STATEMENT OF CAPTAIN ROBERT A.MOORE

T am a NJ Licensed Docking Pilot. Ihave been as a docking pilot in the ports of New
Jersey and New York for 29 years. [ am making this statement in response to a request
from the N.J. Maritime Pilot and Docking Pilot Commission regarding information in my
possession related to the navigational lighting under the Bayonne Bridge during the
March/April 2006 time frame..

I am quite familiar with the lighting on the Bayonne Bridge, having worked with Thomas
Costanza of the Port Authority (port department) over the course of miore then a decade
on a nusiber of dredging projects. M. Costanza and I (along with others) worked to
agsure that appropriate Tighting of the bridges provided & ;
the various ongoing dredging projécts. '

Certaih deedging operations took place in late 2005 and 2006 that resulted in the southern
half of the channel under the Bayonne Bridge being closed. This was necessary to give
the dredging operations room to work and to provide a protected area for their equipment,
which included an explosives barge. Attachment A shows the lights and air draft
clearances as of 10/5/05 on the west bound approach to the Bayonne Bridge. [t clearly
shows that there were supposed to be 3 'white lights and 2 green lights marking the
“temporary channel center line.”

Sometime it March 2006 1 noticed that the three-white/two green lights, which were
supposed to mark the centerline of the réstricted channel, weren’t illuminated. In keeping
with our usual procedure I contacted USCG, Vessel Traffic Services (VTS), and advised
them of the situation, T assumed it would be corrected. On a number of subsequent trips
through the area’I noted that the lights still weren’t working and I.contacted VTS
approximately 7-8 times to advise them of the situation.

When arriving at work on April 15, 2006 T was advised thatithe New Delhi Express had
been grounded in the area of the #14 buoy, just west of the Bayonne Bridge in heavy fog.
I confirmed that the temporary channel:genterline lights still-weren’t:working. On
Monday April 17, 2006 I contacted Mr, Costanza at the Port Authority and disgussed the
situation with him. I was able to confirm that the bridge the lights were working on April
20, 2006. '
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