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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Investigation of:     * 
       * 
MV ETHAN ALLEN,      * 
LAKE GEORGE, NEW YORK,   * 
OCTOBER 2, 2005    * Docket No.:  DCA 06 MM 001 
       *       
       * 
             * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Interview of:  TODD REHM 
 
     Dr. Rehm's Office  
            
 
     Wednesday, 
     October 5, 2005 
 
  The above-captioned matter convened, pursuant to 

notice, at 11:20 a.m. 

BEFORE:  MORGAN TURRELL 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 



 2

  APPEARANCES: 

  MORGAN TURRELL 
  National Transportation Safety Board 
 
  SGT. WALTER SCHEDEL 
  New York State Park Police 
 
  MATT QUIRK     
  Shoreline Cruises 
 
  SEAN QUIRK 
  Shoreline Cruises 
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(11:20 a.m.) 

  MR. TURRELL:  Good morning.  This is October 5th.  

It's 11:20.  We're in Dr. Rehm's office, in Lake George, and my 

name is Morgan Turrell, NTSB. 

  And to my left. 

  SGT. SCHEDEL:  Sergeant Walt Schedel of the New York 

State Park Police. 

  DR. REHM:  Dr. Todd Rehm. 

  MR. M. QUIRK:  Matt Quirk from Shoreline. 

  MR. S. QUIRK:  Sean Quirk, Shoreline. 

  MR. TURRELL:  Okay.   

INTERVIEW OF TODD REHM 

  BY MR. TURRELL: 

 Q. Okay, and Dr. Rehm, would you please tell me what 

your occupation is? 

 A. I'm a chiropractor. 

 Q. And what's your city and state of residence? 

 A. Lake George, New York. 

 Q. And how long have you lived here? 

 A. I lived in this location for three years. 

 Q. Okay, and do you have any personal relations with the 

Quirk family or anyone else from -- 

 A. I played racquetball with their dad a few times.  

Other than that, no. 
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 Q. Are they patients? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Are you a regular boater by chance?  Do you own a 

boat or -- 

 A. I do boat regularly, yes. 

 Q. Okay.  What kind of boat do you use? 

 A. It's a pontoon boat. 

 Q. Okay.  Do you rent boats? 

 A. No.  It's my dad's. 

 Q. How long have you lived in Lake George? 

 A. Within the Bolton, Lake George area for 43 years. 

 Q. And were you in the area on October 2nd, the day the 

Ethan Allen -- 

 A. Yes, I was. 

 Q. -- sank?  Can you please describe in your own words 

what you saw that day in as much detail as possible? 

 A. Sure.  I was sitting at Shepard Park at the Blue Sky, 

with my girlfriend and my dad, and we watched the Ethan Allen 

embark, heading north.  Actually approximately a third, third 

of the way across the lake, the exact distance I couldn't tell 

you, but I tapped my girlfriend on the shoulder, and I said 

doesn't that boat look funny?  And she said, well, yeah, what's 

wrong with it?  I said the bow appears to be riding fairly low 

as compared to the stern, a bit lower than what I've usually 

seen.  I've seen the boats hundreds of times. 
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 Q. And what did she say? 

 A. She said, yes, it does look funny.  And that was all 

we thought of it. 

 Q. Okay.  Have you actually been onboard the boat? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Or any other of these Lake George Company or -- 

 A. Yeah, I've been on the steamboat companies as well as 

I've been on the Horicon (indiscernible). 

 Q. Okay, the Horicon.  And which other -- 

 A. I've been on the Minnehaha. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. The (indiscernible) and the Mohegan. 

 Q. So you say that you saw the boat running -- it was 

running low.  Did it appear any other problems or difficulties 

besides the bow being down? 

 A. No. 

 Q. If you were looking at the boat, what, what aspects 

of the boat were you looking at when you saw it was -- 

 A. Would be looking at the, the port side, the left 

port, the left side. 

 Q. Uh-huh.  And can you just roughly estimate how far 

away you were from the boat when you saw it in your best guess? 

 A. Quarter mile. 

 Q. Okay.  And the visibility was good? 

 A. Yes. 
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 Q. And you said it appeared low compared to what you've 

seen before. 

 A. Right. 

 Q. Had you seen the boat from that angle prior -- in a 

similar -- 

 A. Similar (indiscernible), yeah, but the only, only 

reason that I took note of it, it appeared that the bow was a 

little lower than the stern. 

 Q. Could you see people onboard the boat? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Could you tell if the windows were open or closed? 

 A. No. 

 Q. Okay.  How fast -- when the boat left the dock, could 

you see the boat take off?  How fast was it going? 

 A. We didn't actually see it leave the dock.  We saw it 

as it passed in front of Shepard Park. 

 Q. Okay.  And can you guess how fast it was going? 

 A. Seven, eight miles an hour, maybe. 

  MR. TURRELL:  Pause just for a moment. 

  DR. REHM:  Certainly. 

  (Off the record.) 

  (On the record.) 

  MR. TURRELL:  Okay.  We are resuming our conversation 

with Dr. Rehm. 

  BY MR. TURRELL: 
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 Q. You said that you were looking at the boat as it was 

passing you in the park there.  Were you sitting down or 

standing up? 

 A. Sitting down. 

 Q. Sitting down.   

  MR. TURRELL:  I'll go ahead and allow Walt to ask you 

some question here. 

  Go ahead, Walt. 

  BY SGT. SCHEDEL: 

 Q. You saw it from about a quarter mile away, you said, 

and it -- can you estimate how much lower the bow was then the 

stern?  It may be difficult from a distance. 

 A. Yeah, real difficult.  I just couldn't tell you that. 

 It was -- it appeared to be a little bit lower. 

 Q. Did you make note of what time you saw that by any 

chance? 

 A. I did not make a note of it, but I know I got to 

the -- Blue Sky at 1:30, and wasn't all that much later than 

that. 

 Q. Okay.  And maybe quarter of a mile away? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. But it was noticeably down? 

 A. Yes.  Compared to what I'm used to seeing, that's -- 

 Q. Uh-huh. 

  SGT. SCHEDEL:  Okay.  That's really all I've got. 

Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 



 9

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

  BY MR. TURRELL: 

 Q. Doctor, can you point out from this map here where 

you were? 

 A. Shepherd Park, I -- just north of the -- 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. -- show you where it is. 

 Q. Do you recall seeing any other boats, major 

commercial boats, passenger vessels that day passing back and 

forth? 

 A. Yeah, they went by a few times, and after the 

accident made an announcement that there was one of the tour 

boats that had had a problem.  The Mohegan returned to its 

port. 

 Q. What time was that? 

 A. Hard to say, but I would say around 4 o'clock, in 

that range. 

 Q. And okay so you saw the Minnehaha go by a few times 

between 1:30 and 4 o'clock? 

 A. Between 1:30 and the time that we actually left, 

which was close to six. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. -- blow their whistles so -- and listening to music 

you can certainly hear that. 

 Q. Pretty pronounced? 

 A. Yeah. 
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 Q. And so you saw the Minnehaha, you saw the Mohegan, 

the Ethan Allen.  Do you recall seeing any other cruise boats? 

 A. (inaudible) 

 Q. Okay.  When you saw the Ethan Allen proceeding, it 

was proceeding north, and bow was down, did you see, did you 

see a wake coming up to the boat at all? 

 A. I (indiscernible) the wake. 

 Q. Okay. 

 A. I'm sure there was a wake, but I couldn't tell you. 

 Q. Okay, okay.  Could you actually, from that distance, 

can you actually hear the motor at all? 

 A. No. 

  MR. TURRELL:  Now Matt, Matt Quirk. 

  MR. M. QUIRK:  Matt Quirk from Shoreline. 

  BY MR. M. QUIRK: 

 Q. I was curious.  In your boating experience, once a 

boat is (indiscernible) idle or in gear they call it, speed, 

when you accelerate, are you familiar or (indiscernible) the 

stern sitting down as it powers up? 

 A. Absolutely. 

 Q. And I was wondering, have you seen the boat kind of 

empty before, maybe a few people on it or just sitting at the 

dock with no one on it? 

 A. Sure.  Seen it at the dock, yeah. 

 Q. Did it -- 
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 A. (indiscernible), also, yeah, sure. 

 Q. Have you noticed the curvature of the boat to the 

bow, do you, do you recall the type of -- is it straight across 

or -- 

 A. No.  It's not.  It's curved. 

 Q. Okay.  And what way does it curve? 

 A. It curves so that it's deeper toward the middle of 

the boat, higher on the end. 

 Q. Okay.  Did, did you -- to the best of your 

recollection, was the boat when you saw it, was it inside the 

five or outside the five?  Like way out like -- 

 A. No.  It's real close to -- 

 Q. Somewhere around the buoy? 

 A. Yeah.  Yeah. 

 Q. So it might have been going over five? 

 A. Sure, it might have been.  Could have been going 

less, too.  You know like -- 

 Q. (indiscernible) but I was just trying to get an idea 

if you knew the capacity of the full -- like how many people 

that boat would hold? 

 A. I don't.  I mean I do now from the newspaper, but -- 

 Q. Oh, okay, all right.  Would you say 7,500 pounds 

might change the way the boat sits in the water? 

 A. Sure. 

 Q. (indiscernible) 
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 A. Sure. 

  MR. M. QUIRK:  Yeah, I was just running through some 

questions, and that's all I have. 

  MR. TURRELL:  Okay. 

  MR. M. QUIRK:  Thank you. 

  MR. TURRELL:  Sean Quirk. 

  MR. S. QUIRK:  Yeah, Sean Quirk, Shorelines. 

  BY MR. S. QUIRK: 

 Q. You were enjoying the Blue Skies? 

 A. Right. 

 Q. And do you have children? 

 A. I do. 

 Q. Okay.  Were they with you? 

 A. They weren't there at that time.  They came later. 

 Q. And you were sitting down and what, in front of the, 

the orchestra pit or behind it on the beach?  Whereabouts were 

you? 

 A. Just in -- you know where the big tree stands next to 

the -- 

 Q. The orchestra area? 

 A. Yes. 

 Q. Okay.   

 A. Right there. 

 Q. Right there.  So beside the -- 

 A. Yeah. 
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 Q. Or the, the -- 

 A. Right, just off to the, the north side of it. 

 Q. Okay.  And the north -- now how far did you watch it? 

 Did it come closer?  Did it come back into the -- 

 A. No. 

 Q. (indiscernible) in front of you? 

 A. Yeah. 

 Q. Okay.  You think about just outside of the five mile 

an hour zone or -- 

 A. Yeah, right or near that, yes. 

 Q. Okay. 

  MR. S. QUIRK:  (indiscernible). 

  MR. TURRELL:  I think that's all I have for right 

now.  Do you have anything else you'd like to add? 

  DR. REHM:  No. 

  MR. TURRELL:  Questions, anything? 

  DR. REHM:  No. 

  MR. TURRELL:  Walt, anything else? 

  SGT. SCHEDEL:  No. 

  MR. TURRELL:  Okay.  If you'd just acknowledge it's 

been recorded and -- 

  DR. REHM:  Right (indiscernible). 

  MR. TURRELL:  Thanks very much.  

  (Whereupon, the interview in the above-entitled 

matter was concluded.)
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