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I N T E R V I E W 

(11:15 a.m.)   

  MR. LARUE:  Okay.  Good morning.  It is Monday, 

February 12th.  It is 11:15.  We're here at the Coast Guard 

Marine Safety Unit in Baton Rouge.  My name is Liam LaRue from 

NTSB.  We'll go around and introduce ourselves for the tape.  

To my right. 

  MR. WITTE:  Bill Witte, NTSB. 

  PETTY OFFICER HUGHES:  Petty Officer Robert Hughes, 

U.S. Coast Guard. 

  CHIEF BALL:  Chief Ray Ball of United States Coast 

Guard. 

  MR. FLOCK:  And David Flock at (indiscernible) here 

on behalf of the Captain. 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  Gawain Schouest of Crescent 

Towing. 

  MR. LARUE:  Could you spell your name for the record, 

please? 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  Yes, sir.  G-A-W-A-I-N   

S-C-H-O-U-E-S-T. 

  MR. LARUE:  All right.  Thank you, Captain. 

INTERVIEW OF GAWAIN SCHOUEST 

  BY MR. LARUE: 

 Q. We'll start with the easy question first.  What's 

your age? 
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 A. 36. 

 Q. Okay.  If you could, please, tell us a little bit 

about your maritime background, how long you've had a license, 

what license you hold right now. 

 A. I've been with the company since I've been on a boat, 

since I've been 18.  I got my second issuance on my license.  

I've got a master of towing and an AB ticket.  And I've got a 

200, 500 max, I mean -- 

  MR. FLOCK:  You can read it off your license for the 

record. 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  Master of motor vessel, of not 

more than 200 gross registered tons domestic tonnage, 500 gross 

tons, ITC tonnage upon inland waters.  Also radar observer 

unlimited in accordance with 4060 FR to expire in November 

2009.  Officer master of towing vessel upon the great lakes and 

inland waters and western rivers.  Physical waiver and report 

any change in waiver conditions -- 

  BY MR. LARUE: 

 Q. Okay, thank you.  And you said you've had that since 

you were 18? 

 A. No, no.  That was my second issue.  I've been on the 

boat since I've been 18. 

 Q. Okay.  What capacity were you on the boat when you 

first started? 

 A. Deck hand. 
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 Q. Okay.  How long were a deckhand for? 

 A. 13 years. 

 Q. Just on towing vessels? 

 A. Same company. 

 Q. What is the name of that company?  

 A. It's Crescent Towing and Salvage. 

 Q. Okay.  So what year did you get your license in your 

first issuance? 

  MR. FLOCK:  They give them in five-year increments. 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  Right. 

  MR. FLOCK:  And this one is dated what? 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  2004. 

  MR. FLOCK:  2004, so I guess that would mean, 1999.  

Does that sound right? 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  Yes. 

  BY MR. LARUE: 

 Q. And what vessel were you on on the date of the 

accident? 

  A. Margaret F. Cooper. 

 Q. And what was your position onboard? 

 A. Captain. 

 Q. Was there anyone else onboard the vessel with you? 

 A. Two deck hands and an engineer. 

 Q. Could you tell a little bit about the vessel please, 

size, horsepower, your normal duties when onboard? 
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 A. Overall length of it is 98.4, 3500 hauling tons. 

 Q. Okay.  Could you please go back to the day of the 

accident?  Actually starting out when you found out you were 

going to be working that day, who you found from and then just 

go through your routine for the day and what happened just all 

the way through the accident. 

 A. Okay.  At 2/10/07, we got orders for 6:00 out of 

Apex, Baton Rouge Terminal C, with the Gladys B. and the Peggy 

H.  And we were there at roughly around 5:30, quarter to 6:00. 

And my first order was, that's when we start time, from the 

first time he gives us a command and that was at 7:05.  And 

that was the push hard straight in. 

 Q. And who is he? 

 A. NOBRA 38.  I'm sorry. 

 Q. Just continue on through the whole of that, please. 

 A. All right.  At that time, he asked us to stop and to 

drop back to his stern and to hold ourself up in position in 

clutch.  Then he gave the Peggy H. to start pushing and to 

start backing.  At that time, he started to come around, giving 

us, the Margaret Cooper and the Gladys B., the come ahead full 

on the stern as full as we could.  And everything was looking 

fine and the Peggy H. called the pilot NOBRA 38 to let his 

lines out.  And that at time, it seemed we hit the tenders, the 

bridge tenders, and when we looked up, the Peggy H. was 

already, he was off, telling 38 he was out of commission.  So 
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that was around, we called that a 7:45 finish. 

  And then when he called us at 7:45 again, because we 

had to go from the stern to the bow to assist him into the meal 

buoy systems.  So the Gladys went ahead.  I went right behind 

him.  We were both up on the bow, pushing to straighten him 

out, on the starboard bow.  So we called a 7:45 start and 

slipped into the meal buoys.  Well, after we got in, when we 

were approaching in, he released me to go to the port side.  He 

was a foot off a line.  So me and the Gladys both had a line.  

I was going to pull up bow.  He was on the starboard bow.  We 

assisted into the meal buoys, which was finishing time was 

13:55. 

  Well, at 7:45 we went into the meal buoys.  We didn't 

change the job number, we just kept it running from the meal 

buoys until we went to the anchorage.  So that, from 7:45 to 

13:55 to the meal buoys, from the meal buoys to the anchorage. 

Because there was a ship in the anchorage waiting to go in to 

Cargill.  As soon as he left, we dropped down and put him in.  

Then we stood by.  Now the Peggy H. is along side again from 

13:55 to 14:50, when we were discharged off our standby and the 

Peggy H. stayed with him. 

 Q. Okay.  Can you give the exact position of all the 

different boats again, all the different tugs? 

 A. All right.  The Peggy H. was on the bow. 

 Q. Okay. 
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 A. The Gladys was in the middle. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. We were on the stern to start -- 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. -- before anything was ordered. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. Horse power on the bow, the next on the stern, and 

then other one in the middle. 

 Q. Who decides -- 

 A. The pilot. 

 Q. -- who goes where?  Okay.  Is there any particular 

reason behind it? 

 A. I don't know. 

 Q. Is there any differences between the tugs as far as 

horsepower? 

 A. The Peggy H. is a twin screw. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. I think it has a little more horsepower than us. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. The Gladys is a single screw.  So is the Margaret 

Cooper. 

 Q. Okay.  Now, you said the pilot is giving you all the 

commands? 

 A. Yes, sir. 

 Q. And how was he doing that? 
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 A. Channel 77 by radio. 

 Q. That's VHF? 

 A. Yes, sir. 

 Q. Okay.  Do you, when you arrived on scene, you made 

contact with the pilot.  How do you set up maneuver, do you go 

over it beforehand? 

 A. He tells us where he wants us.  And as we go, he 

tells us where he wants us to go. 

 Q. Okay.  Were there any communication problems with the 

pilot? 

 A. No, sir. 

 Q. No problems understanding what he wanted? 

 A. Everything was clear. 

 Q. Okay.  Is this the vessel you normally work on? 

 A. Yes, sir. 

 Q. All right.  Have you assisted vessels coming off the 

Apex dock before? 

 A. Yes, sir. 

 Q. Okay, how many times, would you say? 

 A. As Captain, four or five. 

 Q. Could you describe procedures when you did it those 

other times? 

 A. It's different every time. 

 Q. How so? 

 A. Come off of it, sometimes they go above it, sometimes 
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they go below it. 

 Q. Have there ever been any other problems coming off 

the Apex dock there? 

 A. No (indiscernible). 

  MR. FLOCK:  Say that out loud. 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  No, not that I have been on. 

  MR. FLOCK:  They're recording this. 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  No, that's fine.  It's okay. 

  BY MR. LARUE: 

 Q. Now, did the Kition, did it move, can you describe 

the motion of the Kition as it came off the pier, kind of step 

by step, as far as relation to the pier, relation to the side. 

 A. We were flat along side and as the Peggy H. backed, 

then we dropped back in position.  And when we came out, you 

know, 45, as it got to the 90, everything was looking fine.  

And then the Peggy H., you know, said he had to let his line 

go.  Then almost, I'd say, it wasn't quite 90, it was about 60 

or something, that's when everything -- 

 Q. What was your first indication that something was 

wrong? 

 A. Probably when the Peggy H. said something. 

 Q. Where was your position when -- 

 A. I was on the stern, pushing. 

 Q. Right.  In relation to the bridge? 

 A. About 30, 40 feet behind the bridge. 
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 Q. So -- 

 A. Oh, the bridge, bridge?  The I-10 bridge? 

 Q. The I-10 bridge. 

 A. We were directly underneath. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. If not a little bit above. 

 Q. And is that a normal position to be in? 

 A. The ones I've been on, yes.  I mean, the dock is 

right there above the bridge. 

 Q. You mentioned that initially, that you and the Gladys 

were pushing? 

 A. The Gladys was on the stern. 

 Q. Okay.  And you said you moved back to the position.  

What does that mean? 

 A. Well, we were on the stern, in front of the wing when 

we started.  And what it does is when they start at the line to 

let go, he starts to back to get off the dock.  And then we're 

supposed to get back as far as we can to hold the stern up.  

And when he started, that's when did it, we fell back into 

position, from in front of the wing to 30 or 40 feet behind the 

wing, almost at the every end of the stern. 

 Q. And the Gladys did this as well? 

 A. The Gladys came with me.  It went from mid-ship all 

the way to stern. 

 Q. Okay.  And what was the spacing between you and the 
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Gladys? 

 A. Fifteen feet. 

 Q. Okay.  Now, back to the last question.  Do you 

remember, did they, did the Kition move forward at all, or was 

it just straight out? 

 A. It was straight out. 

 Q. Okay.  Do you remember what the current was like? 

 A. I really couldn't tell you.  It was moving enough. 

 Q. What size vessels do you normally go to assist 

normally? 

 A. Oh, same size, smaller, bigger.  We do cavlon (ph.), 

which is tankers, too. 

 Q. So would this be at the upper range type of bigger 

size that you generally -- 

 A. No, it's ball park around a lot of the tankers we 

deal with, up in that range. 

 Q. What was the weather like? 

 A. The morning was a nice day.  You could see across the 

river with visibility.  

 Q. Any wind or -- 

 A. No. 

 Q. Okay.  When you are pushing on the stern, are you 

pushing at a 90 degree angle or are you pushing -- 

 A. I'm pushing straight even with the ship, maybe a 

little bit down on it. 
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 Q. Okay. 

 A. You try to be almost parallel with the ship. 

 Q. Okay.  Now, what did you do when the vessel hit?  

What was your next step?  Where did you go? 

 A. We bounced off a little bit.  They told us to stop 

and I had to go up on the starboard bow.   

 Q. Okay. 

 A. So, since the Gladys was ahead of me, he went and I 

went right behind him. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. We went on the bow, pushed to straighten him back 

out. 

 Q. What happened to the ship after that? 

 A. We pushed, straightened him out, then he stopped and 

the Margaret Cooper, which is us, and go around on his port 

side and put him into the meal buoys.  And that's when he 

dropped the anchors out because there was a ship in the 

Anchorage below him. 

 Q. So this is the northern most anchorage? 

 A. Yes, sir.  It's at the buoy system. 

 Q. You said the meal buoys? 

 A. Meal buoys. 

 Q. Meal buoys.  M-E-A-L, meal? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. Okay.  Is all of your experience on the Mississippi? 
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 A. Yes, sir. 

 Q. Is it all generally in this area? 

 A. Well, it's from the Gulf all the way up to Baton 

Rouge. 

 Q. How much would you say in this particular Baton Rouge 

area? 

 A. It's been years. 

 Q. How many years would you say? 

 A. I've had about 18 on a boat.  So, over five of actual 

time up here. 

  MR. LARUE:  All right.  I'm going to pass the 

questions.  Go ahead. 

  BY CHIEF BALL: 

 Q. Captain, you said that roughly, you had five years of 

experience working this area.  Correct? 

 A. Correct. 

 Q. Okay.  And all those are as Master.  Correct? 

 A. No. 

 Q. How many years of experience do you have in this area 

as a master? 

 A. About a year. 

 Q. About a year.  Okay.  And whenever we were talking 

about the four to five times that you've assisted vessels from 

Apex dock and you stated that they were different each time. 

 A. Right. 
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 Q. Some would go up river.  Some would slip down.  Was 

there any correlation with the river conditions?  Like did you 

ever notice like if they went upriver, was it because of the 

river stage or did you notice any correlation why they would go 

up river sometimes or they would go downriver sometimes?  Did 

you notice anything like that? 

 A. No, higher river a little bit.  You know, depending 

on the size of the ship. 

 Q. I understand.  Okay. 

 A. You know, they called, some low river went up, some 

turned off the dock.  High river, some turned off the dock, 

some go up, some go below. 

 Q. Okay.  So -- 

 A. I mean, it just depends on the pilot. 

 Q. With your experience, with your experience at the 

Apex dock, okay, whenever you first got there (indiscernible) 

orders, what would you, you know, were you planning out in your 

head what you were kind of expecting what do you, did you 

expect the pilot to take it a little bit up river, down river? 

 A. I believe at that time, the way when he told come 

along side, I mean, I knew I was driving on the stern. 

 Q. Yes. 

 A. But I never had if he was going down or up, because 

that's never, between him and us, it's never said. 

 Q. Okay.  So, as far as, there was no initial brief, 
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basically, the pilot getting with the masters of all the 

tugboats -- 

 A. All you know is -- 

 Q. There's no initial brief that say, hey, this is what 

we're going to do, we're going to take it up river, we're going 

to just take it off the dock.  He just says tells you in this 

position -- 

 A. Right. 

 Q. -- push, don't push -- 

 A. Push, right. 

 Q. -- pull, don't pull. 

 A. Some, I mean different pilots varies.  I'm telling 

you some, don't. 

 Q. Okay.  But this particular pilot -- 

 A. No.  

 Q. -- in this incident, did not do an -- 

 A. No. 

 Q. -- initial brief with you?  Okay.  Captain, were you 

well rested before you took the stick? 

 A. Yes, sir. 

 Q. At the time of the incident, were you taking any 

medications? 

 A. Just my insulin. 

 Q. Okay, all right. 

 A. And Tylenol. 
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 Q. And Tylenol. 

 A. Just because. 

 Q. Okay.  Was there anybody else on your vessel, on the 

Margaret F. Cooper, was there any other crew members or anybody 

else in the crew, or anybody at all on the bridge with you? 

 A. Yes, my deckhand. 

 Q. Okay.  Your deckhand was.  Okay.  And I believe that 

we stated that horsepower of the vessel, you believe it is 

3500? 

 A. Yes, 3500, 3600. 

 Q. Okay.  Was there any mechanical problems with your 

vessel -- 

 A. No. 

 Q. -- before, during, after the incident? 

 A. No, sir. 

 Q. Okay, so no mechanical problems.  Any steering 

problems? 

 A. No, sir. 

 Q. Was there any injuries on your vessel? 

 A. No, sir. 

 Q. Okay.  Okay, and you stated the time that you 

realized that things were going wrong was when the Peggy H. 

stated over the radio that I'm letting go?  I'm letting go of 

the lines? 

 A. He asked somebody to come let his line go.  He asked 
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NOBRA 38 to have somebody let his line go. 

 Q. Was all your navigation equipment working properly? 

 A. Uh-huh. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. Yes, sir. 

 Q. So there's no discrepancies at all with your tug?  

Okay. 

 A. None. 

 Q. Has your vessel had any repairs recently? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Okay.  All right.  Okay, this is a real general 

question.  Captain, in your own words, what do you think went 

wrong? 

 A. It's hard to say.  I mean, I couldn't really tell 

you.  I mean, it looked like a normal every day job.  At the 

time, everything looked normal. 

 Q. Okay.  Whenever you first learned of its evolution 

with the other tugboats and the Kition, did you have any 

questions or were there any concerns about the way the 

operation was going? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Okay.  So there were no concerns at all? 

 A. No.  I mean, not at the time.  There was none. 

 Q. Okay.  Did the pilot, the pilot of the Kition, did 

they state anything after the incident?  Did they report 
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anything to you, other than directions to get up to the 

starboard bow, get up to the port bow? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Did they say anything else? 

 A. No.  He just, you know, when the Peggy H. backed off, 

he just asked us to get up there, because we were falling down. 

  CHIEF BALL:  Okay.  I don't have any other questions. 

  BY MR. WITTE: 

 Q. I believe you may have told us, but where's you're 

company located? 

  MR. LARUE:  Where's your company located?  I'll 

translate. 

  BY MR. WITTE: 

 Q. I'll whisper louder. 

 A. New Orleans. 

 Q. You said the first occasion something was wrong was 

when the Peggy H. requested the number 38 pilot to have 

somebody let go of their lines. 

 A. Yes. 

  MR. FLOCK:  He meant NOBRA 38. 

  BY MR. WITTE: 

 Q. NOBRA 38. 

  MR. FLOCK:  He's Crescent Towing.  There's also 

Crescent Pilots, but it was a NOBRA 38. 

  BY MR. WITTE: 

Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 



 21

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 Q. NOBRA 38.  And was it the tone of his voice that 

caused you to be -- 

 A. Yes, he was a little panicked. 

 Q. Okay, was he mad or was he --  

 A. No, he was just saying it fast. 

 Q. Fast, okay.  When you said you were parallel to the 

ship, you're pushing, I had the impression you (indiscernible) 

at a right angle to his ship. 

 A. Uh-huh. 

 Q. What do you think parallel, do you mean you're -- 

 A. How the ship is following us, like that.  So when you 

push, you look like, it looks like you're pushing down, but 

you're actually on a 90.  And if you go just at a 90, you 

really, you know, you're not on a 90.  You've got to come with 

it down a little bit.  And then if you look on the ship, you 

could see it almost looks like a 90.  And that's what we do, 

try to hold it up, the stern up, so that we can get in there 

and push. 

  MR. FLOCK:  If you had a picture of the ship, it 

would make more sense.  But the stern of this ship looks 

something like this.  So, when he's pushing this way, is that, 

I don't know if it's close? 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  Yes.  See, that's the ship, we're 

approaching like this. 

  MR. FLOCK:  It's not a square back. 
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  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  It's not straight in because 

you're not pushing straight in.  So you're actually pushing 

only down a little but, you're actually 90 to the ship. 

  BY MR. WITTE: 

 Q. To the stern line of the ship, you mean 90? 

 A. Right.  You don't use the stern, you use the middle 

of the ship. 

  MR. FLOCK:  The ship's not square at the back.  And 

there are photographs, but it's still out there and you can see 

it. 

  MR. WITTE:  Okay. 

  BY MR. WITTE: 

 Q. To start out with, you were on the stern -- 

 A. Uh-huh. 

 Q. -- and the Peggy H. is mid-ship. 

 A. When we start out right there. 

 Q. And so the Peggy H. is on the bow (indiscernible) and 

when the ship is still outside the pier, were you holding a 

line? 

 A. No.  Just the Peggy H. 

 Q. The Peggy H.? 

 A. And we all started, Gladys was mid-ship.  At the line 

relief, all three tugs stopped.  The Gladys then drifted back 

to the stern.  Then the Peggy H. fetched up in his lines, 

stopped to fetch up, then he commenced the backing. 
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 Q. So he was pulling the bow, he was backing? 

 A. Yes, sir. 

 Q. And your boat is pushing? 

 A. Yes, waiting for a command, when he gets to a certain 

angle, whenever they decide, he gives a command for us to push. 

 Q. And you just stay along side waiting for the command? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. Now, going back to the very first thing you said, now 

you said you helped ships away from that pier. 

 A. Uh-huh. 

 Q. You said sometimes they go further forward, up river? 

 A. Depending on the pilots.  Some go up.  Some stay 

there.  Some go below. 

 Q. Below the bridge? 

 A. Go back down.  It all depends. 

 Q. Most of the time, if you can use that, you say like 

five times. 

 A. Yes, as a captain.  As a captain. 

 Q. All right.  The other four, of the four times, so one 

of them could have gone to the bridge, one could have gone 

north, or up river. 

 A. Right. 

 Q. Do you remember the mix of how many went which way? 

 A. Well, you look around, you can find they split it 

four ways because they're all -- 
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 Q. They all go different ways? 

 A. Right. 

 Q. Okay.  When you were a deckhand, did you remember 

anything about seeing which way they went when you were a 

deckhand? 

 A. Well, as a matter of fact, after we did that job, 

less that was waiting in Anchorage that went in there, went up 

and turn -- 

 Q. Up? 

 A. -- than when we went on that job.  You know, a 

smaller ship, different pilot, different boats.  

 Q. I thought you said after, sometime after the 

accident, another ship went alongside the Apex dock? 

 A. Right.  That's why he wanted -- 

 Q. And he ended up going for the north? 

 A. Yes, he wanted -- after that ship went into the meal 

buoys, the one in Anchorage went into his spot.  That's why he 

didn't drop the hooks in the Anchorage, because there was a 

ship. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. And later on that evening, he discharged, unloaded, 

and when he left, he went above and turned.  But, different 

tugboats, different pilot. 

 Q. You don't remember who the pilot was, do you? 

 A. No, sir. 
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 Q. Was he with the ship? 

 A. The one that left? 

 Q. (Indiscernible).  Let me help you.  Let me show you. 

 After he comes through the bridge to make the turn south, are 

they pretty much parallel with the river as they come through 

under the bridge? 

 A. He was coming off the Apex dock? 

 Q. Yes.  

 A. A little bit.  I mean, they almost hard 90.  

Sometimes they're down. 

 Q. 90, these are (indiscernible) short of 90? 

 A. Right.  They're coming off, and they turn and they go 

through.  And sometimes, depending on the ship, they almost all 

the way around. 

 Q. Then they come under the bridge? 

 A. Right. 

 Q. Okay. 

  MR. WITTE:  I think that's all the questions I have. 

  BY CHIEF BALL: 

 Q. Captain, during the operation, while you 

(indiscernible) vessel, did any other tugboat captains, did 

they state anything on the radio other -- obviously you knew 

something was going on with the Peggy H. that I need someone to 

release my line.  Do you recall that any other captain or any 

other vessel reported anything, like that they were concerned 
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about, they didn't like the -- 

 A. Nothing at all. 

 Q. -- way operation was -- nothing at all? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Okay.  Did they say anything after the vessel allided 

with the bridge? 

 A. No, sir. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. He told him he had to get his line down.  He told him 

he was out of commission.  Then that was it. 

 Q. Now, when he said he was out of commission, what's 

happening with him? 

 A. I don't know. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. Either he lost power or he had something in the wheel 

or -- 

 Q. Oh, yes, sir.  I understand. 

  MR. FLOCK:  You don't know. 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  No.  That's what I'm saying, I 

don't know. 

  MR. FLOCK:  Okay. 

  BY CAPTAIN BALL: 

 Q. Okay.  I wasn't sure if he had elaborated later on. 

 A. No.  

  CAPTAIN BALL:  Okay. 
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  BY PETTY OFFICER HUGHES: 

 Q. At any time, were you tied off to the Kition? 

 A. After we passed, after we put him into the meal 

buoys.  We went on the port side and the Gladys stayed on the 

starboard.  We both had a line on his bow. 

  BY MR. LARUE: 

 Q. Was there any reaction -- This is Liam LaRue again.  

Was there any reaction at all from the pilot?  You had said, I 

think you asked about the other captains.  The pilot, on the 

radio, did he say anything?  Did he sound excited? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Did he sound -- 

 A. No. 

 Q. No?  No other commands, other than the ones you 

mentioned? 

 A. No. 

  MR. LARUE:  Okay.  I think that pretty much covers 

what we want to do here.  One last thing that I'm going to ask, 

and we can do this off line because you'll probably have to 

think about it a little bit.  We like to get a 72-hour profile, 

which is basically your rest schedule over the past three days 

before the accident.  You know, anything you were doing, when 

you were working, that type of stuff.  We can just get that off 

line. 

  MR. FLOCK:  We have no problem.  We can provide that 
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to you. 

  MR. LARUE:  Do you have any questions? 

  BY MR. FLOCK: 

 Q. The only thing I would ask, during the course of this 

whole day's work, did you follow all of the orders, 

instructions, and commands of the pilot? 

 A. Yes, sir. 

  MR. FLOCK:  That's all I have. 

  BY MR. LARUE: 

 Q. Actually, I just have one more question.  In the 

instances that you were assisting on somebody coming off the 

Apex dock and actually did go up river before turning, do you 

remember how far up they would go? 

 A. Yes.  Like I said, we didn't do it, I just happened 

to see it -- 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. -- because we were still, we were with that ship. 

  MR. WITTE:  (Indiscernible). 

  MR. LARUE:  We got a copy of that. 

  MR. FLOCK:  No, I don't think you do because we 

didn't have a copy machine on the boat.  He just took it off. 

  CHIEF BALL:  We're going to request some copies and 

stuff like that.  So Captain, what we'll do is after we're done 

with this interview, we'll get with you and see what you've 

got, then request copies. 
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  MR. LARUE:  I think that's pretty much it. 

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  Okay. 

  MR. LARUE:  Can you just acknowledge that this is 

being recorded?  

  CAPTAIN SCHOUEST:  Yes, it is. 

  MR. LARUE:  Okay.  Thank you very much.  It's 11:50 

and we're signing off. 

  (Whereupon, at 11:50 a.m., the interview in the 

above-entitled matter was concluded.) 
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