. And did --  

 A. -- and they --  

 Q. Please. 

 A. And they seemed to be like -- the vessel looked right to 

be boarded. 

 Q. Okay.  And going back to the communication between the 

two ships, just that one exchange of communications, the Axel 

Spirit they're going to go south, the passenger vessel coming back 

and saying we'll keep it under consideration or something like 

that. 

 A. Between the two ships? 

 Q. Yes. 

 A. As far as I remember, yes. 

 Q. And what channel was this on? 

 A. Channel 08. 

 Q. Channel 8.  Was it clear?  Were the communications 

clear? 

 A. On Channel 08 between the ships? 
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 Q. Yes. 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. You could hear both ships clearly? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. Okay.  Now I was -- something did come to mind.  You 

mentioned that you saw them heading more or less toward the -- the 

Axel Spirit headed toward the tower based on your observation of 

the range lights, and you asked them which side you going to go 

on.  Were you concerned that they were going to be too close to 

the tower or were you concerned about them not maneuvering or what 

was your main concern for asking them the question? 

 A. I saw the approaching the tower.  I saw them getting 

close to the tower, but I knew like judging by the radar --  

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. -- judging by AIS, it's not very accurate. 

 Q. It's not very accurate.  

 A. I don't -- it's not very accurate, like sometimes I saw 

from a distance two ships like pretty making one target on the 

radar --  

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. -- and nothing happened.  So I don't think I was in a 

position -- I felt the ship is going to clear the tower, no 

problem with this.  And he was, he was pretty close but the 

Captain was on the radio very confident. 

 Q. That's what I also wanted to ask.  How did the Captain's 
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voice on Axel Spirit sound?  Did he sound clear, alert? 

 A. Clear and confident. 

 Q. Clear and confident.  Okay.  No sign of fatigue or any 

other --  

 A. I couldn't sense it in the voice.  Personally I 

couldn't.  I just remember asking him to notify the second inbound 

ship, the Norwegian Spirit, and he did it right away. 

 Q. Okay.  In the time he did the notification to the ship, 

do you know about the time?  I'm not sure I got that down, if you 

did give it to us. 

 A. I guess my guess will be around 1:20. 

 Q. Around 1:20.   

 A. When the Axel Spirit was still I'll say about three 

miles like from the tower. 

 Q. Okay.  Now the -- you've given a time of -- you've given 

a 2:00 time, 0200 time for the Axel Spirit to be at the pilot 

zone.  Was this ever a critical time for them to be there?  I mean 

did you want it to be precisely at 2:00 or could they have had 

some leeway as far as arrival time is concerned? 

 A. Well, we pretty much receive the orders from the agents. 

That's when we want to board the ships at 2:00, and we try to 

board them on a pilot station close to the time but in a safe 

manner.   

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. That's why we request ships to make arrangements among 
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themselves, let them figure out who is going to be number one, who 

is going to number two.  We do not want to give them any specific 

details.  If they feel it's uncomfortable, if they want to be five 

minutes later, that's fine with us.  I won't rush the ship to the 

pilot station. 

 Q. And now had the Axel Spirit been early, if they had been 

15 minutes early, would that have caused the pilots any problem? 

 A. If they were 15 minutes early? 

 Q. Yeah, say 15 minutes early as an example. 

 A. No, either way it's fine.   

 Q. Okay. 

 A. The vessel's on arrival and --  

 Q. Okay.   

 A. -- they feel they want to be at the pilot station, that 

will be fine. 

 Q. That would be fine.   

 A. If you realize there's another inbound ship at the same 

time, and show up early, I'm sure I would board the vessel. 

 Q. Okay.  I realize a pilot has to get his equipment 

together, has to get a coat on and be prepared to get off into the 

small pilot boat to get over to the big ship, so I know you kind 

of want to have a time for him to get prepared to go, and I was 

just asking if that was inconvenient to you say if they're 15 

minutes early or something.  How early would it be when it would 

become inconvenient?  Under the conditions that existed that 
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night. 

 A. To be honest, I'm trying to use my best judgment when I 

wake up a pilot. 

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. If -- usually like a standard call is it's 30 minutes. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. And I pretty much give a 30 minute call based on the way 

the ship is approaching, based on traffic, if it's middle of the 

night, some of the pilots want -- I realize some of the pilots 

would like to probably be earlier, but I'm trying to take into 

consideration all the factors pretty much. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. And one of the factors I think is the ship's speed 

factor, indicated on the radar. 

 Q. Did the pilot have any problems getting on board the 

Axel Spirit?  Small boat getting over to the ship and getting 

aboard.  Was there anything unusual? 

 A. After the ship was well cleared -- I send the pilot when 

the ship was well clear of the tower. 

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. I think it was when the launch was approaching the ship, 

my judgment was way past a mile, and there was a still pretty 

heavy surf along the ship's portside when the pilot ladder was 

rigged.  So I received a message from my launch requesting the 

ship to come to starboard to make a better lee. 
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 Q. Okay.  Did you give him a course to come to? 

 A. No.  I just -- I told them that the launch requested 

them to come to starboard. 

 Q. I see.  To create a better lee. 

 A. To create a better lee.  At that time, I knew the ship 

is well cleared the tower and there was nothing outside but it's 

up to the Captain's discretion, how much he wants to come to make 

a better lee. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. I want him to steer his own ship.  I don't want to give 

him particular courses. 

 Q. And was this about 2:00 or before 2:00? 

 A. I think it was before 2:00 as far as I remember.  I 

think we boarded the vessel -- let me check my logbook, I think at 

1:50. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. So I called earlier, so I just want to board the vessel 

on arrival.  I see the pilot -- the ship on pilot station, ready 

to be boarded, rough seas, that's when we board it. 

 Q. Did you receive any kind of report from the pilot once 

he's on board the ship to let you know he's on board and --  

 A. No, I don't. 

 Q. You don't.  Do you receive any information back from the 

pilot that night after he got on board the ship? 

 A. No, I didn't.  As far as I remember, I don't.  I didn't 
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receive any information from the pilot. 

 Q. And you didn't speak to that particular pilot after he 

was launched -- put on board that ship, did you?  Did you go back 

out with the pilot boat? 

 A. Well, I believe there was one outbound vessel, Sandy 

Hook Channel --  

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. -- I wanted him to be aware of that vessel being 

outbound.  I was actually asked by the outbound vessel's pilot to 

pass along to the boarding pilot that he still in route with the 

outbound.   

 Q. Do you recall the name of the ship? 

 A. The outbound vessel? 

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. I think it was Palva. 

 Q. How do you spell that? 

 A. P-a --  

 Q. P-a --  

 A. -- L-v-a.  As far as I remember.  I will have to double-

check my logs. 

 Q. Okay.  B as in bravo, A as in Alpha --  

 A. P, P as Peter. 

 Q. P as in Peter. 

 A. Alpha. 

 Q. P as in Peter, A as in Alpha, L as in Lima, V as in 
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Victor, A as in Alpha. 

 A. That's right.  Palva.  So when the launch was in route 

to the inbound ship --  

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. -- to the Axel Spirit, I advised the pilot about tug 

boats meeting time --  

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. -- and I advised the pilot about the outbound vessel, 

Sandy Hook Channel. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. So there's only communication I pass along to the -- 

that's the communication I remember passing along to the pilot. 

 Q. And the pilot was whereabouts at this time? 

 A. He was in launch. 

 Q. He was in the launch. 

 A. I passed it along to him on Channel 73. 

 Q. On 73.   

 A. As far as I remember. 

 Q. Do -- and that was the last communications you had with 

the pilot.  Did you talk to him or did you talk to --  

 A. I just spoke to the launch operator to pass along to the 

pilot. 

 Q. Okay.  Again back to my original line of questioning, 

did the particular pilot ever come back out to the pilot boat? 

 A. Since? 
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 Q. After like a day or so later? 

 A. I met him I think maybe yesterday. 

 Q. Yesterday. 

 A. His rotation is up.  He came out on an outbound vessel. 

 Q. Did he -- did you have any discussion with him about 

what he observed on the ship or his experience? 

 A. On the ship? 

 Q. Yes, uh-huh. 

 A. I just naturally -- at that time I knew what happened. 

 Q. Everybody would know I guess by that time. 

 A. And I just had a really brief conversation with him on 

the phone --  

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. -- because we have some phones on the pilot boat, and I 

just briefly asked him like -- I think my question was, was he 

aware of what happened --  

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. -- and he just told me he wasn't aware of what happened 

until the following day. 

 Q. He was not aware --  

 A. About the collision between the Axel Spirit and the 

tower until the following day.  That's the only question I had.  I 

think it was the middle of the night.   

 Q. Okay.   

 A. It was another rough night.   
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 Q. What was the name of that particular pilot? 

 A. Captain Sherwood. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. So it was a really brief conversation that I had. 

 Q. All right.  And the Captain that you relieve who had the 

previous watch on the pilot boat, how do you pronounce his name? 

 A. Kelignarro. 

 Q. Kelignarro. 

 A. Also an apprentice. 

 Q. Okay.   

  MR. WOODY:  Okay.  I think that's all I can think about 

at this time. 

  MR. JONES:  Jim.  Go ahead, Jim. 

  BY MR. PRITCHARD:    

 Q. Just a couple of questions.  You've got about a year of 

time over the past three years out on the pilot boat. 

 A. Uh-huh.   

 Q. Based on your experience and watching boats pass 

Ambrose, did you feel that the Axel Spirit was closer to the light 

than most of the other vessels you have seen, the same or farther 

away from the vessel or farther away from the light? 

 A. I can say it was close but based on the radar, I    

don't -- I didn't think it was extraordinary. 

 Q. Okay.  So nothing to give you pause of what you've seen 

in the past from other vessels passing, passing Ambrose. 
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 A. No. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. Like I'll put it this way.  I was really surprised to 

find out the next day what happened.  I mean the way, from my 

perspective, I felt it cleared the tower.   

 Q. Okay.   

 A. Did I think they were close?  Yes, I thought they were 

close but I thought it cleared the tower. 

 Q. So you've seen vessels pass close to Ambrose like that 

before. 

 A. Definitely not this close but I've seen them pretty -- 

being pretty close to the tower. 

 Q. And I know now you know that they passed closer than 

most vessels have passed Ambrose, but that night, not based on 

what you know now, but that night at the time, did you think 

that -- you've seen vessel pass as close as what you felt that 

night? 

 A. Uh-huh.   

 Q. Okay.  Going back to when you saw the range lights, I 

think you said they were three -- the vessel was three to four 

miles to the northeast I guess of the Ambrose Light --  

 A. That's right.  

 Q. -- and you could see the range lights.  When you saw the 

range lights, what was the perspective of Ambrose in relation to 

that vessel?  Do you understand what I'm saying as far as was it 

Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 



 30

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

between your vessel and the range lights?  Was it off to the left, 

off to the right?   

 A. I saw the range lights of the Axel Spirit to the left of 

the tower still were clear of the tower. 

 Q. Was that consistent with where they were coming from 

anchorage? 

 A. That's correct.  They were approaching --  

 Q. Okay.   

 A. -- from northeast. 

 Q. So they were still on that track? 

 A. They were still on southwesterly heading at the time. 

 Q. Okay.  You said you made the launch call back requesting 

you to talk to the Axel Spirit, asking them to give them -- to 

come to starboard to give them a better lee. 

 A. Uh-huh.   

 Q. When you called the Axel Spirit, did you give them any 

other direction besides altering course to starboard, say 

increasing speed, decreasing speed? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Okay.  Do you remember seeing a speed increase of the 

vessel?  And I know it's a lot to remember.  We're three days out 

from this point or four days I guess. 

 A. I don't remember. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. But from my own experience, usually when, when the ship 
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is going too slow, it's almost impossible to board.  So I just 

assumed they were going the right speed before. 

 Q. Okay.  Now you said you had two vessels due at 2:00 for 

pilots as time coming in.   

 A. Uh-huh.   

 Q. One going up the AK, one coming in the Ambrose Channel. 

Is it, is it typical to stack vessels for similar pilot times like 

that as far as you have one right after the other with the same 

pilot time? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. Okay.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  We don't stack them, no.   

  THE WITNESS:  That's agents.   

  BY MR. PRITCHARD:    

 Q. Based on agents. 

 A. Yeah. 

  CAPT. WHEELER:  We do what the agents call in. 

  THE WITNESS:  I don't know if I explain it right.  

That's correct.  We just -- the agents requesting for the ships to 

be on pilot station before that 3:00. 

  BY MR. PRITCHARD:    

 Q. Okay.  So it's common for the agents to request a 

certain pilot time, and you might have a stack of vessels for that 

particular pilot time? 

 A. I might have a couple vessels to the pilot station at 
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the same time. 

 Q. So --  

  CAPT. WHEELER:  (Indiscernible), you know, according to 

lineman or tide sometimes.   

  MR. PRITCHARD:  Okay.   

  BY MR. PRITCHARD:    

 Q. So if it's a tide vessel, is that, is that part of the 

information that gets passed to the pilot boat? 

 A. If the vessel can go only in a certain tide? 

 Q. Correct.  Yeah. 

 A. That's correct.  We have our guidelines.  That's part of 

our watch, just to make sure the vessel is starting on a proper 

tide. 

 Q. Okay.  Do you remember if the Axel Spirit was a tide 

dependent vessel? 

  CAPT. WHEELER:  I don't believe it was. 

  THE WITNESS:  I think it was.  It was 34 feet deep.  I 

remember that.  She was a tide vessel but it wasn't really time 

privy.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  It was a large envelope where it could 

slide in. 

  MR. PRITCHARD:  Okay.   

  BY MR. PRITCHARD:    

 Q. So when you have multiple pilot times or multiple 

vessels for a very similar pilot time, and one is -- one has some 
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tide -- one is a tide vessel, granted, it might have a large -- a 

larger window as far as the tide range, does that alter how you 

adjust and how you, how you alter when you're putting a pilot to 

which vessel?  So if you had two vessels coming in --  

 A. Uh-huh.   

 Q. -- one has -- one's a tide boat, does that change which 

one's going to get the pilot?  Is that something that you would 

make that consideration based on the experience you have in the 

past three years of being out there?  

 A. I would never tell the vessel who's supposed to be 

number one, who's supposed to be number two.  I'm afraid this go 

like -- a lot of captains don't speak English well.  I'm afraid 

that could really confuse them. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. So I will just -- if the ship is coming pretty close, 

not to catching a tide, I will just notify the boarding pilot. 

 Q. Okay.  So -- but based on -- and I understand that you 

don't want to give direction to the vessels that are coming in and 

taking the responsibility.  I understand that but based on -- you 

do control when you launch your pilots from the pilot boat.  You 

put them out on the launch on the vessels. 

 A. Uh-huh.   

 Q. Does that go into consideration where you send your 

launch?  If they're very similar times to the pilot station, does 

that -- do you alter which vessel you send your launch to based 

Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 



 34

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

on, on -- if a boat has a tide time? 

 A. Pretty much we try to board the vessels on arrival.  If 

the agent set up properly, and the ship is going to be there on 

time, I never tell one ship or the other, if one has a tide job 

and the other.  

  CAPT. WHEELER:  They board the ship closest to the pilot 

boat, whether it be a tide job or not. 

  MR. PRITCHARD:  Okay.   

  BY MR. PRITCHARD:    

 Q. All right.  So the window there, you said there's, 

there's a buffer window.  Is, is that a set comfort factor as far 

as you can go, a half an hour to either side of their pilot time, 

15 minutes, not to say that there's something set in stone, but as 

far as experience-wise, that I know I have this much of a buffer 

before I need to make -- possibly make other considerations with 

the vessels that are inbound? 

  CAPT. WHEELER:  He has nothing to do with that.  It's 

basically the pilot. 

  THE WITNESS:  Yes. 

  CAPT. WHEELER:  The pilot will board the ship and then 

sometimes the envelope is three hours on either side of high 

water. 

  MR. PRITCHARD:  Okay.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  It's not like a critical factor that 

we've got to be at this particular spot at 0215, otherwise we miss 
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the tide.  It's according to the draft.  If it's 34 feet, it's got 

a big window.   

  MR. PRITCHARD:  Okay.   

  BY MR. PRITCHARD:    

 Q. Was there anybody else up on the bridge with you at this 

time? 

 A. That particular time? 

 Q. As you were making arrangements for the Axel Spirit's 

pilot time? 

 A. My radio, one of the deckhands might have been at the 

wheelhouse briefly, just to update the board and everything, but 

all the communications, I was pretty much myself at the 

wheelhouse. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. Nobody was there for an extended period of time. 

 Q. Okay.  Is that pretty normal that you're the only one on 

the bridge while you're on watch and people come and go or is 

there normally somebody else up there or is it typically just the 

one, the one individual? 

 A. It's all pretty much depending the schedule.  I mean 

person can become available.  If I feel short, I can always 

request additional personnel at the wheelhouse to help me out.   

 Q. Okay.  So you have people that are awake and available 

if you need assistance up on the bridge? 

 A. If I need assistance on the bridge, I can get some help 
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either from one of the crews awake or we have a PA system.  I can 

always have somebody within couple of minutes, like somebody can 

come up to the wheelhouse.  

 Q. Okay.  So is there somebody up at the same time besides, 

besides you?  Because I know from being out there, that the pilots 

are sometimes as they're awaiting, awaiting ships or resting down 

below in their area.  So are you the only one up and awake at that 

time or is there -- just the watch schedule for the boat I guess, 

who's up and around? 

 A. On the particular watch was me at the wheelhouse.  I 

have one motorboat operator operating the motorboat, and I had a 

deckhand that helps the pilot to disembark and board ships on the 

pilot ladder.  He will also make the wake up calls. 

 Q. Okay.  So there's one other -- at least one other 

individual up with you at all times? 

 A. That's correct.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  At least two. 

  THE WITNESS:  At least two, operator and launch. 

  CAPT. WHEELER:  Right.   

  BY MR. PRITCHARD:    

 Q. One driving the launch --  

 A. Right. 

 Q. -- and one additional crew.  So when the launch is away, 

there's two people up and about on the pilot boat? 

 A. That's correct.   
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 Q. All right.   

 A. At least, and that particular day, there was pretty 

rough storm.  I advise one of the crew members when she went to 

bed, I told her she might be woken up. 

 Q. Okay.  And just so I can understand the logistics of 

what -- it's been a while since I've been on a pilot boat, you 

said you have a conversation on 73, you had a conversation on 

Channel 8.  So you have -- was that the same radio, different 

radios? 

 A. Two different radios.   

 Q. Okay.  And you also talked to three vessels outbound to 

make arrangement for disembarkation.  Is that all on -- is that on 

Channel 8 or is the talking to the other pilots on 73 or is it on 

an alternate -- another frequency also? 

 A. Between the pilot boat and other ships, we usually use 

Channel 08. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. Our in-house channel is 73.  That's the channel I spoke 

to outbound vessels. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. We also monitor -- we have couple more other, other VHF 

radios at the wheelhouse.  So we also stand by Channel 16, that's 

(indiscernible).  We also have Channel 13 available and 14.  So 

it's five different radios. 

 Q. Okay.  So you have five radios going at all times.  So 
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do you remember, because I know you said you were making 

arrangements for other vessels outbound, so when you said that the 

Axel Spirit was close, close to the light and then you were 

altering your course to get in a position to launch your, your 

boat, so you started easing away to get in a similar course so you 

can safely launch your -- the launch.  Do you remember what your 

radio traffic was?  Was it similar to what you normally have?  Was 

there more radio traffic at that point? 

 A. I think when they're approaching the tower, I pretty 

much spoke to all the outbound vessels.  I advised them of the 

boarding first.  So when they were like close to the tower, I 

don't think I spoke another time as far as I remember. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. And I just remember 08 traffic between myself and Axel 

Spirit and Axel Spirit talking to Norwegian Spirit. 

 Q. Okay.  And just one last question.  In relationship to 

when you altered your course and the last time you looked at the 

Axel Spirit, when you said the crewman came up, he had a quick -- 

he came up onto the bridge, conversation, radio, whatever, do you 

remember in relationship, was that before the Axel Spirit came 

around the Ambrose or before he came on Ambrose or after he passed 

Ambrose? 

 A. I think Axel Spirit was still approaching the Ambrose 

when I was already situating the boarding position facing west. 

 Q. Okay.  Now the crewman that came up onto the bridge and 
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spoke with you, was that -- do you remember, were you on, on your 

course to launch at that point? 

 A. To be honest, I don't remember seeing a crew member at 

the wheelhouse at that time. 

 Q. Okay.  All right.  Thank you.   

  MR. JONES:  Just a couple of follow ups.  Rob -- this is 

Rob Jones. 

  BY MR. JONES:   

 Q. You said five channels, 16, 13, 14, 8 and 73.  Is that 

correct?   

 A. That's correct.  But 8 and 73 are most used frequencies. 

So that we have them really close to our desk --  

 Q. Okay.   

 A. -- when we keep track of all the paperwork. 

 Q. Okay.  Do you remember which side the launch -- I know 

you said the portside boarding ladder. 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. Did it come around from the north side and up.  So it 

came -- did it come down the starboard side of the Axel Spirit, do 

you know?  Could you see?  And then up the lee side. 

 A. I remember when I was handling, when I was handling the 

pilot, putting the pilot in the launch, I had to launch on my 

portside.  So launch (indiscernible) my stern and went to the 

portside of Axel Spirit. 

 Q. Okay.   
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 A. Was heading to northeasterly heading and I think it was 

like alongside a little bit waiting for the lee.  It didn't have 

any lee.  It was impossible for them to board, and I think then 

they requested to come to ship, they come to starboard. 

 Q. So if I get that description right, they just always 

stay to the south of the Axel Spirit? 

 A. That's correct.  Always to the south. 

 Q. Okay.  When the pilot was boarding the Axel Spirit, at 

about a mile away, you said you were still inshore of the Axel 

Spirit? 

 A. I was on the New Jersey side, that's correct. 

 Q. Okay.  You said when you asked for the lee, you talked 

to the Captain of the Axel Spirit? 

 A. I assume it was the Captain. 

 Q. Okay.  Let's go back to when you originally were talking 

to the Captain, and he confirmed that he was going to go south. 

 A. Uh-huh.   

 Q. And you had let us know or you told us he sounded clear, 

confident.  Could you recognize an accent?  Did he have an accent? 

 A. I think he had an accent. 

 Q. Could you offhand --  

 A. I don't know.  It sounded Scandinavian.  I don't know if 

I was right. 

 Q. Close enough.  All right.   

  MR. WOODY:  Is he correct? 
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  MR. JONES:  Scandinavian, close enough.  I don't want to 

put words in his mouth.   

  BY MR. JONES:   

 Q. All right.  So that's a pretty good recollection.   

 A. Uh-huh.   

 Q. Pretty good identification.  When you asked for the lee, 

how did the, how did the voice sound that you were talking to 

then?  Did you notice a difference, any difference? 

 A. I, I don't remember to be honest. 

 Q. Could you identify if it was made by the same voice but 

no difference in the voice?  Take --  

 A. Honestly I don't remember. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. I just remember that. 

 Q. Okay.  All right.  It was just a command that was 

followed.  Okay.  Your -- you had the zip to 6:00 watch, the six 

hours. 

 A. Uh-huh.   

 Q. 12:00 to 6:00 and midnight to 6:00.  So if I'm correct, 

the day before, during the afternoon, that's when the Axel Spirit 

first arrived or approached? 

 A. That's correct.   

 Q. All right.  And they were given orders to go to anchor? 

 A. That's correct.   

 Q. Do you remember that exchange?  Did they call you and 
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announce to you their arrival and did you tell them they were to 

go to anchor? 

 A. To be honest, I knew they were anchoring on my watch.  I 

don't remember specifically talking to the vessel.  We had another 

vessel, the day before, I don't specifically remember talking to 

the vessel. 

 Q. Okay.  Would that be normal that the pilot boat tells 

the vessel, you know, whether berthing's delayed or, you know, 

you're to go to anchor and you advise them where a good place or 

where areas are to anchor and the pilot picks his own -- I mean 

the Captain picks his own but you give him an area to anchor in? 

 A. Usually when -- first time I hear from the ship, I take 

a look at our order list.  The particular time, I realize a ship 

is not there until the next day, 0200 in the morning.  So usually 

we ask them if they want us to stay offshore and drift or they 

choose to anchor in the channel, anchorage northeast of the 

Ambrose Light Tower.  And usually I'll say about 50 percent remain 

on watch, like standby and he ask the Captain and whatever they 

decided to do, like Eagle ships I think most often they stay 

offshore, just drift and if they tell me they choose to anchor, I 

just advise them there's an anchorage area between two nautical 

miles and five nautical miles northeast of the Ambrose Light 

Tower.  I do not tell them specifically where they should anchor. 

It's their own decision. 

 Q. Is that designated on a chart anywhere? 
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 A. It's looks like just a safe anchorage area. 

  CAPT. WHEELER:  It's not a federal anchorage. 

  MR. JONES:  Okay.  But it's just -- because it looks 

like a lot of cables down there.    

  CAPT. WHEELER:  Yeah, and none of those have been hit.  

When they call the pilot boat a lot of times, it's an anchorage 

over by Scotland Buoy if you look. 

  THE WITNESS:  Right here as well.  Here ships anchor. 

  CAPT. WHEELER:  And very rarely you'll see a ship anchor 

there.  There's actually an anchorage in between the channels --  

  MR. JONES:  Okay.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  -- which is inshore of us and I haven't 

seen a ship anchor there in probably 25 years, and which is a good 

thing, because they used to when I was an apprentice, and they'd 

anchor back there and have to come out, we'd chase them. We'd 

chase them in and try to get a pilot on them. 

  MR. JONES:  Okay.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  But northeast of Ambrose, it's -- for 20 

years they've been using it and it's out of the traffic lanes. If 

you look at the traffic lanes where they come in --  

  MR. JONES:  Right. 

  CAPT. WHEELER:  -- and, you know, there's plenty of area 

right there, and we don't recommend it but we say most ships 

anchor northeast. 

  THE WITNESS:  That's where most ships, like I say --   
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  MR. JONES:  Okay.   

  THE WITNESS:  -- anchorage between two nautical miles 

and five nautical miles northeast of Ambrose Light Tower. 

  BY MR. JONES:   

 Q. That's the extent of the direction that you would be 

willing to give them if they had to go to anchor? 

 A. It's up to the Captain's discretion --  

 Q. Right. 

 A. -- pretty much but --  

 Q. You just give them a general advisory in that area? 

 A. That's right.   

 Q. And let them anchor.   

 A. Well, I mean --  

 Q. Like you let them approach they way they approach 

Ambrose. 

 A. Yes, it's up to the Captain's discretion.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  We have a lot of ships that go, you 

know, regularly call us, and if they arrive 24 hours, sometimes 

there's ships anchored out there for 2 days --  

  MR. JONES:  Okay.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  -- waiting for inspection or waiting 

for, you know, something in a berth, but most of the regulars just 

go up there and call the pilot boat and say, hey, we're going up 

north of the line and drop the hook. 

  BY MR. JONES:   
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 Q. Well, you're on watch on the vessel, on the pilot boat, 

have you ever in your time there called to a vessel and notified 

them that it looks like you're getting too close to the tower?  

Have you ever had to do that? 

 A. Like any other vessel in the past? 

 Q. Yeah, just in past experience.  Have you ever thought it 

prudent or if somebody was coming too close, pick up the radio and 

gave them a call and said what are you doing or it looks like 

you're getting too close.   

 A. I think it was -- I don't recall like anybody getting 

very close to the tower.  Usually we're like the distance of two 

nautical miles. So it's all kind of -- we look from a distance for 

vessels approaching the tower.  I specifically don't remember 

advising about the tower.  I just -- I'm more concerned pretty 

much about like the dynamics of all the vessels coming in to the 

anchor area.  I'm more about like staying -- the vessels staying 

away from each other.  I'll advise them of the name of the vessel 

coming up.  I don't specifically remember about -- 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. -- advising them about the tower location.   

 Q. Do you remember which lane the Norwegian Spirit was 

coming from? 

 A. She was coming from the east. 

 Q. Coming from the east.   

  MR. WOODY:  Just a couple of things. 
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  BY MR. WOODY:    

 Q. You mentioned that the channels you use the most is 8 

and 73.  Are these recorded anywhere?  Is there any recording of 

these channels? 

 A. Captain Wheeler? 

  CAPT. WHEELER:  No.  Unless the Coast Guard, Channel 8 

which I doubt.  We don't record our own house channel. 

  MR. WOODY:  Okay.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  Anybody could click over and listen in. 

It's not a secure channel. 

  MR. WOODY:  Right. 

  BY MR. WOODY:    

 Q. Now when you talked to the ship, our impression was they 

were going to go straight in until they got the area of the pilot 

station in their communication with the pilots, and then they were 

told to go to anchorage.  And I gathered here from the 

conversation, that usually it's the agent who makes the decision 

what's going to happen to the ship and you may relay the agent's 

desires or instructions.  Do you recall getting any agent 

instructions on the Axel Spirit that they should go to anchor and 

wait rather than go straight in? 

 A. The only instruction I had on my handle was to board the 

vessel at 2:00 in the morning, the vessel's approximate draft and 

when it's going to proceed. 

 Q. Okay.  Now was that, was that -- now certainly when you 
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went on watch at midnight, that was your understanding.  Your 

afternoon watch, prior to that, what was -- did you have an 

understanding that was different because they probably would have 

gone to anchor sometime in the afternoon?  I'm just guessing. 

 A. I remember they -- to be honest, I just remember they 

anchor northeast of the tower.  I don't exactly remember what 

orders I had on the particular vessel. 

 Q. Uh-huh.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  Sometimes when the agent will call in 

the order, the agent will say the Axel Spirit will show up at 1300 

in the afternoon.   

  MR. WOODY:  Uh-huh.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  She is to anchor at Ambrose for a 

starting time of 0200 on the 5th or whatever. 

  MR. WOODY:  Okay.   

  CAPT. WHEELER:  A lot of times the ships that show up 

early already have telexes or have instructions from their agent 

to anchor at Ambrose for a starting time of so and so.  

  BY MR. WOODY:    

 Q. If I could just get a little bit about the accident 

itself.  I didn't want to bring it up earlier.  But did you go 

over and were you part of the observation of the tower, to 

ascertain the damage?  Did you go over to the tower and look at it 

and --  

 A. I came up on watch the following day at noontime and I 
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was told by the Captain that there was a report from the agent 

that Axel Spirit might have hit the tower.  At that time I think 

Captain Miller requested us to go take a look at the tower. 

 Q. This is during your afternoon watch? 

 A. So I went to observe the tower to see if -- that was 

around noontime. 

 Q. Noontime.  And you said this would be the 4th of 

November or --  

 A. That was Saturday I believe, right?  

 Q. It would have been Saturday that you looked at the 

tower. 

 A. I know the collision happened at 2:00 in the morning and 

the same day, around noontime --  

 Q. The 3rd. 

 A. -- they requested to go and observe the tower by VTS and 

Captain Miller.  We got their permission. 

 Q. And what did you observe? 

 A. We observed the structure damage to the tower. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. There was no doubt in my mind that the tower was hit. 

 Q. And then you called the Coast Guard I presume and 

informed them? 

 A. Captain of the pilot boat stayed up. 

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. He was with me.  That was when we were (indiscernible) 
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and (indiscernible) was an unusual event.  So we both stayed at 

the wheelhouse, to go and observe the tower and I think himself 

called the Coast Guard, VTS, and he told them about the damage to 

the tower. 

 Q. Here's another hard question.  If there were a 

requirement that vessels had to stay a mile away from the tower, 

would that cause problem like to congestion or confusion or cause 

other vessels to pass closer?  Would there be any problems with 

that? 

 A. One mile away from the tower? 

 Q. That's right.   

 A. With the shape we have the pilot station right now? 

 Q. Uh-huh.   

 A. It's a tough question.  I think that will definitely 

change the whole dynamics of the pilot station but the tower 

definitely wouldn't get damaged, right?  So --  

 Q. If they observed -- often we have unexpected results.  

So that's why I was asking you. 

 A. To be honest, like on a daily basis, these ships getting 

within like two, three cables of the tower. 

 Q. Two or three cables is not unusual? 

 A. Yes.  Like the following day, I remember one ship was 

approaching the tower and that's when it was already security was 

unestablished --  

 Q. Right. 
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 A. -- and I advised the Captain, the tower has been 

damaged, that that distance to the tower might be changed, and 

they still go within like four cables of the tower.   

 Q. And you're -- just for the record, a cable is how long? 

 A. Excuse me. 

 Q. The cable is how long? 

 A. .1 nautical mile. 

 Q. Okay.  Thank you, sir.   

  MR. WOODY:  That's all I have.  

  BY MR. PRITCHARD:    

 Q. Do you remember what time -- last question.  Do you 

remember what time you got over by the tower?  I know you came up 

on watch at noon.  Just a rough time.  Was it a half hour after 

you got up there, 15 minutes, 45 minutes? 

 A. To be honest, I was sort of disbelief that the tower was 

actually hit.  I remember I woke up from my watch at regular time, 

and I think as soon as I assume the watch, we start heading 

towards the tower to inspect -- for inspection.  I assume it was 

around 1:00 maybe and then report to VTS. 

  MR. PRITCHARD:  All right.  Thanks.   

  MR. JONES:  That will end the interview. 

  (Whereupon, the interview in the above-entitled matter 

was concluded.) 
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